FOLLOWING JESUS THROUGH HIS FINAL WEEK

These readings will guide you through the final week of Jesus’ life beginning with the Saturday
before His triumphant entry into Jerusalem. You may want to read and study it all or just
choose certain events to meditate on. We pray that this will enrich your week as you
remember all that Jesus did for you and celebrate His resurrection!

We have attempted to bring you a harmony of the gospels that record the same event. You will
notice that each gospel writer adds a little something to the whole picture. Also note which
events are only recorded by certain gospel writers (this is significant). The event and the
readings are noted with space for you to record your thoughts regarding that event and how it
contributed to the overall picture and work of Jesus on our behalf. Record what God is saying
to you individually through each of these readings.

SATURDAY
JESUS’ ARRIVAL IN BETHANY
Read: John 11:55-12:1

SUNDAY
JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
Read Matthew 21:1-11, 14-17 (also see Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:29-44, John 12:12-19)

MONDAY

THE CURSING OF THE FIG TREE
Read Mark 11:12-14 (also see Matthew 21:18-19a)
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SECOND CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE (Remember that He also did this at the beginning of His
ministry)
Read Mark 11:15-19 (also see Matthew 21:12-13, Luke 19:45-46)

Compare this with John 2:13-22. What is similar? What is different?

JESUS’ DISCOURSE WITH THE GREEK VISITORS
Read: John 12:20-50

Notice what questions were asked that led to Jesus’ teaching.

TUESDAY - This is often called “long Tuesday” because the gospels give more details of Jesus’
teaching on this one day—in the Temple and on the Mount of Olives—than any other day.

WITHERED FIG TREE
Read: Mark 11:20-26 (also see Matthew 21:19-22)
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QUESTIONING JESUS’ AUTHORITY
Read Matthew 21:23-27 (also see Mark 11:27-33 and Luke 20:1-8)

THREE PARABLES FOR THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN THE FORM OF A WARNING
Read Matthew 21:28-22:14 (also see Mark 12:1-12, Luke 20:9-19)
List each of the parables and note what the lesson is that Jesus is trying to teach.

JESUS’ QUESTIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS
Read Matthew 22:41-46 (also see Mark 12:35-37, Luke 20:41-44)
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A WARNING TO THE DISCIPLES
Read Matthew 23:1-12 (also see Mark 12:38-40, Luke 20:45-47)

THE EIGHT WOES TO THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES
Read each passage and note what the “woe” is.

1. Matthew 23:13

2. Matthew 23:14

3. Matthew 23:15

4. Matthew 23:16-22

5. Matthew 23:23-24

6. Matthew 23:25-26

7. Matthew 23:27-28

8. Matthew 23:29-36
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What is the overall message of Jesus’ teaching?

THE WIDOW'’S MITE
Read Mark 12:41-44 (also see Luke 21:1-4)

THE DISCOURSE ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

Read Matthew 24 & 25 (also see Mark 13:1-37, Luke 21:5-36)

Although this teaching predicts much about end times, note what you are learning about the
Kingdom of Heaven in this discourse.

WEDNESDAY

The scriptures are quiet about what happened on Wednesday. Instead of focusing on Jesus’
teaching today, we want to focus on a few significant events which may have occurred on
Tuesday.
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JESUS PREDICTS HIS CRUCIFIXION
Read Matthew 26:1-5 (also see Mark 14:1-2, Luke 22:1-2)
What is significant about this passage?

MARY ANOINTS JESUS FOR HIS BURIAL
Read Mark 14:3-9 AND John 12:2-8 (also see Matthew 26:6-13)

JUDAS PLANS HIS BETRAYAL
Read Matthew 26:14-16 AND Luke 22:3-6 (also see Mark 14:10-11)

Also read Exodus 21:28-32 & Zechariah 11:12-13. What is the significance for Jesus being sold
for exactly 30 pieces of silver?

THURSDAY

PREPARING FOR THE PASSOVER
Read Luke 22:7-13 (also see Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16)
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CELEBRATING THE PASSOVER
Read Luke 22:14-16, 24-30 (also see Matthew 26:20, Mark 14:17)

WASHING THE DISCIPLES’ FEET
Read John 13:1-20 (Notice that this is not recorded in any other gospel)

BETRAYAL REVEALED
Read Matthew 26:21-25 AND John 13:21-30 (also see Mark 14:18-21, Luke 22:21-23)

ESTABLISHING THE LORD’S SUPPER
Read Matthew 26:26-29 (also see Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:17-20, John 13:31-35)

THE FOUR QUESTIONS — Read John 13:36-14:31
Note who asks the question and put their question and Jesus’ answer into your own words:

1. John 13:36
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2. John 14:5

3. John 14:8

4. John 14:22

JESUS’ TEACHING ON FRUIT BEARING
Read John 15:1-17
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REVEALING THE FUTURE
Read John 16:1-33

JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER
Read John 17:1-16. What is Jesus saying about:

THE FATHER:

HIS DISCIPLES

HIS WORD

JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL
Read Matthew 26:31-35 (also see Mark 14:26-31, Luke 22:31-38)
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GETHSEMANE
Read Mark 14:32-42 (also see Matthew 26:36-46, Luke 22:39-46, John 18:1)

THE BETRAYAL
Read Luke 22:47-54a AND John 18:2-12 (also see Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-52)

FRIDAY - BEFORE SUNRISE

THE JEWISH TRIALS

Read Mark 14:53, 55-65 & 15:1a AND Luke 22:54b, 63:71 AND John 18:13-14, 19-24 (also see
Matthew 26:57, 59-68, 27:1) YOU NEED ALL OF THESE GOSPELS TO GET THE COMPLETE
PICTURE! (I would encourage you to read these entire passages when you have time.)

NOTE SEVERAL THINGS AS YOU READ:

® Where the trial is held
e What are the accusations
® How does is Jesus treated and how does He respond

JOHN 18:13-14, 19-23

MARK 14:53, 55-65 AND JOHN 18:24
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LUKE 22:66-71

PETER’S DENIAL
Read Matthew 26:58, 69-75 AND John 18:15-18, 25-27 (also see Mark 14:54, 66-72, Luke

22:54¢-62)

JUDAS’ SUICIDE
Read Matthew 27:3-10 (also see Acts 1:18-19)

Compare the failures of Peter and Judas. What are the differences and similarities:

FRIDAY MORNING
THE ROMAN TRIALS
The gospel writers give different aspects of the Roman trials. Read the following passages and

note:

e Where the trial is held
e What are the accusations
® How does is Jesus treated and how does He respond
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READ MARK 15:1B-5, LUKE 23:1-5, JOHN 18:28-38 (also see Matthew 27:2, 11-14)

READ LUKE 23:6-12

READ MATTHEW 27:15-31A, LUKE 23:13-25, JOHN 18:39-19:16A (also see Mark 15:6-20a)

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
THE CRUCIFIXION
Read the following and note what Jesus went through and how others were involved.

1. Luke 23:26-33

2. John 19:18-24
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3. Matthew 27:36-44 AND Luke 23:35-43

4. John 19:25-27

5. Matthew 27:45-46 AND John 19:28-37

SEVEN STATEMENTS FROM THE CROSS
Read the following statements and note what the implication is to your own life:

1. Luke 23:34

2. Luke 23:43

3. John 19:26-27

4. Mathew 27:46

5. John 19:28
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6. John 19:30

7. Matthew 27:51-56

THE SIGNS ACCOMPANING JESUS’ DEATH
Read Matthew 27:51-56

LATE FRIDAY AFTERNOON
THE BURIAL
Read Matthew 27:57-65 AND John 19:38-42 (also see Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-56)

SATURDAY WAS SILENT! Reflect on the feelings of defeat and discouragement the disciples
faced. What other emotions might they have been experiencing.

EARLY MORNING SUNDAY

FIRST RESURRECTION APPEARANCE

We must combine all the gospels to understand the sequence of event which took place on
resurrection morning! Read each passage and note who was involved and what happened.
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Read Matthew 28:5-8 AND Mark 16:2-8 AND Luke 24:1-8 AND John 20:1

Read Luke 24:9-12 AND John 20:2-10

Read Mark 16:9-11 AND John 20:11-18 (THIS IS THE FIRST APPEARANCE)

Read Matthew 28:9-10 (THIS IS THE SECOND APPEARANCE)

ALSO READ: 1 Corinthians 15:14.
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON
APPEARANCE ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
Read Luke 24:13-33a (also see Mark 16:12)

SUNDAY EVENING
APPEARING TO PETER AND THE APOSTLES
Read Mark 16:13-14 AND Luke 24:33b-43 AND John 20:19-25
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