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Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey 

H 
ope everyone did their best to 
have an enjoyable 
Thanksgiving even though it 

wasn’t exactly like other years! And on 
we go to the rest of the winter holidays, 
which also will be different I’m afraid. 

 We continue to do all we can to strike 
a balance between safety, the 
regulations we must follow, AND 
personal freedoms. 
Having Covid-19 
back again in our 
area, means that we 
each play a part in 
trying to keep our community safe. If 
you are someone who can get out to the 
community, you should be giving serious 
thought to the necessity of that out trip 
and postponing it or finding other 
alternatives, when you can. The virus 
doesn’t know that you were “just 
running into the store for two things” or 
“I want to see my cousin—I know she is 
safe”—unfortunately the virus is sneaky 
and lurks around everywhere. Please, 
please think of the community where 
you live and work when you make your 
plans. We are all counting on you 
making good choices. 

 On a lighter note, we will be looking 
for your ideas on how we can add 
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From the Editor 

H appy Advent and Merry 
Christmas! In this issue, we meet 

Toni Vit Gehrmann and learn about 
her varied interests and travels. 
Included in this issue are two of her 
paintings to enjoy seeing.  

 We also get acquainted with Tita 
Gonzalez, who recently celebrated 24 
years of service to the House. Thank 
you, Tita, for your faithfulness! 

 If you have story ideas, please share 
them by email (scarty@hotgs.org) or 
ext. 5931. Thanks, as always, for 
reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Deadline for next issue: Dec. 23 

elements to our Riverwalk such as 
benches, etc. A survey will be sent out 
soon asking for your thoughts on 
elements we should add, so when Spring 
comes, we will have new, fun things to 
look forward to. 

 General Staff Meetings will be 
scheduled for employees in December 
so I can have the opportunity to meet 
with all staff, socially distanced, of 
course. Look for that schedule—I want 
to hear from you! And you don’t have to 
wait for a meeting—feel free to stop by 
my office on the first floor or call me on 
ext. 5720. 

 A reminder that since March, the 
House Covid-19 Hotline, has been 
providing a brief, recorded message on 
Coronavirus related items on our 
campus. If you want to listen in, please 
dial (908) 684-5721 after 5 pm from 
Monday – Friday. 

 I continue to be so grateful to our 
House community and the wonderful 
people who live and work here. I am 
wishing everyone a safe and healthy 
holiday season!   

  Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from previous page 

Covid-19 Hotline 

(908) 684-5721 
Call for a recorded message 

updated Monday-Friday by 5 p.m. 

Recent work on the driveway raised storm drains to the 
correct levels and will take care of storm runoff this winter. 
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Meet Toni Vit Gehrmann 
It was a pleasure to chat with Toni Vit 
Gehrmann and learn about her many 
interests and experiences. Read on to 
learn about her life and travels. - Ed. 

How did you decide to move here? 

In 2016 I visited for a tour. I was 
impressed with the friendliness of the 
residents and didn’t need to visit any 
other places to make my decision. I 
moved here from Stillwater in Sussex 
County. I like being around people who 
are upbeat and positive and the House 
definitely fits that picture. 

Tell us a little about your career. 

I was a teacher for 40 years. My 
students were in second and third grade 
and I taught reading to sixth graders. I 
loved helping children learn and 
understand new things. I have always 
loved learning about languages. 

How many languages do you speak? 

Aside from English, I speak French, 
German, and Spanish. I enjoy speaking 
with some of our staff in Spanish. Just to 
be able to say a few polite words 
brightens the day. I also know phrases 
in Arabic, Greek, Polish, and Danish. 
Languages really intrigue me. I would 
like to learn more Arabic and maybe 
Mandarin. One thing on my “bucket list” 
is to become an English as a Second 
Language teacher and help those who 
are new to the language learn. Being 
able to speak English opens doors. 

Where have your travels taken you? 

I have visited four continents: North 
and South America, Africa, and Europe. 
I’m interested in the development of 
ancient cultures and wanted to be an 
archaeologist. I once studied at the 
National University in Mexico City to 
learn about pre-Columbian cultures. 

Tell us about your love of art. 

I love music and visual arts. On the 
musical side, I have played violin, 
baritone horn, and steel guitar. For 
visual arts, I enjoy drawing and 
painting, especially watercolor, acrylic, 
and gouache. My work has been 
exhibited locally and won awards at the 
New Jersey State Fair, including the 
Maris I. Kaneps Memorial Award in 
2010. When we were able to meet in 
groups, I have taught art classes here 
and hope to do so again. 

Courtesy of Toni Vit Gehrmann 
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Our local Hackettstown Rotary Club 
(including our own Will Ashby) 

generously provided and decorated a tree 
in the Gazebo for residents to enjoy. 

Merry Christmas! 

Crescent Cookies 

Just in time, a Christmas cookie recipe 
from our own Betty LeClair. According to 
Betty, “We made these every Christmas.” 

• ½ lb. butter or substitute 

• 2 Cups flour 

• 2 Cups chopped pecans, 
walnuts, or other nuts 

• 5 Tablespoons sugar 

• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

• 1 Tablespoon water 

• ½ teaspoon salt 

Cream butter. Add sugar, vanilla, and 
water. Sift together flour and salt. Stir 

into creamed mixture. Add nuts and mix 
thoroughly. Using portions the size of 

walnuts, roll into crescent-shaped 
cookies. 

Bake at: 325° F (slow oven) 

Time: About 20 minutes 

While cookies are warm, roll in 
powdered sugar. 

Have a favorite recipe you would like to share? 
Send it to the editor to be considered for a future issue. 
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She has a sharp eye for all the details 
that keep the House shipshape. We’re 
grateful for Tita Gonzalez. - Ed. 

When did you come to the House? 

I started working on Nov. 11, 1996 as a 
housekeeper and I just celebrated 24 
years working here. After I worked here 
for a while, I was asked by Jim 
McCracken to be a supervisor and then 
Deb Beards asked me to be the Director 
of Environmental Services. I oversee all 
of our housekeeping. I’m very proud to 
have employees in housekeeping who 
have worked here for a long time. 

Tell us a little about your life story. 

I’m originally from Puerto Rico and I 
came to this area as a teenager. I had a 
pretty rough time growing up, so 
coming here was difficult. I believe life 
goes on and you have to make the best 
of it. I have five kids and eight 
grandkids. Most of my kids live here and 
two live in Texas. I have lived on the 
property since 2006, so being at work 
feels like a second home to me.  

As you think about your work here, 
what do you like best? 

The best part of working here is being 
with our residents and talking with 
them. I know they appreciate our work 
keeping the House clean. It makes me 
feel good to have them feel good about 
living here. I get attached to the 
residents and I think they get attached 
to us, too. The way I see it, they need us 

Meet Tita Gonzalez 

and we need them. Every holiday, even 
if I am not working, I try to visit with 
residents and I make sure to thank our 
employees working on those days. We 
are a place that has a high value on 
kindness. 

What do you remember about the 
house in 1996 when you started? 

I remember the wings being labeled A, 
B, or C. The front door was where the 
Lodge is now. I also remember ashtrays 
were everywhere. It seems funny we 
had them, but that was a different time. 

The best part of working here 

is being with our residents 

and talking with them. 

- Tita Gonzalez 
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A Shining Star for William Canfield 

Dear Bill, 

You are truly a “shining star” 
for all of us at the House of 
the Good Shepherd. Your 
kind helping hand makes life 
so much easier for everyone. 
Thank you and God bless! 

Jo Morreale 

Hearty thanks to our hard-working 
Dining Staff for their extra efforts 

for this year’s Thanksgiving Dinner. 
A number of residents have 

commented on “a very nice job” that 
our kitchen and dining staff did for 
the holiday. Your efforts were much 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Words of Thanks 

Rose and Parker share their 
decorating skills to make sure the 

Lounge is ready for Christmas 

A Christmas Carol 

Join Chaplain Shawn 
on Tuesday mornings 
at 10:30 as we enjoy 

the timeless classic by 
Charles Dickens. 

 
Tune in on 

Channel 81 or 34. 

Thanks to our Dining Services 
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New Employees 
A warm welcome to new employees who 
have started at the House since Nov. 1. 

• Susan Doyle 
Executive Assistant 

• Sherley Emmanuel, C.N.A. 

• Christina Mclaughlin 
Director of Sales & Marketing 

• Adie Mitchell, C.N.A. 

• Hailey Perkins 
Dietary Aide 

• Lynn Skorets 
Housekeeper 

• Manuel Valdez 
Dietary Aide 

Know someone who might make a good member of the 
team at the House? Employees can receive a bonus for 
referring new employees. Job openings are posted near 
the Second Floor receptionist, on the First Floor by the 
atm machine, and online. For more information talk 
with Gina Arnone or visit  our website and click on 

“Employment Opportunities.” 

A ll frontline staff are invited 
to bring your thoughts, 

concerns, and ideas to share at 
an Employee Morale Meeting 
on Wednesday, Dec. 16 (time to 
be announced). No managers 
will be present and staff will be 
encouraged to speak freely. 
Questions? Contact Gina Arnone 
in Human Resources (ext. 5739). 

Staff Corner 

Staff Holiday Party 

December 17, 2020 

Lunch served in the Café 

Celebration in the Lodge 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

This will be our Spirit Day, 

so wear an “Ugly Holiday 

Sweater” to join the fun! 

Open Enrollment 

December 1-8 
Employees, it’s time to choose your 
medical and dental benefits for 2021. 
Don’t delay! Changes can only be made 
during this open enrollment period or if 
you have a qualified “change in family 
status.” The open 
enrollment period is 
December 1-8. Make 
your choices with the self-service portal 
on Paycor. If you need help or have 
questions, please contact Mary Dragun 
at ext. 5727 or mdragun@hotgs.org. 



 

Just for Fun 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Susan Doyle    Executive Assistant 
 ext. 5724    sdoyle@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

JoAnne Ward, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    jward@hotgs.org 

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 

Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 

Advent 

Bethlehem 

Candles 

Candy cane 

Caroling 

Christmas 

December 

Evergreen 

Poinsettia 

St. Nicholas 

Star 

Stocking 

Tree 

Three Kings 

Tita Gonzalez 

Toni Gehrmann 

Wise Men 

Yule 

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them? 

Do you know the 

way to Bethlehem? 


