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“Christ Alone, Cornerstone”
		  Jesus - the Foundation of Your Life

			   Psalm 118, Isaiah 28

STUDY #1 PAGE 1 OF 4

Since ancient times, a cornerstone has been vitally important in the construction of a 
building. This stone is laid first and it determines the positioning and layout of the rest of 
the structure. Keystones on the other hand are near the top and hold the other pieces in 
place. In either case they are an important piece in the overall integrity and foundation 
of the building.

Talking about Jesus, Psalm 118:22 tells us that the stone that was rejected has become 
the cornerstone. In Isaiah 28:16 it tells us that this precious cornerstone, again talking 
about Jesus, is a sure foundation and there is no need to panic for those who rely on it.

Imagine living in a tall building. If the cornerstone was made of a material that was 
weaker than the rest of the structure or not placed correctly, the whole building would 
be compromised! How comfortable would you be to set up your life inside that building 
and trust your life to be safe when something places pressure on that foundation?

We can sometimes find ourselves leaning on different foundations at different points in 
our life. Some “cornerstones” look very attractive and stable and without even realising 
it, we have moved into a new building with a different cornerstone. Ultimately, these 
foundations will lead to disappointment and disillusionment. 

Jesus is the only way to salvation and fellowship with God. We were totally unable to 
save ourselves; our sin separating us from God.  Through His work on the cross, Jesus 
used Himself as the cornerstone, the sure foundation upon which our relationship and 
connection back to our Creator could be made.  Only Jesus, being the Son of God, had 
the power to do this for us.  

He is the foundation upon which we can build a life with a solid assurance and a 
confidence for the future. We can live a life free of fear and worry and with a comfort 
that comes from the unsurpassed love of God. Christ alone is the cornerstone for every 
part of our life.
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Q: We’ve all seen buildings being built. What lessons about foundations
for life can we learn from buildings?

Q: “My hope is built on nothing less” - Discuss some of the cornerstones that people 
rely on other than Jesus. What is the danger of these foundations?

Q: What are some of the cornerstones you’ve built your life on in the past?

Q: What benefits have you experienced from having Christ as your cornerstone?

Q:  How would you explain to someone who wasn’t a follower of Jesus why they 
needed to make Him their cornerstone?

Q: Share a time when you moved your reliance from some false cornerstones to Jesus. 
How did that happen? What result did it have in your life?

Notes

CONNECTion and action
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Read Matthew 7:24-28

In this passage, Jesus describes people who build their lives on his teachings as wise.

Q: What things does Jesus say we need to do to be able to build on this foundation?

Q: Why are “hearing” and “applying” important and inseparable when founding our lives on 
Jesus’ teaching?

Q: What is it about Jesus’ teaching that makes it a sure foundation for our lives? Why does it 
protect from the storms of life?

Q: Illustrate this with an example of how one of Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon on the 
Mount has shaped the foundations of your life.

Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-8, 3:9-15

In this passage, Paul talks about building the kingdom upon the foundation which is Jesus.

Q: In what ways is Jesus Himself the foundation for our lives? For the kingdom?

Q: What does it mean to build our lives on that foundation?

Q: What different ways are there to build our lives on this foundation that is Jesus? What 
about building the kingdom?

Q: Paul identified good and poor ways of building on that foundation. What are good ways? 
What are poor ways? Give examples.

Notes

bible and belief
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Q: In your experience as a leader what things have you seen people
build their lives on other than the foundation of Jesus? What were the results?

Q: How can we help others to build their lives on Jesus’ foundation?
(Leaders Tip: help them to cultivate their relationship with Jesus, help them identify parts of 
their life that are not founded on Jesus, or where they don’t trust Him or relinquish control to 
Him).

Q: What does it mean for Jesus to be the foundation of our leadership? How can we promote 
that in our own leadership? 

Q: How can we make Jesus the centre of our leadership in the workplace or some other  
non-church setting where we have influence?

growing leadership

Notes
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Our prayer is that you would discover the Author of love… the Lord Jesus Christ. His life and 

death represent the greatest gift of love the world will ever see… “This is real love – not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.” 

1 John 4:10 (NLT)… God paid the ultimate sacrifice sending His Son, Jesus Christ, who died on 

the cross in our place and rose again to prove His victory, restore our relationship with Him 

and empower us for life. It is through Jesus Christ that we can know and be reconciled with 

God… All we need to do is believe in Him and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. It 

is as simple as praying a prayer… asking Jesus to meet you right where you are… It is a brand 

new start of living in relationship with God… If you are not sure that you personally know 

the Lord Jesus, we would like to encourage you to make this your prayer today // Dear Lord 

Jesus, Thank You for dying on the cross for me.  Thank You for Your amazing love.  I repent of my sins and thank You 

for Your forgiveness.  Please come into my life and give me a fresh start.  I believe in You and accept You as my Lord 

and Saviour.  I am now a Christian – a follower of Jesus Christ and You now live in me.  Help me to live my life for You 

from this day forward.  Amen. // If you have prayed this prayer today, we would love to hear from you!  

Please write to us at Hillsong Church, PO Box 1195, Castle Hill, NSW 1765, Australia or email us at 

prayer@hillsong.com 

At Hillsong Church, we believe it to be part of our mandate to serve the body of Christ and 
our resources are designed to this end.

H i l l s o n g  M u s i c  a n d  T e a ch  i n g / For the latest in teaching from Brian & 
Bobbie Houston + music from Hillsong LIVE, UNITED & KIDS + email newsletters, competitions, 
sheet music and much more visit hillsongmusic.com // C o n f e r e n c e s / Hillsong Church 
hosts 3 major conferences every year, including the Hillsong Conference, the Colour 
Your World Women’s Conference and the Hillsong Men’s Conference - Hosted in Sydney, 
Australia . Check out the dates and venues for the upcoming conferences at hillsong.com/
conferences // H i l l s o n g  T e l e v i s i o n / Brian Houston @ Hillsong Television is 
a half-hour Christian television program that features his teaching from the Hillsong 
Church services in Sydney, Australia . Pastor Brian’s messages are empowering, passionate 
and practical for everyday life; his teaching will inspire you with the hope, joy, meaning 
and purpose that can be found in a personal and loving God. Visit hillsongtv.com to watch 
the show. // H i l l s o n g  L e a d e r s h i p  N e t w o r k / The Hillsong Leadership 
Network is all about connecting, equipping and serving leaders, and exists to champion 
the cause of local churches everywhere. Our heart is that by coming alongside leaders, 
churches and ministries of varying denominations and styles, we are able to see more 
churches flourish and reach their God-given potential through this membership program. 
Join the Hillsong Leadership Network today and receive a wide variety of benefits, designed 
to equip and inspire you in building your church! Find more information at hillsongnetwork.
com // H i l l s o n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  C o l l e g e / Hillsong 
International Leadership College will equip you with the necessary principles and tools to 
lead and impact in every sphere of life. With a specific focus on raising and training local 
church leaders, the college is strategically placed within the life of Hillsong Church in 
order that every student will apply the skills they learn in the classroom in a practical 
ministry setting within the church. 

To find further information about the Pastoral Leadership Streams (including Youth, 
Children, Event Management or Social Justice Pathways), Creative Streams (including 
Worship Music, TV & Media, Dance or Production) or our Degree Program, please visit 
hillsongcollege.com

For any other information about Hillsong Church visit hillsong.com

For copyright enquiries, please contact:
Hillsong Music Publishing, PO Box 1195, Castle Hill NSW 1765 Australia
T: +61 2 8853 5284 / F: +61 2 8846 4625 / E: publishing@hil lsong.com / W: hi l lsongpublishing.com

our prayer for you
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