News from The House of the Good Shepherd

I

April & May 2021

t is so nice to see the spring
weather along with some needed
showers. Don’t forget “April
showers bring May flowers!”
“Bang! Bang! Bang!” These are usually
negative sounds, but not when you are
getting a brand-new roof for all the
campus buildings!
This much overdue
project is making
our buildings look
great and we want
to thank our Board
of Trustees for the
capital funding for this needed facelift.
We want to welcome our newest
member of the Administrative team,
Maureen Cameron, who joined us in
April as our Director of Development.
Maureen has an extensive background in
fundraising and development. She will
be responsible for helping us reestablish this department (the position
has been vacant for about four years or
so) and help us focus on fundraising
activities related to our capital
renovation projects. Maureen will also
assist with planning our Golf Outing on
September 13 at Hawk Pointe Golf Club
in Washington, NJ and the Tricky Tray
event to be held on another date.

Thoughts
from Sue

So many shingles! Workers make good
progress in replacing the roof of the main
building at the House of the Good Shepherd.
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Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey
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We would like to think that Covid-19
is a thing of the past as many of us are
vaccinated now, BUT unfortunately
numbers still remain higher than we
would like in NJ and in our immediate
area. Variants are very transmissible
and causing much of the new spread
activity. Now is not the time to let your
guard down!!! Keep doing all the things
you should do (even when vaccinated):
face masks, social distancing, hand
hygiene and staying out of community
places as much as possible.
I hope everyone had some family time
with the Easter and Passover holidays
and a Happy Mother’s Day!
Sue Lanza, CEO and President
Completed roof in the foreground with
ongoing replacement in background.

From the Editor
April’s newsletter was delayed due to
unforeseen circumstances, so I hope
you will enjoy this Riverside Idyll for
April and May.
My thanks to Betsy Myers and Mark
Campbell for their generous conversations with me. I hope you enjoy reading
about their life stories and how they
came to the House.
Have a story idea? Share them by
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931.
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll.
The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor

Covid-19 Hotline
(908) 684-5721
Recorded message updated
Monday-Friday by 5 p.m.

Items for next newsletter due: May 24
RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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Betsy Myers
Meet the Rev. Betsy Myers, a resident in
our Independent Living village. - Ed.
Tell us how you came to live here at
the House of the Good Shepherd.
I came to the House in 2015 having
realized that I was no longer able to
maintain my home on my own and it has
been a wonderful move. This is a relaxed
and flexible community and I like being
close to the state park and river. The
House is pet friendly and pets are loved.
My dog Oscar claims all the love he can
get.
Where have your journeys in life
taken you over the years?
When I was young, we lived in Essex
Fells, NJ. My dad’s service in the Army Air
Force in WWII took us to California with
many moves; an experience which deeply
affected me in many ways. We returned
to NJ as the war ended where I lived until
I went to Smith College in Massachusetts,
where I majored in religion, history, and
English. After teaching in Connecticut I
enrolled at the Episcopal Theological
School in Cambridge, MA, graduating
with a Master of Divinity degree in 1962
in the second class to include women.
Being as unliberated as any woman could
be, and since women were not supposed
to seek ordination, I didn’t entertain that
possibility. From seminary I taught in
Episcopal and other schools in Virginia
and MA, including being dean of women
at a junior college and later dean at a
school in Virginia. The church began to
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allow for the ordination of women to the
diaconate around 1967 and I became
able to claim that call and was ordained
deacon in 1974. Priesthood in the
Episcopal Church became open to
women in Jan. 1977 and I was ordained
priest on Jan. 14, 1977.
Were you one of the first women
ordained priest in the Episcopal
Church?
I was among 60 or so women ordained
priest in 1977. After ordination to the
diaconate and then
priesthood, I served
churches in Lancaster,
PA and Michigan. In
1979 I became rector of
the Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd in
Milford, PA where I
served until retirement in 1999. I spent a
sabbatical as priest in South Africa and
after retirement, served among the
Navajo People in Arizona and New
Mexico, where I was much nourished by
their spirituality. In recent years, I have
served as an interim and visiting priest in
several congregations in PA and NJ.
Tell us about your other interests.
I play golf, enjoy watching tennis,
relearning knitting, learning to play
drums (frame and djembe) and exploring
Zentangle; a meditative way of drawing.
Here at the House I have often celebrated
the Wednesday Eucharist when there
was no priest available and I serve as
greeter of newcomers to the village area.
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Spring
Celebrations
Clockwise from top left:
Staff and family gather to wish
Peg a very happy 100th birthday;
A visit from the Easter Bunny;
Gloria and Helen bringing cheer
on Tax Day, April 15.

Independent Living Drumming
Angela Verdi from occupational therapy leads Independent Living residents in drumming
in the Lodge. Music and movement combined to make a good workout and happy drummers!
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chefs, I would say I’m influenced by
Anthony Bourdain, Alton Brown, and
the folks at Cook’s Illustrated.
Tell us what you enjoy about your
work here at the House and what you
envision for food here in the future.
My staff and I are here for the residents.
There are lots of places to work in food
service, but our staff choose to be here
because they enjoy serving the
residents. For me,
I especially enjoy
teaching even
though I have
limited time to do
that. I really enjoy
seeing our staff
grow in their
culinary skills
over time. I
benefitted from
others teaching me and I like giving
back what I can to our younger and
newer staff. In the end, it’s about taking
care of the residents and providing good
food for everyone. We try to include
local produce in season and we have
good resources in this area of NJ. I’m
looking forward to the renovations
planned for the Lodge dining room and
know that people are eager to get back
to eating together when that is possible.
I’m always trying to approach things
from a positive perspective and am
thankful for the residents who share
their positive feedback about our
efforts. If you ever feel you can’t
approach me, you can!

Mark Campbell
Mark Campbell is our Director of Dining
Services. I sat down with him to learn
about his work and interests. I hope you
enjoy reading about our conversation as
much as I enjoyed talking with him. - Ed.
How did you become interested in
food service and make a career of it?
When I was six years old, my mom
became the Assistant Manager for the
dining room at Heath Village, so I grew
up around food service. My first job was
at 15 years old at Taco Bell doing the
usual “first job” tasks: washing dishes
and kitchen prep work. After that, I
started working at Heath Village when I
was 16 and kept on until I was 27. In
time, I went on to the Culinary Institute
of America in Hyde Park, New York and
earned an Associate degree in Culinary
Arts. It was a great experience and my
only regret was that I didn’t get to take
the class on ice sculpture. My internship
was in Aspen, Colorado working at The
Little Nell luxury resort at the Aspen
Mountain Club. Since I grew up here in
Hackettstown, I was happy to return to
my roots and became the Executive Chef
at the House in 2015 and then Director
of Dining Services in 2019.
Do you have a favorite cuisine? Are
there celebrity chefs you follow?
I enjoy food from all over the world, but
am drawn to foods and flavors from Asia:
Indian, Thai, and Vietnamese cuisine.
Mediterranean cuisine from Greece and
Turkey are also favorites. As for celebrity
RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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Staff Corner
A warm welcome to new employees
joining the team at the House
• Therese Buczek
Recreation Assistant
• Maureen Cameron
Director of Development
• Shelly Latchana
Receptionist

Many thanks to JoAnne Ward, R.N.
for her service as Director of Nursing
and best wishes as she leaves the
House for a new position. We are
grateful for your caring service to our
residents at the House and wish you
all the best in your new endeavors!

• Adriana Sanchez
Housekeeper
• Shayna Spina
Temporary Nurse Aide
• Linda Tichenor, CNA
• Janie Torruella, LPN
Know someone who might make a good team member
at the House? Employees can receive a bonus for referring new employees. Speak with Gina Arnone in HR or
visit our website and click on Jobs to learn more.

Employee of the Quarter
Congratulations to Aron Delgado our
Staff Member of the Quarter for April to
June! Aron is a excellent
CNA and has been here
since March 2020. He is an
incredible blessing to our
residents, very much a
team player who works
hard, and is very flexible
with picking up shifts. He goes above
and beyond to provide the best quality
care. He is compassionate and sincere in
his work, which we all love at the House.
Congratulations and thank you, Aron!
RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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ave you received outstanding
service from a staff member at
the House? Or are you a staff
member who noticed a coworker
being especially
helpful? If so, help
recognize those efforts
with a Shining Star.
Forms are available at
main entrances to make
a nomination which
will be shared with the staff member,
his or her department head, and
administration. They will also become
part of the staff member’s personnel
file. Staff receiving a Shining Star are
automatically considered for Employee
of the Quarter.
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Just for Fun
April

Eggs

Aron Delgado

Flowers

Baseball

Mark Campbell

Betsy Myers

May

Blossom

Mother

Drumming

Passover

Easter

Roofing

Q. If a clock strikes 13, do you
know what time it is?
A. It’s time to get a new clock!

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them?

Administration
Igor Agaronin, m.d. Medical Director
igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org

Susan Lanza, lnha CEO & President
ext. 5720 slanza@hotgs.org

Gina Arnone Human Resources
ext. 5739 garnone@hotgs.org

Marie Manzi Director of Social Services
ext. 3906 mmanzi@hotgs.org

William Ashby Director of Plant Operations
ext. 5726 washby@hotgs.org
Stephanie Bartell Executive Assistant
ext. 5724 sbartell@hotgs.org
Maureen Cameron Director of Development
ext. 5750 mcameron@hotgs.org

Christina McLaughlin Director of Sales & Marketing
ext. 5722 cmclaughlin@hotgs.org
Shannon Morgan Director of Recreation
ext. 5731 smorgan@hotgs.org
Kristina Partika Director of Admissions
ext. 5995 kpartika@hotgs.org

Mark Campbell Dietary Director
ext. 5929 mark.campbell@sodexo.com

Stephanie Rudloff, r.n. Director of Nursing
ext. 5730 srudloff@hotgs.org

The Rev. Shawn Carty Chaplain
ext. 5931 scarty@hotgs.org

David Sullivan President of the Board of Trustees
attsully33@gmail.com

Hollie Driscoll Chief Financial Officer
ext. 5734 hdriscoll@hotgs.org
Tita Gonzalez Housekeeping Supervisor
ext. 5927 tgonzalez@hotgs.org

Barbara Warne, r.n. Director of Wellness
ext. 5938 bwarne@hotgs.org

798 Willow Grove Street
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840
(908) 684-5900
www.hotgs.org

