
Orchestral Literature for French Horn 
  The following is a list of orchestral works for study on the Horn.  They are listed alphabetically by composer’s last name and 
include the title and the most asked-for Horn parts (1, 2, 3, etc).  Works considered to be the most significant as literature for the horn are listed in 
bold.  Pieces most often requested on major orchestra audition lists are marked with a * and those on over half of audition lists are marked with 
**.  Hornists should familiarize themselves with these pieces and acquire the written parts as well as quality recordings.   A good way to begin is 
to first master the double-starred (**) works, then proceed to those with a single star (*) and so on.   Another way that can be effective to 
organize one’s practice is to base your repertoire on lists from current professional auditions, even if the individual is not yet at the point of 
taking such auditions 

 This list was compiled using information and survey data from "Auditioning for a Horn Position in the United States" by 
Brian Thomas & Seth Orgel, published in The Horn Call Volume XIII No. 2 and "A New ICSOM Audition List Survey." by Dr. John Ericson, 
published in The Horn Call 33, no. 1 (October, 2002), 53-55 and from the International Conference of Symphony and Opera Musicians as well as 
by cross-referencing lists from various excerpt books. 
 
Adams The Chairman Dances (1, 4) 
 
Bach, Johann Sebastian Brandenburg Concerto no. 1 (1, 2) 
 Mass in B Minor (1) 
 
Bartók Concerto for Orchestra 
 
Beethoven, Ludwig van Concerto for Piano no. 5 “emperor” (1, 2) 
 Concerto for Violin (1) 
                        * “Fidelio” - overture (2) 
                     - Aria “abscheulicher wo eilst du hin” (1) 
 Symphony no. 1 
 Symphony no. 2 (1) 
 **Symphony no. 3  “eroica” (1, 2) 
 Symphony no. 4 
 Symphony no. 5 
 *Symphony no. 6  “pastoral” (1) 
 **Symphony no. 7 (1, 2) 
 *Symphony no. 8 (1, 2) 
 **Symphony no. 9  “choral” (1, 4) 
 
Bellini  “I Capuleti ed I Montechi,” Act I (“oh, quante volte…”) 
 
Berg, Alban “Wozzeck” 
 
Berlioz, Hector *Romeo and Juliet,  “Queen Mab Scherzo” (3) 
 Symphonie Fantastique, Op. 14 
 Damnation of Faust, Op. 24 
 Roman Carnival overture (4) 
 
Bernstein, Leonard On the Waterfront Suite 
 
Bizet, G. “Carmen,” Act III (Michael’s aria) 
 
Borodin, Alexander Polovetsian Dances 
 
Brahms, Johannes Academic Festival overture (3, 4) 
 *Concerto for Piano no.1 (1, 3) 
 *Concerto for Piano no.2 (1, 3) 
 Serenade no. 1 (1) 
 Serenade no. 2 (1) 
 **Symphony no. 1 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 *Symphony no. 2 (1) 
 *Symphony no. 3 (1) 
 *Symphony no. 4 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 Tragic overture (4) 
 *Variations on a Theme of Haydn (2) 
 



Bruckner, Anton *Symphony no. 4  “romantic” (1) 
 Symphony no. 7 (1) 
 Symphony no. 9 (1) 
 
Debussy, Claude La Mer (1, (2)) 
 Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun (1, (2)) 
 
Donizetti “Lucia di Lammermoor,”  Act II & III 
 
Dukas The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
 
Dvorák, Antonin Concerto for Cello (1) 
 “Carneval” overture 
 Symphony no. 7 (d minor, op.70) (1) 
 Symphony no. 8 
 Symphony no. 9, op.95  “From the New World” (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 
Enesco Romanian Rhapsodie 
 
de Falla, Manuel El Sombrero de Tres Picos (the three-cornered hat) (1) 
 
Franck, Cesar Symphony in D minor (1, (2)) 
 
Gershwin Piano Concerto in F 
 
Ginastera Variaciones Concertantes 
 
Gounod, Ch. “Faust” introduction 
 
Handel, G. Oratorio “Judas Maccabaeus” 
 “Guilio Cesare”  - Act I (“va, tacito…”) 
                            - Act III (“sinfonia…”) 
 
Hanson, Howard Symphony no. 1 in E minor  “nordic” 
 
Haydn, Franz Joseph Symphony in G  “Oxford” 
 Summer from “the Seasons” 
 *Symphony no. 31 “mit dem Honrsignal”  (1, 2, 3) 
 Symphony no. 45 (1) 
 Symphony no. 48 
 
Hindemith, Paul Mathis der Maler (1) 
 Symphonic Metamorphosis (1) 
 Concert Music for Strings and Brass 
 
Holst, Gustav The Planets (1, (2)) 
 
Humperdink, E. “Hänsel und Gretel” Prelude 
 
Kodály “Háry Jónes” suite 
 
Liszt, Franz Les Preludes (4) 
 
Mahler, Gustav *Symphony no. 1 (1, 2, 4) 
 Symphony no. 2 
 Symphony no. 3 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 Symphony no. 4 (1) 
 *Symphony no. 5 (corno obligato) 
 Symphony no. 6 
 Symphony no. 7 (1) 
 Symphony no. 9 (1, 2) 



 
Mendelssohn, Felix *A Midsummer Night’s Dream- nocturne (1, 2)  
 *Symphony no. 3 “scottish” (3, 4) 
 Symphony no. 4  “italian” 
 
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus Symphony no. 25 (2) 
 Symphony no. 29, k.201 (1, 2) 
 Symphony no. 40 in G minor, k.550 (1, 2) 
 Symphony no. 39 
 Symphony no. 41 
 Piano Concerto No. 27 
 Violin Concerto No. 5 
 Sinfonia Concertante (wind ensemble) 
 “Cosi Fan Tutte”  Act II, aria no. 25 (“per pieta…”) 
 “Le Nozze di Figaro”  Act I & IV 
 
Mussorgsky/Ravel Pictures at an Exhibition (1) 
 
Prokofiev, Sergei Romeo and Juliet Suite no. 1  
 Romeo and Juliet Suite no. 2  (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 Romeo and Juliet Suite no. 3  
 Lieutenant Kije 
 Symphony no. 5 
 Symphony no. 6 
 
Puccini “Tosca”  Act III, introduction 
 
Rachmaninov, Sergei Concerto for Piano no. 2 (1) 
 Symphonic Dances 
 Symphony No. 2 
 
Ravel, Maurice Bolero 
 Rhapsodie Espagñol 
 *Concerto pour piano et orchestre in G (1) 
 Pavan for a Dead Princess  (1) 
 Daphnis and Chloé (1, 2, 4) 
 Albaroda del Grazioso 
 
Respighi Pines of Rome 
 Roman Festivals 
 
Rimsky-Korsakoff Scheherazade (1) 
 Capriccio Espagnole 
 
Rossini, Gioacchino “William Tell” overture 
 “The Barber of Seville” overture (1) 
 “Turk in Italy”  overture 
 “La Gazza Ladra” overture 
 “Semiramide” overture (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 
Saint-Saens, Camille Symphony no. 3 (3) 
 Danse Macabre 
 
Schoenberg, Arnold Chamber Symphony no. 1, op. 9 (1, 2) 
 
Schubert, Franz Symphony no. 9 (“Great”  C major) (1, 2) 
 Symphony no. 10 in C 
 
Schumann, Robert Symphony no. 1 
 Symphony no. 3 “Rhenish” (1, 3) 
 “Genoveva” overture 



 
 
Shostakovich, Dmitri Concerto for Cello no. 1 
 Symphony no. 1 
 **Symphony no. 5 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 
Strauss, Richard An Alpine Symphony (1) 
 Also Sprach Zarathustra (1) 
 **Don Juan (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 *Don Quixote (2, 4) 
 Symphonia Domestica (1, 4) 
 **Till Eulenspiegels Lustige Streiche (1, 3) 
 **Ein Heldenleben (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 Tod und Verklärung (death and transfiguration) (1) 
 “Salomé” (4) 
 Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme (1, 2) 
 “Der Rosenkavalier” 
 
 
Stravinsky, Igor L’Oiseau de Feu (the Firebird) Suite, 1919 version (1) 
 Le Sacre du Printemps (Rite of Spring),1913 version (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 Fairy's Kiss (1) 
 Fireworks 
 Dumbarton Oaks 
 Suite from “Pulcinella” 
 Jeux de Cartes 
 
Tchaikovsky, Peter Ilyich 1812 Overture 
 Capriccio Italien (1, 2) 
 Francesca da Rimini 
 Symphony no. 2 (little Russian) (1) 
 Symphony no. 3 
 **Symphony no. 4 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 *Symphony no. 5 (1) 
 Symphony no. 6 (4) 
 
Thomas, A. “Mignon” overture 
 
Verdi “Don Carlo”  Act I & II 
 “Simon Boccanegra”  Act III (“eviva il doge…”) 
 
Wagner, Richard **“Götterdämmerung” - Rhine Journey (short call) (1) 
 “Lohengrin” – prelude to Act 1  
                        - prelude to Act 2 (2) 
                        - prelude to Act 3 (1, 2, 3, 4) 
 *“Das Rheingold”, introduction (prelude) (2, 4, 8) 
 “Siegfried”  - act 2 scene 2 (long call) (1) 
                      - Idyll (1) 
 “Die Walküre”,  Ride of the Valkyries (1, 2, 8) 
 Overture to “The Flying Dutchman” 
 “Die Meistersinger” - Overture (1, 2, 3, 4) 
                                   - Prelude to Act 3 
 "Parsifal" (2, 4) 
 “Tristan und Isolde” – prelude and love death 
 
 
Weber, Carl Maria von *“Der Freischütz”  - Overture (1, 2, 3, 4) 
                                   - Hunting Chorus 
 “Oberon”, Overture (1) 
 “Preciosa”, Overture 


