All: We pray this in the spirit of your Peace, and in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Prelude

“Pastorale”

Welcome and Announcements

Corelli
Rev. Matthew Schultz

Introit
UHymn

Sung Response

Chancel Choir
“Once in Royal David’s City”

#161

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Katie Lindemuth, Hannah Gruhn,
Vernon Lindemuth, Nina Geist
Reader: Today is the third Sunday of Advent, so we light the third candle on
our Advent wreath: the candle of Peace.
Reader: As we gather together to worship God, we remember this prophecy
from Isaiah: “To us a child is born, to us a son is given… And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”
Reader: We also remember that when Jesus Christ was born, angels appeared
to tell this good news to shepherds in the fields. The angels said, “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth, peace.”
Reader: Through these promises of peace, God brought comfort to a troubled
world. With the advent candle, we give thanks to God for this comfort.
Reader: Let us pray: God, as we proclaim your Peace to the world, we
remember the Peace that you give to us in times of trouble. We pray for your
peace in our hearts, peace between people, and peace between nations. We
dedicate ourselves to being your peacemakers.
All: Fill us with your Peace, and give us the courage to spread your
Peace throughout your world.
Reader: Help us to share your Peace, so we may be your light shining in the
dark places of our world.

Verse one of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Time for Reconciliation
Liturgist Bill Hazelton
Leader: As we gather to worship God, we acknowledge that we have all
fallen short of God’s will for us.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We acknowledge that we serve ourselves over others, that we sin
against you and your children in our thoughts, words, and actions.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Leader: In your infinite love, forgive us, and help us to live in ways that
more closely follow you.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pause now for a moment of silent confession.
Leader: In the birth of Jesus, God has given the gift of presence.
All: Lord, we give thanks!
Leader: In Jesus Christ, God has given the gift of love.
All: Christ, we rejoice!
Leader: In Jesus Christ, God has given the gift of grace.
All: Lord, we celebrate!
Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ, all are forgiven!
All: Thanks be to God!
UResponse
Gloria Patri
#805
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen, Amen.

Passing the Peace
Children’s Choir

“The Best Gift”
Matthew 1:18-25
words and music by Mary Rice Hopkins
“Christmas is a Time to Love”
by Ernie and Debbie Rettino

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SUNDAY WORSHIP
December 17, 2017

1 John 4:9-11

Kid’s Time
Choral Anthem
Scripture
Scripture

“Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:39-56

Sermon
UHymn
Moment for Mission

Page 1013
Page 1013
Rev. Matthew Schultz

“Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Christmas Joy Offering

#163
Chottie Angst

Presentation of Tithes and Offering (Gifts can also be offered via our
website)
Offertory

“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Held

Response
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here
below; Praise God above, Ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. Amen
Prayer of Dedication
Pastor Prayer / Lord’s Prayer
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever, Amen.
UHymn

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

#152

Benediction
Postlude

“Noel”

D’Aquin
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