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Savoring the world only takes place when you get along. 
The world makes no sense without friendship. 

- Rwandan Proverb 







When I met my wife 
in 1994 we became 
fast friends and soon 
realized that we also 

shared the same love 
of a particular animal;  
the mountain gorilla. 


Twenty years later we 

made our dream a 
reality and visited the 
country of Rwanda... 


This is our permanent 

reminder of our time 
in this amazing country. 





Kigali



We got to visit the famous hotel that  
inspired the movie Hotel Rwanda  
on our travels in Kigali. The manager  
of this hotel saved over one thousand 
refugees during the genocide that  
occurred here in Rwanda in 1994. 






In Kigali we went on to visit the  
Genocide Memorial. This was  
an intense experience that  
highlighted the horror of what  
happened here in Rwanda in  
a way that we’ve never  
experienced before. 
From the pictures of those lost,  
to the skulls and bones of the  
deceased on display it was a  
stark and powerful reminder of 
this dark moment in history.  



Out of respect, we didn’t 
take any pictures within the 
memorial itself. Instead, we 
went outside and paid our 

respects in the gardens.  
The memorial itself stands on 

the mass grave of over a 
quarter of a million lost souls 
and serves as a permanent 

warning from the past. 




From Kigali we travelled to Musanze District and  
along the way we got our first look at the wildlife! 









At the end of our travel day 
we came upon our first sight 

of the Virunga Mountains. 


This beautiful range of  
mountains and volcanoes  

stretch across three different  
countries: Rwanda, Uganda  

as well as the Democratic  
Republic of Congo. 


We were going to be over 
9000 feet above sea level 
but the views alone were 

already proving to be  
absolutely breathtaking. 





We visited a primary school and gave them a ton of school supplies as welll as a quilt map 




From one emotional experience to another... We got to visit the children in their classrooms and 

upon entering they burst into song about how happy they were to see us. We introduced 
ourselves and took questions before handing over a football to the star student. It was a heart 
warming experience and overall was an incredibly rewarding day that we’ll never ever forget. 





The                
Gorillas







Trekking to find the gorillas is 
no easy task. We were up at 
5:45am and by 7am we were  
in a Land Rover heading to the  
base of the mountain ranges. 
Lower oxygen levels due to the 
height, along with humidity and  
temperatures near freezing  
made for a tough hike. None  
of that mattered, as excitement  
and adrenalin kept us going. 



















Our first encounter with the  
gorilla families was a visit to  
 the Susa group. This huge  
troop was originally studied 
by Dian Fossey and has 28 

members in the group.  


It was an incredibly long day 
and we spent over ten hours  

hiking out in the forest. You 
need to be fit to take this on! 







1. Susa          
2. Karisimbi 
3. Sabyinyo 
4. Amahoro 
5. Umubano 
6. Agasha 
7. Kwitonda 
8. Hirwa 
9. Bwenge 
10. Ugenda 

There are 10 groups that 
tourists are able to visit : 





The second day of hiking 
we took was completely  
different from the prior day. 
Thankfully, the temperature 
went up a few degrees and 
it actually stopped raining for 
a good chunk of time too. 
Our hike distance was also  
far more comfortable, which  
was a relief to our tired legs. 

This time, we visited Hirwa  
(Lucky) group and this  
handsome fellow’s name is  
Munyinya. He’s the dominant  
Silverback gorilla of the group. 











Best advice received on our 
trip? “STOP!” Stop moving,  

stop taking pictures and even 
stop thinking. Instead, just sit  
and take in just a wonderful,  

once in a lifetime moment. 


We watched the gorillas play 
without a care in the world. It 

was a very special hour spent  
with these wonderful animals.  









Golden  
Monkeys





The final day of trekking saw 
us visiting Golden Monkeys 
at the base of Mt. Sabyinyo. 


After the previous two days 

of fairly intense trekking, it  
was a great relief to have a  

short walk to see these very  
friendly creatures who were  

very happy to allow us to  
take these fantastic pictures.   









The  
People





The people of Rwanda are 
very friendly, hardworking  

and happy folks. There is a 
great deal of curiosity on the 
faces of the children which 

becomes a beaming grin  
when you wave to them.  

Even better, say “Muraho”,  
which means “Hello there!”  
in the local language here,  

which is Kinyarwanda. 











Flora  
and  

Fauna





This is actually a 
beehive and they 

are becoming a 
great new source 
of revenue for the 

country. I can 
confirm the honey 

here is amazing! 

















The  
Land





Otherwise known as the  
Parc National des Volcanos,  
this national park is home to  
five of the eight volcanoes in 
the Virunga Mountain range. 


The five volcanoes are:  

Karisimbi, Bisokey, Gahinga, 
Muhabura and Sabyinyo. 


The rich, volcanic soil in this 
region is perfect for farming 
and this area of Rwanda is  
 very dense with farmlands  

growing everything from  
bananas to tea and coffee. 

  





On our final day in Rwanda 
we got to stay at Virunga 

Lodge which is quite literally 
on top of a mountain, with 

incredible panoramic views  
of the mountains, volcanoes  

and lakes in the area.  


This was the view from our  
breakfast table of the twin 

lakes of Rwanda known as 
Burera and Ruhondo. 


It was a fantastic way for us 

to unwind and relax after  
the adventure we had taken. 





Close to the lodge and just  
a short walk away we found  

this dormant volcano. 


Here we saw that the local  
farmers had actually set up 
their crops on the inside of  

the now (thankfully) dormant 
volcano to grow their food. 


We must believe that this  

has to be the richest soil on 
planet and we would love to 

have gotten the chance to 
try some of the freshly  

picked produce from here. 






Sadly, it was time to begin 
our journey back to Kigali  

and then to our flight home.  


Our final journey gave us  
one last opportunity to take  

in the incredible sights of  
Rwanda as we reflected 

on this amazing trip. 


One thing we absolutely 
knew for certain is that this  

land had captured our souls 
and it’s very likely that we will 

return to this beautiful land  
one day, no matter what. 





One thing is for certain:   
A little piece of our hearts 
remain forever in Rwanda. 












The End                       
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