
October 2020 

Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey 

F 
all is in full swing now with the 
mums and pumpkins all around! 

As you know, we just started our 
“Indoor Visitation” on October 5 to 
provide safe (and warm!) visitation for 
our Skilled, Assisted Living and CPC 
Residents. Rules are the similar to the 
Outdoor Visitation: visits are by 
appointment only, screening and 
temperature are taken 
at the Skilled Nursing 
PATIO entrance with 
masks on, social 
distancing between 
visitors, and no food or drink or 
packages. Our Recreation Department 
sets up the schedule and is ready to take 
your call for an appointment at 908-684-
5731. Please note that outside visitors 
MUST follow the rules or visits may be 
curtailed. 

 Covid-19 is always on our mind and 
now we also have the flu season to think 
about. Our goal is always to keep 
everyone safe on our campus, so we do 
appreciate everyone’s efforts of: social 
distancing, mask wearing and for those 
who are able to get out with family or to 
appointments, being safe on outside 
visits. Remember that everyone who 
lives and works here has a personal 
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From the Editor 

W ith apologies, this month’s 
newsletter arrives a bit late and 

is shorter than usual thanks to the 
editor’s appendicitis. If you have story 
ideas, please share them by email 
(scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931. 
Thanks, as always, for reading the 
Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Deadline for next issue: Oct. 28 

responsibility to keep the rest of the 
community safe by our actions. 

 The Board of Trustees held an 
important all-day retreat on Tuesday, 
September 22 where two sub-
committees were formed to continue to 
look at our next strategic steps for the 
community. The two committees, Short-
term Renovation Committee and the 
Mission/Vision/Values Committee, each 
had an initial meeting with information 
to be brought forward to the next 
meeting at the appropriate time. 

 We wanted to thank Christine 
Garofalo for her 30 years of service to 
the House of the Good Shepherd as she 
resigns mid-October and goes off to a 
new adventure. Thank you for all you 
have done for the House during your 
time here—you will be missed! 

 Enjoy a safe Halloween and all the Fall 
events! 

  Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from previous page 

T he House of the Good Shepherd and 
the Arc of Warren County joined 

forces for the first time to hold a Golf 
Classic on Sept. 14, 2020 at Hawk Pointe 
Golf Club in Washington. Attendees and 
sponsors supported both The Arc 
Foundation and The Shepherd’s Fund. 

Thank you to all who participated! 

Golf Classic 2020 
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Congratulations to Sarah Rhinesmith, our 
October, November, and December Staff 
Member of the Quarter! Sarah 
Rhinesmith has been working here since 
2013. Sarah has gone above and beyond 
many times during this time period. It 
hasn't been easy doing the schedule with 
Covid going on but she has managed to get 
it done. Sarah will do just about anything 
that is asked of her. She comes in on days 
off, and she comes back to cover night 
shifts even after working all day without 
even being asked. She has filled in to cook 
breakfast and cook for the cafe on multiple 
occasions. 

Thank you, Sarah, for all that you do!  

Staff News 

New Employees 
A warm welcome to new employees who 
have started at the House since Sept. 1. 

• Aiden Babbage, Dietary Aide 

• Marcia Garcia, Housekeeping 

• Josephine Kesee, L.P.N. 

• Mara Lombardo, Housekeeping 

• Lori Vanator, R.N. 
Know someone who might make a good member of the 
team at the House? Employees can receive a bonus for 
referring new employees. Job openings are posted near 
the Second Floor receptionist, on the First Floor by the 
atm machine, and online. For more information talk 
with Gina Arnone or visit  our website and click on 
“Employment Opportunities.” 

Thanks to all who participated in our 
Employee Spirit Day on September 9 with a 

patriotic theme. Our next Employee Spirit Day 
will be October 30 as we celebrate Halloween. 

H ave an idea for making the House an 
even better place to work? All frontline 

staff are invited to bring your thoughts, 
concerns, and ideas to share at an Employee 
Morale Meeting on Oct. 15 at 1:30 p.m. No 
managers will be present and staff will be 
encouraged to speak freely. Questions? 
Contact Gina Arnone in Human Resources. 

We Remember 
Staff gathered outdoors on Friday, Sept. 11 

for prayers and silence as our nation marked 
nineteen years since Sept. 11, 2001. 



 

Just for Fun 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Mark Harpster   Director of Rehabilitation 
 ext. 5961     mharpster@fellowshipsl.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

JoAnne Ward, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    jward@hotgs.org 

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 
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This issue has 3 lost sheep. Did you find them? 


