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How do we rehearse song outros? 
 
Song outros provide transitions for your worship set, as they are 
the finish of a song that anticipates the beginning of the next.  

Outros are crucial for maintaining an atmosphere of worship for 
your congregation as the set progresses song to song. 

Here are five tips for rehearsing the “tail” of your worship songs – 
the outros.
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1. Decide how the song will end. 

2. Clarify the progression. 

3. Practice the finish. 

4. Loop the outro. 

5. Work the transition. 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Decide how you will wrap up the song.  
 
First of all, we need to decide how the song we are currently doing will 
actually end. Is the song going to finish abruptly, right at the end of a big 
a cappella chorus? Is it going to have a full stop as a band? Is it going to 
have a splashy stop with the cymbals rumbling over top of a cacophony 
of applause and cheering in the congregation? Is it going to sweetly 
finish on a chord with the pads transitioning to the next song? 

Make the decision, as there are many options for concluding the song, 
and practice an ending. If you don’t like it, or how the band does it, you 
can always switch it up later.

TIP 1 - DECIDE HOW THE SONG WILL END
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Clarify the progression.  
 
What do you want the musicians to do? They’ll be wondering, and they’ll do 
what they’ve heard before, or what they’d like to do, unless you tell them.  

What should they be playing when you get to the end of the song? Do they go 
back to the vamp – that two or four-chord phrase that keeps repeating to take 
you in or out of a song? Or do they drop out completely? When should the drop 
out happen? This is all very important to clarify.  

Try experimenting with your musicians. Tell them to drop out on a specific bar 
just to try it out, and then explain your plan for the ending as they do. Then, 
decide. This gives confidence to your band and puts everyone on the same page.

TIP 2 - CLARIFY THE PROGRESSION
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Practice the big finish.  
 
Many leaders (and bands) spend much more time practicing the intro to a 
song rather than focusing the outro and working on how they’ll transition 
into the next song. Practice that finish over and over.  

Here’s one worship leader’s method: 

“I turn my microphone and monitor toward the band – I find this works 
for rehearsing outros, intros, and full songs alike – and talk them through 
the song as we go along. This way, everyone’s on the same page as they 
read my body and facial language. When I turn around, they ‘get it.’”

TIP 3 - PRACTICE THE FINISH
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Loop the outro. 
 
Have the band play the outro over and over. Finish the song, and then 
go back into the last few bars. Keep looping those bars. Continue 
this practice until the outro starts to settle in the musicians.  

If your rehearsal is mid-week, your band may have forgotten how the 
outro was originally practiced by the time Sunday comes around. If 
you loop the outro over and over in your mid-week rehearsal, your 
band will come with a little stronger frame of reference for how the 
song is supposed to end on Sunday.

TIP 4 - LOOP THE OUTDO
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Work the transition.  
 
How the song ends has everything to do with how the next song begins. 
Practice the tail end of the song as it moves into the top of the next. This is also 
called “tail and top” practicing. 

Understanding how “top and tail” practicing affects your worship set is the key 
to creating smooth transitions in all your sets. Practice your transitions between 
songs. Take the time, and you won’t regret it.  

If time is short in a rehearsal, go right to the top and tail transitions. The song 
will probably play itself, and you’ll be glad you tightened up the outros and 
intros.

TIP 5 - WORK THE TRANSITION
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> Try at least one idea for the next time you meet.  

Decide how your song is going to end, and relay this information 
clearly to your band members. If your musicians are confident in 
what they will be playing, it will make your transition much 
stronger and smoother.  

Practice your outro repeatedly, and then connect it to the beginning 
of the next song. Give your musicians a strong sense for how the 
song is going to end, and how the next one is going to begin.
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• 6 STUDIES in Worship Leading, Worship Ministry 
Skills, Worship Songwriting, Worship Values, 
Worship Theology, and Worship History

WAS THIS HELPFUL? GET THE ENTIRE ESSENTIALS IN WORSHIP COURSE.

• A COMPLETE TRAINING MANUAL, broken 
up into 50-page, “quick study” segments

• 30+ DISCUSSION STARTER VIDEOS with Dan Wilt

• TOOLS for Songwriting, Evaluations, and more.

YOUR DOWNLOAD INCLUDES:

Used by thousands of leaders and churches as their go-to training tool for worship leaders in their church (and 
for team members), The Essentials In Worship Video Training Course with Dan Wilt, M.Min. is built to work. 
Leaders read brief studies, watch short videos, and connect with game-changing worship leadership insights.

• BONUS Toolkit eBooks and Media for your team.

Less than the cost of sending one person to one conference this year, Essentials will train all your leaders for 
years! If Essentials In Worship isn’t just the tool you need, then keep it – and get a full refund.

Check It Out

http://www.danwilt.com/essentials-in-worship-the-complete-worship-leader-training-solution-for-your-church/
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UNLIMITED WORSHIP TRAINING MEDIA IS A CLICK AWAY.
The Essentials In Worship Video Training Course is also part of the world’s largest worship training media 
library, WorshipTraining.com. With a simple individual or church membership, you will never be without world-
class training material for your next retreat, training night, or team email.

WorshipTraining.com has thousands of videos, ebook, articles and more that will upgrade the worship 
experience of your church. Hosting both contemporary and historic worship resources, WorshipTraining will be 
your go-to resource for years to come.  

Become a member FREE just by clicking the link below, or visiting WorshipTraining.com.

Join Free

http://www.danwilt.com/essentials-in-worship-the-complete-worship-leader-training-solution-for-your-church/
http://www.WorshipTraining.com
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