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Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey 

T 
hings are finally, (slowly), 
opening up in New Jersey and 
even at the House! Hurrah for 

that! As we are able to, we will have 
indoor visitation available for Skilled, 
Assisted Living, and CPC residents. We 
need to stay 14 days without any 
positive Covid-19 tests in order to be 
able to do that. 

 Indoor group dining will commence 
in June; we are working on that schedule 
now and this would 
apply to all four 
levels: Independent 
Living, CPC, Assisted 
Living, and Skilled 
Nursing. Fully 
vaccinated residents can dine without 
masks and no social distancing but they 
must wear masks and socially distance 
when walking around the campus. 
Unvaccinated and partially-vaccinated 
residents may dine in a separate area, 
but only with social distance and with 
masks on (off only for eating). If you 
haven’t received a vaccine yet, and wish 
to get one, please contact Kristina 
Partika, Director of Admissions, at 908-
684-5995 or kpartika@hotgs.org. We 
are assisting both residents and staff 
who are unvaccinated to get 
appointments—
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News from The House of the Good Shepherd 

Thoughts 
from Sue 

It was a perfect early evening gathering on May 20 
with Independent Living residents and members 

of the Board of Trustees. More photos on p. 4. 
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From the Editor 

 I’m grateful to Angela Apuzzo and 
Maureen Cameron for their generous 
conversations with me for this issue. 
Their presence among us enriches our 
community and I hope you enjoy 
reading how they came to the House. 

 Have a story idea? Share them by 
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931. 
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Items for next newsletter due: June 23 

every person who 
complies and gets vaccinated, makes life 
easier at the House. 

 If you haven’t met her already, please 
be sure to reach out and welcome 
Stephanie Rudloff, who joined us on 
May 6 as our new Director of Nursing! 
Stephanie comes to us with a varied 
background in both hospital and long-
term care nursing and is looking 
forward to meeting the House family. 
Stephanie lives locally and can be 
reached at 908-684-5730 or 
srudloff@hotgs.org. Welcome aboard 
Stephanie! 

 As we move into summer this month, 
please remember that living on campus 
is different than living out in the 
community: we still have different 
guidance we must follow to keep 
everyone safe. Even though the rest of 
the state may have many things lifted, 
everyone on our campus should 
continue to wear masks while indoors, 
socially distance and follow safe hand 
hygiene practices. I know it is tiresome 
after all this time but safety of the House 
family is what is most important! 
 Happy Summer! 

 Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from front page 

Covid-19 Hotline 
(908) 684-5721 

Recorded message updated 
Monday-Friday by 5 p.m. 

Our roofing project is complete! Beautiful new 
shingles now cover all our buildings, secure and 

ready for future storms. Many thanks to our Board of 
Trustees for approving this forward-looking project. 
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This month, I spoke with Angela Apuzzo, 
who moved into our Independent Living 
Village in December. I hope you enjoy 
reading about her story. - Ed. 

How did you come to live here at the 
House of the Good Shepherd? 

My daughter, son-in-law, grandsons, and 
my son all live nearby in Hardwick, NJ. 
After living in Florida, I was looking in 
this area to be close to them. I did my 
research and had narrowed it down to 
the House and another place, which was 
available but was not my first choice. 
Christine Garofalo called to say there 
was an opening for an apartment in the 
Village and I was very happy. I really 
wanted to be by this beautiful river. This 
place is a good fit for me and I especially 
love the openness, freedom, and 
flexibility of living here. It’s as if a 
puzzle piece was put in place for me 
when I came here. It’s very comfortable 
and it’s possible to know most 
everyone. There is such good energy 
here and the staff have been so 
supportive. When the “cheer cart” came 
around recently with wine and cookies, 
I knew I was in the right place! 

Where did life’s travels take you 
before you moved here? 

I grew up on an apple farm in Plattekill, 
NY in the Hudson Valley and went to 
Wagner College on Staten Island. I 
became a registered nurse and worked 
in nursing home administration early in 
my career. In 1992, I was looking to shift 

the focus of my nursing and was hired 
to run the nursing labs at Wagner 
College where I directed the renovation 
of the nursing classrooms there. In time, 
I was asked to teach and I earned a M.S. 
in nursing education and also became a 
nurse practitioner. I loved seeing 
students learn. 
Watching the light 
bulb go on when 
they grasped a new 
concept or skill was 
very fulfilling. Later 
on, I was hired at 
NYU and oversaw 
their nursing labs 
and had the 
opportunity to teach there, too. On Sept. 
11, 2001 I went to help at the triage site 
in Manhattan and ran into some of 
my students. In the midst of all that 
horror, it was gratifying to see my 
students doing the work they were 
trained to do in very difficult 
circumstances. I’m still in contact with 
many of my students and colleagues. 

What do you enjoy doing for fun? 

I have lots of interests: I love music and 
have played piano since I was 9. My 
gardening now includes a variety of 
herbs in pots on the deck. Watching the 
birds and spending time with my cats 
bring me joy. As for reading, I love 
science-based sci-fi and fantasy. Baking 
yeast breads and soapmaking are also 
interests. Just recently, I found a pottery 
studio in Branchville where I hope to 
get back to working with clay again. 

Angela Apuzzo 
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House Happenings 
Clockwise from top left: Board President David 

Sullivan speaks at an evening gathering for 
Independent Living residents and Board 

members; Enjoying the patio; Jeanne and Betty 
share a laugh; Gift bags; Gloria, Sasha, and Helen 

with the Mother’s Day cheer cart; The Ellises 
celebrate Joseph finishing his cooking course; 

Daisy and Lenore enjoy the gathering on May 20. 
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area has included working with the 
DePaul Catholic High School in Wayne, 
and the Girl Scouts of Northern NJ. Most 
recently, I worked with Habitat for 
Humanity in Bergen County. Working 
with their affordable housing program, I 
felt very connected to the mission and 
the clients we served. 

How do you see the role of the 
Director of Development here? 

What draws me here is a passion for the 
services we offer and a deep sense of 
reverence for the people we serve who 
have reached the milestones of life and 
have come to call this place home. My 
mother would often speak with 
gratitude about the blessings of life and 
note that they were “pleasures denied 
to many.” Here we have an opportunity 
to offer those pleasures to seniors with 
great respect and dignity. I have a 
passion for fundraising and am eager to 
foster a culture of philanthropy here to 
support the good work of this place. We 
are set in a spectacularly beautiful 
geography and we have a remarkable 
history going back to the 1880s with 
our roots in the Episcopal Church and 
the mission focus from the early days. 
I’m convinced we can look forward to 
another 140 years of that good work in 
the future. 

Finally, tell us a bit about your 
interests beyond work. 

My husband and I have three kids, 
including one who just graduated from 
the University of Delaware. I love 
reading, walking, and history. 

Get acquainted with one of our newest 
staff, Maureen Cameron, Director of 
Development. Maureen brings a wealth of 
experience in philanthropy and non-profit 
work to us. Welcome, Maureen! - Ed. 

Tell us a about yourself and how you 
came to your new position. 

I come from a big family of seven kids. 
My parents were from Donegal, Ireland 
but met in Scotland. They came to the 
U.S. and settled first in Brooklyn, then 
moved to Bergen County, NJ where I 
grew up. I went to Rutgers University 
and studied communication, journalism, 
and mass media. 
After graduation, I 
worked in 
journalism at the 
ABC TV station in 
New York for a few 
years where I met 
my husband. From 
there, I pursued a 
career in 
advertising sales, 
including working for Sesame Workshop. 
When so much of the publishing industry 
started to move online and advertising 
sales plummeted, it was time to look in a 
new direction. I found that I really 
enjoyed volunteering for group working 
to save an old waterworks building in the 
community where we live. Getting 
involved in the non-profit world, I 
learned how fulfilling it was to raise 
money for good causes. My career in that 

Maureen Cameron 
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A warm welcome to new employees 
joining the team at the House 

• Jeffrey Beck 
Temporary Nurse Aide 

• Ellen Clark, L.P.N. 

• Nicoleta Damaschin 
Housekeeper 

• Michelle Flaherty, L.P.N. 

• Wassilatou Guiro 
Temporary Nurse Aide 

• Emma Howlin 
Dietary Aide 

• Lucas Lashway 
Housekeeping Porter 

• Theresa Reed, R.N. 
MDS Coordinator 

• Stephanie Rudloff, R.N. 
Director of Nursing 

• Luz Sanchez 
Housekeeper 

Know someone who might make a good team member 
at the House? Employees can receive a bonus for refer-
ring new employees. Speak with Gina Arnone in HR or 
visit our website and click on Jobs to learn more. 

Are you up to date with Relias trainings? 
Please check with your department 

head to make sure you have all current 
trainings completed. Thanks! 

Staff Corner 

H ave you received outstanding 
service from a staff member at 
the House? Or are you a staff 

member who noticed a coworker 
being especially 
helpful? If so, help 
recognize those efforts 
with a Shining Star. 
Forms are available at 
main entrances to make 
a nomination which 
will be shared with the staff member, 
his or her department head, and 
administration. They will also become 
part of the staff member’s personnel 
file. Staff receiving a Shining Star are 
automatically considered for Employee 
of the Quarter. 

Many thanks to staff who helped with the cocktail party on May 20 
bringing together our Independent Living residents and members of 

the Board of Trustees for a wonderful spring gathering. 



 

Just for Fun 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Bartell    Executive Assistant 
 ext. 5724    sbartell@hotgs.org 

Maureen Cameron    Director of Development 
 ext. 5750    mcameron@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

Theresa Reed, r.n.    MDS Coordinator 
 ext. 5996    treed@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Rudloff, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    srudloff@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 

Angela Apuzzo 

Father’s Day 

Flag Day 

Graduation 

Ice Cream 

Iced Tea 

June 

Lemonade 

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them? 

Two muffins were sitting in an oven. 
One turned to the other and said, 

“Wow, it’s pretty hot in here.” The other 
one shouted, “Wow, a talking muffin!” 

Maureen 
Cameron 

Pearl 

Roses 

Solstice 

Summer 

Swimming 

Vacation 


