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Club Newsletter  

Issue 2 – 2015 

 

 

Welcome to the second edition for 2015 once again we have a great story from Laurie as well as event 

news and results. I hope you enjoy reading. 

I believe we are still in need for some people to help out and organise events for this year so please step 

up and help out (many hands make light work). 

Your input as a club member is required to help keep this newsletter going please send me anything you 

would like published or any feedback you have. This can be anything from photos to team articles to the 

car you have for sale please send an email to nat_rally@hotmail.com the next issue will be out at the start 

of June. Enjoy reading and remember “keep it on the dirty stuff”. Cheers Nat 

 
Photo: Mick Barry/Graeme Offer 1984. Credit: Dillon Family  Photo: Murray Coote/Iain Stewart 1984. Credit: Dillon Family 
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2015 CALENDER 
16TH MAY – CQMSC – QRC ROUND 2 – WOWAN 

30TH MAY – NDSCC – KHANACROSS – HIRSTGLEN 

20TH & 21ST – BSCC – QRC ROUND 3 & 4 (IROQ) – IMBIL 

4TH JULY – NDSCC – KHANACROSS – HIRSTGLEN 

29TH AUGUST – NDSCC – RALLY – HIRSTGLEN 

11TH TO 13TH SEPTEMBER – RALLY AUSTRALIA – COFFS HARBOUR 

26TH SEPTEMBER – NDSCC – KHANACROSS – HIRSTGLEN 

7TH NOVEMBER – BSCC – QRC ROUND 6 – IMBIL 

5TH DECEMBER – NDSCC – KHANACROSS - HIRSTGLEN 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & EVENT REPORTS 
 

NDSCC Khanacross at Hirstglen 

The next event is next Saturday the 30th of May at Hirstglen.  Regs, event info and entries will be 

open soon.  Camping available, hot showers and toilets available and catering will be available on 

Saturday.  Once again massive thanks to Rob and Brooke for allowing us to use their backyard and 

Stringy for organising the event. See www.ndscc.asn.au for more details. 

Cystic Fibrosis Auction 
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The Northern Districts Sporting Car Club presents Rally Reunion Rally Re-Run 
Recently I along with Don Gibson and Pete Garbett was involved in the organisation of the “Queensland Car Rally 

Reunion” which was a successful night of old mapping rally competitors from the “Golden Era” of rallies. Naturally 

the talk was about the good fun that was had on navigation rallies (trials). These events can never be replicated in 

their original format. 

It occurred to me that it would be a good idea to re run an old mapping event. The Northern Districts Sporting Car 

Club agreed to become involved thus the idea of the ‘Rally Reunion Re-Run’ was born.  

I have been working on an event that would replicate an ‘old style mapping rally” that is car and people friendly and 

should be a lot of family fun. This is a special event in that it is quite long to replicate the older events using roads 

that were used in the ‘Olden days”. Some of the classic rally roads are now bitumen but still a nice drive.  

For The old fogies Whoops, more experienced people it will give you a chance to visit some places that you may have 

only seen at night and you may be able to work out just where you went wrong in that 1975 event. The new people 

will see some of the roads that the old fogies Whoops more experienced people have been boring you silly about for 

all these years. 

I have purposely not mentioned too many places at this point (people have been asking things like “Are you going 

through?????” Are you using ?????) 

Now some details of the event 

• The Re-Run is a non-competitive social drive that is open to members of any CAMS affiliated car club. The 

Promoters, the Northern District Sporting Car Club. http://www.ndscc.asn.au will be offering day 

membership for a moderate cost to those who are not members of CAMS affiliated club. 

• NO CAMS competition licence is required, and as a non-competitive social event there can be no winner. 

• It starts on Sunday the 6th of September 2015 at 8:30 at the Greenbank Recreation Reserve corner of Middle 

road and Sheppard drive Greenbank South of Brisbane and will last until well into Sunday afternoon. The 

proposed finish location will be in the Gatton area. Both these places featured a lot in rallies of the late 60s 

and the 70s 

• The distance will be around the 300-kilometre mark. There will be adequate places to stop for a rest and 

refreshments etc.  

• As an aside I was looking at an article in the BSCC newsletter re a rally I ran in the 70s. It was 500 MILES, or 

800 kilometres. 

• Instructions will be in the form of directions referring to places to visit as shown on the maps  

• There will be two courses following basically the same route and going to the same places. 

• One of these routes will be all bitumen ranging from main roads to country bitumen roads and the other 

course will be part bitumen part dirt. There will be no compulsion to use one or the other; you may choose 

to do one section on all bitumen and swap to the part dirt route for the next section. 

• There will be questions to answer along the route. These will NOT be hidden or cryptic but take the form of 

e.g. ‘What number is written on the Brown sign at the intersection of Boonah Rathdowney rd. and 

Ganthorpe road’.  (You can check this out by using Google Street.) Sometimes there will be a picture in the 

instructions and you will have to fill in the missing information that will be blanked out of the picture. This is 

purely for you to check if you have gone the correct route. There will be a list of correct answers at the finish 

location to allow you to compare your answers with the official answers. 

Now for something that I believe is new. The maps to be used are available to download for free. They are available 

at http://qtopo.dnrm.qld.gov.au/desktop/ or on on the Queensland car rally reunion Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/480642912078110/ 

The instructions will be available in the weeks before the event for you to down load and work out the route well 

beforehand. The question sheets will be available at the start. 
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At present there are two sets of demo instructions and two maps available on the Queensland car rally reunion 

Facebook page. I will email the maps and demo instructions to you if you contact me at 

lauriegarth@internode.on.net. 

The list of maps is  

Toowoomba QTopo 9242 Helidon Qtopo 9342 Greenbank QTopo 9442 

Allora QTopo 9241 Warwick QTopo 9341 Mt Lindsay QTopo 9441 

The above table shows the way that they line up with each other .We will not be using the complete maps but a 

portion of them. The black oval shows approximately the area of each map that we will be using. A relatively small 

area just that it covers 6 - 1: 100,000 maps. 

By the time that you download all the instructions and maps you will be able to see that it is not that difficult. 

The event is not as difficult as it may seem from this advice. I suggest that you down load the on line instructions and 

maps and give it a go to map. Some people may even go for a drive over the roads one weekend as a practice. 

In these days of technology it is difficult to ban G.P.S devices etc. so I have embraced it. I have no objection of you 

down load the maps your computer or tablet and use that to navigate. It is a fun day. 

For more information contacts me at lauriegarth@internode.on.net or by phone on 0434886283. And I can put you 

on the mailing list 

 

Laurie Garth 

 

 

GARTHS POTTED HISTORY OF 

RALLYING FROM GARTH POINT OF VIEW 
 

Starting to be part of a team 

The first event I did with Ian (Doc) Wells.  

I did not know Ian Wells, as both he and I were new to rallies.  Ian was a veterinary surgeon who lived at The Gap, 

which is a northwesterly suburb of Brisbane. Apparently Ian had competed in an event with a new navigator, 

possibly his brother, and he told me later that they had become hopelessly lost in the Kingaroy area.  I do not know 

what event it was but on reflection it may very well have been the event where I miss read the instructions with Bill 

Beverley.  Ian told me that it seemed that no matter where they went trying to find their way they kept seeing signs 

that lead to Booie. The saying may be that “All roads lead to Rome” but to Ian and his navigator “All roads lead to 

Booie.” 
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Someone must have told Ian about this up and coming navigator that had appeared on the scene. Ian tried to 

contact him, couldn’t find him so he contacted me.  I didn’t know Ian but we met when he came over to my house at 

Mansfield, on the south side of Brisbane and we organised to 

compete in the next QRC event, which was an Ipswich rally. It 

started at the pub on the corner of Limestone Street and 

somewhere with a pub on the corner.   We were unknowns 

but in those days you drew for starting positions and it was 

not unusual for a newcomer to be first car.  

The photo shows a Fiat 124 Sports Coupe the same colour as the 

one owned by Ian wells. 

Hilary (Midge) my wife drove me to Ipswich to the start of the 

event where I met Ian meet Ian and I got organised into the 

car. 

Ian’s car was a fiat 124 sports coupe. I had never seen a Fiat 124 Sports Coupe let alone sat in one. It was quite 

possibly the first Fiat that I had been close to. 

I thought I was flash as the car had a Halda AND a Compass AND a Navigation light AND Rally tyres. How cool is this? 

I’m up with the big boys now. However, life is full of ‘howevers’ this was no ordinary halda this was a speed pilot. 

The halda trip master has one odometer readout; the twinmaster has two odometer readouts. These can be set to 

accurately measure distance to 100th of a mile or 17.6 yards. In metric it can be set to read 100th of a kilomere or 10 

metres. The speed pilot measures average speeds. It does have a distance measurement but not as easy to zero as 

the twin/trip master. 

http://www.haldaman.com/speed.html 

This page explains the operation of the speed pilot. 

The speed pilot has two dials The left dial has figured relating to average speed a hand like a watch hand, is set to 

the average speed that you wish to maintain and the right dial is a clock set to the time of day. There is a red hand is 

set to be under the minute hand as the car starts. The navigator tells the driver to speed up or slow down to keep 

the red hand under the minute hand to maintain the set average speed. If the red hand is under the minute hand the 

car is travelling at the set average speed. 

We cars that were lined up for the start in the side street and gradually as cars left at two minute intervals we moved 

up the street, soon it was our turn.  

“Two minutes.” 

The official handed me the road card and said I grabbed the halda knob ready to zero readouts at the corner.  

“One Minute” the excitement is mounting. 

“Go”. 

I Gave the Zero knob a little pull to zero the readouts and the whole shootin’ match came off the dashboard! There I 

was, instructions in one hand and the halda in the other. Not only the halda but also the bracket that was holding 

the halda to the dashboard.  
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Well this is a novel situation to be in, first event with a new driver and the halda falls off into my lap. 

I had the halda in my lap. It was still working. Like all good drivers Ian didn’t stop. Ian told me to grab some artery 

forceps out of the glove box.  "Mind the hypodermics that are in there" “and the scalpels”. They are quite sharp. 

Gingerly whilst navigating my way out of Ipswich, holding the halda between my knees and the instructions I was 

feeling around the glove box for whatever artery forceps were.  

I managed to find them without giving myself an injection of some horse serum or amputating something.  I 

managed to clamp the halda bracket to the glove box lid.  Worked a treat.  

As an aside, we also managed to clear a fuel blockage mid section on the infamous "Rabbit fence rally" using artery 

forceps and other veterinary instruments. 

Being an IWMAC event meant that the navigation was tough and sometimes a little vague in the instructions. Most 

people not from Ipswich had difficulty in leaving the city. The locals that were familiar with the street layout had no 

problems the rest of us sometimes found the instructions wanting. This is not a reflection on the organisers 

regarding cheating, just as in all things, when you are familiar with things you do not read unwritten traps into the 

instructions. 

We wended or way across the Fassifern valley with Limestone ridges out of bounds, it was always out of bounds.  

Across to the Aratula area then up Cunningham’s gap. There is another way across the great dividing range near 

Cunningham’s gap. This other crossing is called Spicer’s gap.  On one early event the ‘senior or championship crews 

used Spicer’s gap heading east or down. The novice crews used Cunningham’s gap such was the roughness of 

Spicer’s gap. I am not aware of it being used in an event since. I believe that it is open to four-wheel drive only now.  

Once at the top of Cunningham’s gap we started a route chart section. This section used some roads that were 

shown on the RACG Q map and others that were not. 

We were sent off to the north of the Cunningham highway from around the Maryvale area and headed up around 

Goomburra and wound back and forth cross the downs.  It was quite a dark night and it was virtually impossible to 

keep track of where you were on the road and even what the approximate area was. 

Eventually we wound up at the end of section control, which was at a Tee Junction on the Cunningham highway. We 

had entered from basically north by Ian’s dodgy compass.  The next section was a mapped transport section to the 

24-hour Shell Service station in Warwick. The shell was about the only thing open in Warwick at that time of night so 

that was the division /meal break location.  We turned right out of control heading west.  I didn’t know where 

exactly we were on the highway but I figured that soon a side road would appear or a creek name and I could get my 

bearings. I wouldn’t do that now. I should have asked the control official as I think that the rules said that the control 

official had to tell you the control location if asked. I didn’t ask. I was too green. Off we went west along the 

Cunningham highway looking for a landmark so I could orient myself. 

Soon I saw a billboard that was advertising Allora 24 hour windscreen repairs 7 miles.  Ian had the 124 sports coupe 

flying along.  Then I saw another billboard advertising Allora 24 hour windscreen repairs 5 miles. Suddenly it hit me.  

We had come out on the New England highway that ran between Warwick and Toowoomba. When I turned Ian right 

we were heading north to Toowoomba. We were heading the wrong way! 

Whoops! 

I told Ian that we were going the wrong way and it took him a while to realise that I wanted him to turn around.  

After doing a U turn I told Ian to get into it as we had lost a heap of time.  I did the calcs and it turned out that we 

had to average something like 80 miles an hour to make the control without penalty. The little Fiat was flying really 
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revving. Then I saw Ian go to change gear.  I thought ‘bloody hell he’s going for reverse at about 90 MPH.  I had never 

been in a five-speed car before and Ian had not used fifth gear all night. When we didn’t have a massive crash I was 

so relieved.  As I said it was a dark night. No moon at all.  By this time the Fiat 124 sports coupe was going as fast as it 

could across the straight Darling Downs road. We crested a hill and there it was. Barry Farrell’s service crew. It was 

Barry’s brother in a ford prefect. 

This was a reworked 100E body with 

the new 997cc overhead valve engine, 

four-speed gearbox and 'banjo' style 

rear end from the Anglia 105E, 

produced to offer a four door model 

until replaced by the Ford Consul 

Classic. 38,154 were made, most of 

them in a two-tone colour scheme and 

deluxe trim. 

Drum brakes of 8 in (200 mm) 

diameter were fitted, hydraulically 

operated, and the suspension was independent at the front using MacPherson struts. The rear 

driven axle used semi elliptic leaf springs. The steering mechanism used a worm and peg system. 

On test, The Motor magazine recorded a top speed of 73 mph (117 km/h) and acceleration from 

0-60 mph (97 km/h) in 27.2 seconds. A "touring" fuel consumption of 36 miles per gallon 

(imperial) was recorded. On the home market, it cost £621, including taxes of £183.[10] 

Optional extras included a heater, windscreen washers, radio and leather upholstery to replace the 

standard PVC. 

The half asleep service crew was doing about 50 MPH with the loaded 997cc engine struggling. Their headlights 

giving off a yellowish glow trying to pierce the inky blackness of the downs night.  We came over the crest, saw 

them. Ian changed lanes and we flashed past at about 100mph changed back into the left lane and in the wink of an 

eye we were gone over the next crest. 

Talking to them later they told us that they were dawdling along half asleep when suddenly the land lit up. These 

bright lights appeared behind them. Something flashed past and disappeared over the crest and everything went 

dark again. They had no idea who or what it was. 

Ian, by this time had the bit between his teeth and I was calling out the distance to go and the time to go. We could 

make this. The average speed required was dropping by the second. We came over the crest near the corner of 

Allen’s road and Cunningham highway with the Fiat floating light on the suspension and hit the downhill sweeping 

right at max speed and that was when we saw the light. It was on the police car that was booking John Connell in his 

big Monaro GTS.  John said that that the Policeman was writing him a ticket and telling him about the danger of 

speeding and safe driving and without pausing for breath or stopping writing the ticket said as we went past at 

maximum attack “and tell your mate to slow down to”. 
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EVENT RESULTS & REPORTS 
NDSCC Hirstglen Khanacross 2015 

 
 

ARC Round 1 Forest Rally 2015 

ARC Outright 

Position Driver/Co-Driver Class Vehicle 

1  E. EVANS, WESTON  R3 DS3 R3T 

2 TAYLOR, HAYES  G2 Clio R3 

3 S.EVANS, SEARCY P3 Civic Type R 

4 VLAD, NICOLI P3 Fiesta 

5 MACKENZIE, MACKENZIE G2 Fiesta ST 

6  SULLENS, BARKLEY R3 DS3 R3T 

7 JAMES, CATFORD G2 Polo Vivo 

8 COPPIN, BATTEN R3 DS3 R3T 
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4WD 

Position Driver/Co-Driver Class Vehicle 

1 PATTON, WEBB P5U Lancer Evo X 

2 MARKOVIC, MACNEALL P5U Impreza WRX Sti 

3 TOSTEVIN, ADAMS P5U Impreza WRX Sti 

4 DOWEL, LEE P5U Lancer Evo X 

5 WEBBER, FEAVER P5U Lancer Evo IX 

6 MCKENZIE, MACLEAN P6U Impreza WRX 

7 PEDDER, MOSCATT S2000 VW Polo 

 

Classic 

Position Driver/Co-Driver Vehicle 

1 BATES, TAYLOR Celica RA40 

2 BADENOCH, DUNBAR Celica RA40 

3 STILLING, TRINDER Stanza 

4 MILES, MILES Commodore 

 

WRC Round 3 Rally Mexico 2015 

1. S. OGIER  J. INGRASSIA  Volkswagen Motorsport 4:19:13.4 

2. M. OSTBERG  J. ANDERSSON Citroën Total Abu Dhabi WRT 4:20:32.2 

3. A. MIKKELSEN  O. FLOENE  Volkswagen Motorsport II 4:20:38.5 

4. E. EVANS  D. BARRITT  M-Sport World Rally Team 4:22:53.6 

5. D. SORDO  M. MARTI  Hyundai Motorsport 4:24:15.2 

6. M. PROKOP  J. TOMANEK  Jipocar Czech National Team 4:25:49.5 

7. N. AL-ATTIYAH M. BAUMEL  Nasser Al-Attiyah 4:34:06.1 

8. T. NEUVILLE  N. GILSOUL  Hyundai Motorsport 4:41:56.7 

9. N. FUCHS  F. MUSANO  Nicolas Fuchs 4:42:02.4 

10. J. KETOMAA  K. LINDSTROM Drive Dmack 4:42:23.6 

 


