
Nau mai! Welcome!
The service is beginning soon .

Find yourself a seat,
and prepare your hearts for worship.
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Offering

Papanui Baptist Church relies on the 
generosity of its people to meet our 
budget. 

Account name: Papanui Baptist Church
Account number: 03-0854-0651093-00
Reference: Your name
Code: Envelope number (not essential)

Eftpos available at Info Centre
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The End of Life Choice Act 2019

Dr Sarah Masterton

Paediatric registrar, daughter, sister, niece, cousin, sister-in-law, aunty, friend and sister-in-Christ



The End of Life Choice Act 2019

 Purpose: to inform you about

 What the EOLC Act 2019 is not about

 What the EOLC Act 2019 and upcoming referendum are about

 Some issues related to the EOLC Act 2019

 Where to from here…?



What is the EOLC Act 2019 NOT about?

 Turning off life support

 Stopping medical tests and treatment

 Do not resuscitate requests

 Receiving pain relief that ultimately shortens life

 Discontinuing a person’s access to food and fluid when she or he is too unwell to receive 

them



What is the EOLC Act 2019?

 An Act of Parliament that seeks to give people with a terminal illness the option of 

requesting assisted dying

 A binding referendum is to be held at the general election in October 2020



What is the EOLC Act 2019 Referendum?

 Do you support the End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into force?

 Yes, I support the End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into force

 No, I do not support the End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into force



What is the EOLC Act 2019?

 “To give persons who have a terminal illness and who meet certain criteria the option of 

lawfully requesting medical assistance to end their lives; and

 “To establish a lawful process for assisting eligible persons who exercise that option.”



What is the EOLC Act 2019?

 To be eligible for assisted dying, a person must

 Be aged 18 years or over

 Have New Zealand citizenship or be a permanent resident

 Suffer from a terminal illness that is likely to end their life within 6 months

 Be in an advanced state of irreversible decline in physical capability

 Experience unbearable suffering that cannot be relieved in a manner that they consider tolerable

 Are competent to make an informed decision about assisted dying

 A person is not eligible only because of age, mental illness or disability



What is the EOLC Act 2019?

 The EOLC Act requires

 Person, who wishes to pursue option of assisted dying, to inform the attending medical 

practitioner of their wish

 An opinion from a first attending medical practitioner

 A second opinion from an independent medical practitioner

 A third opinion from a psychiatrist if competence is not established



What is the EOLC Act 2019?

 If the person is deemed eligible then

 Paperwork must be completed, signed and forwarded to the Registrar

 The eligible person chooses a date, time and method of administration of medication

 At least 48 hours prior to administration, the medical practitioner writes the prescription and 

advises the Registrar

 The medical practitioner must be available to the eligible person, or arrange for another medical 

practitioner to be available, until they die



What some issues related to the

EOLC Act 2019? 

 Potential for medical errors regarding prognosis

 There is little protection against pressure

 No mandatory cooling-off period

 Consultation with family/whanau is not required

 No screening for depression or mental illness

 No requirement for an independent witness

 No requirement to ensure person is mentally competent on the day the lethal dose is 

injected/taken



What is needed?

 Information about the End of Life Choice Act 2019

 Access to palliative care

 To address suffering, dignity, psychosocial and spiritual issues

 And make a demonstrable difference to quality of life



Where to from here?

 Talk to your family and friends

 Investigate

 Visit some (or all) of the websites listed on the following page

 Read “The Final Choice ⎜End of Life Suffering: Is Assisted Dying the Answer?” by Carlise Trayes

 Pray for wisdom!!!
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Tree planting opportunity
We’re helping ECan plant trees alongside Christchurch rivers!

Date: Sat 19 Sept, 9.30 am – midday

Site: the Ōtukaikino River (South Branch of the Waimakariri River)
Equipment and morning tea provided – fun optional

Names to Richard Guise or Don Jellyman please
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Sunday Gathering

Let's catch up!

Get yourself a cuppa, and spend 

time catching up with one 

another

F R E E  B A R I S TA 

C O F F E E  F O R  F I R S T 

T I M E  V I S I TO R S


