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Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey 

H 
ard to believe we are in 
November already!  Where did 
the year go? 

 Our biggest news on campus right now 
is that we had to return to Phase 0 (from 
Phase 2) due to two employees and one 
resident who tested positive for Covid-
19, but thankfully, were asymptomatic. 

 Unfortunately, it 
does mean that we 
won’t be able to 
likely do indoor 
visiting for a while 
and this could 
include 
Thanksgiving Day. 
We will notify all of you through our 
regular updates as we have more 
information to share. 

 Our Library on the first floor has 
relocated to give residents a spot of their 
own. We had previously been sharing the 
Library space with administration for 
meetings. The new location is at the end 
of the hall on the first floor with a great 
view of the river. 

 Our technology guy, Stephen, will be 
stationed for much of his Wednesday and 
Friday visits in the new Library, if you 
have a quick question. Otherwise, please 
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From the Editor 

B est wishes to you and yours in this 
month of November as our nation 

celebrates the Thanksgiving holiday! 

 In this issue, we meet James Lubark 
and Hollie Driscoll. I hope you enjoy 
reading about them as much as I 
enjoyed interviewing them. 

 If you have story ideas, please share 
them by email (scarty@hotgs.org) or 
ext. 5931. Thanks, as always, for 
reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Deadline for next issue: Nov. 23 

see Helen or Amy to get you on 
Stephen’s schedule for technology 
services in your apartment on those 
days. Please enjoy the new Library 
space while doing social distancing and 
mask wearing.  

 To thank our employees this year for 
all they have done, we will be giving out 
pies for Thanksgiving. As you enter the 
second floor for screening, please sign 
up for your choice of one of three 
different pies! More information to 
follow. 

 Let’s be thankful for our HOTGS 
community and the wonderful people 
who live and work here. Remember that 
everyone here has a personal 
responsibility to keep the rest of the 
community safe by our individual 
actions. Please be safe and healthy! 

  Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from previous page 

Books on the move! The first floor 
Library is now at the end of the hall 

with a lovely view of the Musconetcong 
River. Many thanks to our staff for 

moving the books, shelves, and tables. 
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Meet James Lubark 
This month, we get acquainted with 
James Lubark, a resident in our 
Healthcare Unit who is always ready for 
a friendly conversation with a smile. - Ed. 

How do you prefer to be called? 

Jimmy! I was born James Joseph Lubark 
at St. Michael’s Hospital in Newark, but 
prefer to be called Jimmy. That’s what 
my family and friends call me. 

Tell us about your years growing up 
and life before coming to the House. 

I grew up in Kearny and my sister lives 
in Blairstown. My family is Polish and 
we grew up with lots of good food—
pierogi, babka, and chrusciki. I lived for 
a while at Warren Haven but came to 
the House of the Good Shepherd three 
years ago and am glad to be here. The 
food is better! 

I hear you have been a salesman. 

I have sold many things in my life 
starting with carpets, then appliances, 
and finally cars. I like selling things 
because I have a voice—that’s what the 
Lord gave me—and I can use it. Here at 
the House, I have sold candy. With the 
virus restrictions, it has meant I can’t 
have my table to sell candy for now. 

Tell us about some of the things you 
especially enjoy doing. 

I enjoy meeting people and spending 
time in the den for recreation activities. 
I like our flexibility class and the music. 
Rock, oldies, and doo-wop are my 

favorite types of music. My favorite 
movie is the Godfather. For sports, I’m a 
fan of the New York Mets, Jets, and 
Giants but I think I like baseball best. 

Who are your favorite players? 

My favorite football player was Alex 
Webster. He grew up in Kearny and 
played for the Giants. I just watched a 
film about Jackie Robinson, “42.” It’s a 
good film about Jackie and equality. 

Do you have a philosophy of life? 

I think it’s important to follow the rules 
and do the right thing. 

I have a voice, that’s 

what the Lord gave me, 

and I can use it. 

-- Jimmy Lubark 
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Congratulations! 
George Smith and Marie Sullivan 

are our bingo champions for October! 

Lemon Bars  

Ahh...the tangy taste of lemon bars! 
This recipe comes from our own 

Helen Wysowaty. Enjoy!  

• 1 Cup Butter 
(make sure soft) use sticks 

• 2 Cups Flour 

• ½ Cup Confectioner’s Sugar 

Mix ingredients together and press into 
9 x 13” baking pan. Bake at 350° for 15 
minutes. 

For the lemon filling, mix together the 
following and pour on top of crust: 

• 2 Cups Sugar 

• 4 Eggs 

• 8 Tablespoons Lemon Juice 

• 4 Tablespoons Flour 

• 1 Teaspoon Baking Powder 

• Pinch of Salt 

Bake at 350° for 25-30 minutes. 

After cool, sprinkle with confectioner’s 
sugar and cut into bars. 
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This issue we get to know Hollie Driscoll, 
our Chief Financial Officer and Corporate 
Compliance Official, who has served at 
the House for a decade. - Ed. 

Tell us about your work at the House. 

I started working at the House in 
December 2009 in the business office 
and became Chief Financial Officer 
several years later. As you can imagine, 
most of my work is focused on the 
financial health of the House. I work 
closely with staff and the Board of 
Trustees to keep the house on a stable 
financial footing. In addition, I serve as 
the Corporate Compliance Official and I 
oversee the technology we use here at 
the House. 

Have you always worked in finance? 

I have a degree in accounting from 
Montclair State University and have 
worked for a construction company 
doing bookkeeping and kitchen design 
and sales. I also worked in corporate 
accounting for a computer services 
company. I always liked math and once 
thought of being a teacher, but found 
accounting is a good fit for me. 

What do you enjoy doing when you 
are away from work? 

My husband and I have four kids 
together in a blended family. I was born 
overseas (dad was in the Air Force) but I 
have lived most of my life in Sussex 
County. Our family spends a lot of time 

Meet Hollie Driscoll 

outdoors and we have fun riding quads 
(all terrain vehicles) and kayaking. My 
husband and I play in a softball league. 

What do you like about the House? 

Even though I am not involved in direct 
care for residents, I really enjoy the 
relationships with residents, often 
helping with technology. It is the little 
things we do with people that add up, I 
think, and make a difference. 

We have such a beautiful setting which 
is sheltered, protected, and has a homey 
feel. I have a strong sense of pride in 
this place and what we do here. 

Last question: Does your checkbook 
ledger balance each month? 

Absolutely! To the penny! 
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Thanks to all who joined the fun 
on our Halloween-themed 

Employee Spirit Day 
on October 30. Congratulations to 

Phyllis our “Superwoman” for 
winning best costume! 
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Are you up to date with your Relias 
trainings? Please check with your 

department head to make sure you have 
all current trainings completed. Thanks! 

New Employees 
A warm welcome to new employees who 

have started at the House since Oct. 1. 

• Christine Dacruz, R.N. 

• Christina McLaughlin 
Director of Sales and Marketing 

• Debra Sheldon, C.N.A. 

Know someone who might make a good member 
of the team at the House? Employees can receive 
a bonus for referring new employees. Job 
openings are posted near the Second Floor 
receptionist, on the First Floor by the atm 
machine, and online. For more information talk 
with Gina Arnone or visit  our website and click 
on “Employment Opportunities.” 

H ave an idea for making the 
House an even better place to 

work? All frontline staff are invited 
to bring your thoughts, concerns, 
and ideas to share at an Employee 
Morale Meeting on Thursday, Nov. 
19 at 1:30 p.m. No managers will 
be present and staff will be 
encouraged to speak freely. 
Questions? Contact Gina Arnone in 
Human Resources (ext. 5739). 

Staff Corner 

Be on the lookout for Shining Stars at 
the House! When you notice a staff 
member who has given of herself or 
himself above and 
beyond the call of 
duty, please take a 
moment to 
acknowledge good 
work. 

 Shining Star 
forms are available at the at the 
second floor entrance. A copy of the 
form will be given to the staff member, 
the person’s department head, and the 
administrator. A copy will also be placed 
in the staff member’s personnel file. 

 Shining Star recipients will be 
included for consideration when the 
Employee of the Quarter is chosen. We 
also plan to have boxes available at the 
second floor entrance for staff to make 
nominations for the Employee of the 
Quarter. 



 

Just for Fun 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

JoAnne Ward, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    jward@hotgs.org 

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 
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Thank you 

Thanksgiving 
This issue has 3 lost sheep. Did you find them? 


