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Did you recently adopt a pet from a Petfinder shelter? Get started with helpful pet care tips delivered to your inbox.
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Swarovski Jewelry That Must Sell is Going

AMY MARDER, V.M.D. for Next to Nothing! Hurry, Limited Supply!

“Malachy,” a beautiful, three-year-old neutered Persian cat, was brought in to see me soon after our new Learn Mare >
Center for Behavioral Therapy opened. Quite a confident kitty, Malachy made himself comfortable on our
consultation room couch shortly after Tish, his owner, let him out of the carrier. Tish had adopted Malachy “by
happenstance” when she was at her groomer’s shop with her cat Cormick. The groomer had acquired
Malachy from his previous owner, who could not keep him because he was fighting with the owner’s other SEARCH OUR ARTICI-ES
cat.
Find
Fortunately, Malachy and Cormick did not fight. In fact, the
two cats became fast friends who loved to play with and
chase each other. In his new household, however,

Malachy'’s toilet habits were far from perfect. Tish had her MURE ADOPTIUN RESUURGES

veterinarian check for medical problems that might explain

Malachy’s frequent “mistakes,” but none were found. Adoptable Pets by Breed

= . A New Pet Announcements
= A Tish had put up with Malachy’s housesoiling for a year i J !i Ln Read Our Blog
P before she came in to see me. Recently, the problem had g

Read Adoption Stori
become so bad that Malachy was either urinating or e option stories
Thinkstock defecating outside the litterbox once a day, and Tish Explore More >

decided she needed help.

Tish and her cats divided their time between an apartment in the city and a country home. Over the year, Tish

had provided a variety of litterboxes: some with hoods, some without, some in bathrooms, others in EVENTS NEAR YOU

bedrooms. At first Tish used plain clay litter, but most recently she had begun to use a clumpable form. Tish

scooped the boxes several times a day and changed the boxes completely once a month, so the cleanliness No events found near you. Click here to change
of the boxes was not in question. Malachy used the boxes, but he also used Tish’s furniture as a toilet. Her search parameters.

chairs and guestroom bed were his favorites.

View All Events Near You »

The Grass Is Always Greener?
After learning Malachy'’s history, | felt the cat was just not happy with the present state of his litterboxes and

was looking for alternatives. Like many Persians, he spent more time pawing the sides of the litterbox than
scratching in the litter. (Longhaired cats in general have a higher incidence of litterbox problems. It may be
that they don’t want to soil their long, flowing coats!)

With Tish’s help, | set up an experiment to find litterboxes that Malachy would prefer to his owner’s furniture. |
asked Tish to provide three large, unhooded litterboxes in both the city and the country. | asked her to
continue to use the clumpable litter in one, a section of newspaper in the second and old-fashioned coarse
clay litter in the third. Tish was to praise Malachy and give him a treat every time she saw him use a box.
Simultaneously, to break the furniture habit, | asked Tish to cover the chairs and bed with pieces of thick vinyl

carpet runner, prickly side up.

After the first few weeks it became apparent that Malachy preferred the plain clay litter to the clumpable kind UP TO 70% OFF Everything Home

(most cats choose the clumpable litter). The newspaper he didn’t use at all. Cormick was not picky and
reliably used any litter that was available. Then we gave Malachy three boxes of his chosen litter in each



Did you recently adopt a pet from a Petfinder shelter? Get started with helpful pet care tips delivered to your inbox.

° ABOUT PETFINDER PET ADOPTION PET-CARE TOPICS CORPORATE
About Us Dog Adoption Dog Care Partnerships
Help Cat Adoption Dog Breeds Privacy Policy
FOLLOW US Mobile Site & Apps Other Pet Adoption Cat Care Terms of Service
Petfinder Foundation Search Adoption Cat Breeds Careers
Free Widgets & Graphics Organizations All Pet Care
Press Pet-Adoption Stories Pet-Care Videos

For Shelters Local Adoption Events Helping Pets

For Developers Shelters & Rescues

All trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A., or used with permission.



