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“Weak made strong in the
Saviour’s love” 

- His Strength Made Perfect in Our Weakness

Perhaps one of the greatest feelings of security known to a child is when, overwhelmed 
by childhood fears and dangers, a powerful parent effortlessly sweeps them up out of 
harm’s way.

We can all imagine various forms of guardianship both big and small, and yet, the result 
is the same. The strength of the parent is highlighted by the comparative weakness of the 
child. A child has no need to compete with the parent’s strength or leadership. They can 
happily focus on whatever they need to and when strength is needed, it is drawn from 
the parent and not from themselves, because the child’s strength is insufficient for the 
task. The parent delights in lending their strength, for it comes out of their overflowing 
love for the child and the child does not think less of themselves for needing the parent. 
Through the parent’s strength the child is strong, far stronger than if the child was on 
their own.

Jesus’ love and grace strengthens us in a similar way. In 2 Cor 12:9 it tells us that 
Jesus’ grace is wholly and completely sufficient for us and His strength is made perfect 
in our weakness. In Matt 11:28, Jesus is calling us to Himself, anyone who is tired or 
burdened. He wants to give us rest! Not only is Christ’s strength revealed through our 
weakness, we become strengthened because it’s not our own strength but God’s. When 
it’s no longer about our strength but God’s strength, it opens a door for Christ to work 
through us and makes it possible for His power to be seen by all, and in the process 
becomes a testimony to Him. Though we are weak, through Christ and His love for us, 
we are made strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9, Matthew 11:28
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Q: What are some things or people that you rely in your day-to-day life? (Leaders 
Tip: You can make this a light-hearted discussion).

Q: “I dare not trust the sweetest frame” - What are some things that can be 
attractive but dangerous to rely on for strength instead of Jesus?

Q: Have you ever been strengthened by someone else? Describe the experience.

Q: Describe an area in your life that used to be weak but has now become 
strong. How did that happen?

Q: “But wholly trust in Jesus’ name” - What are some barriers you’ve experienced 
to trusting God?

Q: What have you learned about consistently choosing Jesus when you’re tired, 
stressed or weak?

Notes

CONNECTion and action
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Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-6, 15:9-10 
& 2 Corinthians 3:4-6.

Q: What does Paul mean when he says “we watered but God caused the growth”?

Q: What does Paul mean when he says “our competency comes from God”?

Q: What perspective on “grace” and “work” is Paul providing in 1 Cor 15:10?

Q: What can we learn from these scriptures about the way in which God’s strength and our 
efforts work together?

Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Q: What human tendency do you think Jesus’ statement “My grace is sufficient for you” is 
intended to counter?

Q: What do you think Jesus meant when he told Paul “my power is made perfect in weakness”? 
How do you think it works?

Q: Do you think v9 can be applied to all forms of human weakness? If so, how? If not,  
why not? 

Q: In v10, Paul says he “delights in weakness.” Does that mean all weakness? Are there some 
weaknesses we’re meant to have overcome?

Q: Which of your weaknesses are you glad Jesus’ grace is sufficient for?

Notes

bible and belief
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Q: What have you learned about carrying the pressures and responsibilities of leadership in 
the grace and strength of God?

Q: What have you learned about continuing to lead strongly when there are challenges and 
difficulties in your personal life? Give an example.

Q: What indicators tell us whether our ministry team members are strong or stressed?

Q: How can we help those we lead develop resilience in life and ministry?

Q: Give an example of a time God broke through in the life of your connect group or team.

growing leadership

Notes
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Our prayer is that you would discover the Author of love… the Lord Jesus Christ. His life and 

death represent the greatest gift of love the world will ever see… “This is real love – not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.” 

1 John 4:10 (NLT)… God paid the ultimate sacrifice sending His Son, Jesus Christ, who died on 

the cross in our place and rose again to prove His victory, restore our relationship with Him 

and empower us for life. It is through Jesus Christ that we can know and be reconciled with 

God… All we need to do is believe in Him and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. It 

is as simple as praying a prayer… asking Jesus to meet you right where you are… It is a brand 

new start of living in relationship with God… If you are not sure that you personally know 

the Lord Jesus, we would like to encourage you to make this your prayer today // Dear Lord 

Jesus, Thank You for dying on the cross for me.  Thank You for Your amazing love.  I repent of my sins and thank You 

for Your forgiveness.  Please come into my life and give me a fresh start.  I believe in You and accept You as my Lord 

and Saviour.  I am now a Christian – a follower of Jesus Christ and You now live in me.  Help me to live my life for You 

from this day forward.  Amen. // If you have prayed this prayer today, we would love to hear from you!  

Please write to us at Hillsong Church, PO Box 1195, Castle Hill, NSW 1765, Australia or email us at 

prayer@hillsong.com 

At Hillsong Church, we believe it to be part of our mandate to serve the body of Christ and 
our resources are designed to this end.

H i l l s o n g  M u s i c  a n d  T e a ch  i n g / For the latest in teaching from Brian & 
Bobbie Houston + music from Hillsong LIVE, UNITED & KIDS + email newsletters, competitions, 
sheet music and much more visit hillsongmusic.com // C o n f e r e n c e s / Hillsong Church 
hosts 3 major conferences every year, including the Hillsong Conference, the Colour 
Your World Women’s Conference and the Hillsong Men’s Conference - Hosted in Sydney, 
Australia . Check out the dates and venues for the upcoming conferences at hillsong.com/
conferences // H i l l s o n g  T e l e v i s i o n / Brian Houston @ Hillsong Television is 
a half-hour Christian television program that features his teaching from the Hillsong 
Church services in Sydney, Australia . Pastor Brian’s messages are empowering, passionate 
and practical for everyday life; his teaching will inspire you with the hope, joy, meaning 
and purpose that can be found in a personal and loving God. Visit hillsongtv.com to watch 
the show. // H i l l s o n g  L e a d e r s h i p  N e t w o r k / The Hillsong Leadership 
Network is all about connecting, equipping and serving leaders, and exists to champion 
the cause of local churches everywhere. Our heart is that by coming alongside leaders, 
churches and ministries of varying denominations and styles, we are able to see more 
churches flourish and reach their God-given potential through this membership program. 
Join the Hillsong Leadership Network today and receive a wide variety of benefits, designed 
to equip and inspire you in building your church! Find more information at hillsongnetwork.
com // H i l l s o n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  C o l l e g e / Hillsong 
International Leadership College will equip you with the necessary principles and tools to 
lead and impact in every sphere of life. With a specific focus on raising and training local 
church leaders, the college is strategically placed within the life of Hillsong Church in 
order that every student will apply the skills they learn in the classroom in a practical 
ministry setting within the church. 

To find further information about the Pastoral Leadership Streams (including Youth, 
Children, Event Management or Social Justice Pathways), Creative Streams (including 
Worship Music, TV & Media, Dance or Production) or our Degree Program, please visit 
hillsongcollege.com

For any other information about Hillsong Church visit hillsong.com

For copyright enquiries, please contact:
Hillsong Music Publishing, PO Box 1195, Castle Hill NSW 1765 Australia
T: +61 2 8853 5284 / F: +61 2 8846 4625 / E: publishing@hil lsong.com / W: hi l lsongpublishing.com

our prayer for you
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