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We enter into this first Sunday of the Advent season, turning our attention to You,
God. We acknowledge the darkness that is within us, and that permeates the
world.

Father, forgive us.

We acknowledge the suffering, tragedy, and pain by which humanity is afflicted,
which seems at times to overwhelm us.
Draw near to us, Oh God.

We consider the mystery of your ways, that you might choose to send our Savior
as an innocent baby and not as a warrior or a king; as one who humbly accepted
suffering and humiliation and called it glory.

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

We choose in this moment to focus our attention on HOPE; the hope of Jesus
Christ and all his coming represents for suffering people, the hope for restoration
of all that is broken in the world, the hope of new life and resurrection.

Hope is the light we wish to see by.

Grant, Oh God, that when he comes, Christ may find us waiting in expectation,
our souls quieted, our hearts soft and open.
We wait in hope for the Lord.

In Christ all things are made new, and we look forward to the day our hope is
fulfilled, each heart reconciled, the work of Christ completed in all the earth.
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

Amen
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