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By Gregory Dullum
A grand, epic movie opened in theaters
last month: Exodus: Gods and Kings.
It’s the story of how God rescued Israel
from Egyptian bondage. I have not seen
this movie, so I can’t recommend it. The
previews looked interesting but I have
read some negative reviews.

10 Commandment Movies
This isn’t the first Hollywood film to
depict that great event! We all remem-
ber the three-hour-and-40-minute 1956
Academy-Award-winning classic by
Cecil B. DeMille starring Charlton Hes-
ton as Moses. It’s still shown on net-
work TV every year at Passover time.

There have been other film versions
as well. I recently discovered a 2005
Hallmark version on blu-ray that is dis-
tributed by Echo Bridge Home Enter-
tainment. This Ten Commandments is
just four minutes shy of three hours.
Although I recognized only one actor
(Omar Sharif), the acting and special
effects were well done. It spent less
time on Moses’ early life and more
time on the 10 plagues than Cecil B.
DeMille’s version. I highly recommend
it. The one drawback (for me) is that
Moses’ hair grew longer throughout the
movie, and by the end he resembles the
world’s depiction of Jesus Christ. 

There are several animated versions of
The Ten Commandments. Promenade
Pictures produced The Ten Command-
ments in 2007 that stars the voices of
Ben Kingsley, Christian Slater, Alfred
Milona and Elliott Gould. And there is
the one-hour-and-14-minute 1998 Acad-
emy Award-winning DreamWorks mu-
sical, The Prince of Egypt.

What some may not know is that
Cecil B. DeMille’s 1956 widescreen

Who Gave the 10
Commandments?
Were the 10 commandments given by Moses? 
Or was there another source? Who was that source? 

Here are five 
versions of the 
movie, The Ten 
Commandments. 
Both  Cecil  B.  De 
Mille  versions  are 
included in the 50th 
anniversary DVD box.
photo by Greg Dullum

full-color film was a remake of an earlier
film of his that had the same title. In
1923, DeMille created a black-and-white
silent version. It, too, tells the story of Is-
rael’s exodus from Egypt and the giving
of the 10 commandments on Mount
Sinai. But then it segues to a wonderful,
moral story about two brothers: one who
keeps the commandments and one who
doesn’t because he believes the law is
done away. Although this is a silent
black-and-white film, it carries a modern
message that’s relevant today!

Rejecting the 10 Commandments
How many people today obey the 10
commandments? You would think Bible-
believing Christians would make a great
effort to keep the commandments, but
many are taught that the 10 command-
ments were “nailed to the cross,” and that
they were part of an Old Covenant God
made with Israel and are not binding on
New Covenant Christians. They even
quote scripture to support their view.

John 1:17 tells us, “For the law was
given through Moses, but grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ.” 

According to these people, the law was
in effect until John the Baptist, who
paved the way for Christ’s ministry. “The 

kingdom of God has been preached,
and everyone is pressing into it” (Luke
16:16).

Jesus Christ put an end to law-keep-
ing, they believe. “For Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to every-
one who believes”  (Rom. 10:4).

The law was a mean old schoolmas-
ter that was necessary to keep people
in line until Christ came, these people
contend. But since Christ came, the
law is no longer needed because we
live by faith. “What purpose then does
the law serve? It was added because of
transgressions, till the Seed [Christ]
should come…. Therefore the law was
our tutor [King James Version has
“schoolmaster”] to bring us to Christ,
that we might be justified by faith. But
after faith has come, we are no longer
under a tutor” (Gal. 3:19, 24-25).

And of course, their favorite scrip-
ture seems to say that the command-
ments were wiped out by being nailed
to the cross: “having wiped out the
handwriting of requirements that was
against us, which was contrary to us.
And He has taken it out of the way,

law and the 
prophets were until 
John. Since that time the
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A Fresh Start
Let’s examine the 10 commandments
from a fresh start. Forgetting false teach-
ings we may have heard in the past, let’s
learn the truth about God’s 10 command-
ments. Who gave them? When and
where? To whom? Why? 

Once the truth is firmly ingrained in our
minds, we can go back to these scriptures
that seem to say God’s law is done away
and understand what is really being said.

One Lawgiver
Who gave the law? Was it Moses, or was
there someone else?

The apostle James tells us there is but
one ultimate Lawgiver: “There is one
Lawgiver, who is able to save and to de-
stroy” (James 4:12). Who is that one
Lawgiver? The prophet Isaiah tells us,
“For the LORD is our Judge, the LORD is
our Lawgiver, the LORD is our King: He
will save us” (Isa. 33:22).

The LORD gave the law! It is NOT

MOSES’ law but GOD’S LAW! God is the
author of the 10 commandments!

God introduced Himself as He began to
speak the 10 commandments: “And God
spoke all these words, saying: I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage” (Ex. 20:1).

Who Is God?
Who is this “God” who spoke all these
words? He is defined in the Bible as a
God family consisting of “God” (the Fa-
ther) and “the Word” (who became Jesus
Christ). Although two separate beings,
they are ONE in thought and purpose
(John 1:1-3, 14, 10:30, 14:6-11). 

Who Is the LORD?
God began by saying of Himself, “I am
the LORD.” Who is this “LORD” with a
capital “L” and in small capitals, “ORD”?
Moses wondered the same thing.

“Then Moses said to God, ‘Indeed, when
I am come to the children of Israel and say
to them, “The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,” and they say to me, “What is
His name?” what shall I say to them?’ And
God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’
And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the
children of Israel, “I AM has sent me to
you” ’ ” (Ex. 3:13-14). (The King James
Version says, “I AM THAT I AM.”)

In English, this name may seem like
nonsense or circular reasoning when we
first read it. But after giving this name
some thought, we will realize that only
the TRUE God can say, “I AM.” No other
god, from Adonis to Zeus, can speak

having nailed it to the cross” (Col. 2:14).
The law, they say, was part of the old

covenant and was faulty because people
could not keep it perfectly. They kept
breaking it, and bringing the death penalty
upon themselves. So a new covenant was
made with Christians, in which Christ kept
the law for us, so we don’t have to (Heb.
8:7-9, 11-13). Christ’s righteousness is im-
puted to us (Rom. 4:22-25, 5:17-18).

Commandments to Be Kept
This problem with this MISUNDERSTAND-
ING of scripture is that it directly contra-
dicts other scriptures.

Jesus Christ tells us, “Do not think that I
came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I
did not come to destroy but to fulfill [i.e.,
make full]. For assuredly I say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will by no means pass from the law
till all is fulfilled” (Mat. 5:17-18). The last
time I checked, heaven and earth still exist,
so the law is still in force! Christ also said
specifically of the 10 commandments, “But
if you want to enter into [eternal] life, keep
the commandments” (Mat. 19:17).

Near the end of the first century, after
all the other apostles were dead and gone,
the apostle John wrote of a need to keep
the commandments: “For this is the love
of God that we keep His commandments.
And His commandments are not burden-
some” (1 John 5:2). He also defined sin
as “the transgression of the law” (1 John
3:4, KJV).

Those who oppose keeping the 10 com-
mandments love to quote the Apostle
Paul, for he writes about law and grace.
Yet they ignore Paul’s very plain state-
ments about obeying the law: “What shall
we say then? Shall we continue in sin
[breaking God’s laws] that grace may
abound? Certainly not! How shall we
who died to sin live any longer in it?…
What then? Shall we sin because we are
not under the law but under grace? Cer-
tainly not! Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you
obey, whether of sin to death, or of obe-
dience to righteousness?” (Rom. 6:1-2,
15-16).

Yes, Paul taught that obedience to the
law leads to RIGHTEOUSNESS! And he did
not say the law was evil or done away!
On the contrary, Paul wrote, “Therefore
the law is holy, and the commandment
holy and just and good” (Rom. 7:12).

Scripture does not contradict itself. If it
did, it would be broken—and Scripture
cannot be broken (John 10:35). 

those words, for NO OTHER GOD EXISTS

(Isa. 45:5-6, Jer. 10:14, Hab. 2:19)!
There is even a deeper meaning to God’s

name in the original Hebrew language. The
Hebrew words for I AM WHO I AM are:
EHYEH ASHER EHYEH.

Let’s tackle the middle word first. In our
New King James Version it is translated
“who.” The Hebrew word is asher and is
found in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
as word No. 834. It can mean “who,”
“which,” “what,” “that,” “when,” “where,”
“how,” “because,” and “in order that.”

Keeping the rest of the sentence in pres-
ence tense, this name of God takes on
new meaning: I am WHO I am. I am WHAT

I am. I am THAT I am. I am WHEN I am. I
am WHERE I am. I am BECAUSE I am.

The word EHYEH, found on each side
of asher, is an imperfect form of the verb
hayah and means “to be.” (Imperfect
does not reflect on God, who is perfect. It
is a form of the language which is incom-
plete.) Because the verb is in its imper-
fect form, it can have many meanings. It
can be translated many ways. It can be
past, present or future. Notice how the
meaning changes when we change the
tense of the verb. All of these statements
are true about God: I am who I AM. I am
who I WILL BE. I am who I WAS. I WAS

who I am. I WAS who I SHALL BE.
From this we see God’s ETERNAL exis-

tence (Deut. 33:27), and we see that He
never changes (Mal. 3:6)! 

The word Ehyeh has the letters Y and
H. This word is the foundation for the
Hebrew name of God, YHWH, translated
as Yahweh, Jehova, or in the King James
and New King James, “LORD” (with small
capital letters.) We might think the name
“I AM” is only used in Exodus 3 and a
few other places in the Bible. But actual-
ly, every time we read the word “LORD”
we are reading a form of the name “I
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2. The phrase helps explain what
YHWH means.

3. The phrase is deliberately circular
and non-committed.

A footnote on Ex. 3:14 from the Jeru-
salem Bible (1966) says: “It may be that
Yahweh is used here to imply the impossi-
bility of giving an adequate definition of
God. In semitic thought, knowledge of a
name gave power over the thing named; to
know a god’s name was to be able to call
on him and be certain of a hearing. The
true God does not make himself man’s
slave in this way by revealing a name ex-
pressive of his essence; this refusal to re-
veal is contained in the formula Ehyeh
asher ehyeh (‘I am who I am,’ ‘I am what I
am’) which, in the third person, becomes
Yahweh, ‘He is.’ Understood in this fash-
ion the name does not define God….” 

4. Points 2 and 3 combined tell us this is
a veiled revelation of God. What is a veiled
revelation? A veil hides things; a revelation
uncovers them. How can we have a veiled
revelation? Imagine a friend is marrying a
lady we have never seen. We go to the
wedding. The first time we see her is when
she walks down the aisle. She is wearing a
veil. She has now been revealed to us—we
see what she looks like, but not completely.
This phrase—Ehyeh asher ehyeh— reveals
God to us, but not completely.

5. “I am who I am” is an EMPHATIC way
of saying something. Ex. 20:2-3 say “I
am the “I am who I am” who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. You shall have no other gods
before me.” God EMPHASIZES who He is
by saying, “I am who I am”—the Eternal!

6. By using this name, God says, “I am
He who really exists. I exist because I
exist. You exist because I exist.”

This God was there for Moses and the
people. This redeeming presence was
their HOPE. God was not vague. He was a
personal REDEEMING Presence.

4 Things God’s Name Reveals
God does NOT say, I am like this or like
that. He is TOTALLY DIFFERENT from any-
thing we know. He tells us, “I AM I.”

When we understand Ehyeh asher ehyeh,
we know these four things about God:

1. God is personal. He is not some far
away, spiritual mist. He has personality
and emotions and character.

2. God is not an Idea but an I. Some
philosophers have claimed that men made
up gods to suit their needs. This is true for
the pagan religions and for most professing
Christian denominations in this world. But
it is NOT true of the true God. He is NOT an
idea man made up. “I am that I am,” He
says. He is not an idea but an I.

3. God is UNIQUE. There is NOTHING in

AM.” Literally, LORD means “He is.”
If we look up “LORD” in Strong’s Con-

cordance, we will find YHWH is word
No. 3068. It means “(the) self-existent or
eternal.” This is why it’s proper to substi-
tute “Eternal” for the word LORD when
reading the Bible. It gives a truer mean-
ing of the original Hebrew word. “Lord”
has a different meaning in English. When
we hear the word “lord,” in English, we
think “boss” or “master.” 

An Active God
Strong’s Concordance says that YHWH
(word No. 3068) comes from word No.
1961, which is hayah. This is the verb “to
be.” But there is no verb “to be” in Hebrew
like our verb “to be” in English.

Do you know what a copula is? The
Random House College Dictionary de-
fines it as “something that connects or
links together… a word or set of words as
the English verbs be and seem, that acts
as a connecting link between subject and
predicate” (1973, p. 297). 

For example, in the sentence, “I am Gre-
gory Dullum,” there is a subject: “I”; a
verb: “am”; and a predicate: “Gregory Dul-
lum.” Verbs are usually action words.
What action is taking place in the sentence,
“I am Gregory Dullum?” There is NO AC-
TION. In English, the verb “to be” does NOT

describe an action but is a mere COPULA.
In Hebrew, the verb “to be” is NOT a

copula. The verb “to be” in Hebrew is an
action taking place. Strong’s Concor-
dance defines hayah “to be” (word No.
1961) this way: “to exist, i.e. be or be-
come, come to pass. Always emphatic,
and not a mere copula or auxiliary.” 

The New Unger’s Bible Handbook on
Ex. 3:14 comments: “The revelation of
the name Jehova (Yahweh). ‘I am who I
am,’ the One who is, who was, who is to
come (Rev. 1:4), the eternal, unchanging,
living One, the name of our Lord who
has redeemed us. ‘Before Abraham was
born, I am’ (John 8:58). The divine name
Yahweh most likely comes from the Heb.
verb haya (to be). Most interpreters view
it as an active verb, i.e., ‘I am’ or ‘the
self-existing one.’ Some prefer to consid-
er it to be causative, i.e., ‘I cause to be’ ”
(1984, p. 72).

In his 1974 book, The People of An-
cient Israel, J. Kenneth Kuntz discusses
Ex. 3:14 on page 95: “More than any-
thing else, this name of Israel’s God de-
notes active, dynamic being.”

Six Statements About ‘I AM’
There are six brief points we can state
about the name “I AM WHO I AM.”

1. This strange phrase is connected with
YHWH (Yahweh) or LORD.

creation that compares to God. 
4. God is faithful. Notice these additional

comments about Ehyeh asher ehyeh in the
footnotes of Ex. 3:14 in the Jerusalem
Bible: “…For Israel it will always call to
mind God’s great deliverance of his chosen
people and the divine generosity, fidelity,
and power that prompted it.” 

When we read the introduction to the
10 commandments in Ex. 20:2, we
SHOULD NOT SKIM OVER who is speaking
these words. Repetition is used for em-
phasis. God said in Ex. 20:2, “I AM the I
AM WHO I AM, your God.”

What did this personal, active, power-
ful, faithful, caring God do for Israel? He
reminds them, “who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.” 

Jesus Gave the Commandments
Who actually rescued Israel and gave the
10 commandments to Moses and to Is-
rael? Was it the being we know as the Fa-
ther or the one who became Jesus Christ?

Jesus existed before his physical birth
as a member of the God family (John 1:1-
5, 14). It was Jesus who communicated
with Moses and led Israel through the
Red Sea (1 Cor. 10:1-4). Jesus said He
was “I AM” in John 18:5-6, and those
around him fell back, because they real-
ized He claimed to be a deity. (The “he”
that follows “I am” is in italics, indicating
it was not in the original Greek and was
added by translators.)

Jesus boldly stated, “before Abraham
was, I AM” (John 8:58).

The idea that a mean old Father God
gave 10 demanding, restrictive and impos-
sible-to-keep commandments to ancient Is-
rael, and a young, hip Jesus did away with
his Father’s commandments just doesn’t
hold water. Jesus gave the commandments.
Why would He, who changes not, do away
with his own commandments?

KKnnooww  YYoouurr  BBiibbllee
By Charles Nenninger

1. Which is the first feast on God’s
calendar?

2. How many of God’s Feasts are
there in a year?

3. Which day in the first month is
the Lord’s Passover?

4. How many days after the Sabbath
during Unleavened Bread is Pen-
tecost?

5. What is another name for Pente-
cost?

(Answers on page 5)
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By Gregory Dullum
Part 2

Amidst fire, smoke and earthquakes on
Mount Sinai, the LORD spoke the 10 com-
mandments to Israel (Ex. 19:16-20:1-17).
They weren’t called “the 10 command-
ments” at that time; they were given this
title later (Ex. 34:28, Deut. 4:13, 10:4).

The 10 commandments were CODIFIED at
Sinai; that is, all were included in a set and
arranged in a specific order.

Were they KNOWN before this? Did
these commandments EXIST before God
spoke them on Mount Sinai? If they exist-
ed before Mount Sinai, then we can know
the 10 commandments are GREATER than
the old covenant between God and an-
cient Israel. If they existed before Sinai,
God’s law is binding upon ALL mankind,
and not just upon the ancient Israelites.

Commandments Were Kept
The Bible says people KEPT and TAUGHT

the commandments long before Moses.
About a thousand years after creation,

humans had so corrupted themselves with
evil that God decided to destroy them with
a flood. There was one lone exception.
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of
God.… Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God” (Gen.
6:8-9). To walk with God meant Noah lived
according to God’s laws.

Noah not only kept the commandments
himself, but he taught others to do so. The
apostle Peter tells us, “and [God] did not
spare the ancient world, but saved Noah,
one of eight people, a preacher of right-
eousness, bringing in the flood on the
world of the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:5). Noah
was a “preacher of RIGHTEOUSNESS.” What
is righteousness? The Bible tells us, “For
all your commandments are righteousness”
(Ps. 119:172). Noah obeyed the command-
ments himself and he preached to others
that they should obey them as well.

Using the Bible’s definition of right-
eousness, we know that a righteous person
is one who obeys the 10 commandments.
Thus we can conclude Adam’s son, Abel,
kept the 10 commandments, for Abel is
called “righteous” in Heb. 11:4.

Another man who kept God’s com-
mandments prior to Moses was Abraham.
God said, “Abraham obeyed My voice
and kept My charge, My commandments,
My statutes, and My laws” (Gen. 26:5).
How could Abraham keep God’s COM-
MANDMENTS if he didn’t know them?

Have No Other Gods
The first commandment is, “You shall have
no other gods before Me” (Ex. 20:3).

We find a similar commandment given
by Jacob as he prepared to make an altar
to God: “And Jacob said to his household
and to all who were with him, ‘Put away
the foreign gods that are among you, pu-
rify yourselves, and change your gar-
ments’ ” (Gen. 35:2). In other words,
Jacob gave the command that there were
to be no other gods before the true God.

Make No Graven Image
The second commandment is against idol-
atry: “You shall not make yourself any
carved image… You shall not bow down
to them nor serve them” (Ex. 20:4-5).

Prior to Exodus 20 there is one incident
where Rachel steals her father’s house-
hold idols and hides them in her tent.
Laban never found them—but if he had,
it would have cost Rachel her life (Gen.
31:19-35). The penalty for Rachel’s idol-
atry could have been DEATH!

Taking God’s Name in Vain
The third commandment is “You shall
not take the name of the LORD your God
in vain” (Ex. 20:7). It is generally as-
sumed that this means we shouldn’t
swear or curse, using God’s name. We
will see in a future installment that there
is much more to this commandment.

One reference regarding this command-
ment is made very early in man’s history.
Seth, the son of Adam and Eve, had a son
named Enosh. A statement is then made,
“Then men began to call on the name of
the LORD” (Gen. 4:26).

Most commentators say this was a RIGHT

and RESPECTFUL use of God’s name. If this
is a correct understanding, then prior to
this, God’s name was NOT used in a right
and respectful way, and continued to be
abused by Cain and his descendants.

Others have translated this verse with
an opposite meaning: “The margin of our
English Bible reads, ‘then men began to
call themselves by the name of the Lord.’
… Onkelos translates the clause, ‘then the
children of men ceased to invoke the
name of the Lord.’ And some others,
‘then began men to profane or blaspheme
the name of the Lord’ ” (A Commentary,
Critical, Experimental and Practical on
the Old and New Testaments by Robert
Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David

Brown, 1945, vol. 1, p. 76).
Either way the verse is translated, Seth’s

line appears to be obedient to God and re-
spectful of his name, while Cain’s line was
disobedient and was disrespectful of God’s
name. As a result, Seth’s line led to Noah,
who was saved through the flood while
Cain’s line led to a violent, evil society de-
stroyed by the flood.

Remember the Sabbath
The previous two commandments may
not be dogmatically stated prior to Mount
Sinai, but there is ample evidence that the
fourth was in force since the creation
week. It is stated simply, “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex, 20:8).

The fact that the commandment says,
“Remember” indicates this was a com-
mandment the Israelites already knew.

Those who stood before the burning
mountain had learned to keep the seventh
day Sabbath through the lesson of manna.
This mysterious bread from heaven was
available to gather off the ground the first
six days of the week. If anyone tried to
save some from one day to the next, it bred
worms and stank. However, no manna was
available on the Sabbath. The Israelites
were to gather twice their daily need on the
sixth day and hold half over into the Sab-
bath. This manna did not spoil. Through
this experience, the Israelites learned to
work for six days and rest on the seventh,
keeping the Sabbath holy (Ex. 16:13-27). 

When some rebellious Israelites went out
to gather manna on the Sabbath, they found
none. God said to Moses at that time (and
this was before Mount Sinai): “How long
do you refuse to keep My commandments
and My laws?” (v. 28). Israel was aware of
God’s COMMANDMENTS and LAWS before
they were codified on Mount Sinai!

Sabbath observance can be found all
the way back in creation week—the day
after Adam and Eve took their first
breath: “Then God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because in it He
rested from all His work which God had
created and made” (Gen. 2:3). 

Honor Your Father and Mother
The fifth commandment is, “Honor your
father and your mother” (Ex. 20:12). The
earliest example of this commandment
being broken is when Adam and Eve dis-
honored their Father (God) by disobeying
his instructions and eating the forbidden

When Were the 10 Commandments Given?
Were the 10 commandments first given on Mount Sinai—or were they given earlier?
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Drawing and Fun Fact are courtesy of NAPS

It was once customary to bake a
cake with a bean in it on January
6th. Whoever got the slice with the
bean was believed to have good
luck all the rest of the year.

“I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.”                        —Ex. 20:2

QQuuoottaabbllee  QQuuootteess
“Rather than love, than money, than
fame, give me truth.” 

—Henry David Thoreau

Wit and wisdom to complement the truths of the
Holy Bible can be found in secular writings. 

Here is this month’s selection:
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Being George Washington by Glenn
Beck, Candlewick Press, 2011, pp.
100-101.

Whom Can We Trust?
“George Washington turned to
Henry Knox. ‘Do you remember
last September at a certain house
when I asked you and the marquis a
question?’

To a stranger, Washington’s ques-
tion would have seemed oddly word-
ed. ‘At a certain house?’ But Henry
Knox knew that his commander had
vowed to never utter the name of
Benedict Arnold again. And when
Washington made a vow, he kept it.

“Knox nodded. How could he
ever erase the memory of Washing-
ton opening that package and seeing
betrayal laid out so clearly before
him.…

“ ‘I know the answer to that ques-
tion now,’ Washington continued…

“ ‘Whom can we trust now?’
Washington quietly repeated the
question he had almost screamed
only a few months earlier.…

“ ‘The Invisible Hand, General
Knox…’ He answered his own ques-
tion. ‘We can always trust in the In-
visible Hand.’ ”

Ps. 34:8, 118:8, 146:3; Prov. 29:25

fruit. As a result, they were cursed (Gen.
3:6-19). 

Noah’s sons Shem and Japheth showed
honor and respect to him as he lay drunk
and naked, and were later BLESSED. On
the other hand, Noah’s grandson, Canaan,
was disrespectful during that same time
and was CURSED (Gen. 9:21-27).

You Shall Not Murder
The sixth commandment is, “You shall
not murder.” 

When Cain contemplated killing his
brother, God said to him, “Why are you
so angry? And why has your countenance
fallen? If you do well, will you not be ac-
cepted? And if you do not do well, sin
lies at the door” (Gen. 4:7). Sin is the
transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4).

God was displeased when Cain killed
Abel and cursed him (Gen. 4:10-11). It was
made abundantly clear from the beginning
of man’s existence that murder was wrong!

Murder was declared a capital sin fol-
lowing Noah’s flood (Gen. 9:5-6).

You Shall Not Commit Adultery
The seventh commandment is, “You shall
not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14). The
corollary of this commandment was given
by God to Adam and Eve: “Therefore a
man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined [literally, cling] to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).
The command to cling to one’s wife is an-
other way of saying do not commit adul-
tery (among other things). 

When the Egyptian Pharaoh thought
Abraham’s wife was his sister, and took
her to be his own wife, he was cursed by
God (Gen. 12:10-20). Although adultery
was avoided in this case, it’s clear that
adultery was considered to be wrong.
Pharaoh asked Abraham, “What is this
you have done to me? Why did you not
tell me that she was your wife? Why did
you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might have
taken her as my wife” (vv. 18-19).

Joseph had the opportunity to commit
adultery with Potipher’s wife. But he
knew it was wrong. He called it “great
wickedness and a sin against God.” He
fled the scene (Gen. 39:7-12). How did
Joseph know adultery was a sin unless he
had been taught this commandment?

You Shall Not Steal
The eighth commandment is, “You shall
not steal.” The patriarchs who lived be-
fore Moses knew stealing was wrong.

Joseph played a trick on his brothers
when they came to Egypt to buy grain from
him during a famine. He had the money
they paid for the grain placed in their sacks

and his silver cup placed in Benjamin’s
sack (Gen. 44:1-2). This gave the appear-
ance that the brothers had stolen from him. 

Stealing is called “evil” (vv. 4-5). His
brothers, when accused of stealing,
replied: “Look, we brought back to you
from the land of Canaan the money which
we found in the mouth of our sacks. How
then could we steal silver or gold from
your lord’s house? With whomever of
your servants it is found, let him die, and
we also will be your lord’s slaves” (vv. 8-
9). They considered stealing to be a seri-
ous sin punishable by death and slavery.
Why did they react this way unless they
had been taught, “You shall not steal”?

You Shall Not Lie
The ninth commandment is, “You shall
not bear false witness (lie)” (Ex. 20:16).

Lying predates the existence of man. Lu-
cifer lied to the angels and caused a third of
them to follow him in rebellion against
God. As a serpent, he lied to Eve and
caused her to be deceived. As Satan, he is
called the father of lies (John 8:44). The
lesson of how lying hurts its victims was
well known from the beginning of time.

Abraham lied about his wife being his
sister and caused Pharaoh to be cursed
(Gen. 12:10-13, 15, 17). He didn’t learn his
lesson and repeated the sin when he went
to Gerar and Abimelech took Abraham’s
wife as one of his. God appeared to Abim-
elech in a dream, saying he was a dead man
if he touched Sarah. Abimelech said to
Abraham, “What have you done to us? (He
lied.) How have I offended you, that you
have brought on me and on my kingdom
this great sin (adultery)? You have done
deeds to me (lie) that ought not to be done”
(Gen. 20:9). Abimelech was aware of both
the seventh and ninth commandments!

You Shall Not Covet
The 10th commandment is, “You shall
not covet” (Ex. 20:17). 

An argument can be made that neither
the Egyptian Pharaoh nor Abimelech
wanted to be guilty of coveting Abra-
ham’s wife. They were prevented from
committing adultery with Sarah because
God intervened, but both men were angry
with Abraham for telling them Sarah was
his sister. It appears from their conversa-

Know Your Bible Answers
1) Passover. 2) Seven. 3) 14th. 4) 50
days. 5) The Feast of Weeks or Feast
of Firstfruits.

WHEN GIVEN?
Continued on Page 6
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EENNDD--TTIIMMEE  EEVVEENNTTSS
RREECCEENNTT  WWOORRLLDD  EEVVEENNTTSS  &&  TTHHEEIIRR  PPRROOPPHHEETTIICC  SSIIGGNNIIFFIICCAANNCCEE

Two New York City 
Police Officers Killed
“Two police officers sitting in their pa-
trol cars in Brooklyn were shot at point-
blank range and killed on Saturday af-
ternoon [Dec. 20] by a man who,
officials said, had traveled to the city
from Baltimore vowing to kill officers.
The suspect then committed suicide
with the same gun, authorities said.

“The officers, Wenjian Liu and
Rafael Ramos, were in a car near Myr-
tle and Tompkins Avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant in the shadow of a tall hous-
ing project when the gunman, Ismaaiyl
Brinsley, walked up to the passenger-
side window and assumed a firing
stance, Police Commissioner William J.
Bratton said. Mr. Brinsley shot several
rounds into the heads and upper bodies
of the officers, who never drew their
weapons, the authorities said.

“Mr. Brinsley, 28, then fled down the
street and onto the platform of a nearby
subway station, where he killed himself
as officers closed in. The police recov-
ered a silver semiautomatic handgun,
Mr. Bratton said.

Mr. Brinsley, who had a long rap
sheet of crimes that included robbery
and carrying a concealed gun, is be-
lieved to have shot his former girlfriend
near Baltimore [she survived] before
traveling to Brooklyn, the authorities
said. He made statements on social
media suggesting that he planned to kill
officers and was angered about the Eric
Garner and Michael Brown cases.…

“The double killing comes at a moment
when protests over police tactics have
roiled the city and other parts of the na-
tion. Since a grand jury declined to bring
criminal charges in the case of Mr. Gar-
ner, a black Staten Island man who died
after a police chokehold in July, protest-
ers have filled the streets on numerous
occasions. Those protests followed more
violent ones in Ferguson, Mo., after there
were no charges in the police shooting of
Mr. Brown, an unarmed black teenager”
(“2 N.Y.P.D. Officers Killed in Brooklyn
Ambush; Suspect Commits Suicide” by
Benjamin Mueller and Al Baker, The
New York Times, www.nytimes.com,
Dec. 20, 2014, pp. 1-2).

The Apostle Paul warned that these
last days would be perilous times. “But
know this, that in the last days perilous
times will come: For men will be lovers
of themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self
control, brutal, despisers of good, trai-
tors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2
Tim. 3:1-4).

Jesus Christ said the days before his
return would be like the days of Noah
(Mat. 24:37). Those days were evil and
filled with violence: “Then the LORD

saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually…. The earth also was
corrupt before God, and the earth was
filled with violence” (Gen. 6:5, 11).

Mysterious Virus
Kills Kansas Farmer 
“Researchers have identified a previ-
ously unknown virus, thought to be
transmitted by ticks or mosquitoes, that
led to the death of a farmer in Kansas
last summer.

“The illness was fast-moving and se-
vere, causing lung and kidney failure,
and shock. The man, previously
healthy, died after about 10 days in the
hospital.…

“The newly discovered microbe has
been named the Bourbon virus, for the
county where the patient lived, the
Kansas Department of Health and En-
vironment said in a statement released
Monday [Dec. 22].…

“There is no treatment for the disease.
The best defense is to avoid insect bites
by wearing long pants and long sleeves
outdoors and applying bug spray that
contains the repellent DEET” (“Myste-
rious Virus That Killed a Farmer in
Kansas Is Identified” by Denise Grady,
The New York Times, www.nytimes-
.com, Dec. 23, 2014, p. 1).

“Pestilences” or disease outbreaks are a
sign we are getting close to Christ’s re-
turn (Mat. 24:3, 7-8). One of the end-
time four horsemen of the apocalypse
symbolizes deadly diseases (Rev. 6:7-8).

tions with Abraham that they would NOT

HAVE TAKEN SARAH if they knew she was
his wife. Why were they concerned un-
less they knew the commandment, “You
shall not covet…your neighbor’s wife”?

Coveting Esau’s birthright and blessing
brought grief to both Jacob and his brother.
Jacob fled in fear of his life (Gen. 27:41-
43). Esau despised his birthright (Gen.
25:34), hated his brother (Gen. 27:41), and
cried a bitter cry over his loss (v. 34). 

Jacob seems to have learned his lesson
in exile. Although Laban deceived Jacob
and changed his wages 10 times, Jacob
did not covet or steal Laban’s livestock.
When he left, he took only what belonged
to him (Gen. 31:7-16).

Summary
The 10 commandments, when given upon
Mount Sinai, were given by God—not
Moses. The commandments summarize
God’s way of life. The first four define
how to love God and the last six define
how to love our neighbor. Loving God
and our neighbor sums up how God
wants us to live (Mark 12:28-34). 

Would it make sense for God to create
mankind and then NOT give us instruc-
tions on how to live? Of course not!
There is ample evidence from scripture
that the commandments were known and
taught long before Sinai. Some were defi-
nitely taught all the way back in the Gar-
den of Eden. Perhaps they ALL WERE.

Adam and Eve taught them to their de-
scendants, though not all their descen-
dants chose to keep them. Seth’s line
obeyed them. The line of Cain (and the
lines of any other children Adam and Eve
may have had) forgot and disobeyed the
commandments.

Both before and after the flood, Noah
preached RIGHTEOUSNESS—the impor-
tance of keeping God’s commandments.
No one heeded his teaching. 

It seems that the family of Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph knew the com-
mandments and strove to keep them, al-
though they didn’t do so perfectly. 

It seems that some other nations may
have kept some commandments in mind,
adopting them into their national laws.
They may have discovered God’s laws on
their own and realized these principles
were proper for a civilized society: such
laws as showing respect to parents, not
stealing, not murdering, etc. (Rom. 2:14).
Or perhaps these Gentile nations retained
some of God’s laws as they learned them
from their ancestors, going back to Noah—
and ultimately to Adam and Eve.

When Given?
Continued from Page 5


