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How do we lead worship for kids? 

Every worship leader should have the experience of leading 
worship for kids at least once. Even if you have a solid grasp on 
building Sunday morning sets, bringing together a congregation of 
children to worship is a new challenge that places different 
demands on the worship leader.  

Here are five best practices for leading worship for kids’ events.  
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1. Leading is about teaching. 

2. Younger = animated; older = model. 

3. Alter songs for simplicity. 

4. Make complex themes simple. 

5. Have fun, and be real.  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Leading worship for kids is about teaching.  
 
Kids are learning new, fresh ideas about who God is. They’re 
learning who they are, what God’s world is all about, and how 
these two are interwoven. We get to put this into song. 

As we’re leading them in worship, we are teaching them. We 
shouldn’t expect kids to engage meaningfully in the same way 
that adults would. At the same time, we do want to encourage 
them to find an encounter with God in their early years. Choose 
songs that both lead and teach the kids.

PRACTICE 1 - LEADING IS ABOUT TEACHING
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For young kids, be animated. For older kids, be a model. 
 
Be animated with younger kids. Have fun, smile, and make it very clear that you’re 
happy to be with them. This will make the kids happy to be there as well, and the 
experience will be rejuvenating for everyone involved. 

Older kids may take the animated approach as “over-the-top.” At this age, you 
want to begin to model a more “connected” worship experience, encouraging them 
to meet with God through song. Try integrating some new ideas, like teaching 
them that songs are prayers, and they can pray through the words of the song.  

In the junior high/early teen years, consider incorporating popular worship songs to 
connect them with God through music they may have heard in other settings. 

PRACTICE 2 - YOUNGER = ANIMATED; OLDER = MODEL
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Alter songs for simplicity.  
 
Singing every verse and chorus of the contemporary worship song you love 
might not be the best way to lead kids in worship. 

Try choosing one of the verses – the simplest or clearest – and then sing the 
chorus. Or, do a well-known kids’ song and add in the chorus of a contemporary 
song. Piece together chunks of music to make this work  We want the most 
accessible sections of a song to be there for the kids to hang their heart on 
when they’re in a worship setting. 

Then, when the kids are worshiping with the adults, they can connect with the 
pieces of songs that they’ve heard.

PRACTICE 3 - ALTER SONGS FOR SIMPLICITY
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Make complex themes simple.  
 
We want to take the complexity of who God is and convey it in a way that 
kids can understand. How you can make a big theme seem simple?  

It may be that using a simple phrase that’s playful and memorable, or hand 
motions that mimic the song lyrics, will connect the kids to a grand theme.  

Take the complex ideas of worship and work to make them relatable to 
children by using metaphors they will understand. 

PRACTICE 4 - MAKE COMPLEX THEMES SIMPLE
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Have fun, and be real. 
 
Kids can spot an imposter from a mile away. If you’re faking that 
you’re happy to be with them, they can sense this and won’t 
engage with your leadership. 

If you’re enjoying yourself as you’re with them, they’re going to 
see it as a fun time to be together, too. Show them that it’s a 
privilege to be leading them in worship, and you’re enjoying it just 
as much as they are.

PRACTICE 5 - HAVE FUN AND BE REAL
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> Try at least one idea for the next time you meet.  
  
While you’re leading the kids, you’re also teaching them a foundation for 
how to worship God. Be animated with young children, and show them 
that you’re happy to be there. Model for older kids how to connect with 
God through song, and guide them into a gathered worship experience.  

Try piecing together songs and choruses for a mix of well-known kids’ 
songs and contemporary worship choruses that they might hear down 
the road. Break down hard or complex themes for kids in a way that they 
can understand by using metaphors. And, finally, enjoy yourself. Show 
the kids what a privilege it is to be spending time in worship with them.

ACTION STEPS
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• 6 STUDIES in Worship Leading, Worship Ministry 
Skills, Worship Songwriting, Worship Values, 
Worship Theology, and Worship History

WAS THIS HELPFUL? GET THE ENTIRE ESSENTIALS IN WORSHIP COURSE.

• A COMPLETE TRAINING MANUAL, broken 
up into 50-page, “quick study” segments

• 30+ DISCUSSION STARTER VIDEOS with Dan Wilt

• TOOLS for Songwriting, Evaluations, and more.

YOUR DOWNLOAD INCLUDES:

Used by thousands of leaders and churches as their go-to training tool for worship leaders in their church (and 
for team members), The Essentials In Worship Video Training Course with Dan Wilt, M.Min. is built to work. 
Leaders read brief studies, watch short videos, and connect with game-changing worship leadership insights.

• BONUS Toolkit eBooks and Media for your team.

Less than the cost of sending one person to one conference this year, Essentials will train all your leaders for 
years! If Essentials In Worship isn’t just the tool you need, then keep it – and get a full refund.

Check It Out

http://www.danwilt.com/essentials-in-worship-the-complete-worship-leader-training-solution-for-your-church/
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UNLIMITED WORSHIP TRAINING MEDIA IS A CLICK AWAY.
The Essentials In Worship Video Training Course is also part of the world’s largest worship training media 
library, WorshipTraining.com. With a simple individual or church membership, you will never be without world-
class training material for your next retreat, training night, or team email.

WorshipTraining.com has thousands of videos, ebook, articles and more that will upgrade the worship 
experience of your church. Hosting both contemporary and historic worship resources, WorshipTraining will be 
your go-to resource for years to come.  

Become a member FREE just by clicking the link below, or visiting WorshipTraining.com.

Join Free

http://www.danwilt.com/essentials-in-worship-the-complete-worship-leader-training-solution-for-your-church/
http://www.WorshipTraining.com
http://www.WorshipTraining.com
http://WorshipTraining.com
http://www.danwilt.com/essentials-in-worship-the-complete-worship-leader-training-solution-for-your-church/
http://www.worshiptraining.com
http://www.worshiptraining.com
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