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The Hidden Ministry Of The Worshiper

In our first year of becoming Christians, my wife Elaine and I decided
that everything we would do from then on would be submitted to fur-
thering the cause of Christ. We agreed with God that we would do
anything, go anywhere and pay any cost to be a part of His plan to love
the world through His Church.

So, we set our course to love the Church in invisible ways – serving,
praying, caring, encouraging, giving and supporting the Bride of
Christ in any way we could. It was never our choice to make the min-
istry God enacted through us visible; it seemed, however, that God did
have plans to make it more visible. To this day, we continue to set
aside our need for affirmation in order to fulfill the hidden ministry of
Jesus, and He can then choose to expose us or hide us according to His
good pleasure.

For every leader, and every Christian for that matter, our lives are
indeed the loudest instrument we have to herald the good news of
Christ – louder than our words or personalities. Because our lives
have both visible and hidden components to them, we must be in the
business of forming and reforming our characters in the pursuit of
holiness. If we aren’t in that business, we have little authority to lead –
we lack integrity from the inside out. We must be consistent in our
pursuit of God, at every level, from devotion to action, or we abdicate
our right to lead anyone anywhere. No leader is perfect, but our
whole-hearted pursuit of God must be driven by an inner desire to
simply glorify the God we love and serve. He may hide us in order to
accomplish that.

It is my conviction that at some stage in every leader’s life, they will
have to literally lay down everything on the altar of God’s service,
including the need for affirmation. God will then reveal to them what
He has called them to do in the world. 

There are three ways that our hidden life of complete devotion to
Christ makes its way out of us into the world:

Our Worship
Lay it all down daily. Worship is the act of laying our lives down on
the altar, day in and day out, moment by moment, choosing God’s
plan above our personal comfort.

Our Walk
Choose character and pure devotion. Personal purity, truth in the
inmost places, must characterize our life both externally and internal-
ly. To put Jesus first in our culture is to truly walk out the Kingdom of
God in a self-focused world.

Our Works
Act out the Kingdom every chance you get. We don’t live out an ethereal
faith disconnected from real life. Faith in Jesus is integrally connected
to a world that needs to be touched, healed, fed, loved and carried to
the feet of Jesus.

Embrace the hidden ministry of Jesus – and you’ll gain your reputa-
tion in heaven as a true minister of the gospel.

Jeremy Cook
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