
Let’s turn over a new Leith. 

sunshine
YOUR GUIDE TO A CLEANER LEITH

Be a flyspotter.

Eight ways to get rid 
of your old stuff  
(and they’re all legal).

Do the quiz for  
a chance to win 
a T-shirt.
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DEAR  
LEITHERS
A note about the Zero 
Waste Leith project

When the sunshine’s splitting the paving stones, Leith Walk’s 
jumping and the football team’s playing well, there’s no better 
place to be than Leith. We live and work in one of the greatest 
neighbourhoods in Scotland, with a community spirit to be 
proud of.

Now that Leith’s been chosen to be one of Scotland’s Zero 
Waste Towns, we’ve a chance to make it even better. Zero 
Waste Leith is all about turning Leith into a clean and vibrant 
place where nothing’s wasted. 

Obviously, that’s not going to happen overnight. And we’ll 
need to work together to change the attitude that some 
folk have that it’s okay to dump their unwanted stuff on the 
pavement which ruins the street for all of us. We’ve got to 
make it a pleasure for people to be out and about in our 
streets and parks.

At the start of the year we sent out a survey asking Leithers 
what they thought about flytipping. Eight out of ten of you said 
it was a big problem that affected you personally. But with 
a wee bit of help from you and your neighbours we stand a 
good chance of changing things for the better.

In the following pages we’ll show you how easy it is to get rid 
of those big items you don’t want any more and we’ll let you 
know how you can report flytipping. 

So get turning the pages and let’s turn over a new Leith.

Hannah Milne 
Zero Waste Leith Co-ordinator
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Don’t mess with Leith
What exactly is flytipping and why is it spoiling Leith?
Our survey results showed that some Leithers weren’t sure 
exactly what flytipping was. So we thought we should spell it out 
so nobody’s left in any doubt. Dumping anything on the street is 
flytipping. Putting a bin bag next to the bin instead of in the bin is 
flytipping. Leaving your old sofa, telly, fridge or mattress on the 
pavement is flytipping. Breaking up old furniture you don’t want  
and leaving it at the kerbside is flytipping. It’s illegal. It’s anti-social. 
You can be fined £200 if you’re caught doing it. And it makes the 
street look untidy – no one enjoys walking down a messy street.

Here’s what some Leithers we spoke to 
said about flytipping:

“They sneak down the stairs at night when 
nobody’s looking. They know it’s wrong.  
Then we all have to pay the clean-up costs 
through our council taxes.”  (Steph)

“Sometimes it’s people from outside the area 
like landlords or people with Air B&Bs. They 
change the furniture in their flats and leave the 
old stuff on our pavements. But sometimes 
it’s lazy locals. A few selfish folk can spoil the 
street for everyone.”  (Gurbachan)

“Just one flytipper can spoil the street 
for all of us. They dump a mattress.  

That makes it okay for someone  
else to dump a fridge. So someone  

else thinks it’s ok to spray graffiti. 
Before you know it, they’ve turned  

a tidy street into a midden.”   
(Mary)

“With £5 council uplifts, a local 
recycling centre and charity 
shops who are happy to take old 
things in good condition, there’s 
no excuse for it any more.”   
(Peter)
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Things are picking up
Eight (legal) ways to get rid of stuff. 

If your item is in good enough condition to be  
used by someone else, you have these options:

1. The Re-Use Line: they collect bed-frames, mattresses, 
bookcases, chests of drawers, dressing tables, washing 
machines, chairs, wardrobes, electric cookers and bikes. 
They won’t take TVs or TV cabinets and stands, small 
household electricals, damaged items, or sofas and 
armchairs without fire safety tags. Phone them free on 0800 0665 820 
or use the online form: recycleforscotland.com/donate-re-use-line-now.

2. Charity shops:  some of them are happy to accept larger things in 
working condition like electric cookers, fridges or furniture. Some shops 
can only take smaller things. Changeworks Charity Shop and Reuse Map 
will help you check which shops take what:  changeworks.proggable.com.

3. Online: it’s worth trying sites like Freegle (ilovefreegle.org), Freecycle 
(freecycle.org) and Gumtree (gumtree.com/Edinburgh) where people are 
looking for second-hand goods. There are also a number of Facebook 
groups, such as ‘I LOVE LEITH’) where you can give away your things.

4. Edinburgh Remakery: they’re working with the local charity, CHAI, 
to deliver a furniture reuse service which provides free furniture to help 
people who are coming out of homelessness set up starter homes. 
Call them on 0131 629 9358 if you’ve got furniture you’d like to donate.

If your items can’t be repaired or used by someone else, 
you can choose one of these options:

5. Household Waste Recycling Centres: load your stuff into your car 
or team up with a friend who has a car and take it to Seafield or one of the 
two other centres in Edinburgh. Trade/business waste is not accepted. 
Find out more about what you can take there on page 8.

6. Council bulky uplift service: 
Go to edinburgh.gov.uk/bulkywaste 
to book an uplift. They’ll charge 
£5 per item. You can ask them to 
collect up to ten large household 
items, such as mattresses, furniture, 
carpets, washing machines, fridge- 
freezers and TVs. All items collected 
will be sorted for recycling where possible. 
Your items should be on the kerbside for 
collection by 7am on the day you booked. 

7. Man With A Van: you can hire a reputable waste disposal company to 
remove your stuff. (Look online or in the phonebook.) Make sure they’re 
SEPA-registered and ask them where they plan to dispose of your waste. 
Remember, you can be fined too if they dump it illegally.

8. Retailers: lots of white goods retailers will take away your old fridge, 
cooker or washing machine for a small fee or for free when you buy 
a new one. So it’s well worth shopping around to save yourself the 
hassle of disposal.

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE
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Get it sorted at Seafield
Seafield Household Waste Recycling Centre (Fillyside Road EH7 6RD), 
on the outskirts of Leith, is one of the city’s three recycling centres where 
you can take your unwanted stuff to be sorted and recycled. If you don’t 
have a car of your own, ask a friend. You can take almost anything as long 
as it’s domestic waste. To check out the opening hours and the full list of 
items you can take there visit edinburgh.gov.uk/recyclingcentres.
The grid below shows some of the things they take:

And here are some of the things 
they won’t take:
• Liquid paint – all paint must be

dried out or have sand or cat 
litter added

• Fuels: petrol and diesel
• Explosives: fireworks,

flares and airbags
• Firearms
• Fire extinguishers
• Diving bottles for scuba-diving
• Poisons
• Asbestos or materials

containing asbestos
• Biological waste
• Heavy metals: mercury, 

thermometers and barometer
• Any commercial or trade waste.

weee

Electrical furniture

fluorescent 
tubes Mattresses

Hardcore 
& rubble

Cooking Oil Scrap metal

Wood & 
timber

Paint Tyres

mdf Toys Car battery

Soil Clothes Used 
engine oil

Garden waste Textiles

Carpet Gas bottles



1110

Be a flyspotter Keeping it legal
It only takes one or two sneaky flytippers to turn a whole street into  
a dumping ground.

If you and your neighbours know who’s doing it you can report them  
to the council online: edinburgh.gov.uk/flytipping. 

Go to the same web address if you spot flytipped items on public land  
and the street cleansing team will come and take them  away.

It’s up to you to store and dispose of your waste legally.

You can’t just put anything out on the street for the bin operators  
to take away. That’s illegal and the penalty’s £200. 

You’ll need to arrange with the council to get it lifted. They charge  
£5 per item.

You could pay a private company to take it away for you. But you’ll  
need to ask them for proof they’re registered with SEPA. 

Ask them exactly where they’re taking your waste and be suspicious  
of anyone whose price is too low. 

If someone dumps your waste and gets caught, you could get done  
for it too.

If you ask friends or family to get rid of stuff for you, they’ll need  
to take it to a recycling centre. If they get rid of it illegally, you’ll be  
held responsible.

If you bring stuff to the household waste recycling centre yourself you 
may need to prove it’s yours so bring some ID with you.

Finally, if you hire anybody to do work in your house, it’s up to them to  
get rid of any waste legally. 

So check their plans for disposing of it and make sure the cost is  
included in your quote.



1312

Fly spy with my little eye There are lots of things that don’t belong in this picture of Dalmeny 
Street Play Park: five old sofas, five broken washing machines, five dirty 
mattresses and five smashed television sets. See if you can find them all.
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Quiz
See how fly you are. Try our quick quiz.  
You’ll find all the answers in this booklet.  
All correct answers go into a prize  
draw to win one of five Flyspotting  
T-shirts. Email your answers to  
zerowasteleith@changeworks.org.uk  
for a chance to win.  Closing date for  
entries is 12 noon on 15th June 2018.  
The winners will be notified by email.  
Full terms and conditions here:  
www.changeworks.org.uk/legal-and-privacy.

1. How much does the council charge to uplift a heavy item?

2. What’s the slogan for Zero Waste Leith?

3. How much can you be fined for flytipping?

4. Where is your local recycling centre?

5. Which of these are flytipping:

a) Putting a black bin-bag in the landfill bin?

b) Leaving a black bin-bag next to the bins?

c) Dumping a mattress on the street?

Together 
we can  
turn over  
a new Leith.
Zero Waste Leith is a project funded by Zero Waste Scotland and the European 
Regional Development Fund and supported by the following organisations:

 



F
lyspotting

Choose a chair. Choose a fridge. Choose 

a free-standing fridge-freezer. Choose 

a tubby 3-seater sofa in soft teal with 

contrasting cushions. Choose an energy-

efficient fake Aga cooker with a baker-style 

window so you can see your buns rising. 

Choose a pocket spring zip link memory 

foam mattress. Choose a state-of-the-art, 

sixty-four inch, 300-channel widescreen 

home entertainment system with 

integrated Bluetooth speakers wireless 

surround sound and three separate 

remotes. Choose a self-flushing, self-

drying comfort-height toilet with a soft-

close heated seat, luxury wash-dry bidet 

features and automatic bum-skoosher.

But see when you’re finished with it, 

please choose not to dump it on the 

street. To book a £5 per item uplift, go 

to edinburgh.gov.uk/bulky waste.

Choose clean streets.

Choose Leith.


