

[image: ][image: Health and Social Care Partnership – North Ayrshire Community Planning  Partnership][image: ][image: ]                                                                                                                                     


Communities Mental Health & Wellbeing Fund North Ayrshire
Frequently Asked Questions 

Who can apply?
Applications can be accepted from a range of voluntary, ‘grass-roots’, ‘not for profit’ organisations, associations, groups and clubs or consortiums/partnerships which have a strong community focus for their activities. The range of organisations that can apply are: 

· Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisations (SCIO)
· Unincorporated Associations
· Companies Limited by Guarantee
· Trusts
· Not-for-profit company or asset locked company or Community Interest Companies (CIC)
· Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies
· Community Councils

Note: Your annual turnover should be under £1,000,000. We will accept applications for smaller organisations working with larger organisations.

Governance requirements will be encouraged before releasing the funds but may not be imperative to smaller applications if the project is right. Please have a chat with one of the team for further detail. 

Allocations will ensure a focus on initiatives for adults (aged 16 and over) which are inclusive of the following priority groups:
· Women (particularly women and young women affected by male sexual violence); 
· People with a long term health condition or disability; 
· People who are or have been on the highest risk (previously shielding) list; 
· People from a minority ethnic background; 
· Refugees and those with no recourse to public funds; 
· People facing socio-economic disadvantage (people on a low income and living in an area affected by deprivation); 
· People experiencing severe and multiple disadvantage; 
· People with diagnosed mental illness;  
· People affected by psychological trauma (including adverse childhood experiences); 
· People who have experienced bereavement or loss; 
· People disadvantaged by geographical location (particularly remote and rural areas); 
· Older people; 
· Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) communities.

Furthermore, groups and organisations wishing to apply for funding do not need to have mental health and wellbeing as their main focus, but their application does have to clearly benefit the mental wellbeing of adults - people aged 16 or over in their community.

What activities can be funded? 
The fund will focus on projects which help whole communities and/or community groups, in turn making a difference to the lives of adult individuals.  It aims to tackle inequalities for adults through community based initiatives that support, promote and develop good mental health and wellbeing, as well as activities that provide opportunities to connect and revitalise communities. This includes suicide prevention, social isolation, loneliness, prevention and intervention. These activities should also be aligned to one or more of the priorities (see below). 


What are the priorities?
1. Tackling priority issues within the Transition and Recovery Plan click here  such as suicide prevention, social isolation and loneliness, prevention and early intervention.
2. Addressing the mental health inequalities exacerbated by the pandemic and the needs of a range of ‘at risk’ groups locally.
3. Supporting small ‘grass roots’ community groups and organisations to deliver such activities.
4. Providing opportunities for people to connect with each other, build trusted relationships and revitalise communities.
5. Supporting recovery and creativity locally by building on what is already there, what was achieved through the pandemic, and by investing in creative solutions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]What can the fund be used for?
The fund is primarily focused on supporting operational and revenue costs e.g. volunteer and one off fixed term staff costs, expenses, equipment, etc. – to fulfil the activity. For this year of funding, small capital spend up to £10,000 is eligible. See examples below. 

NB: Please note that this fund is not directed towards providing clinical interventions, such as counselling or Cognitive Behaviour Therapy.

Any funding towards core revenue costs will be short term to support demands of the Covid pandemic.

	We will fund

	We cannot fund


	Equipment
	Contingency costs, loans, endowments or interest

	One-off events
Hall hire for community spaces
	Electricity generation and feed-in tariff payment

	Small capital spend up to £10,000 (i.e. Land or building projects) 
	Political or religious campaigning 

	Staff costs (noting this is a 2 year fund therefore one off or fixed term) 
	Profit-making/fundraising activities

	Training costs
	VAT you can reclaim

	Transport
	Statutory activities

	Utilities/running costs
	Overseas travel

	Volunteer expenses
	Alcohol

	Helping people to stay safe (PPE for small gatherings/group activity)
	Counselling or CBT



How much can we apply for?
There are three application forms, up to £2,000, up to £10,000 and up to £50,000.  If you are submitting a bid for up to £50,000, there would be an expectation of collaborative working. Application and monitoring requirements will be proportionate to the funding applied for e.g. A bid for £50,000 would require more detail than a bid for £2,000.


Can I submit multiple applications?
Yes, if you have more than one project, you can submit a separate application for each one.

Our group does not have a bank account; can we still apply?
Yes, it is preferable that if you work with a larger organisation that they can hold or ring-fence funds on your behalf, speak to a team member if you have any concerns. 

When does it need to be spent by?
The funding is time limited as it is anticipated there will be reoccurring funds in 2022/23 (subject to budget approval) therefore, short term impact projects will be more favourable. Funding will be distributed to organisations no later than 31st March 2022. 

Can the fund be used for expanding existing projects, or does the project have to be new?
This fund can be used for both new projects and the expansion of existing projects providing additionality, not replacement funding.

Will monitoring be required?
Yes, monitoring arrangements will be dependent on the amount of funding awarded. Light touch for amounts up to £10,000 with more information required on amounts awarded up to £50,000.

How do we apply? 
To apply for the fund, click on the Arran CVS website: www.arrancvs.org.uk – Alternatively, to get a paper copy, contact the Arran CVS office (Tel: 01770 600611 or email carol.norton@arrancvs.org.uk). Fill in the application form online (you can save progress as you go) and submit when ready, scan in and email or post to our office: FAO Carol Norton, Arran CVS, Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB. If you require assistance a Development Officer can help you with this process.

I have started my application; can I save and go back to it?
You can stop and save your application at any point but ensure that you take a copy of the link to enable you to go back to it.

Who can I speak with for more help? 
If you need any support or assistance completing the funding application or have any generic queries, we will provide the support of a Development Officer. We can offer individual information sessions if required.

When will the fund open?
Week commencing 22nd November 2021

When will it close? 
6th January 2022

When will I receive the money? 
From the date we notify you that your application has been successful, and you return your award acceptance form along with bank details, please allow between 3-5 working days to receive the funds into your designated bank account.

Who is delivering this funding?
On behalf of the Scottish Government, this fund is being administered by Arran CVS under the Third Sector Interface remit, working jointly with TACT, also as partners with North Ayrshire Health and Social Care Partnership and North Ayrshire Council Community Planning Partnership.

Will there be recuring funds?
Scottish Government have indicated that this fund will recur in 2022/2023 subject to budget approval.



Page 4 of 4

image1.png
AYRSHIRE





image2.png
[ e )

NORTH AYRSHIRE
Health and Social Care
Partnership




image3.png
Arran

C

BUILDING SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY NETWORKS




image4.png
North Ayrshire
Community Planning Partnership




