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Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
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Worshipping at: 
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Weekday Masses: 
Tuesday ............................. 8:00 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 

Reconciliation: 
Saturday............................. 5:00 p.m. 

Or anytime by appointment. 

Mission Statement 
Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian  
       Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
       The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
       a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual journey of hope: 
TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 

Annual Parish GoalAnnual Parish Goal  
We, as ministers, will foster  

an invi�ng and spiritual Catholic community for all,  
especially to those away from the Church,  

by growing in and witnessing to our faith in the mercy of God. 
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Sunday, June 4 - Pentecost / Yellow Brick Road Collection  
  8:00 a.m. Mass (Under the Tent) 
10:30 a.m. Mass - Pastoral Council Induction Ceremony (Tent) 
11:30 a.m. Community Coffee (Sponsored by Hospitality Comm.) 
11:30 a.m. Remove Furniture from Worship Space (Church) 
  3:00 p.m. Recital - B. Lee (Church Center) 
Monday, June 5 - Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr  
  7:30 pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word Meeting (Seton Room) 
Tuesday, June 6 - Saint Norbert, Bishop  
  8:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel) 
Wednesday, June 7 - Weekday  
     Office Closed for Staff Retreat 
  7:15 p.m. Bible Study (Drexel Room) 
Thursday, June 8 - Weekday  
        NO Music/Bells  
Friday, June 9 - Saint Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor of the Church 
  7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel) 
12:00 p.m. Office Closed 
  5:00 p.m. Narthex & Bathroom Cleaning (Church Center) 
Saturday, June 10 - Weekday  
  8:00 a.m. Women’s Spirituality Coffee (Office Center Kitchen) 
  9:00 a.m. Move Furnishings back into Worship Space (Church) 
      Offsite Wedding (Laura Mario - Christopher Rosario) 
  3:00 p.m. CPI Day of Discernment (Church Center) 
  5:30 p.m. Mass - Rite of Entrance (Church Center) 
Sunday, June 11 - Most Holy Trinity / Father’s Day Intentions 
  8:00 a.m. Mass (Church Center) 
10:30 a.m. Mass - Gattone Baptism (Church Center) 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy (Narthex) 
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This Week at Saint John’s 

Parish Calendar 

Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, June 6 
  8:00 a.m. Intention of the Celebrant 
Friday, June 9 
  7:00 a.m. Intention of the Celebrant 
Saturday, June 10 
  5:30 p.m. Edward & Catherine 
   Ostapczuk, req. Kathy Cohen                
Sunday, June 11 
  8:00 a.m. Barbara Mason, req. 
      Jim & Roni Durham 
10:30 a.m. Kyle Hargadon, req.      
     Erin Cookson & Gina Evans   

Remembered at Mass 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. The following will be remembered 
during the Holy Eucharist: Al Sterphone, Virgilio 

Alves, Susan Riemondy, and John Morrison. 

Deceased: Virgilio Alves, father of Anna Sollacio, Al 
Sterphone, parishioner, Susan Riemondy, cousin of Lin-
da Caprio, and John Morrison uncle of Ray Klacik. May 
they find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and 
may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and 
support from family and friends. 

     III.   Kevin Horton & Carolyn King   

Mass Schedule - June 10/11 
Saturday                                                                                                    5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ............................................................................. Fr. Abraham Orapankal    
Reader ......................................................................................... Kathleen Swindler 
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Upwood Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................................... Mary Connolly 
 ................................................................................ Debby Kelemen, Mary D’Avella 
Sunday                                                                                                       8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ............................................................................. Fr. Abraham Orapankal    
Reader .................................................................................................. Chris Bitters 
Altar Server ....................................................................................... Stanski Family    
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................................................... Sharon Janks 
 ............................................................................... Barbara Martalus, Bob Martalus   
Sunday                                                                                                     10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ............................................................................. Fr. Abraham Orapankal    
Reader ................................................................................................. Steve Carroll 
Altar Server ................................................................................... Cucchiara Family 
Music Eucharistic Minister .............................................................. Gloria Cucchiara 
Ministers of the Eucharist ....................................... Cindy Carroll, Shirley Pojedinec 
 .................................................................. Marlene Milko, Doris Royal, Peter Royal  

Office Summer Hours 
June 1st through September 1st 

 Monday-Thursday...... 8am to  5pm 

 Friday ............................ 8am to 12pm 

Floor Refinishing will be  
taking this week. 

Furniture to be moved out after Today’s 
10:30 Mass 

Furniture to be moved back in  
 Next Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  
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PParish Contact Information 
Office Center .......................... 908-832-2513 
  Fax  ..................................... 908-832-7618 
  Email ................................. sjn@ccsjn.org 
  Rev. Abraham Orapankal ........................... Pastor 
  Email ........................ abraham@ccsjn.org 
  Earl Roberts .............................................. Deacon 
  Email .......................... earlr1@verizon.net 
  Sharon Janks .................... Pastoral Administrator 
  Email ............................ sjanks@ccsjn.org 
  France Kennedy ...................... Pastoral Associate 
  Email ....................... fkennedy@ccsjn.org 
  Kerri Caldaro .................... Financial Administrator 
   Email ........................ kcaldaro@ccsjn.org 
  Wayne Infusino ................................ Maintenance 
Religious Education .............. 908-832-2162 
  Renee Ciszewski Director of Religious Education 
  Email ............................. renee@ccsjn.org 
  Jo Ann Jarvis ........................ Office of Catechesis 
  Email ............................. jjarvis@ccsjn.org 
  Social Ministry .......... socialministry@ccsjn.org 
  ….……... ....................................... Greg Wilson 
  Bulletin……………………….bulletin@ccsjn.org 
  Youth Ministry…………..sjnygroup@gmail.com 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…. 
Dear Friends, 
      Happy Feast of Pentecost – the birthday of the Church! I have heard 
some arguing that it is not really the birthday of the Church because neither 
Paul nor other New Testament writers mention about it except in just one chapter. 
But a great majority of the mainline churches agree that it is such a seminal event 
that it truly is the birthday of the Church. No matter what, it was at Pentecost a 
small body of believers was empowered to be evangelizers as the Holy Spirit filled 
them. Paul calls the “church” "the body of Christ” and each one “individually mem-
bers of it” (1 Corinthians 12.27-28). This body of Christ is where “to each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1 Cor. 12.7).  It is a group for 
the effective work of the church, but the gifts for its health and mission of the body 
are given to the individual members.   
      Each one of us has the flame of the Holy Spirit. We manifest the presence of 
the Spirit in various ways we use our gifts for the mission and growth of the body 
of Christ here at St. John Neumann. Our Annual Auction-dinner-gala this weekend 
celebrates our united effort to help our parish stay strong financially. The whole 
parish can rightly take credit for this event - the many who are attending the even-
ing, the many more who are participants in some tangible ways of supporting it 
and our amazing organizing team.  
      Our different ministries and vibrant committees are clear and visible signs of 
the active presence of the Spirit. Among these, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
is the apex consultative body of the parish with a three-year term for its members.  
It is our tradition that each year one third of the Council members will retire and an 
equal number will be replaced through a process of spiritual discernment. This 
year due to various reasons, we have more positions open and so we are blessed 
to have more new members joining. As every year, the commissioning of the new 
Parish pastoral Council will be on Pentecost Sunday, the only difference being that 
it will be under the tent – reminiscent of the “Tent of Meeting” in Exodus 33:7-11. 
As I thank the retiring members for their valuable contribution to the good of the 
parish, I wish the PPC another year of ministry as a consultative body that evalu-
ates the pastoral life of the parish in light of its mission and recommends pastoral 
initiatives for the full participation of the whole parish in the life of the community, 
as envisaged in the Second Vatican Council’s (Decree on the Bishop’s Pastoral 
Office in the Church, no.27). Please congratulate and get to know them so that you 
can communicate to them the needs and concerns of the Parish. May we all be 
filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit on this Pentecost! 
     Your brother in Christ, 
     Fr. Abraham Orapankal 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
June 4, 2017 

“To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good.”   
  1 CORINTHIANS 12:7 
To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit you 
must open your heart and let Him in! 
Open your heart and be grateful for all 
the gifts God has given us. Regardless 
of your circumstance, God has given 
us all blessings. What we do with those 
gifts is our gift back to God. Generously 
sharing our gifts keeps us more “God-
centered” and less “self-centered”. 

SUMMER EVENING GARDENING 
It sounds nice, being in the garden in the summer with the evening breeze, but 
alas this is just a euphemism for work – weeding to be precise.  However, we do 
think we can make the task more palatable.  The goal is to gather a few parishion-
ers who would like to come together to help maintain the flower gardens around 
the church and perhaps help the time pass with a bottle while enjoying conversa-
tion.  If you are interested please email fkennedy@ccsjn.org with some evenings 
in June you might be available. 

BAPTISM 
Quarterly we hold Baptism 
Preparation for families 
who are looking to baptiz-
ing their child.  Anyone 

who is expecting a birth of a child or 
have a child to be baptized should call 
France Kennedy at the office (908-832
-2513) to register for the preparation 
program and discuss arrangements.   

START YOUR DAY OFF RIGHT WITH A MORNING MEDITATION 
Try a good way to start your day – meditation in your email. 

http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer 
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Christian Formation  

Social Ministry  

Parish News 

2017-2018 RELIGIOUS   
EDUCATION REGISTRATION 

Registration for 
the 2017-2018 
Religious Ed. 
program is now 

open! Information and forms have 
been mailed home and will be posted 
on the parish website, ccsjn.org. 

CPI DAY OF DISCERNMENT 
           Saturday, June 10, 3:00 p.m. 
The CPI Day of Discernment will be held on Saturday, June 
10, at 3:00 p.m. in the Church Center. All CPI (6th Grade) can-
didates are expected to attend, and at least one parent should 
accompany their child. CPI candidates will celebrate the Rite 
of Entrance with their families at the 5:30 p.m. Mass following 
this Day of Discernment. 

GRADUATES MASS  - SUNDAY 10:30AM JUNE 18  
You are invited to celebrate with the parish at our Graduate Mass 
on Sunday, June 18, at 10:30 a.m.  Our community will be cele-
brating and praying for all our graduates, of all ages and degrees. 
We hope you can join us!   If you want to be listed  send the fol-
lowing information to France Kennedy: name, school, major, de-

gree, future school (if applicable) at fkennedy@ccsjn.org   by June 1. You may 
provide this information even if you cannot attend the Mass that day.   

ALTAR SERVING 
If you enjoy watching the Altar being 
set during Mass, and appreciate the 
tradition at St. John’s of a family join-
ing together for this simple service, we 
ask you to consider your family partici-
pating in the Mass in this way.  It is a 
wonderful way to serve and it can be 
adapted to work for two people or a 
family of 5.  If you would like to discuss 
before deciding please contact the 
office or talk to an Altar Server at 
Mass!   

Sound Advice when we pray:  
Don't give God instructions - 

just report for duty! 

IT’S TIME TO REFINISH THE FLOORS 
   Move Furniture out June 4th 11:30am 
   Move Furniture in June 10th 9:00am 
We are looking for help to clear out the worship space 
in the Church so the floors can be refinished. After the 
10:30 Mass on June 4th we will move everything out 

and the work will begin on Monday June 5th.   
     The floors will be ready for us to put the furniture back by Saturday, June 10th. 
We will be meeting in the Church Center at 9:00am on June 10th to put everything 
back and set up for the weekend Masses. If you can help please sign up in the 
Narthex. Any questions, call  or email Sharon 908-832-2513/sjanks@ccsjn.org.   

A REQUEST FROM OUR PARISHIONER 
I am asking that the members of my church community begin praying for two girls 
that I have taught for a number of years. Jessica Williams and Destiny Light-
foot. They are very special to me, have great personalities and are wonderful 
young women. They are two of the victims that were hit by a crazed man in Times 
Square last week. One is back at home after having leg surgery, and the other is in 
critical condition fighting for her life. Their community is really coming together to 
help the families, but we need as many thoughts and prayers for them!    

 From Janet Gattone 
Please keep these girls, their families and others in your prayers. 

PARISHIONER IN NEED 
One of our parishioner is recuperating 
and needs help Monday to Friday. 
Looking for a woman for night stay. 
She is willing to pay. If interested, 
please call the Parish Office at 908-
832-2513.  

JULY 4TH FOOD CARDS 
If you check out the Social Ministry Station in the Narthex 
you'll find envelopes for your donations. Our mission this 
year is to provide 19 individuals( veterans or elderly) with 
$25/$50 food cards and 9 families with $100 food cards. 
Please assist us in making this holiday special for some of 
our most needy. Thanks and God Bless ! 
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Parish News 

Are you on social media?  Your stewardship could be keeping 
St. John’s activities present on the web!  Contact the office and 

find us on Facebook, "St. John Neumann RC Church, Califon NJ"  

MARRIAGE TUNE-UP 
(Pentecost) "There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit." (1 
Cor. 12:4) What is one of your be-
loved's strengths? OK, so we all have 
different sacred strengths, BUT do you 
have the "same Spirit"? Unite your-
selves in the spirit of Forgiveness. Is 
there anything you find difficult to for-
give? 

PARENTING TUNE-UP 
The 1st week in June is National Bare-
foot Week. Go barefoot with your child 
this weekend for an hour or a day. Feel 
the grass, dirt, stones, or pavement 
under your feet and delight in it togeth-
er. Remember those who don't have 
shoes. Soles 4 Souls (https://
soles4souls.org/) can help you help 
others. 

  SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY   
      Our parish priest had a flair for the dramatic. He got the idea of having a pi-
geon released from the belfry on Pentecost just at the moment when, on the 
church steps in front of the procession of worshipers, he would say, "Come, Holy 
Spirit!" Pentecost came, and the sacristan put a pigeon in a bag, went upstairs to 
the belfry and waited. When the priest pronounced the words, nothing hap-
pened.  A few seconds later, we heard a voice from the belfry, "It's stifled!" 

      A man’s prayer: “Lord, controlling my tongue is no problem; it’s my face that 
needs deliverance!” 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY COFFEE 
 June 10th, 8 AM – Office Center 

      We’ve heard you! Several women of the parish have ex-
pressed interest in a women’s monthly gathering, so here it is! 
      Beginning on June 10th, and each 2nd Saturday of the month, 
there will be a Women’s Spirituality Coffee held in the Office Cen-
ter at 8 a.m. Please join us as we reflect on the Sunday’s Scrip-
ture, while we enjoy good company, coffee and conversation. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  
WEBER AND GILMAN/SOLOMON FAMILIES 

The parish family celebrated two baptisms on May 21. The Weber 
family, Jennifer, Justin and their daughters Rose and Madeline bap-
tized their youngest, Matthew Michael. The Gilman/Solomon family, 

Brian, Darien, Ryan, Jason, Brooke, Mia, and Devin baptized their youngest, Paige 
Alaya Gilman this weekend also. The parish celebrates with these families. Their 
photos are in the narthex for you to recognize them and congratulate them as they 
live their faith journey of providing a foundation of faith with their children. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
Thanks to the 7 youth that came for service!  On Wednesday, members of High 
School Youth Group helped Anne Germino in the kitchen making sandwiches to be 
delivered to SHIP for Thursday lunch.  Thanks to Michael Cucchiara, Jack Ranallo, 
Hannah Nacamuli, Mia Ranallo, and Lisa Cucchiara for your help.  

NEW AT ST. JOHN’S? 
If you are new at St. John’s, 
see one of our greeters at 
Mass to receive a small in-
formation packet to intro-

duce you to the parish.  Contact 
France Kennedy at 908-307-7879 for 
more info. 

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH?      
If you have ever considered becoming Catholic or know someone who may be in-
terested, there is a process to help you discern whether it is what you want to do.  
RCIA stands for Rite of Christian Initiation.  Every year teams in parishes meet with 
unbaptized persons and those baptized into other faiths to discuss and learn about 
the Catholic faith.  The first stage is called Inquiry and simply put, is a time for you 
to ask any and all questions about God and the church.  This is the period to help 
you find out if you are interested in becoming Catholic.  So please don’t think you 
have to know this is what you want to do.  The Inquiry phase helps in that discern-
ment.  Please contact France Kennedy if you would like to find out more. Phone or 
text: 908-307-7879 or email fkennedy@ccsjn.org. 



 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Joan Cardierre 
Eugene Cifranic 
Marie Colabella 

Jean Crickenberger 
John D’Almeida  

Barbara DelPiano 
Tino DeSantis 
Sophia DeVita 
Brent Evans 
Paul Ferri 

Helen Gallagher 
Sophie Geist 
Liz Harmon 
Jay Heyman 
Fred Holub 
Carol Lacy 

Destiny Lightfoot 
Lou Livoti 

Dick McCall 
Maggie McKeon 
Jan McLeavey 

Christine Meyer 
Fran Miceli 

Danny Mulvey 
Joan Myers 

Mary Lou O’Brien 
Nilsa Perez Parsons 

John Pfeufer 
Ali Redling 

Anne & Joe Sacco 
Diane Siti  

Noah Skinner 
Michael Slivka 
Pam Stewart 

Nicholas Troiano 
Don Velli 

William Weimer 
Josh Wilkes 

Jessica Williams 
Caden and Jill Zane 

Joey Zieba 

Parish News 

MILITARY PERSONNEL 
If you have someone in the military you 
would like us to pray for, call the office 
or drop the name into the collection 
basket. As military personnel leave the 
Service, please notify us so we can 
remove them from the list. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 
Captain Baumann, Katherine, U.S. Army 

HM Bullis, Christopher, U.S. Navy 
Cavallo, Chris, USMC 

C2C, Geerinck, Joshua, U.S. Air Force 
Seaman, Devin Jenkinson, U.S. Air Force 

Spec. Jon Tyler Jablonski, U.S. Army  
Private, Linzer, Matthew, U.S. Army 

Seaman, Linzer, Stephanie, U.S. Navy 
SR O’Leary, Thomas, U.S. Navy 

Lieutenant JG Simila, Nicole, U.S. Navy 
Airman, Justin Vardian, U.S. Air Force 
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OBSERVE PENTECOST EVERYDAY!   
      "It will always be Pentecost in the church," affirmed Oscar Romero, Archbishop 
of El Salvador, on Pentecost Sunday 1978, "provided the Church lets the beauty of 
the Holy Spirit shine forth from her countenance.  When the Church ceases to let 
her strength rest on the Power from above which Christ promised her and which he 
gave her on that day, and when the Church leans rather on the weak forces of the 
power or wealth of this earth, then the Church ceases to be newsworthy.  The 
Church will be fair to see, perennially young, attractive in every age, as long as she 
is faithful to the Spirit that floods her and she reflects that Spirit through her commu-
nities, through her pastors, through her very life" (The Violence of Love, The Plough 
Pub. Co., Farmington, PA: 1998).   
     Archbishop Romero’s declaration reminds us -- as does today’s Gospel -- 
that Pentecost is not just one day, but every day.  Without breath, there is no 
life.  Without the Spirit, the Church is a field of dry, dead bones.  Fulton J. 
Sheen once said about the Church, "Even though we are God's chosen peo-
ple, we often behave more like God's frozen people--frozen in our prayer life, 
frozen in the way we relate with one another, frozen in the way we celebrate 
our faith."  Today is a great day to ask the Holy Spirit to rekindle in us the 
spirit of new life and enthusiasm, the fire of God's love.  Let us repeat Cardi-
nal Newman’s favorite little prayer, “Come Holy Spirit:” 

PENTECOST: GOSPEL BOMBS!  
      Some time ago now, Joseph Bailey wrote a book called the Gospel Blimp. It's 
about the attempt of Christian neighbours reaching out to the community for Christ. 
The family purchased a hot air balloon to broadcast the Gospel to the community 
and dropped "bombs" on the town (These "bombs" were tracts wrapped in col-
oured cellophane). In spite of the trouble and expense of this attempt at witnessing 
to Jesus, it failed miserably. The point the writer was making is that there is no sub-
stitute for loving care and personal witness, even though this is slow, time-
consuming, likely to cause anxiety and even likely to create some hostility. You 
have probably heard these sayings, "I'd rather see a sermon than hear one", and 
"Actions speak louder than words." There is truth in these sayings, but there are 
still those times when words are necessary, and we must speak. The Gospel, by its 
very nature, needs to be shared. It isn’t something we keep to ourselves, but, by 
our words and deeds of love, the Gospel speaks to the lives of people about God's 
love for them and His willingness to reach out and embrace everyone in his time of 
need. When was the last time you talked with someone outside of your circle of 
Christian friends about Jesus? When was it that you last attempted to share your 
Faith with someone or at least invited someone to your Church on a Sunday? Are 
you aware of the Presence of the Holy Spirit   



 

 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 
Office Angels 

Wed., June 7  J. Santoro 
Tues., June 13  A. Sawczuk 
Wed., June 14  L. Caprio 

Store Cards 
June 3 & 4 

  5:30 p.m. E. McCabe   
  8:00 a.m.     C. Bennett 
10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane 

June 10 & 11 
  5:30 p.m. J. Eacovalle   
  8:00 a.m.     G. Battell 
10:30 a.m. D. Hunt 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of  6/4         L. Livoti 
Week of  6/11         M. Cangelosi 

Church Center Cleaning 
June 9 Team C 
June 16 Team D 

Altar Flowers 
June 10        M. Perez 
June 17        L. Mullen 

Counting 
June 5 Malone / Bauernfeind 
June 12 Kucharski / Cangelosi 

Diocesan and Community News 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
May 28, 2017 

68 Donors Weekly ............... $3,600.00 
54 Donors Mission Co-op .... $2,113.00 
17 Donors Ascension ............. $326.00 
  1 Donor Easter .................. $2,000.00  

May 29, 2016  
75 Donors Weekly ............... $3,710.00 
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STORE CARDS 
Thanks to 12 families 
who purchased the gro-

cery and store cards last week. The 
total cards sold totaled $1,975.00. The 
stores gave us $95.75.  

2017 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL - Ambassadors for Christ 
     To date, the Development Office has received pledges totaling $ 32,774.10 and 
payments totaling $ 28,062.85 from 117 parishioners. This represents 86.2% of 
your $38,000.00  goal.  

ATTENTION! HOME SCHOOLING FAMILIES 
The Most Reverend James Checchio, Bishop of Metuchen, will celebrate Mass for 
Home School Students and their Families Wednesday, June 7 at  10:00 a.m. St. 
Magdalen de Pazzi  Church, 105 Mine Street, Flemington, NJ 08822. Light refresh-
ments and fellowship to follow. RSVP by May 31, 2017. Register at diometu-
chen.org/homeschoolmass If you have questions, call Erin (732) 562-2463 or 
email communications@diometuchen.org. 

"DID YOU EVER GET INTO ANY FIGHT?"  
A little girl asked her grandfather, "Did you and grandma ever get into any fights?" 
The grandfather replied: "We don't talk about it very often, but there was a time 
when we were not getting along very well. We seemed to be picking on each a lot 
and finding all kinds of things to argue about and really getting on one another's 
nerves. Well, one day I came in from the garden and I heard a voice upstairs. I 
went to the stairs and heard your grandmother telling God what she could not bring 
herself to tell me." "Well, what did you do?" asked the grand-daughter. "I quietly 
walked up the stairs," he replied, "and knelt down beside her and told God my side 
of the story. And from that day to this, we have never had a problem which we 
couldn't resolve by talking it over with each other and with God." Do you think the 
Holy Spirit was active in that couples' marriage? There can be no doubt. Conflict 
will always remain part of every relationship. The fruits of the Spirit – love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control – 
will always remain critical for happy relationships with others. 

DO YOU KNOW THE “FATIMA SECRETS”? 
      In 1917, as World War I was being fought, Our Lady appeared to three children 
as they shepherded their parents’ sheep near what is now the Fatima grotto. The 
children, Jacinta and Francisco Marto, along with an older cousin, Lúcia de Jesus 
dos Santos, told skeptical elders that they had witnessed six apparitions of the Vir-
gin between May 13, 1917, and Oct. 13, 1917, when Jacinta was 7, Francisco was 
9 and Lúcia was 10. 
      We know what happened thanks to Sister. Lucia, who became a Carmelite nun 
and, at the request of the local bishop, wrote her memoirs of all the three children 
had experienced. She recalled that on her third appearance, July 13, the lady 
clothed in light revealed to them a secret in three parts. First, she let the children 
see a brief vision of hell—“we saw something like an ocean of fire. Immersed in the 
fire were the demons and the souls (of the damned), that were like transparent 
embers, black or bronze, that had human forms.” Next, the second secret, Our 
Lady told them that World War I would soon end but another world war would 
break out if people did not stop offending God and Russia was not converted. 
These first two secrets were made public in 1941, but the third—which speaks of 
the persecution of the church and the assassination of “a bishop dressed in 
white”—was only revealed by the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in 2000 
at the behest of John Paul II, who identified with the bishop being killed and at-
tributed his survival of the assassination attempt on May 13, 1981, to Our Lady of 
Fatima’s intervention. 
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