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W 
e still have some Fall 
improvement projects going 
on around the campus: The 

Village area parking lots are being paved 
and we hope to have that completed 
before the snow. In addition, we are 
expecting our First Floor Renovations to 
our Lodge Dining Room, First Floor 
Entrance and Lobby area and 
Administrative Area to start in mid-
November. More details to follow on 
that. 

 We had three successful Covid-19 
Booster Clinics and expect to schedule a 
few more, based on the 
type of vaccine and the 
date that residents and 
staff completed the 
original shots. We will 
schedule new clinics as soon as the 
boosters are available. 

 We continue to encourage all staff to 
take the vaccine as the federal mandates 
are here, which will require any facility 
of 100 or more employees that also 
participates in the Medicare or Medicaid 
programs, to have a fully vaccinated staff 
to continue to receive the federal 
funding. Dr. Ubhi has met with 
unvaccinated staff a few times and 
continues to be available for additional 

News from The House of the Good Shepherd 

Thoughts 
from Sue 

Autumn colors along the Musconetcong River 
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From the Editor 

 This month we get acquainted with 
resident Vera Leckie and learn about 
her adventures and travels through life 
and an interesting connection with the 
actor Tom Hanks. 

 We also hear from Helen Wysowaty 
who has worked at the House since 
1994 and shares some stories from her 
experience here. I’m grateful for Vera 
and Helen sharing their stories with us 
in this issue of the Riverside Idyll. 

 Have a story idea? Share them by 
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931. 
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Items for next newsletter due: Nov. 23  

questions. 

 The Rev. Shawn Carty and I have been 
working on a podcast about the House 
called, “House Guest.” We have four 
completed episodes and are slowly 
getting them up on our website.  We 
started by tackling the history of the 
House but there are so many other great 
topics to cover. Would love to hear your 
feedback! To check it out, go to: 
https://www.hotgs.org/podcasts/ 

 November shout out to all our 
Veterans to thank you for your service 
this month and of course, Happy 
Thanksgiving!  So much to be thankful 
for…. 

  Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

— from front page 

A newly repaved driveway and parking area 
near the Independent Living Village are ready 

for the winter weather to come. 
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October Scenes at the House. Clockwise, from top left: Stephanie and Amy get in the 
Halloween spirit; Gayle greets people on Halloween; Winners of our pumpkin contest: Left: 

Most Original by Jean Burnside, Right: Most Creative by Betty LeClair; An Oktoberfest 
celebration with music provided by The Cracked Walnuts; residents enjoy the afternoon; A 

newly-decorated beauty salon in Independent Living. 
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 In October, The House hosted a 
Tricky Tray Fundraiser! It was a 
glorious day! Residents and 
individuals from the community joined 
together to bid on more than 85 
fabulous baskets! Furthermore, more 
than $3,500 was raised to expand the 
Riverwalk up to Stephens State Park! 
Thank you to all who participated and 
congratulations to the winners! 

 In other news, get ready for the first 
floor renovations! The House of the 
Good Shepherd Foundation will 
provide the funds for a significant 
renovation project of the first floor of 
the main building. The project will 
include a makeover of the Lodge 
Dining Room, a redesigned reception 
area, and Administration Offices will 
be moved and improved! 

Learn more about the Development 
Office by calling Maureen Cameron, 

Director of Development at 
908-684-5952. 

Please note: Due to a technical glitch in our phone 
system, you must dial the entire number to reach the 

Development Office, not just the extension. 

Employee Appreciation 
A note from Kathy Ahrens on behalf of 

the Independent Living Residents’ Council. 

The invitation to contribute to the 
Employee Appreciation Fund is still 

ongoing. Thank you to all who have 
contributed. If you have not contributed 

so far and wish to do so, please make 
checks payable to HOTGS Employee 

Fund. We want to remember our 
employees who have all done so much 

for us this past year. 

If you have any questions, please call 
Kathy Ahrens at 908-684-5960. 

Development News 
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my family, I’m very proud of my 
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. I’m very fond of them all! 

Tell us about your travels with Bob. 

When Bob returned from serving in the 
Marines, he became a journalist for the 
Bergen Evening Record. He was offered a 
position by the Associated Press in their 
office in Buffalo in 1946. His proposal of 
marriage to me basically consisted in 
asking, “How 
would you like 
to live in 
Buffalo?” We 
were married 
on a Saturday 
and flew to 
Buffalo on 
Sunday and 
began our 
adventure in 
marriage together. One of Bob’s 
recurring sayings was, “Vera, get your 
coat!” Travels took us to Europe and 
many other places. Bob died in 2001. 
This year we would have been married 
75 years. Through the years, Bob wrote 
over 30 books, many about the war, and 
many articles, speeches, and children’s 
books, too, with lots of typing by me. 
Many people will know his stories from 
the HBO tv series The Pacific, a project 
produced by Tom Hanks and based on 
Bob’s book Helmet for My Pillow. We had  
many adventures and travels and I can 
say with gratitude I have lived a full life. 

Vera Leckie lives in Independent Living 
and I recently had the pleasure of talking 
with her about her life story. My thanks to 
Vera for sharing with us in this month’s 
newsletter! - Ed. 

How did you come to live here at the 
House of the Good Shepherd? 

I moved here a little over two years ago 
after living in Byram Township for many 
years. At the time, I realized I needed not 
to live by myself anymore. So, my son 
and daughter came with me to visit and I 
felt right at home. I’m as happy as I can 
possibly be without being back in my 
own home in Byram Township. My 
apartment has a beautiful view of the 
front yard with the flag flying and the 
Musconetcong River running nearby. I 
get to see all the coming and going of 
people here. 

Tell us about your life journey. 

I grew up in Rutherford, NJ as did my 
husband Robert. Bob served in the 
Marines during World War II. When he 
came back to Rutherford, my mother 
invited him over to the house to visit and 
we started dating after that. Together we 
had two sons and a daughter. Our son 
Geoffrey is an artist who lives in Venice, 
Italy. Our son David is a teacher in 
Chester. And our daughter Joan teaches 
in Randolph. Joan is also a historian at 
Rutherfurd Hall in Allamuchy, giving 
lectures on local history. Rounding out 
the family are six grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. As I look at 

Vera Leckie 
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at the House was a better fit for me. My 
position was part-time at first. A couple 
of years later Ken Meredith, who was 
CEO then asked me to work full time. 
Currently, I work as receptionist and 
coordinator for activities for residents 
in Independent Living. When we are 
able, we have two activities a month, 
usually trips to local places for shows or 
historical interest. We have also had a 
lunch group that visits local restaurants 
and look forward to starting again soon. 

What was the House like in 1994? 
Any funny stories you can share? 

When I started in 1994, the front 
entrance of the House was where the 
Lodge dining room is now and the 
administrative offices were in what are 
now apartments by the Lodge hallway. 
Before the new entrance was 
constructed, there were screened 
porches in the area where the cafe and 
patio are now. For a funny story, we had 
a resident years ago call 911. When the 
EMTs came, he said he called because he 
wanted a cup of coffee. To the surprise 
of all of us, they took him to Dunkin 
Donuts. I really don’t recommend 
residents try that, though! Working 
here, over the years, I have come to love 
all the residents. It’s what I appreciate 
most about the House. 

What do you enjoy away from work? 

I enjoy reading, word puzzles, and 
playing Scrabble and Rummikub. I don’t 
really enjoy cooking, but I do make 
Polish stuffed cabbage called Golumpki. 
I also enjoy baking from time to time. 

I spoke with Helen Wysowaty, our first-
floor receptionist and activity coordinator 
for Independent Living to learn about her 
work and life. Thanks, Helen! - Ed. 

Tell us about your life story. 

I was born and raised in Paterson and 
went to St. Stephen’s grammar school 
and Eastside High School. My first job 
was working at the 
Brooks Brothers 
factory in Paterson 
where I inspected 
shirts. For many 
years Paterson was 
known as the “Silk 
City” for its textile 
industry. I met my 
husband Walter at a 
polka dance. Walt 
grew up on a dairy farm in Polkville near 
Columbia. After we married in 1970 we 
made our home on the farm and raised 
two sons and a daughter. Walt died in 
March 2020. I still live in the family 
farmhouse, which was built in 1890. Our 
kids and two grandkids live in NJ and 
Pennsylvania.  

You have a long tenure with the 
House. when and how did you start? 

My first day of work at the House was on 
December 27, 1994 so this year it will be 
27 years since I started. Before that, I 
worked for the Star-Ledger newspaper 
here in Hackettstown, which required 
me to be up very early in the morning. 
I’m a morning person, but working here 

Helen Wysowaty 
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A warm welcome to new employees 
joining the team at the House 

• Daphne Hall 
Certified Nurse Assistant 

• Jessica Troup 
Housekeeper 

• Alexandra Stavrenos 
Temporary Nurse Assistant 

• Diana Valencia 
Housekeeper 

Know someone who might make a good team 
member at the House? Employees can receive a 
bonus for referring new employees. Speak with 

Gina Arnone in HR or visit our website and 
click on Careers to learn more. 

New Staff Members 

Congratulations, Maria! 

Have you met Maeve Morgan? Aside from 
being adorable, she’s also the newest 

member of our Recreation Department 
staff and brings smiles wherever she goes! 

Congratulations to 
Maria 

Vicencio-Valencia 
on the occasion of 

her retirement from 
the House 

October 29. 

We are grateful for 
Maria’s outstanding 
service to the House 

for over 18 years! 

Thank you, Maria! 



 

Just for Fun 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 

Apple Pie 

Beauty Salon 

Chrysanthemum 

Cranberries 

Election 

Feast 

Gratitude 

Vera Leckie 

Mayflower 

This issue has 4 lost sheep. Did you find them? 

Maeve 

Paving 

Pecan Pie 

Puritan 

Plymouth 

Thanksgiving 

Topaz 

Helen 
Wysowaty 

Q: If the Pilgrims were still alive today, 
what would they be most famous for? 

A: Their age.  

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Bartell    Executive Assistant 
 ext. 5724    sbartell@hotgs.org 

Maureen Cameron    Director of Development 
 ext. 5750    mcameron@hotgs.org 

Mark Campbell   Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     mark.campbell@sodexo.com 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Hollie Driscoll   Chief Financial Officer 
 ext. 5734     hdriscoll@hotgs.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Housekeeping Supervisor 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Rudloff, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    srudloff@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 


