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H 
appy New Year to all!!! 

Covid is challenging us again in 
2022 but we are doing our best 

to work through it together! Please do 
your part by wearing your mask 
properly, avoiding groups, staying 
current on your vaccines—get a booster 
and flu shot please!—and don’t take 
unnecessary risks with your health. 

 Our First Floor renovation project is 
well underway and we appreciate 
everyone’s patience with the noise and 
dust as we beautify our 
lower level area for our 
Independent Living 
residents. Thank you 
for remaining calm 
during the chaos! 

 We have been lucky with snow so far 
this season, but we are sure to have 
some soon! Will and his team are very 
busy with all the renovations but are 
ready for whatever Mother Nature 
brings our way! 

 A big thank you to all our staff for 
their continued wonderful care of our 
residents! It doesn’t matter what 
department you work in, you are part of 
a great experience for our residents. 
Keep up the good work! 

 Sue Lanza, CEO and President 

News from The House of the Good Shepherd 

Thoughts 
from Sue 
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From the Editor 

 Happy New Year! This month we 
feature an array of photos from 
December’s activities. I hope you had a 
blessed Christmas and wish you a hope
-filled and healthy new year. Many 
thanks to Gina Arnone who spoke 
with Michelle Flaherty, L.P.N. You can 
read their conversation on page 6. 

 Have a story idea? Share them by 
email (scarty@hotgs.org) or ext. 5931. 
Thanks for reading the Riverside Idyll. 

  The Rev. Shawn Carty, Editor 

Items for next newsletter due: Jan. 25 

A word about photos in this issue:  

Our Covid precautions recently changed 
and we are currently pausing from having 
group activities and outings. Photos in this 
newsletter were taken in December, when 

guidelines allowed residents to gather 
unmasked in groups and for meals. 

As we begin this new year, please be safe 
and follow recommended guidelines. Our 

next clinic to receive the Covid vaccine 
(first, second, or booster dose) will be 
Feb. 2, 8 a.m.-11 a.m. Contact Kristina 

Partika to reserve your spot (ext. 5995 or 
kpartika@hotgs.org). 



3 RIVERSIDE IDYLL JANUARY 2022 



4 RIVERSIDE IDYLL JANUARY 2022 



5 RIVERSIDE IDYLL JANUARY 2022 

Our renovation project continues to make progress! 
This series of photos shows (clockwise, from upper left) the Lodge Dining Room as it progresses 

from demolition (and excavation) to roughed-in plumbing, to newly-placed concrete. 
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eventually became a Certified Nurse 
Assistant. While working as an aide at 
Andover, I was encouraged to go to 
nursing school. I have now been nurse 
for 2 ½ years and I absolutely love it.  

When you think about working at 
The House, can you tell us what you 
like most about being here? 

The residents, hands down. I like to get 
to know 
each and 
every 
resident and 
they are all 
great! My 
daughter 
actually 
came in one 
day and 
volunteered 
by doing 
crafts with 
them and 
even she 
loved it. 

What do you like to do when you’re 
not working? 

I like to shop. I actually like to shop for 
other people rather than myself. I also 
like to cook. I have a big garden at home 
and love gardening in the summer! I am 
also very family-oriented so once a 
week we have a family game night. I 
have three children; Alyssa (26), 
Jennifer (24), and Kaylee (18)  

This month, Gina Arnone in our Human 
Resources office took time to interview 
Michelle Flaherty, L.P.N. who works in our 
Skilled Nursing Unit. Michelle joined us at 
the House last June. Many thanks to Gina 
and Michelle for sharing their 
conversation with us! 

Can you tell us about how you heard 
of The House and what made you 
decide to come here? 

One of the agency nurses who works 
here told me about The House. We went 
to Licensed Practical Nurse School 
together and worked at Andover 
together. She told me how great this 
place was. When I stepped into the 
building to interview, I just felt that this 
was the place for me. Everybody was so 
welcoming. After the interview, I knew I 
would accept a position here if I was 
offered one.  

Tell us about your journey into 
nursing. When did you know that you 
wanted to become a nurse? 

At first, I thought I wanted to be a 
teacher so I went to school for that. I was 
a pre-school Aide. I then got pregnant, so 
I stayed home for a little to raise my 
children. My grandmother got sick and I 
started caring for her. Shortly after, my 
mother got sick and I was caring for her 
too. One of the aides that came to care 
for my mother told me that I should go to 
school to become an aide because she 
thought I would be good at it. I 

Michelle Flaherty, L.P.N. 
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A warm welcome to new employees 
joining the team at the House 

• Kelsey Stone, L.P.N. 

• Steven Reilly, L.P.N. 

• Beyonce Veitch 
Dietary Aide 

• Heather Van Wingerden, C.N.A. 

• Scott Ward 
Housekeeping Porter 

Know someone who might make a good team 
member at the House? Employees can receive a 
bonus for referring new employees. Speak with 
Gina Arnone in HR see Careers on our website. 

New Staff at the House 

Congratulations to Katie and Amy! 
Congratulations to Katie Kresge, L.P.N. 
for recently completing the Nursing 
Home Infection Preventionist Training 
course. Katie completed a rigorous 

program of 25 
courses and 
evaluations to 
achieve this 
distinction and 
she serves as 
our Infection 
Preventionist 
for the House. 
Katie shares 
her special 

thanks for Michelle Flaherty and 
Stephanie Rudloff for their support 
and encouragement. Well done! 

Our own Amy Mackiewicz recently 
became an Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT-B) after an extensive 
program of training 
and education. Amy 
has worked at the 
House for ten 
years, in 
rehabilitation and 
as a C.N.A. 
Currently our 
Transportation 
Coordinator, Amy 
also keeps us well-
supplied with PPE. When not at the 
House, Amy generously gives her time 
helping with Pennsylvania Mountain 
Rescue, whose motto is, “So that others 
may live.” Congratulations to Amy for 
this well-deserved achievement! Thanks, Atlantic Health 

Thanks to Atlantic Health for providing a cart of 
holiday snacks for employees at the House. Here 
Phillis and Stephanie show the delicious goodies. 



 

Just for Fun 

Administration 

798 Willow Grove Street 
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840 

(908) 684-5900           www.hotgs.org 

Amy Mackiewicz 

Beginning 

Carnation 

Epiphany 

Garnet 

Icicles 

January 

Katie Kresge 

Martin Luther 
King 

This issue has 3 lost sheep. Did you find them? 

Michelle Flaherty 

Mittens 

New Year 

Renovation 

Scarves 

Snowdrop 

Snowflake 

Twenty-Two 

Winter 

We all know that 6 was 

scared of 7 because 7 8 9... 

but 7 was scared 2, 4 6 8 10. 

Igor Agaronin, m.d.  Medical Director 
 igor.agaronin@atlantichealth.org 

Gina Arnone   Human Resources 
 ext. 5739     garnone@hotgs.org 

William Ashby   Director of Plant Operations 
 ext. 5726     washby@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Bartell    Executive Assistant 
 ext. 5724    sbartell@hotgs.org 

Maureen Cameron    Director of Development 
 908-684-5952    mcameron@hotgs.org 

The Rev. Shawn Carty   Chaplain 
 ext. 5931     scarty@hotgs.org 

Cristine Franco    Administrator-In-Training 
 (for LNHA License)    cfranco@lsmnj.org 

Tita Gonzalez   Director of Housekeeping & Laundry 
 ext. 5927     tgonzalez@hotgs.org 

Susan Lanza, lnha   CEO & President 
 ext. 5720     slanza@hotgs.org 

Marie Manzi   Director of Social Services 
 ext. 3906     mmanzi@hotgs.org 

Christina McLaughlin   Director of Sales & Marketing 
 ext. 5722     cmclaughlin@hotgs.org 

Shannon Morgan   Director of Recreation 
 ext. 5731     smorgan@hotgs.org 

Kristina Partika   Director of Admissions 
 ext. 5995     kpartika@hotgs.org 

Stephanie Rudloff, r.n.   Director of Nursing 
 ext. 5730    srudloff@hotgs.org 

David Sullivan   President of the Board of Trustees 
 attsully33@gmail.com  

Aldo Villacorta,   Interim Dietary Director 
 ext. 5929     aldo.villacorta@sodexo.com 

Barbara Warne, r.n.   Director of Wellness 
 ext. 5938    bwarne@hotgs.org 


