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Living well along the Musconetcong River in Hackettstown, New Jersey 

A 
s we head into Fall, we are 
continuing our parking lot 
paving project. We will be 

finishing in the Village and slowly 
moving up the hill to try to beat the 
snow! 

 We now have dates that booster shots 
of the Covid-19 vaccine will be 
administered: 

 Oct 7 - Walgreens 
For Independent Living and Staff Only 

 Oct 8 - Reunion Rx 
For Residents in Skilled Nursing, 
Assisted Living, and CPC 

Eligibility to receive the booster is based 
on when you received 
your second dose earlier 
this year. We will be able 
to accommodate all 
residents as long as the 
pharmacy deems you eligible. 
Appointment times will be announced, 
we will send out required paperwork 
soon with much more detail to follow. 

 We are complying with employee 
vaccination guidelines from the New 
Jersey Department of Health and 
awaiting further guidance from the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services and the federal government as 
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News from The House of the Good Shepherd 

Thoughts 
from Sue 

Autumn fruit on a flowering dogwood tree after 
a recent rainstorm at The House—a sure sign of 

the change of seasons as we enter autumn. 
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From the Editor 

 As the seasons change, we take some 
time this month to meet Marilyn 
Johnson, a resident in our Independent 
Living Village. From our staff at The 
House, we meet Barbara Warne, R.N., 
our Director of Wellness. My heartfelt 
thanks to each of these women for 
sharing their stories with our 
community. We are grateful for the 
ways you share your gifts and presence 
with all of us at The House. 

 Have a story idea? Share them by 
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931. 
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Items for next newsletter due: Oct. 22  

their rules are likely stricter. At this 
moment, New Jersey requires that all 
healthcare employees become 
vaccinated OR unvaccinated employees 
must get tested multiple times per week 
and we are meeting that mandate. Dr. 
Ubhi, our Infectious Disease Consultant 
Physician, also met recently with many 
of our unvaccinated employees to 
encourage everyone to get the shot. As 
we learn more, we will share more with 
you. 

 Hope we get to enjoy the gentle 
falling leaves and color changes along 
our mighty river! 

 Happy Fall to all! 

 Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from front page 

Above: A butterfly enjoys the last of summer’s 
flowers outside the entrance to The House. 

Below: After recent storms, the Musconetcong 
River regains its clear waters and calm spots. 
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Remembering September 11 — On Tuesday, Sept. 7, The House hosted a gathering to mark 20 years since 

the events of Sept. 2001. Clockwise, from top left: Local law enforcement and American Legion color guard members 
listen during the gathering; Mayor Jerry DiMaio offers remarks to the group; U.S. flags commemorating lives lost; 

Director of Nursing Stephanie Rudloff, R.N. offers reflections and memories from 2001 when she served in law 
enforcement; Residents, staff, and visitors stand to sing the National Anthem. 
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In conjunction with The Arc of Warren 
County, The House of the Good 
Shepherd hosted a very successful 
Charity Golf Classic on September 13! 
The weather was beautiful and we 
raised more than $14,000 for The 
Shepherd’s Fund to benefit residents 
in financial need.  

 On October 2 we look forward to a 
Tricky Tray Event that will raise 
funds to expand the River Walk! Come 
join in the fun to win some wonderful 
baskets and prizes! 

Learn more about the Development 
Office by calling Maureen Cameron at 

908-684-5952. 
Please note: Due to a technical glitch in our phone 

system, you must dial the entire number to reach the 
Development Office, not just the extension. 

Employee Appreciation 
A note from Kathy Ahrens on behalf of 

the Independent Living Residents’ Council. 

A reminder to those who wish to 
contribute to the Employee 

Appreciation Fund. As you all know, 
our employees have worked very 

diligently this past year and are not 
allowed to receive monetary tips from 

the residents. Your contributions to the 
fund by December 1 will let them know 
you value their good work. Thank you to 

all who contributed so far and, 
hopefully we will receive additional 

contributions. 

If you have any questions, please call 
Kathy Ahrens at 908-684-5960. 

Development News 
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We married in 1973 and he already had 
three sons, so I tell people I have “three 
sons the easy way.” Jay died in 1999. I 
now have six wonderful grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren. And 
another one is due any day! I lived many 
years in Verona and also lived in 
Montclair. Before moving to the House, I 
lived in Long Valley and now I feel very 
much at home here. I’ve had a good life! 

What are your interests and passions? 

I have always loved animals and feel very 
strongly about animal rights. I have been 
involved in that work 
for many years. I had 
my first cat when I was 
five years old and have 
had a cat ever since. My 
current cat is named 
Dixie Rose. I enjoy 
knitting and everyone 
in my family has an 
afghan. Many people also know I love 
books and reading, especially historical 
fiction and mysteries. Before moving 
here, I was a librarian in Roxbury and 
Washington Township so I’m the 
“unofficial librarian” for the House. The 
library was moved last year and, 
honestly, it was one of the best things to 
happen. Everyone is pleased with it. We 
have a wonderful book group that meets 
the second Monday of the month at 11 
a.m. and love to have new members. I 
just finished a term as Secretary for the 
Independent Living Residents’ Council 
and was just elected as Treasurer. 

I had the pleasure of sitting by the river  
and chatting with Marilyn Johnson, a 
resident in our Independent Living village. 
My thanks to Marilyn for talking with me 
and sharing her story! - Ed. 

When did you move to the House? 

I moved here in January 2018. I first 
looked at Independent Living apartments  
available in the main building. Chris 
Garofalo, Director of Admissions at the 
time, asked if I was interested in a 
cottage. When I went to take a look, I felt 
instantly at home. 

Tell us about your life story. 

I grew up an only child in Verona, New 
Jersey in a family with Swedish, Finnish, 
and German roots. At Susquehanna 
University, I majored in German and also 
studied psychology. 
After college, I 
considered a job at 
the Matheny School in 
Peapack but wanted 
to return to Verona. 
So, I took a job at the 
Essex County division 
of welfare as a case 
manager, reviewing 
the cases of children 
and making home visits. I enjoyed getting 
to know the people and making a 
difference in their situations. Later on, I 
worked with the elderly, helping connect 
them with resources they needed. While 
working at the division of welfare, I met 
my husband Jay who also worked there. 

Marilyn Johnson 
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When you think about working here 
at the House, what do you see as 
unique about this place? 

The House is different from some long-
term care communities in that is more 
home-like. We have a bit more flexibility 
in how we do 
things here. 
It’s important 
that we always 
remember this 
is our 
residents’ 
home. I like 
that the way 
we care for 
our residents 
is always from 
a perspective 
of a team 
approach. I never really feel like I’m 
alone in the work I do here. It has been 
hard during the pandemic to see our 
residents in quarantine but we try our 
best to make the lives of our residents 
as fulfilling as possible and to keep our 
residents safe during these difficult 
times. 

What do you enjoy away from work? 

My husband and I have been married 
for 30 years. We are high school 
sweethearts and we have two 
wonderful sons who are 19 and 24. I 
love spending time with my family and 
especially cooking for them. We try to 
get outdoors as much as possible and 
enjoy walking, hiking, and kayaking. I 
like to read, especially non-fiction. 

This month we get acquainted with our 
Director of Wellness, Barbara Warne, R.N. 
Barbara is well-known among our 
Assisted Living residents for her care and 
commitment to their well-being. I’m 
grateful to Barbara for taking time to 
share her story with us. - Ed. 

Tell us a little about your work here at 
the House. When did you start? 

I started working here in August 2016 as 
the Director of Wellness. What that 
means is that I oversee the operations of 
the Assisted Living area of the House 
with a focus on the well-being of our 
residents in that area. 

Could you share with us some of your 
journey into the work of nursing and 
how you came to work at the House? 

My roots are here in Warren County and 
I have always lived here. When I was in 
high school, I started out as a volunteer 
candy-striper at Warren Hospital. I went 
to County College of Morris and 
completed a degree in Applied Science 
and then became a Registered Nurse. 
Over the years, I have worked in several 
positions including as a nurse’s aid, unit 
manager, supervisor, and Assistant 
Director of Nursing at Warren Haven. I 
have always liked being around people 
and helping people. Nursing is a 
profession that focuses on those things, 
of course, and I like being able to do that 
here. I especially enjoy interacting with 
our residents and making sure that we 
take care of their needs. 

Barbara Warne, R.N. 
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A warm welcome to new employees 
joining the team at the House 

• Britney Byrd 
Receptionist 

• James Bayliss 
Dietary Aide 

• Matthew Noonan 
Dietary Aide 

Know someone who might make a good team 
member at the House? Employees can receive a 
bonus for referring new employees. Speak with 

Gina Arnone in HR or visit our website and 
click on Careers to learn more. 

New Staff Members Congratulations! 

Congratulations, many blessings, and best wishes to 
Angela Verdi and Jay Gilligan on their upcoming wedding! 

Kudos to our Recreation Department for finding 
creative ways to celebrate Oktoberfest! With a 

traveling cart, pretzels, beverages, and fun outfits, 
they made their way through the halls 

to bring joy and smiles to our residents! 



 

Just for Fun 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 

Acorns 

Autumn 

Butterfly 

Candy Corn 

Costume 

Golf Event 

Halloween 

Harvest 

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them? 

Leaves 

Marigold 

Marilyn Johnson 

Opal 

Pumpkins 

Trick or Treat 

Tricky Tray 

Barbara Warne 

Q. Why did the chicken cross 
the playground? 

A. To get to the other slide. 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Bartell    Executive Assistant 
 ext. 5724    sbartell@hotgs.org 

Maureen Cameron    Director of Development 
 ext. 5750    mcameron@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Rudloff, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    srudloff@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 


