News from The House of the Good Shepherd

August 2021

H

ope everyone has been enjoying a
little more freedom of movement
around the campus during this last
month.
We are closely monitoring new Covid19 cases around New Jersey and are
hopeful that they do not reach our
campus this time. The best advice to
keep yourself and your family safe is to
get vaccinated—some breakthrough
cases have been
noted. Normally they
are less severe.
The Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention is calling
the possible new
wave of Covid-19, “the Covid of the
unvaccinated.” We are continuing to
encourage our unvaccinated staff
members to get the vaccine. Also,
unvaccinated staff are required to get
tested each week. Residents in our
Skilled Nursing, Assisted Living, and CPC
areas are also tested weekly.
If you haven’t received a Covid
vaccine yet, but still want to get one,
please contact Kristina Partika, our
Director of Admissions at 908-684-5995
or email her at kpartika@hotgs.org and

Thoughts
from Sue

Jewels of Summer
Wineberries appear along the Musconetcong
River, enjoyed by those who get there first!
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A Time to
Remember

she will help get you scheduled for one.
We have an inspiring House event
coming up on September 7 to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of
the 911 tragedy and we look forward to
marking this time together as a campus.
Enjoy the wonderful days of August:
peaches, blueberries, and the rest of
Jersey’s best produce!
Sue Lanza, CEO and President

You are invited for a
gathering on

September 7, 2021
10:30 a.m.
As we commemorate twenty
years since the tragic events of
Sept. 11, 2001, please join us at
the House of the Good Shepherd
as we pause to remember. More
information will be announced
closer to the date.
From the Editor
In this issue of the Riverside Idyll, we
get acquainted with Marie Manzi, our
Director of Social Services. My thanks
to Marie for taking time to talk and for
sharing her story!
Have a story idea? Share them by
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931.
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll.
The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor

Did you hear a familiar voice on Hackettstown’s
WRNJ radio station recently? Our own Sue
Lanza was the featured guest on the Morning
Show with Dave Kelber, speaking about the
House and highlighting our connections to the
Hackettstown community.

Items for next newsletter due: Aug. 24
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An Evening of Jazz was enjoyed by
residents, staff, and guests on July 28.
Coming from William Paterson
University, the trio of Eoin Omara,
Alejandro Luna, and Ron Gardner
performed a mix of jazz standards and
original compositions under the tent on
the front lawn. Many thanks to all who
made this joyful evening possible,
including our Director of Sales and
Marketing, Christina McLaughlin.

To purchase a personalized and
engraved brick paver to be placed on
our Courtyard Patio please contact
Maureen Cameron
Director of Development
908-684-5750
mcameron@hotgs.org
4” x 8” for $250
8” x 8” for $500
RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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age what I wanted to be. I went to Kean
University and studied social work with
Dr. Mary Lou Mayo, my teacher and
mentor. My primary work here at the
House is advocacy for residents, seeing
what residents need and helping
connect needs with resources. In
everything I do I try
to see the whole
person, to see people
for who they are.
When people come
to the House, that
includes assessing
what the person’s
interests are, what
kinds of gifts and
skills they bring, and what kinds of
support they might need. For me, that
means being very straightforward and
realistic with residents and families
while still being compassionate and
respectful. I love meeting with residents
and families to have conversations and
to look for solutions and support. There
are many complicated situations, but
sometimes it’s as simple as helping a
resident get the right hearing aids. The
restrictions during Covid made it very
hard since we could not meet face-toface. I’m glad we can do that now.
When you’re not at work, what do
you like to do in your free time?
I enjoy home decorating, gardening,
reading (especially American history),
and spending time with my husband
and our daughters. I love traveling and
we hope to go to Italy someday soon.

Marie Manzi
Marie Manzi is our Director of Social
Services. I recently had the pleasure of
talking with Marie and learning about the
passions she brings to working with
residents and families. - Ed.
How did you become part of the staff
at the House of the Good Shepherd?
My first time working here was in 1993
in a part-time position. That gave me
flexibility to work while my kids were
young. Later, I went on to work at the
Warren County Office of Aging and later
at Bristol Glen in Newton where I
worked for 13 years. In 2015, my friend
Colleen Madonna, who works in our
Recreation Department, invited me to
come to the House for a Family Day
event. I spoke with Deborah Beards, who
was the CEO then, and she asked if I was
interested in returning to the House. I
wasn’t really looking for a new position,
but one thing led to another and I started
my current work in January 2016. It’s
hard to describe how the House is
different from other places, but it has a
much more “homey” feel. During the
years I was elsewhere, I often heard from
people who had good impressions of the
House and continued to speak highly of
it. We really care about our residents,
which is very important to me.
How did you get into social work and
how do describe your work here?
When I was about 12 years old, I met a
social worker and she made a strong
impression on me, so I knew at an early
RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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Nancy Freiermuth (left) and Daisy Paghidas (right) celebrated birthdays in July.
Happy Birthday and best wishes for a joyful year!

Summer Scenes
At the suggestion of our Independent Living residents, the screen house at the start of the Riverwalk was
recently refreshed with new screens, an unobstructed view (a door was moved), and comfortable new
furniture. Thanks to Jesse Rinier for replacing the screens and making repairs.
Stop by to enjoy the sound of the Musconetcong River and refresh your spirit!

RIVERSIDE IDYLL
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Staff Corner

Shining Stars

A warm welcome to new employees
joining the team at the House

Congratulations to staff receiving
Shining Stars for excellent service!

BRIANNA MCGREEVEY
Dining
CHELSEA SPINA
Dining

• Jayson Cain
Dietary Aide
• Brittany Church, L.P.N.
• Ionela Corforte, L.P.N.
• Elizabeth Gladkowski, R.N.

Brianna and Chelsea helped make a
birthday celebration possible on short
notice in the Lodge, “coming out singing
‘Happy Birthday’ and bringing sundaes.”
“It brought such happiness to us... Thanks
for the surprise and rescuing the day!”

• Lorette Nwosu, R.N.
• Susan Rapolla
Receptionist
• Michelle Wood, R.N.
Know someone who might make a good team
member at the House? Employees can receive a
bonus for referring new employees. Speak with
Gina Arnone in HR or visit our website and
click on Careers to learn more.

Has a staff member made a difference
to you in a notable way? You can
nominate a Shining Star using forms
available at the front entrances.

Congratulations to our Employees of the Quarter
Jamie Conklin has been a full-time
Maintenance Assistant for one year. A
dedicated worker, he is always willing to
pick up extra shifts and fill in
when needed. There is never a
day that goes by that Jamie is
not smiling. He is growing
within his position, learning all
aspects of building maintenance.
Residents love having him within the
community and know Jamie to be very
kind and helpful. Jamie is a wonderful
addition to the House, and we look
forward to teaching and watching Jamie
grow over the next year to come.
RIVERSIDE IDYLL

Stephanie Bartell came to the House in
January and does a great job in her role
as Executive Assistant. She volunteered
to take on many other tasks to
help the last few months and
has generously stepped up to
cover for the Staffing
Coordinator and assist with the
difficult to handle nursing schedule.
Stephanie is patient and shares her free
time to help with this coverage.
Stephanie also initiated and delivered
cards and chocolates for our CNA’s for
CNA week, which were very well
appreciated. Thanks for all your help!
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Just for Fun
August

Marie Manzi

Barbecue

Peaches

Berries

Peridot

County Fair

Poppy

Gladiolus

Summertime

Ice Cream

Swimming

Jazz

Traveling

Jersey Shore

Vacation

For several years, a young magician
just starting her career did a trick
involving a trap-door at every show
she performed. Everyone thought she
was just going through a stage.

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them?

Administration
Igor Agaronin, m.d. Medical Director
igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org
Gina Arnone Human Resources
ext. 5739 garnone@hotgs.org
William Ashby Director of Plant Operations
ext. 5726 washby@hotgs.org
Stephanie Bartell Executive Assistant
ext. 5724 sbartell@hotgs.org
Maureen Cameron Director of Development
ext. 5750 mcameron@hotgs.org
Mark Campbell Dietary Director
ext. 5929 mark.campbell@sodexo.com
Toni Carmosino, r.n. Assistant Director of Nursing
ext. 5737 tcarmosino@hotgs.org
The Rev. Shawn Carty Chaplain
ext. 5931 scarty@hotgs.org
Hollie Driscoll Chief Financial Officer
ext. 5734 hdriscoll@hotgs.org

Tita Gonzalez Housekeeping Supervisor
ext. 5927 tgonzalez@hotgs.org
Susan Lanza, lnha CEO & President
ext. 5720 slanza@hotgs.org
Marie Manzi Director of Social Services
ext. 3906 mmanzi@hotgs.org
Christina McLaughlin Director of Sales & Marketing
ext. 5722 cmclaughlin@hotgs.org
Shannon Morgan Director of Recreation
ext. 5731 smorgan@hotgs.org
Kristina Partika Director of Admissions
ext. 5995 kpartika@hotgs.org
Stephanie Rudloff, r.n. Director of Nursing
ext. 5730 srudloff@hotgs.org
David Sullivan President of the Board of Trustees
attsully33@gmail.com
Barbara Warne, r.n. Director of Wellness
ext. 5938 bwarne@hotgs.org

798 Willow Grove Street
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840
(908) 684-5900
www.hotgs.org

