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Genesis 1: 9-31 
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” ……And it was so. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit.” And it was so…... And God saw that it was good. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate the day from the night…..And it was 
so. …….And God saw that it was good 2

And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 
the vault of the sky.”…….. And God saw that it was good. 

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the 
creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals,..And it was so…….. And God saw 
that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.”

So God created mankind in his own image…. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and look after it…...”

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 



Our solar system is within 
the Milky Way galaxy, 
which contains 100-400 
billion stars.

Estimated number of galaxies 
range from 100 – 200 billion
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Fossil eel remains from lake deposits in Otago, 
23 million years old



Awe - God revealed in creation

The apostle Paul believed that just looking around at creation 
should be enough to convince people of the existence of God: 
“For since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities -
his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that we are 
without excuse.” (Rom 1:20)

“God writes the Gospel, not in the Bible alone, but also on 
trees, and the flowers and the clouds and stars”. Martin 
Luther



Qualities of ecology

•Relationships

•Diversity

•Resilience

•Order

•Vulnerability



Relationships



Plants and animals – we need each other

photosynthesis  (plants)

CO2 + H2O            sugar

respiration  (animals)

Energy



Like faith, ecology is about relationships



Relationships and balance - sea otters and kelp forests



Diversity

•





Fish – a myriad of colours



A myriad of shapes



One of my favourites – the leafy sea dragon



Resilience

Forest recovering after fire -
Australia

Atlantic humpback whales – were only 440 
(1950), today 25,000



Order





Vulnerability



Pollution

Overfishing

New Zealand 
forest killed by 
possums





Inanga lay eggs during spring tides New Zealand eels breed 5 000 km 
away near Fiji  !!



Awe from the more common things of life…



The uniqueness of planet earth

• The best distance from the sun (the “Goldilocks principle” – 5% 
closer = 900oC)

• The right size (otherwise problems with gravity and pressure)

• The moon is the right  distance from earth (tides don’t swamp us 
etc)

• The composition of  the atmosphere is perfect to sustain life (78% 
nitrogen, 21% oxygen)

• The angle of the earth is just right to create our seasons (23.5o) 

• The atmosphere shields us from deadly radiation

• Larger planets in our solar system protect us from comets and 
meteorites



A bit of physics….

• The availability and strengths of a number of fundamental constants are 
critical to maintain life on earth: These include

- Planks constant

- Boltzmann constant

- The speed of light

- Gravity

- Nuclear forces

• These are 26 known constants needed for life to exist, and they must 
exist simultaneously. If just one of these constants was different by even 
1 in 1,000,000, there could be no life on earth !!



Aspects of God revealed in creation
• Creation reveals God’s glory. “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 

above proclaims His handiwork” (Psa. 19:1)

• Creation reveals God’s power. “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
and by the breath of His mouth all their host...For He spoke, and it came to be; He 
commanded, and it stood firm” (Psa. 33:6, 9). “He upholds the universe by the word 
of His power” (Heb. 1:3)

• Creation reveals God’s majesty. “Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who 
delight in them. – they are full   of splendour and majesty, and His righteousness 
endures forever” (Psa. 111:2-3)

• Creation reveals God’s wisdom. “It is He who made the earth by His power, who 
established the world by His wisdom, and by His understanding stretched out the 
heavens” (Jer. 10:12)

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps. 19.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps. 33.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Psa 33.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ps. 111.2-3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer. 10.12


Creation/ecology God
Relationships Interdependence underpins 

creation/ecology. Systems are 

interconnected 

Relationship is fundamental. God 

with us, us with the rest of creation

Diversity Diversity brings stability; enables 

full exploitation of resources

God treats us as individuals. He 

encourages diversity yet we are 

known to Him by name

Resilience Systems bounce back after being 

injured e.g. vegetation sprouts 

after fire

“I’ll never let you down, never walk 

off and leave you” Heb13:5). God’s 

love is forever and without limit

Order Seasons; all life has it’s place and 

function; predictability

God is not a god of disorder, chaos 

and randomness (1 Cor 14:33). His 

creation was staged and orderly 

Vulnerable Processes/species can be 

disrupted, especially by human 

activity (whether from ignorance 

or deliberate)

Jesus wept; he was “Despised and 

rejected”. 

To love is to be vulnerable



Love.  John 3:16. “For God so loved the world….”



Old totara on Port Hills




