Formulas for Success
Throughout the Bible I’ve found several very simple ways of approaching life that lead to spiritual
success. By “success” I mean both the spiritual victories we experience in this life when we follow God
and overcome Satan, and the ultimate spiritual victory of eternal life with God.
Below you will find such formulas followed by the Scriptures from which they come. My hope is that
either you can find at least one that you can adopt as your own, piece them together to make up your
own (mine is “Do what is right in God’s sight and delight in His ways”), or that it will help you find others
that will guide you as you dig through God’s Word.
Scriptures are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted or I made a mistake.
Do what is right and beware of sin.
Genesis 4:6
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right,
will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to
have you, but you must rule over it.”
Read God’s Word All the Days of Your Life
Deuteronomy 17:18-20
When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken
from that of the Levitical priests. It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he
may learn to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and
not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and turn from the law to the right or to the left.
Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.
Think about God’s Word daily and obey it.
Joshua 1:7-8
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in
it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
Study, practice and teach God’s laws.
Ezra 7:8-10
Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. He had begun his journey
from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth
month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him. For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and
observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.
Fear God and turn away from evil.
Job 1:1 (NRSV)
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and upright, one
who feared God and turned away from evil.

Seek God and delight in His ways.
2 Chronicles 17:3-6 (NKJV)
Now the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father David; he did
not seek the Baals, but sought the God[a] of his father, and walked in His commandments and not
according to the acts of Israel. Therefore the Lord established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah
gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in abundance. And his heart took delight in
the ways of the Lord; moreover he removed the high places and wooden images from Judah.
Whatever you do for God, do it with all your heart.
2 Chronicles 31:20-21 (NKJV)
Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and true before the Lord
his God. And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, in the law and in the
commandment, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart. So he prospered.
Set your heart to understand and to humble yourself before God.
Daniel 10:10-12 (NKJV)
Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on the palms of my hands.
And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand
upright, for I have now been sent to you.” While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling.
Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand,
and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your
words.
Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly.
Micah 6:6-8
With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him
with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the
sin of my soul? He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Worship, pray and proclaim.
Luke 1:36-38
There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eightyfour. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to
the redemption of Jerusalem.

