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The Innkeeper 30 years later:
I see there is a large crowd gathered here.  Are you here to see the one they call Jesus? They say he is the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.  Earlier today the streets were crowded with people shouting Hosanna to the Son of David and waving palm leaves.  They were actually throwing their cloaks on the ground in front of him, as if he is their King.  A short time later Jesus entered the temple area and began overturning the tables and then he declared that his house is a house of prayer not a hangout for thieves.   Then he healed a blind man gave a lame man the ability to walk again.  I’ve heard of these great miracles, but had not seen them with my own eyes, until today that is.  The chief priests and teachers of the law are all up in arms over the outrageous things Jesus is doing, not to mention all the shouting and running around by the children in the temple area.  Jesus appeared agitated by the religious leaders questions and complaints and left for Bethany for the night.
I remember the sweet baby boy named Jesus from about 30 years ago.  He was born in my stables in the limestone rock behind our small inn in Bethlehem.  What a night that was.  The town was so overcrowded and I simply did not have any more rooms available.  I gave the young couple the stable out back and did not charge for their stay; that was the least I could do.  It was not till later when I discovered that this was no ordinary baby, but the one they would call Savior of the world.  Shepherds came that night with claims that angels had announced to them the arrival of the Son of God.  Months later Magi from the east arrived bringing gifts and worshipping the boy.  Soon after that, the family left quickly to escape the horrible orders of Herod to destroy every male child under the age of two; it was such a horrific tragedy in our region.  If only I had known…
This time I will not let the opportunity to know Jesus, be drowned out by busy life and concerns of the day.  I closed the inn and traveled here from Bethlehem as soon as I heard that Jesus would be arriving in Jerusalem.  I have heard some of his teachings from travelers to Bethlehem and have come to see and hear for myself.   Do you know him?

