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Friends:
“We live in interesting times”, someone recently said to me.
Sometimes you and I tend to view our present time as being more
interesting than any other time. Yet, from a historical point of view, we
know that every era in history has had ‘interesting times’, times that
brought about challenges and struggles. A cursory glance through the
history of the church reminds us the church has never been isolated
from the social movements/issues which defined their period of
history. I will mention one case in point: The Methodist Episcopal
Church split over the issue of slavery in 1840, sixteen years before the
beginning of the War Between the States. This split created the
Methodist Episcopal Church, North and the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. For ninety-four years, this separation would exist. It’s
important to point out that such divisions over the issue of slavery also
occurred in other established churches as well.
H. Richard Niebuhr, a twentieth-century theologian and ethicists,
wrote a seminal book, which is still read by students of theology today,
entitled, Christ and Culture. He wrote about ways the church, seeking
to follow Christ, has attempted to interact with its culture. He
reminded us that we cannot separate ourselves from culture. Richard
Niebuhr wrote: “We are in history as the fish is in the water.”
That said, I would like to bring us to our present time. Since the
General Conference of 1972, the United Methodist Church has been
dealing with the issue of homosexuality. Every four years, the
delegates at General Conference would debate this issue.
…continued on page 12
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Family Movie Nights:
Finish your summer out with Family Movie Nights.
The Small Groups Committee is sponsoring family
movies Saturday evenings in August starting at 7pm
in Fellowship Hall. Bring the kids and a snack to
share. The movies will be:
• 8/4 Zootopia
• 8/11 CoCo
• 8/18 Wrinkle in Time
Drop In Class in August:
Movies today have wonderful plots, turns and twists. Many touch on biblical themes and values.
The Sunday following Family Movie Night the Drop In Sunday School class will discuss the
previous night’s movie and how film can be a medium for spreading the gospel message.
UPCOMING NEW MEMBER SESSIONS – For those interested in joining Mt. Zion Church,
new member classes will be held on the following Sundays - September 9, 16, 23 from 1:00 p.m.
to 2:30 p.m. To register for the sessions, please email pastorgary@mtzionhighland.com or speak
to Pastor Gary on Sunday mornings.
Communications:
Can you take or organize pictures? Capture or edit video? Write your own or move other
peoples’ words around on a page? Push buttons and follow straightforward instructions? If any
one of these is true, and you have a few minutes a week or a couple of hours a month to spare
there are many opportunities available to serve Mt. Zion’s communications ministry supporting
the Pointer, social media, web site, advertising, video, and more. Instruction and other resources
are available to help you participate. Contact the Communications Committee at
communications@mtzionhighland.com for more information.
See what was in the Pointer 25 and 50 years ago – follow Mt. Zion on Facebook.
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United to Love Rally:
Please take note of Bishop Easterling’s call to
attend the United to Love Rally in DC on
August 12. Visit https://www.unitedtolove.org

September Pointer Deadline:
Tuesday, August 21
Mt. Zion News ~ Everyone can
contribute:
Tag Mt. Zion on social media with
@mtzionhighland or #mtzionhighland.
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Worship Spiritual Growth
Those called to Serve and Lead Worship

Kid’s Time

Greeters

Liturgist
Projection

Sound

Usher
Captains

Service
Times

August 5

August 12

August 19

August 26

9:00

Pastor Gary

Andrea Smolen

Elizabeth Blough

Sandy Sehman

11:00

Pastor Gary

Carol Messerly

Kristin
Robertson

Frances Colvin

9:00

Lynn Jacobson
Charles
McEldowney

John & Nancy
Coonts
Debra Fitzgerald

Jerry & Margaret
Rose
Larry Murdoch

Will & Jill Scott
Olivia Yeager

11:00

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

9:00

Betty Cashmark

Elizabeth Dennis

Lamont Baskett

Ellen McKinzie

9:00

Bonnie Luepkes

Adam Johnson

Bonnie Luepkes

Jill Scott

11:00

Carol Hill

Carol Hill

Chuck Sehman

Carol Messerly

9:00

Help Wanted

Dustin Eidson

Help Wanted

Scott Johnson

11:00

Al Hill

Bill Ray

Al Hill

Bill Ray

9:00

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

11:00

Gary and Pat Heinz
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Discipleship Spiritual Growth
Children’s Ministry
Attention Parents:
There will be no Sunday School or Kid’s Zone this month.
Sunday School and Kid’s Zone begin on September 9th. If you
would like to serve in this ministry please contact Jena Meredith.
We need you!!
Books Needed:
Childrens and adult books for our Little Library which has no
books!! If you would like to donate books, please bring them to
Jena Meredith’s office. Like new, current books are best.

A thought for the
month…
God doesn’t call the
qualified, He
qualifies the called!!
--Christine Caine

A great Big Thank You to all of you who took part in VBS this year!!
We cannot put this program on without our volunteers who serve the children in the name of
Jesus!! You made a commitment and honored it to your best ability! GOD BLESS YOU!
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Discipleship Spiritual Growth

I would like to Thank the entire Mt. Zion Staff, Leadership, and Congregation for the
tokens of appreciation and for the wonderful brunch celebration on July 15th. I am
grateful to have a piece of your hearts with me as I enter my new position. Again
thank you Mt. Zion for all you have done for me in the past five years.
Love,
Tammi D. Brantley
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Discipleship Spiritual Growth
Youth Ministry
On July 29, Mt. Zion Youth shared an evening of fellowship with the youth of St.
James UMC at the Moxley farm in West Friendship.

6

Discipleship Spiritual Growth
Mt. Zion United Methodist Men
UMMen Calendar
12 August 2018 – Mt. Zion UMM Social Meeting (6:30-8:00pm), location TBD
8 September 2018 – Mt. Zion UMM Breakfast Meeting (8:00-9:30am), Roma’s
15 September 2018 – UMM Central District Prayer Breakfast (8:00-10:00am)
13 October 2018 – Fall Hike at Patapsco State Park (time TBD)

Cars and Coffee
Some of the new and
vintage cars sighted at
the July 14 event.

Who We Are:
The United Methodist Men of Mt. Zion
What We Are:
A group of men that have come together to assist those in need: elderly,
shut-ins, etc., that need assistance “around the
house” What Assistance Can We Provide:
1.
Yard Work – mowing, trimming (yards, hedges), maintenance, etc.
2.
Fixin’ of Stuff – light painting, repairs inside/outside the house, etc.
3.
What do you really need help with? (just email
us) How Do I Contact the UMMen@Work Team:
Contact Bryan Meredith
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Opportunities to Serve - Missions
Greetings dear friends,
Everything is going well for us after 11 days with GYTTE in Puebla,
Mexico. The people, especially the staff, are terrific. We have spent some
time with two members of the GYTTE Board and they are also wonderful.
The best experience was being included in the Annual Conference, July 12
- 14. At this Annual Conference (CASE - South East Annual Conference)
we met people, it seemed, from nearly half of Mexico as this Conference of
102 churches includes 7 states including the Yucatan.
At the end of the first day they had elections for Bishop. It was exciting to
be in the election of the first woman! We discovered that the new bishop,
Raquel Balbuena has been practically a daughter to the Hendersons and a
sister to the team. She is from Tlancualpican and began working there at
about age fifteen. She was one of the first two scholarship students and was
able to attend seminary. Most recently she served as a superintendent. The
GYTTE team here all appear to know her well and respect her very much.
To the right she is preaching at Conference.
And of course it is also amazing to be here for the hope around the election of the new president Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador. He will take office December 1.
Clara Palacios, a long-time member of the GYTTE staff, put together an excellent presentation for the Annual
Conference about GYTTE and David, a member of the Board, presented it. For us it was the best presentation of
the entire conference! Many of you know that the GYTTE team is very capable!
We will be in the learning phase for quite some time. Please continue to communicate with GYTTE through
Clara and Ivonne, thanks. We are excited that Terry Henderson will visit here with his pastor the first week of
August; we will have a team from Brentwood UMC in September accompanying the women as they learn to be
health promotors; in October we will have a group from Pennsylvania accompanied by Rev. Marian Hartman; in
November she will return with the Cabinet from the Susquehanna Annual Conference and in January we will
have more of God's love shared with us through people from Susquehanna.
We hope that some of you will begin planning work-study trips from your church to GYTTE. If any of you would
like to join a group coming from Susquahanna in October please get in touch with Rev. Marian Hartman, DS in
the Conference. She has brought groups many times. Her email is: mhartman@susumc.org
Please consider sharing wtih GYTTE through ADVANCE No. 07629ª, thank you.
And please forward this note and pictures to others. Thank you.
In God’s love, Nan and Miguel
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Opportunities to Serve - Missions
Open Doors Food Pantry
The Open Doors Food Pantry turned 5 years old on July 20th, 2018. We gave out food to 114 families, and
everyone was very thankful for the food. Here are some testimonials that I heard on Saturday, July 21st. I think
you’ll like them.
We have several client-volunteers that love to help, as it gives them a sense of giving back. This is very
important to them, and to us as we’ve come to depend on them. Two young men were at the food pantry for the
first time, and they are single fathers. They both told me that they realized they needed a food pantry when they
didn’t have enough food to get through the week. I explained the process of how they can get food, and they
kept thanking me. I explained that we’re all here to help each other. There were 3 ladies that were at the food
pantry for the first time, and I asked how they all found out about us. They have a mutual friend that comes
each month and she told them how respectful and nice our volunteers are. They decided to come to us because
they didn’t have a great experience at another food pantry.
A gentleman was there for the first time, but his wife always came previously. He would wait in the car for her
until she came out. He said he never knew what a food pantry was like, and how many volunteers it took to keep
it going. He vowed that when he was healed from his knee surgery, he would be coming in to volunteer. I told
him that he was welcome anytime he was able to walk on his own.
One lady that’s been coming to us for almost a year told me “You have no idea how much you’ve helped my
family.” She had tears in her eyes as she was talking to me. I explained that everyone needs help sometimes, and
we’re here as long as she needs us. She thanked me again.
Our volunteers come from all over. Not only from Mt. Zion, but also from Solley UMC in Glen Burnie, Glenelg
Baptist Church in Glenelg, and Temple Isaiah in Fulton. We also have volunteers that come from our local
community and beyond. Kids that need volunteer hours come each month and we sign off on their papers.
Some of the kids keep coming even after fulfilling their community service hours. I hope you can see how much
you’ve helped all of these people. We give out food to thousands of people each year, thanks to you. Because of
your donations, volunteer time, and prayers, we are still open, and hope to be for as long as there are hungry
people.
I tell all our volunteers that they should put themselves in the client’s shoes. No one wants to come and ask for
food. The volunteers should treat the clients with the utmost respect and courtesy, and they should treat each
one like they do their mother, as long as they like her.
With a grateful heart,
Carol Hill
Founder of the Open Doors Food Pantry
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Mount Zion UMC Highland, Holidays in United States, Mt Zion
Sun

Mon
29

Mt Zion

Tue
30

Aug 2018 ( East er n Time

Wed
31

Bulletin

Thu
1

9am - CR1/Preschool

Fri
2

4

VBS/All Church

9:30am - Playgroup/

10am - Pioneer

10am - Bible Study 7pm

9am - Preschool

2pm - Sanc/Papaviza

10am - Young Adult

- Maryland

9:30am - Seated

6pm - Zootopia/FH

3pm - Pack 702

12pm - Deadline -

3pm - Pack 702

6pm - BS Troop

5:30pm - Cub Scout

6:45pm - Chancel
5

10am - Pioneer
10am

-

12:30pm

Young
-

Adult

Stephens

6

7

8

9:30am - Playgroup/

Bulletin

10am - Bible Study 7pm

9am - Tiny

10am - Prayer

- Maryland

7pm

12pm - Deadline -

-

9:30am

Finance/CR2

-

7pm - Worship and

6pm - BS Troop

3pm - Pack 702

7:30pm - Mary

6pm

-

6:45pm

8:30am - CBT/Sanc

6:30pm - CBT

9
7pm - Praise

Seated

3pm - Pack 702

7pm - UMW/CR2

7pm - Praise

Sat
3

10

11

12pm - Sage

8:30am - CBT/Sanc

6:30pm - CBT

2pm - Sanc/Papaviza
6pm - CoCo/FH

Rebuilding
-

Chancel

7:45pm - Chancel
12

13

14

15

16

18

9:30am - Playgroup/

Bulletin

9:30am - Seated

10am - Pioneer

10am - Bible Study

10:20am - Preschool 7pm

11:30am - Ginny

10am - Sandwich

5:30pm - Stephen

- Evangelism&H 7pm -

12pm - Deadline -

2pm - Sanc/Papaviza

10am - Young Adult

7pm - Fellowship

Missions

6pm - BS Troop

6pm - Wrinkle in

3pm - Pack 702

7pm - Maryland

7pm

3pm - Pack 702

-

Trustees/CR2

7pm - Praise

17

10am - BP

1pm - Food Pantry

Food Pantry

6:30pm - CBT

8:30am - CBT/Sanc

7:45pm - Chancel

8pm - Pack 702

5pm - Pack 702 Bear
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20

21

22

23

10am - Pioneer

9:30am - Playgroup/

Bulletin

9:30am - Seated

6:30pm - UMM/CR2

10am - Young Adult

10am - Bible Study 7pm

7pm - SPRC/CR1

12pm - Deadline -

7pm - Praise

12pm - Stephen

- Maryland

7:30pm - BS T-702

6pm - BS Troop

3pm - Pack 702

24
6:30pm - CBT

25
8:30am - CBT/Sanc
2pm - Sanc/Papaviza

7:45pm - Chancel

3pm - Pack 702
26

27

28

29

10am - Pioneer

9:30am - Playgroup/

Bulletin

9:30am - Seated

10am - Young Adult

10am - Bible Study 7pm

7pm - Church

12pm - Deadline -

3pm - Pack 702

- Maryland

3pm - Pack 702

11

5:30pm - Cub Scout

6pm - BS Troop
7:45pm - Chancel

30
7pm - Praise

31
6:30pm - CBT

1

Spiritual Growth
Each side, both claiming its position rested in the authority of the Scripture, would
offer amendments to change the Book of Discipline that would align to each one’s
particular understanding of the issue; the one side advocated a more inclusive stance
that does not condemn others because of their sexual orientation and the other side
that wants to hold on to the church’s current stance which views homosexuality as
“incompatible with Christian teachings”.
At the General Conference in 2016, the issue of human sexuality again
dominated the discussions and actions on the floor throughout the week. At the
conclusion of the gathering, the following action was recommended: The
Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the 2016 General Conference to do
a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of the Book of
Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and
strengthen the unity of the church. (www.umc.org “Commission on a Way
Forward”)
Thus, the Council of Bishops appointed a 32-member commission to develop
ways for resolving differences over how to be in ministry with LGBTQ people. The
Commission on a Way Forward completed their final meeting on May 23 in
Nashville after an 18-month period of meetings and deliberations. The Commission
offered three models for addressing the issue of human sexuality. They are as
follows:
The Traditional Plan would affirm the current language in the denomination’s
Book of Discipline, the denomination’s governing document, which bans “selfavowed and practicing” gay clergy and the blessing of same-sex unions. The plan
would create swift and strong penalties for violations and create exit plans for
churches that disagree.
...continued
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Spiritual Growth
The One Church Plan, which a majority of bishops recommended, would allow
decisions about whether to ordain LGBTQ clergy or to allow same-gender unions to
be made closer to the conference and congregational level. The plan would remove
the restrictive language against the practice of homosexuality in the Book of
Discipline. It would also give assurances to pastors and conferences who in good
conscience cannot perform same-sex weddings or ordain “self-avowed practicing”
gay clergy that they don’t have to do so.
The Connectional-Conference Plan would allow conferences to choose
among the three connectional conferences for affiliation. The connectional
conferences would align based on theology or perspective of LGBTQ ministry – be it
traditionalist, progressive, or allowing for a variety of approaches. This plan would
require multiple amendments to the denomination’s constitution.
The final report of the Commission is set to be released soon. As one can
see, each plan has far reaching implications for the United Methodist Church. The
Special General Conference is scheduled for Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis. Bishop
Kenneth Carter, President of the Council of Bishops, states: “The purpose of this
Special Session of the General Conference shall be limited to receiving and acting
upon a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based upon the
recommendations of the Council of Bishops.”
On July 12, The Council of Bishops asked for the Judicial Council to make
declaratory decisions on the constitutionality of the petitions submitted by the
Commission on the Way Forward to the 2019 Special Session of the General
Conference. It is reported that the Judicial Council’s fall meeting set for Oct. 23-26
in Zurich has placed this issue on its docket.
...continued
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Spiritual Growth
I apologize for such a lengthy article in this edition of the newsletter. However, I
thought it to be paramount for our church to be aware of what is occurring within the
framework of the larger church. Obviously, what is decided has ramifications for our
church here at Mt. Zion. I have addressed this issue with the Church Council and
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC). In the fall, we will present opportunities
for us to learn more about this process and to explore our own understandings and
experiences on the issue of human sexuality.
As pastor of Mt. Zion, I call you to take time each day to be in earnest prayer
for our church and for the wider church to which we belong. As we seek to follow
Jesus, I believe that we have always lived in ‘interesting times.’ Yet we do not travel
alone. We can support each other and we can always trust in the promises of God
made known to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Grace & Peace,
Gary
Websites that may be useful –
wayforward@umcom.org –
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
Dialoguing with Dignity – created by the Virginia Annual Conference
www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/Events/DialoguingWithDignityCurriculum.pdf
Tom Berlin’s Powerpoint – Commission on a Way Forward – presented at the
Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference held in May, 2018 – bwcumc.org
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