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Mission Statement

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,

NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is

a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.
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Catholic Tradition
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Most Rev. James F. Checchio,
JCD, MBA
Bishop of Metuchen

Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, D.D.
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Annual Parish Goal
We, as ministers, will foster
an inviting and spiritual Catholic community for all,
especially to those away from the Church,
by growing in and witnessing to our faith in the mercy of God.

Our Parisfy

Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D. ......
.................................... Pastor

Earl Roberts.......cccccceeeiiinis Deacon
Mary Cangelosi..................... Trustee
Fred Heimall.......................... Trustee
Muailing Address:
PO Box 455
Califon, NJ 07830
Office Center:
398 County Route 513
Califon, NJ

908-832-2513
908-832-7618 fax
WWW.CCSjn.org

Wovsbipping at:
398 County Road 513
(Church Center)

Saturday Vigil Mass........... 5:30 p.m.
Sunday....ccccoeviiieiieee 8:00 a.m.
Sunday.....cccoeeiiiieeiiieeee 10:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour ....... 7:00 p.m.
Worshipping at:

390 County Road 513
(Neumann Residence)

*Check the bulletin for any changes*

Weekday Masses:

Tuesday .....cccevvvveeiiiiieens 8:00 a.m.
Friday ..o, 7:00 a.m.
Reconciliation:
Saturday.....ccccceeeeeieiininnnnnn. 5:00 p.m.

Or anytime by appointment.




This Week at Saint John's

Mass Intentions

Mass Schedule - April 1/2

Tuesday, March 28 Saturday 5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. lole Matthews, req. CIBDIANE ... Fr. Abraham Orapankal
Susan and Mike Griffin REAET .. Linda Caprio

Friday, March 31 ABE SEIVET ..o e e Needed
7:00 a.m. Intention of the Celebrant Gi.ft.Bearers................... ..................................................................... Bernard Family
Saturday, April 1 Ministers of the Euchanst .................. Mary ConnoI.Iy
5:30 p.m. Christopher Robert | Zimmmsss s Eileen McCabe, Lyle Garcia
Brynildsen, req. Sunday 8:00 a.m.

The Brynildsen Family Celebrant ........oooooeeeeeee e Fr. Abraham Orapankal

Sunday, April 2 [ L=T= (o L= Jim Murray
8:00 a.m. Diane Clifton, req. ARG SEIVET ... Patterson Family

Stanski Family
10:30 a.m. Gloria Kuran, req.

Ministers of the Eucharist...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e, Sharon Janks
........................................................ Barbara Gates, 1 Needed

Roger and Marie Malone Sunday

10:30 a.m.

Celebrant

Reader........cccuuvn..
Altar Server-..............
Gift Bearers..............

Bishop James Checcio

..................................................................... Joann McNamara
................................................................................ Erz Family
........................................................................ Connery Family
Music Eucharistic Minister ............ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiie e
Ministers of the Eucharist............coooevviiiiiiie. Anita Sawczuk, Ron Pojedinec
........................... Sheena Carew, Donna Lance, Mark Brisson

Shirley Pojedinec

Parish Calendar

Sunday, March 26 - Fourth Sunday of Lent / Diocesan
Clergy Retirement
Mass (Church Center)
Community Garden Signups/Planting Workshop (NX)
Faith Group
Mass (Church Center)
Children’s Liturgy (Narthex)
Auction Meeting (Loft)
11:30 a.m. Faith Group (Church Loft)
11:30 a.m. Community Garden Signups/Planting Workshop (NX)
Monday, March 27 - Lenten Weekday
7:00 p.m. Tai Chi (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Faith Group (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Fund Raising Meeting (Office Center Kitchen)
7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Meeting (Seton Room)
Tuesday, March 28 - Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel)
11:00 a.m. Faith Group (Church Center Loft)
7:00 p.m. Connxions Meeting (Office Center Kitchen)
7:00 p.m. Bereavement Session (Upper Room)
7:00 p.m. Faith Group (Neumann Residence)
Wednesday, March 29 - Lenten Weekday
10:30 a.m. Faith Group (Narthex)
7:00 p.m. Teen Outreach (ICS, Annandale)
7:00 p.m. Faith Group (Office Center Kitchen)
7:00 p.m. Faith Group (Drexel Room)
7:15 p.m. Faith Group (Upper Room)

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Thursday, March 30 - Lenten Weekday
7:30 p.m. Music/Bells (Church Center)

7:30 p.m. Faith Group (Upper Room)

Friday, March 31 - Lenten Weekday
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper /Hosted by Social Ministry (Church)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church Center)

Saturday, April 1 - Lenten Weekday
3:30 p.m. First Eucharist-Make up Session (Church Center)
5:30 p.m. Mass (Church Center)

Sunday, April 2 - Fifth Sunday of Lent/Yellow Brick Road
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church Center)
9:00 a.m. Faith Group

10:30 a.m. Mass (Church Center)

11:30 a.m. Faith Group (Church Loft)
6:00 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church & Office Centers)

x Remembered at Mass

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’'s death
and resurrection. The following will be remembered
during the Holy Eucharist: Michele Conklin, and
Rosemary Cicchitti.

Deceased: Michele Conklin, and Rosemary Cicchitti,
aunt of Linda Caprio. May they find peace and comfort in
the embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength
in the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends.




FROM THE PASTOR'’S DESK....

Dear Friends, /

During the short span of 10 months after his installation, Bishop
James Checchio has visited all the 90 parishes of the diocese. He had
visited our parish last year for the Confirmation. Since it was a weekday, the larger
community of the parish didn’t get a chance to meet him. So I'm happy to inform
you that Bishop Checchio will be with us presiding at the 10:30 Mass on Sunday,
April 2. It is an opportunity for all of us to meet our chief Shepherd in person and
listen to his message. I'm sure that as many of you can come for this occasion will.

This weekend our St. John’s Community Garden is open for the 2017 growing
season. “Laudato Si,” the historic encyclical of Pope Francis, has encouraged the
world to take a closer look at how we are shaping the future of our planet, that
Francis calls “our common home.” We have every reason to be proud of our little
contribution in translating some of the ideas of Laudato Si, especially these words
of the Pope: “Tilling’ refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while ‘keeping’
means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a relationship of
mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. Each community can take
from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the
duty to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations” (LS
#67)

This month is the fourth anniversary of the papacy of Francis. Four years ago
on March 13, Jorge Bergoglio inherited the throne of St. Peter with the request,
“Pray for me”. His teachings and examples of pastoral accompaniment and consul-
tative process are leading the Church on a different trajectory with his focus on
God’s mercy, the joy of love, ministry to the poor and sensitivity to those who are
struggling to live the ideal of marriage. No wonder recent surveys show Pope Fran-
cis’ popularity has increased to “almost 90 per cent” in the United States during the
last few months, stated David Gibson, a Catholic reporter and prize-winning au-
thor, who said that many Catholics see in Francis “a kind of pastor in a parish that
so many of us have known. There is something, at once, so unremarkable about it
and yet, at the same time, the fact that he’s Pope makes him so remarkable.”

May we benefit from the invaluable teachings of Francis who is calling us to learn
and live the mind of Jesus our Lord.

Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Orapankal

ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR RETIRED PRIESTS

The second collection this weekend is for the Fund for our Retired Diocesan
Priests. This collection is exclusively for the benefit of our 26 retired priests, which
includes our own Fr. Bill, as well as for our active priests upon their retire-
ment. May your generosity to this collection reflect your gratitude and love for our
retired priests who have been dedicated and faithful to their priesthood over the
years. Let’s not forget.

WHY CONFESSION? SAVE THE DATE WED., APRIL 5TH 7PM

Penance, aka confession, is the sacrament of the forgiveness of sin. You can’t
beat it for convenience. It's available practically whenever. Tell a priest you want to
go to confession and you’ll get his attention. One bishop | know was cornered on
an airplane. Another passenger figured out what was going on and asked if he
could confess too. It must have been an interesting game of musical seats. An
interesting question for priests might be: Where was the strangest place you ever
administered the sacrament of penance? The answers I've gathered include “in a
sports bar, at a graduation party” and “on the golf course, walking up the fairway.”
Confession has benefits. Here are two:

1. Confidentiality guaranteed. There’s nothing like confessing your sins to some-
one guaranteed not to tell anyone else. Sometimes you need to talk in absolute
confidence. Even under subpoena, a priest can’t tell anyone what’s said to him in
confession. He can’t even hint at it. Now that’s confidentiality.

2. Housekeeping for the soul. It feels good to be able to start a clean life all over
again. Like going into a sparkling living room in your home, it'’s nice when clutter is
removed — even if it's your own.

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 26, 2017
“Not as man sees does God see, be-
cause man sees the appearance but
the Lord looks into the heart.”
1Samuel 16:7
How often do we invest our time,
talent and treasure in creating an ap-
pearance that does not matter at all to
God? We strive to impress with our
clothing, home, career, possessions,
car and other marks of distinction. But
none of these illusions of greatness will
impress God. Instead, He will look into
our hearts to see how much we loved
Him, how much we loved others and
how we showed that love by the way
we used our time, talents and treasure
here on earth.

men SOUP ‘N STATIONS

NPT

=B FRIDAYS IN LENT
Soup Supper 6 p.m.

=

Stations of the Cross 7 p.m.

Please join us for a simple meal of
soup followed by the Stations of the
Cross. Soup, bread, salad and drinks
will be provided by our ministries; how-
ever, if you wish you are welcome to
bring a meatless soup to share. Friday:
March 31 & April 7.

@ NEW AT ST. JOHN’S

an If you are new at St. John's,
ﬁ! ||l see one of our greeters at

Mass for a small information
packet. Contact France Kennedy at
908-307-7879.

Parish Contact Information

Office Center ..........ccouurevernne 908-832-2513
FaX. s 908-832-7618
Email.....ccooooviiiiinn, sin@ccsjn.org

Rev. Abraham Orapankal .............cccocviuneen. Pastor
Email......ccocvvvinnne. abraham@ccsjn.org
Earl RODErS ..o Deacon
Email.....cooovvvicn. earlri@verizon.net
Sharon Janks.............c....... Pastoral Administrator
Email.....ccccoovvviniins sjanks@ccsjn.org

........... Pastoral Associate

Email......ccocvivinnnnn. fkennedy@ccsjn.org

Kerri Caldaro... ... Financial Administrator
Email.....ccccoooviininnn kcaldaro@ccsjn.org
Wayne INfusing ........cocvvrivneereiiinnns Maintenance
Religious Education............... 908-832-2162

Renee Ciszewski .Director of Religious Education
R renee@ccsjn.org
........................ Office of Catechesis

................ jiarvis@ccsjn.org
socialministry@ccsjn.org
.................................................... Greg Wilson
............................ bulletin@ccsjn.org
.............. sjnygroup@gmail.com
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Christian Formation

1ST EUCHARIST CLASSES
_|_ Saturday, April 8th, 2:30 p.m.
“%/ The next First Eucharist class
will be held on Saturday, April
8th, at 2:30 p.m. in the Church Cen-
ter. Please note the change in time.

MONTHLY ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Faith Formation is more than a subject to be taught; itis an

Aduiy I
Faitna

TEEN OUTREACH PROGRAM
“Because I’'m Worth It”
Wednesday, March 29", 7:00 p.m.
Each Confirmation Candidate in CPIII,
along with a parent, will be attending
“Because I'm Worth It,” a Teen Out-
reach event on March 29" at 7:00
p.m., at Immaculate Conception
School in Annandale. Speaker, Pam
Stenzel, will cover the topic of chastity
in her captivating and inspiring talk for
8" grade students and up. Please
arrive early to check in with Renee
Ciszewski and to be seated with the

rest of St. John’s Confirmandi.

Social Ministry

EASTER FOOD DRIVE
Here is a list of items that we
& will need for our EASTER
FOOD DRIVE. Please have all
items in by April 5th, so they can be
packed on April 7 after the Stations of
the Cross.
Juice, Tissues, Rice, Small Cooking
Oil, Apple Sauce/Fruit, Dish Soap,
Paper Towels, Hand Soap, Hams,
Small Turkeys, Cornish Hens. Thank
You !

7

T

M AQUIRE THE FIRE )¢

Acquire the Fire, the combined young
adult group of Our Lady of Lourdes
and St John Neumann, will be having
their next meeting in the Old Church
Hall of Our Lady of Lourdes (390
County Road 523, Whitehouse Sta-
tion, NJ 08889). Join us for a night of
fellowship, games, and snacks. Save
the date for our next meeting on Apr
9th. We will participating in RHA's
Stream Cleanup at Spruce Run Reser-
voir on Sat, Apr 22nd from 9 AM to 12
PM. For more information and to join
the list serve please email Susan
at acquirethefire@ollwhs.org.

Formation -
a ' invitation to a way of life. Joe Paprocki
Nourish and enrich your faith and spiritual formation by joining us during the adult

faith sharing portion of the GIFT program in the Church Center on Monday, April
3rd at 6:30 PM or at Valley View School on Sunday, April 23 at 8:30 AM. All are
invited to attend! You do not need to have a child in the program to participate.

,&Fc”’&o CATECHIST APPRECIATION BREAKFAST

Sunday, April 9th, 9:00 a.m.
All catechists and assistants in the Religious Education program are
X invited to attend an appreciation breakfast on Sunday, April 9th, at
% wm\‘\\\\“ 9:00 a.m. in the Office Center. Please RSVP to jjarvis@ccsjn.org.

ORICE CRS RICE BOWLS

B@,v\ " We continue our journey this Lent as we pray, fast, learn and give as
VL a way to reach out in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around
the world through CRS Rice Bowl. Rice Bowls can be returned at the end of Lent to
the collection basket that will be set up in the Narthex. Visit crsricebowl.org to learn

LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Liy

STATIONS Please join our Confirmation class as they enact the Living Stations
»°'""('°“ of the Cross on Good Friday, April 14, at 1:00 p.m., on the Church
. - grounds. St. John’s is happy to host this ecumenical event each year.

& s 5 GIFT OF GOOD LAND COMMUNITY GARDEN 2017
@ The Community Garden at the Catholic Community of St. John Neu-
mann will open for the 2017 growing season on the weekend of March
25-26. We have 31 raised beds and sign-ups will take place after all three Mass-
es. There will also be a tomato planting and growing seminar on the patio outside
the narthex (weather permitting) after each Mass. Tomato seeds, pots, soil and

instruction will be provided or bring your own tomato seeds to plant. Contact Anne
Germino at 908-832-2513 for more information.

2017 CALIFON FARMER'S MARKET

= cromaet/ Califon United Methodist Church and Califon Area Merchants
w F and Professional Association (CAMPA) are once again joining
Voo /S together to co-sponsor a farmer's market in downtown Cali-
fon. The market will be held on the front lawn around the gazebo
at Califon UMC situated next to the popular Top O' the Barn Thrift Shop and over-
looking the Raritan River. There will be 8 market dates for June-October 2017. If
you are interested in participating as a farmer/vendor and would like more infor-
mation, contact Pastor Kyle Cuperwich at Califon UMC 908-832-2318.

) THE SPRING GIVING TREE

.'a"f-’ o We are looking for a pair of volunteers to operate our Spring Giving
1.0t Tree this year. The tree will be set-up on Easter Sunday.

This is a perfect project for a Mother-Daughter or a Father-Son

team. We typically support four agencies, which you will contact and

then make a list of items required, post the items on the tree and then at the end

deliver the items to the agencies. There are plenty of people that can offer you

guidance and we also have many notes available from past drives.Please contact

Greg Wilson at: 908-338-7322 gwilson962@gmail.com or any member of Social
Ministry or the Church Office if you are interested. Thank You!




Parish News
AUCTION — COME JOIN THE FUN

Our annual Auction is our largest fundraiser of the year. It is held the first Sat-
urday in June, this year June 3. It is also our largest event of the year, with parish-
ioners taking part in some fashion or another.

The auction is a great dinner dance, it offers live and silent auction for those
who love the excitement of bidding, parishioners volunteer ahead preparing for the
auction, helping the day of and also by donating items that the bidders buy!
Please see us in the narthex or call the office to find out how you can help out or
come to the meeting after the 10:30 Mass this Sunday, Mar 26. The meeting is
open to everyone who wants to be part of the volunteer effort - come join the fun!

~

'\k ST JOHN’S ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
«3

Join the fun at our Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 9 after the

10:30 Mass! There will be ‘hidden’ Eggs for ages 1 — 10. Bring your bas-
kets if you have them — but we will have bags available if you forget. Be prepared
for weather - dress for outside temperature and wet grass! We have separate
hunting grounds to accommodate the ages. Thank you to the members of the High
School Youth Group for hosting this for St. John’s younger parishioners!

EASTER FLOWER HELP NEEDED

If you have some time to spare the morning of Saturday, April 15 any time after
8:00AM, we could sure use your help in decorating the inside and outside of our
church.  An RSVP would be great but “walk-ons” are most welcome! Since the
outside needs to get done rain or shine, dress appropriately. Please contact Mary
Connolly (mandmconnolly@gmail.com) until 4/12 or France Kennedy
(fkennedy@ccsijn.orq) or call the church office at 908-832-2513. Thanks!

CHANGE OF DATES - BEREAVEMENT SEMINAR

Another series of six interrelated sessions is scheduled beginning April 3rd. The
supportive conversations will take us from understanding loss and normal reac-
tions, to steps, guided by faith; to acceptance and the recreation of hopeful lives.
While a primary focus will be the death of a significant other, those who have expe-
rienced severe loss because of divorce, separation, or other substantial life altering
events are welcomed. The dates of the seminars will be April 3, April 24, May 1, 8,
15 and 22. All sessions will be led by John Cole, transition professional, of St.
John’s Bereavement Ministry.

Registration can be made with France Kennedy at the parish office by calling
France at 908-832-2513 on or before March 10. If anyone has any questions about
the seminars or participation, please call John Cole directly at 908-399-4234. This
series is open to people of all faiths and religious communities. If you are aware of
anyone who may benefit from attendance, please suggest that he or she call
France Kennedy.

GUEST SPEAKER: SR. THERESA RICKARD, O.P.

Author of Live Lent! - Save the Date—May 3rd
As you have heard, there are over 100 parishioners and friends who
are using the Live Lent! resource to aid them on their daily Lenten
journey. We are excited to announce that we will have the author, Sr.
Theresa Rickard, O.P., from RENEW International as our guest
speaker the evening of Wednesday, May 3. Sr. Terry is a dynamic, nationally-
known speaker on evangelization and small communities, and all parishioners are
welcome to join us for her presentation.

SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY

An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally
asked him, “How do you expect to be saved and get to Heaven?” The boy thought
it over and said, “Well, I'll run in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter
says, ‘For Heaven’s sake, young man, come in or stay out!”

MARRIAGE TUNE-UP

"Not as humans see does God see,
because humans see the appearance
but the Lord looks into the heart." (1
Sam. 16:7) Yes, love can be blind, but
deep love sees beneath annoying hab-
its to the inner goodness. Name one
positive quality that you see in your
beloved that others might not see.

PARENTING TUNE-UP

Teach your child two contradictory
life lessons: 1. How to stand up for
themselves. 2. How to forgive someone
who has hurt them. Model it. Role play

potential situations. (Susan Vogt)

WEEKLY COLLECTION
March 19, 2017
70 Donors Weekly............... $4,841.13
6 Yellow Brick Road............ $495.00
6 Retired Clergy .........ccc..... $170.00
March 20, 2016
96 Donors Weekly............... $5,866.05
65 Retired Clergy ................ $1,950.00
GROCERY CARDS

= Thanks to 54 families who

purchased Shop Rite and

Kings and Bishops gift cards the last

2 weeks, totaling $9,900.00. The
stores gave us $512.50.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

Office Angels
Wed., March 29 L. Caprio
Tues., April 4 A. Sawczuk
Wed., April 5 C. Behrens
Store Cards
March 25 & 26

5:30 p.m. B. Cestone
8:00 a.m. G. Battell
10:30 a.m. S. Pojecinec
April 1 & 2
5:30 p.m. E. McCabe
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski
10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane
Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 3/26 B. Sobey
Week of 4/2 M. Proano
Church Center Cleaning
March 31 Team E
April 7 Team F
Counting

March 27 Kucharski / McCabe
April 3 Malone / Kosakoswki
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Parish News

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Virgilio Alves
Joan Cardierre
Eugene Cifranic
Marie Colabella
Jean Crickenberger
John D’Almeida
Barbara DelPiano
Tino DeSantis
Sophia DeVita
Brent Evans
Paul Ferri
Helen Gallagher
Sophie Geist
Liz Harmon
Jay Heyman
Fred Holub
Lou Livoti
Dick McCall
Maggie McKeon
Jan McLeavey
Christine Meyer
Fran Miceli
Danny Mulvey
Joan Myers
Mary Lou O’Brien
Nilsa Perez Parsons
John Pfeufer
Ali Redling
Anne & Joe Sacco
Diane Siti
Noah Skinner
Michael Slivka
Al Sterphone
Julie Suplee
Nicholas Troiano
Don Velli
William Weimer
Josh Wilkes
Caden and Jill Zane
Joey Zieba

AUCTION

Want to have some fun this spring and
be involved? We would love your help
with the Auction! We will have a plan-
ning meeting on Sunday April 3 at
11:30am in the Church Center— please
join us!

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Ambassadors for Christ

To date, the Development Office has

received pledges totaling $19,387.60

and payments totaling $15,160.10

from 68 parishioners. This represents

51.0% of St. John’s $38,000.00 goal.

SUNDAY REFLECTION: Modern Spiritual Blindness

Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because he does not
keep the sabbath.” The blind man said: “One thing | do know is that | was blind
and now | see.” John 9:1-41

A country preacher was listening to a seminary professor cast doubt on the
core issues of the Faith and the authenticity of the claims of Jesus. When the pro-
fessor finished his lecture, the elderly pastor got up, took an apple from his lunch
bag and started eating it as he said, "Mr. Professor, | haven't read many of them
books you quoted." Then he took another bite of the apple. "Mr. Professor, | don't
know much about the great thinkers you mentioned," as he took still another bite of
his apple. "Mr. Professor, | admit | haven't studied the Bible like you have," as he
finished his apple and dropped it back in the bag. "I was just wondering, this apple
that | just ate, was it sour or sweet? The Professor responded, "How could | know?
| haven't tasted your apple." To which the old preacher replied, "With all due re-
spect, sir, | was just wondering if you had ever had a taste of my Jesus?" The blind
man says, "Whether or not the cure was approved by the FDA, | once was blind,
but now | see.” You all argue and explain all you want, but that's enough for me.

Although the Pharisees have long since disappeared from history, there
are still many among us who are blinded by the same pride and prejudice.
Spiritual blindness is very common in modern times. Perhaps, the most awful
disease in our country today is spiritual blindness. Such blindness refuses to
see the truths of God's revelation. This blindness refuses even to admit that
God or Christ exists. In their pride, the spiritually blind claim that everything
ends with death and that there is no life after death. They propagate their
errors and accuse believers of childish credulity and folly. They ignore the
gifts of the intellect we all possess. God's revelation through Christ informs
us that there is a future life awaiting us in which our spiritual faculties and
our transformed bodies will be fully and fittingly glorified. According to Pope
Benedict XVI, the miracle of the healing of the blind man is a sign that Christ
wants not only to give us sight, but also open our interior vision, so that our
faith may become ever deeper and we may recognize Him as our only Savior.
He illuminates all that is dark in life and leads men and women to live as
"children of the light" (Lenten message-2011).

: 2017 EASTER & HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE :
¢ Wed. April5 - 7:00pm Community Reconciliation followed by

: Individual Confessions (Church Center)

: Sat.  April 8 - Blessing of Palms Procession (Portico)

5:30pm Mass - Palm Distribution (Church Center)
s Sun. April9 - Passion/Palm Sunday

: 8:00am Mass - Palm Distribution (Church Center)
: 10:30am Mass - Palm Distribution (Church Center)
¢ Mon. April 10 - 7:30pm Chrism Mass (Cathedral-Metuchen)

: Tues. April 11 - 8:00am Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel)

: SACRED TRIDUUM :
: Thurs. April 13 - Holy Thursday
8:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Church Center) :
9:30pm-12:00am “Keeping Watch” (Seton Room) :
: Fri. April 14 - Good Friday Passion and Death of the Lord

1:00pm Living Stations of the Cross (Grounds)

8:00pm Service (Church Center)

: Sat.  April 15 - Holy Saturday - NO 5:30pm MASS

8:00pm Easter Vigil and Mass - (Church Center)
: Sun. April 16 - Easter Sunday

8:00am Mass (Church Center)

10:30am Mass (Church Center)
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