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W 
elcome Summer! We have 
been through a rough Spring 
at the House with so many 

changes.  I am so grateful to all of you for 
your strength and tenacity as we 
weathered together through the 
devastating, yet necessary, unit closures 
and so many disruptions caused by our 
First Floor renovation project. 

 Another part of our Strategic Plan for 
keeping the House solvent for many 
years to come was the announcement of 
our affiliation with Fellowship Senior 
Living in Basking Ridge on June 13th.  
This affiliation will bring us greater 
resources and best practices to help us 
reposition the campus for a brighter 
future. Brian Lawrence, the President & 
CEO of Fellowship, along with Dave 
Sullivan, our Board of Trustees 
President & myself, met with all our 
residents, staff and invited families to 
illustrate what FSL will bring to the 
House.  The final closing of our 
partnership will not take place for at 
least 6 months but Fellowship began a 
management agreement with us this 
month.  More information will follow. 

 We have the excitement of the 
unveiling (drum roll please!) of our 
renovated Schenk Lodge, our IL dining 

News from The House of the Good Shepherd 

Memorial Day BBQ with AL 

— continued on next page  
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space.  Residents participated in a grand 
opening that was delightful! 

 Enjoy your summer plans! 

   Sue Lanza, Executive Director  

The Schenk Legacy 
     Rudolph Smith Schenk was born in   
Hancock, NY, to Louis and Catherine 
Schenk on December 16, 1898 and Edna 
Miller Schenk was born in 1906.          
Rudolph attended Middlebury College in 
VT.  After college, Rudolph moved to 
East Orange, NJ, where he began what 
would become a successful career in 
manufacturing, largely at the Sun       
Tubing Company, which made               
collapsible metal tubing and owned 
plants in Hillside and Washington, NJ.  
Beginning as a printer for Sun Tube in 
1924, Rudolph worked in virtually every 
department as he rose through the 
ranks, eventually becoming president of 
Sun Tube.   
     Rudolph was awarded two patents: 
one in 1936 when he worked for Sun 
Tube and the other in 1967 when he 
was with Rexall Drug Chemical.            
Rudolph was credited with many               
important contributions to the tubing    
business, including the development of 
a transformative printing method that 
made practices of the time obsolete. He 
also served as president of Extrusion 
Development Corporation in                
Hawthorne, NJ. 
     Rudolph married Edna Miller in 1941. 
In the early years of their marriage they  
resided in Essex County, where Edna 
was active in Millburn-Short Hills Junior 
Red Cross. They eventually moved to the 
now- defunct township of Pahaquarry in 

Our Treasured Receptionist 
Helen Wysowaty 
Retired in March! 

— continued on page 5  
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— continued on next page  

 Bruce’s next calling was to serve as Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Mahanoy 
(pronounced MAHA-noy) City, which in spite of 
being named a “city,” it is actually a small 
community in Pennsylvania’s hard coal region.  In 
Mahanoy, the couple became a family, welcoming 
their two children, Anna and James.  
 
 The couple’s next stop was Findlay, Ohio, 
where Bruce became the Director of Area 
Ministry for the Maumee Valley Presbytery, which 
spans northwest Ohio and southern Michigan 
and included 85 churches.  Jean joined the First 
Presbyterian Church in Findlay as Director of 
Christian Education, and the family lived in the 
Maumee Valley for 13 years. 
 
 In 1999, Bruce was called to oversee two 
Presbyteries, the Hudson River Presbytery in 
New York that includes eight New York counties 
and 86 congregations, and the Palisades in New 
Jersey, which at the time consisted of 50 
congregations across three counties.  The family 
settled in New Rochelle, NY.  During his tenure, 
many Presbyterian congregations area 
underwent significant multicultural changes 
including the expansion of African American, 
Hispanic, Korean, Armenian, and Arabic 
members.  During this time, Jean, enjoyed a 
successful career as a Christian Educator in 
Pelham, NY at Huguenot Memorial Presbyterian 
Church.  
 
 Bruce retired in 2013 after dedicating 
himself to ministering for 45 years.  He continued 
to live in New Rochelle and remains active in the 
Hudson River Presbytery; he currently serves as 
the Chair of the Nominating Committee. Bruce 

 Born the second of seven children, Bruce 
spent his early years in Cleveland before his family 
relocated briefly to New Hartford, NY, before 

eventually settling the 
Philadelphia area.  Although 
Bruce has always had a 
passion for science and 
technology, earning a 
bachelor’s in Physics from 
Swarthmore College, his true 
calling was to the 
Presbyterian Ministry.  After 
Swarthmore, Bruce was 
accepted to the Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City where he 
earned a Masters of Divinity.   
 
 After his ordination, Bruce’s first calling 
brought him back to his native Philadelphia to 
minister at Patterson Memorial Church for four 
years.  After Patterson, Bruce became the 
Associate Coordinator at the Philadelphia based 
North West Interfaith Movement, a social service 
organization that offered housing and other 
support programs to those in need. It was during 
this time Bruce worshipped at the Tabernacle 
United Church on the University of Pennsylvania 
campus where he met Jean DeGraff, the woman 
who would become his wife of 42 years.  At the 
time, Jean was a graduate student working 
toward her Master of Education at Penn. 

Meet Bruce Tischler  
This month our Director of Development, 
Maureen Cameron, interviewed Bruce Tischler 
who  joined The House of the Good Shepherd 
community in March. Welcome Bruce! 

 Bruce Tischler  
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also remained active in causes important to him, 
including the Indivisible movement, a nationwide 
initiative supported by volunteers that engage in 
progressive advocacy and electoral work at the 
local, state, and federal levels. Bruce led 
Indivisible’s New Rochelle’s immigration team for 
four years. 
 
 Bruce’s daughter Anna Tischler attended 
her dad’s alma mater, Swarthmore, where she 
studied biology and then went on to earn a PhD in 
microbiology from Tufts University. Anna is now 
an Associate Professor in the Microbiology and 
Immunology Department at the Medical School 
of the University of Minnesota where she 
oversees a research lab that studies tuberculosis. 
Anna is married to Christopher Reid, an IT 
specialist, and they have a daughter, Celeste, who 
is excited to graduate from kindergarten this 
month. 
 
 Bruce’s son James Tischler studied graphic 
design at the University of Cincinnati and is a 
Graphic Designer for The Gap. His wife, Emily, 
designs formal gowns for the high-end couturier, 
Badgley Mischka. James and Emily had lived on 
Manhattan’s upper west side with their 
daughters, Violet (now age 7) and Audrey (now 
4), until the Pandemic arrived, which helped 
encourage them to swap their urban lifestyle for a 
more rural location here in Hackettstown.   After 
23 years of living in Westchester, NY, Bruce 
decided to make Hackettstown his home, too. 
  
 

Meet Bruce Tischler  — from previous page 

 In addition to living in PA, OH, MI, NY, and 
NJ, Bruce and Jean traveled across the United 
States visiting sites and national parks including 
Yosemite, Yellowstone, Grand Tetons, the 
Badlands and many more.  They also traveled 
abroad when their daughter Anna was 
completing a post-doctorate program in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, which provided easy 
access to many European destinations.  They 
also accompanied Anna and her husband Chris 
on a trip to Egypt where they visited historic sites 
and enjoyed a cruise on The Nile.   
 
Despite a metastatic cancer diagnosis in the 
1990’s which predicted she would not have long 
to live, Jean survived for a remarkable 23 years, 
bravely seeking all treatments available, and 
passed on in 2016. 
 
During the Pandemic, the Tischler family started 
a family Zoom call on Sunday evenings, and 
Bruce hopes the tradition will continue long into 
the future.  The family is also looking forward to 
an annual family reunion in northern Vermont 
this summer--his wife’s family have been renting 
the same cottages, on the same lake, for 60 years!  

Jean M. Burnside 

F is for FUN we share. 
R is for READING, REACHING. 
I is for INTELLIGENT discussions. 
E is for ENDEARING memories. 
N is for NEVER telling a confidence. 
D is for DOING little things to help. 
S is for SINCERITY, SYMPATHY, SILLINESS 
H is for HUMOR. 
I is for INDEPENDENCE. 
P is for PUSHING each other to be our very best. 
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First floor renovations are coming to a 
close! 

Thank you to everyone for their 
tolerance and patience! 

Warren County, and then to Fredon 
Township in Sussex County, where they 
built a life that balanced work and      
leisure. Edna loved animals, horses      
especially.  
     They had no children, but together 
adopted many local causes including the 
Music Foundation of Sussex County and 
the couple were also active in Christ 
Episcopal Church in Newton. Edna was 
a longtime volunteer and supporter of 
The House of the Good Shepherd,          
including serving on its Board of      
Trustees in the late 1970s, and she also 
resided at The House.  Rudolph S. 
Schenk died on August 6, 1993 and 
Edna Schenk died on November 4, 1996, 
and they are both interred here in The 
House of the Good Shepherd’s Memorial 
Garden. 
     We are so grateful to the Schenks for 
their generous donations to the House 
which made our Foundation possible. 

The Schenk Legacy — from  page 2 
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From the Editor 

I am grateful to follow in Rev. Shawn 
Carty’s steps as editor of this wonderful 
newsletter.  Please send items for 
upcoming newsletters to Rod Perez-Vega 
(rperez-vega@hotgs.org). 

            The Rev. Rod Perez-Vega, Editor 

This month, Nadia Pershad in our Human 
Resources office took time to interview 
Chris Voorman, our Director of Dining 
Services. Many thanks to Chris for the 
work he does and for sharing his story! 

How did you end up at the House? 

I was looking for 
an opportunity 
closer to my 
home and an 
opportunity to 
jump into my 
first Director 
role. Through 
my interview 
process at the 

house, I had a feeling of family and an 
excitement for the renovations. I was 
able to picture myself for my career, 
which was really important!  

Tells how your journey started in 
Dietary? 

I went to school at Johnson and Wales 
University in Providence, Rhode Island 
for my Culinary Nutrition degree. I 
worked in a few restaurants around NJ 
and then went back to Montclair 
University where I completed my 
internship to become a Dietitian. I 
worked as a Dietitian at JFK Hospital in 
Edison before becoming their chef for a 
few years. I enjoy working in the health 
care industry. I liked the concept of 
Assisted Living which provides me with 

flexibility and an opportunity to show 
off my skills, while brightening the 
resident’s lives with our cooking. 

Can you tell us what you like about 
the House?  

I really enjoy working with the 
residents and staff here.  The different 
departments here work together really 
well and it helps bring the best for the 
residents.  All the team members here 
give 110% in everything they do and it 
shows, and I enjoy being apart of that.  I 
also love how willing the residents are 
to try something new and explore new 
menus with my team.   

What do you like to do in your spare 
time? 

My wife and I welcomed our first child 
in January so we have been spending a 
lot of time learning how to be parents!  I 
love spending time outside with my 
family and dog.  Otherwise I like to 
unwind on my time off doing some 
projects around the house or playing a 
good video game. 

Meet Christopher Voorman (Chris) 

 Chris Voorman 
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To Joseph and Claire Nagy of AL on occasion 
of their 73rd wedding anniversary on June 15.  
Claire and Joseph got married on Wednesday 
June 15, 1949 at Holy Trinity Church in Perth       
Amboy, NJ.   Congratulations and best wishes 
to them. 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations Marcia Penafiel 
our April, May, and June Staff Member of 
the Quarter! Marcia has been a CNA at 
The House of the Good Shepherd for over 
5 years and continues to demonstrate 
compassionate and excellent patient care 
to the Assisted Living residents. Marcia 
treats every resident as if she was caring 
for her own family members and is a very 
patient care giver. Marcia has provided 
orientation to many staff members over 
the years and is always willing to help 
staff in any department.  As an employee 
at the House, Marcia goes above and      
beyond for others, and we thank you for 
your time and service at the HOTGS. You 
are a valued member of the nursing team,  
committed to the residents and staff 
at the House, and we thank you! 

Katie Kresge shares the above picture of the 
trout release by 5th  grade students from 
Flocktown-Kossman Elementary School.  
Katie says: “this is one of the coolest thing I’ve 
seen in my 7 years here! They raised the trout 
from eggs for 7 months and released them  
into a -pool- in the river to continue to grow/
mature and produce more trout!” 
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