
Advent
PREPARING

We prepare to welcome the Saviour and King.



Exodus 23:20-26 
“See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard 
you along the way and to bring you to the place I 
have prepared. 

Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. 

Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your 
rebellion, since my Name is in him. 



Exodus 23:20-26 
If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that 
I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will 
oppose those who oppose you. 

My angel will go ahead of you and bring you into 
the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe 
them out. 



Exodus 23:20-26 
Do not bow down before their gods or worship 
them or follow their practices. 

You must demolish them and break their sacred 
stones to pieces. Worship the LORD your God, and 
his blessing will be on your food and water. 

I will take away sickness from among you, and none 
will miscarry or be barren in your land. 

I will give you a full life span.” 



Romans 13:11-14 
And do this, understanding the present time: The 
hour has already come for you to wake up from 
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed. 

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armour of light. 



Romans 13:11-14 
Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 
jealousy. 

Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not think about how to gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 



All Read Together:

God of Israel old and new,

write in our hearts the lessons of your law;

prepare our minds to receive the gospel

made visible in your Son Jesus Christ. 

Amen.
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Malachi 3:1

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom 
you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 



Malachi 2:17 - 3:1
You have wearied the LORD with your words. 

“How have we wearied him?” you ask. 

By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the 
LORD, and he is pleased with them,” or, “Where is the God of 
justice?” 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom 
you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 



Luke 3:2b-6 
The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went 
into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.

Every valley shall be filled in,

every mountain and hill made low.

The crooked roads shall become straight,

the rough ways smooth.

And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 



Malachi 3:2-4
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can 
stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s 
fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 
them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men 
who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the 
offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to 
the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 



Luke 3:7, 9
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 

The axe is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 



Malachi 3:5
“So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to 
testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, 
against those who defraud labourers of their wages, 
who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and 
deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do 
not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 



Malachi 3:6-7
“I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of 
Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your 
ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and 
have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you,” says the LORD Almighty.

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’” 



Luke 3:7, 9
“What should we do then?” 

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share 
with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should 
do the same.”

Even tax collectors came to be baptised. “Teacher,” they 
asked, “what should we do?”

“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told 
them.

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people 
falsely—be content with your pay.” 



Luke 3:15-18 
The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the 
Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptise you with 
water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.



Luke 7:19
“Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 
someone else?” 

Luke 7:22-23
“The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of 
me.”









Say together
Your death, O Lord, we commemorate,

Your resurrection we confess.

Your final coming we await.

Glory be to you, O Christ.


