The Brooke ~ November ~ 2016
“The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's
household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and whoever curses you, I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you."
Genesis 12:1-3
Dear Brooke Road Family,
Greetings in Christ!
After God created the world, God created Adam and Eve in the image of God. And then God
blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on
the ground. I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that
has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. ”
Like this creation story, God created us and sent us into this world to bless us. And God made us
for a blessing. It’s important that we realize our identity as God’s ambassadors of blessing for
people in need. When we go to the grocery store, we see many vegetable and fruits. They look
good and beautiful. At that time, did you think God prepared them for you? Yes, God made all of the
fruits and vegetables for you. As God blessed Adam, Eve, and Abraham, God blessed you, too as
God’s precious treasure.
We are now in the middle of our Stewardship Campaign. The key point of Stewardship is to express
our thanksgiving to the Lord, which God has done for us this year. As our parents did their best for
us, God always tries to do the same for us, even though we might not know it. When God told
Abraham his intention, he believed God’s word and left his homeland, going toward God’s promise
land as Moses did. Because of his obedience and belief, God made him a great servant who had
the power of Blessing. Abraham received this blessing of God because of his faith and managed
the blessings wisely, sharing the blessings with others, including his children.
The blessing of God is still available to us, but it’s important to have the right attitude for receiving it.
When we receive God’s blessings with joy and conviction, it works in our daily life. If we don’t
believe the blessing of God, it will be reserved. It’s important we believe God already sent his
blessings for us. We should be ready to receive his blessings. We should be faithful, managing his
blessings for his kingdom and his people. We should be ready to share his blessings with others.
Receiving, managing, and sharing are very important processes necessary to experience God’s
total blessings in our life.
Let us have healthy lives and hopeful futures in God’s blessings. Share his blessings with others.
Let us be a blessing to God. Let our church be healthy and hopeful for our next generation.
May God bless you in this wonderful harvest season.
Pastor Chung
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Directory Updates

Richard & Sharon Albee
Cal & Sandy McCallum
1416 Stone Bridge Crossing 6567 Stonehill Way
Rockford, IL 61108
Rockford, IL 61108

Marge Rose
13134 Foxglove Lane
Winnebago, IL 61088

Dale & Leslie Stanford
2032 Hillsdown
Davis, IL 61019

Advent Study

Thursdays ~ December 1st - December 22nd
Morning class ~ 10:00am ~ led by Pastor Chung Nam Kwak
Evening class ~ 5:30pm ~ led by Leslie Stanford
Down to Earth
The Hopes & Fears of All the Years Are Met in Thee Tonight
When Heaven Comes Down to Earth, Greatness Gets Redefined.
A virgin birth. God’s son… a helpless baby. Fleeing certain death. Nothing about the Christmas story
is ordinary. Mike Slaughter says it’s enough to confound the mind and make the heart contrite. In his
book, Down to Earth, Slaughter presents a four-week Advent study that opens up God’s Christmas
surprise to us and examines how it changed everything.
The cost of the book is $12.00 ~ Scholarships are available.
Please sign up in narthex so we can order class material.

Gift Wrapping Fundraiser
All hands on deck! We still need LOTS of help with this project. On the following days we will be
wrapping gifts at CherryVale Mall’s Gift- Wrapping Center:
November 25, 26, 27 and December 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24.
Here’s where the “fundraiser” part comes in: we are able to accept any money shoppers donate
for the convenience of having their gifts wrapped. Can’t get much easier than that for a
fundraiser! It does take a lot of time and wrappers, but we have loads of fun in the process.
We will also be wrapping gifts at Barnes and Noble on the following dates:
December 16, 19, 20, and 24.
If you can donate time on any of the dates listed above, please check sign-up sheets in Narthex
or contact church office (815-398-8914). Happy wrapping!
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Rockford Choral Union presents

By George Frederick Handel

71th Annual Presentation
Saturday ~ November 26, 2016 ~ 4:00pm
Sunday ~ November 27, 2016~ 3:00pm

Trinity Lutheran Church
200 North First Street
Rockford, IL 61107
No tickets necessary.
A free-will offering will be received at each performance.
Free parking is available.

Parable of Talents

Jesus told a story. One servant was given five talents, one was given two talents, and the last was
given one. A talent was equivalent to fifteen years of daily wages. It was a great amount of wealth.
The servants were entrusted with the master’s money while he was away. When the master returned,
the servants were asked to give an account of their handling of the money. The servant given five
talents traded them and made five more. The servant who was given two talents traded as well and
made two more. The third servant, the one given one talent, hid the money in fear of his master.
When the third servant returned the money, the master was not happy and told him that he should
have at least put it in the bank to gain interest.
Matthew 25:14-30
God has given us many blessings – spiritual and financial – and the resources to put them to good
use. The lesson of this living parable is to take the seed money given today and increase it for the
support of mission. Some ideas: making crafts, investing the money, doing a special job using the
seed money, using your earnings…… the ideas are endless! Tables will be set up each Sunday
morning (through November 20) in the lobby as a “Parables Marketplace” to provide a venue for sharing your wares. On November 27th we will bring back our multiplied gifts and return them in offering
for the mission of Christ’s Church. The point is not to see who can do the most, but to help us concentrate on doing something wonderful and creative for God.

Thank you for participating in Parable of Talents
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This Christmas, we return to the scene of a humble manger where the great
Light of the world was born. We join with the shepherds and angels - in awe of
God’s Love come to earth. Amidst the noise and distractions, we still our hearts
as we bow before Him and worship the one true King.
Join us Sunday, December 11th during 10:00am Worship to hear this year’s
Christmas Cantata, “Come Let Us Adore” directed by Vicki Jacobson.

Stewardship Campaign

“Experiencing the Joy of Generosity!” series continues Sunday mornings during worship through
November 13, 2016, which is Commitment Sunday. Please join us during this series. Commitment
cards can be returned during worship on the 13th, or turned into church office anytime.

Christmas
Poinsettias
Brooke Road members and friends are invited to order and purchase Christmas
Poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary Christmas Eve. Please indicate below how
many plants you wish to purchase, and in whose honor or memory you wish to dedicate
them. You are invited to take your poinsettias home following the Christmas Eve Service.
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________
# of plants ($9.25 each):

Red _________ White

_________

Pink _________ Marble _________
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
In honor of:

___________________________________________________________________

Please enclose payment of $9.25 for each poinsettia with this form and
return to the church office no later than Sunday, December 4, 2016. Please make
check payable to Brooke Road UMC and note “Poinsettia” on memo line. Thank you.
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All Saints Sunday

During worship Sunday, November 6, 2016 we will celebrate those saints from The Brooke who have
died this past year. A special invitation has been sent to families of those saints. Following this special
celebration, the congregation will be invited to bring their own flowers to place in chancel area,
remembering saints special to them.

Church Potluck

Sunday ~ November 13, 2016
Following worship

Church Conference

Sunday ~ November 13, 2016
SPRC ~ 2:00pm
Church Conference ~ 3:00pm

Rada Cutlery Fundraiser

The Finance Committee is sponsoring a fund-raiser with Rada Cutlery. Rada Cutlery is quality
cutlery, 100% made in the USA. The company offers cutlery, kitchen utensils, serving utensils,
cookbooks, mixes and spices, and even cheese balls! There is no shipping charge, and the church
receives 40% of the total amount of the order.
We will have catalogs and order sheets in the narthex on October 15. Please indicate your name,
item, item #, and price. You must pay for your items at the time of the order. Depending on the
response, we will determine the frequency of order placement. We will close the fundraiser by
December 1, so we will have everything in time for the Christmas Holidays. There are plenty of
catalogs, so feel free to take one to show to family or friends!

Thanks to Schnuck’s!!

When we show our eScrip customer cards, Schnuck’s remits 1-3% of purchases to the church,
depending on the amount individuals spend each month. Some previous years’ rebates were:
2010 - $ 340.63
2011 - $ 605.59
2012 - $1286.95
2013 - $1137.46
2014 - $1073.08
Our rebates have decreased substantially since then. In October, 2016, we received $39.27,
Plus $26.65 for cards previously linked to Broadway UMC.

Cookie Exchange

We’ll be having lunch and a cookie exchange following church
December 4, 2016. Bring 2 or 3 dozen of your favorite Christmas
cookies and a container to take some home. We’ll have a light lunch,
then the swap begins. We’ll also have some gingerbread men ready
for decorating.

Wish List

Saturday
November 26, 2016
9:00am

Forever Postage stamps
8 1/2 x 11” white paper
8 1/2 x 11” colored paper
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Monthly Finance Update

The Finance Committee has provided the following Current Fund information:
October income: $8606.25
October disbursements: $11,173.72
This information is always available by contacting
Linda Johnson (Finance Chair), or Sandy McCallum (Treasurer).

Diabetes Group

The six regular members would like to invite any of you interested in diabetes management/diabetes
to join us on Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 10 AM to discuss issues related to diabetes.
We have interesting and lively discussions each month that help us to manage the daily tasks that
are required for healthy management. This is a time for fellowship as well.

United Methodist Women (UMW)

Thank you for your donations to our current Mission Project for MAYA’s House. Collection of diapers
and wipes goes through November 6.
Our November meeting is on the 8th at 1 PM. The program presentation by RAASE (Rockford
Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation) will begin at 1PM. After the program, we will have fellowship followed by our meeting. Charlene Mason is our Hostess.
November is also the month when we give our Thank Offering. Thank Offering is additional giving
that takes place throughout the year as each person finds themselves grateful for an event or time.
A person may have a box or other container to collect the offering given in thanks. Thank Offering
goes to support UMW missions.
Our Reading Program is growing and we now have several books in the library that cover the
following categories:
Education for Mission Leadership Development Nurturing for Community
Social Action
Spiritual Growth
Check inside the cover of the book to see which category the book is from. We will be adding to the
selection this month so there will be new titles for you to select from. For instance, if you want to do
further reading about human trafficking, select The White Umbrella from the Social Action category.
This book by Mary Francis Bowley is about walking with survivors of sex trafficking.

SAVE THE DATE AND RESPOND!
RAASE Volunteer Basic
Following the presentation we will host volunteer round
table discussions. Potential volunteers will hear more about
our awareness and development opportunities. You'll also
learn about the additional training required for our new future
advocacy program.
Please RSVP via email by November 1
to Lori@RAASE.net with your name and phone number.
You may also call 888-823-2364 and leave a voicemail with
your contact information.
We are excited to offer volunteer opportunities for the first time!
If you are interested in volunteering for RAASE, we want to hear from you...
Volunteering requires attendance at our one hour Human Trafficking 101 presentation which will be
offered at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 10 at the YWCA, 4990 East State Street.
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Fourth Annual Free Thanksgiving Dinner
If you don’t have a place to share Thanksgiving Dinner,
feel free to come and share with our church family.

Thursday ~ November 24, 2016

Dinner served 11:00am - 1:00pm
(or while supplies last)
Sorry ~ no carry-outs
Brooke Road United Methodist Church
1404 Brooke Road ~ Rockford, IL 61109
(handicap accessible at west entrance)
If you have questions, call the church office at 815-398-8914.
There will be sign-up sheets in the Narthex for people who would like to help.
Lists will include: 1. People to help with pre-Thursday prep
2. People to help Thanksgiving Day
The dinner is open to EVERYONE! You don’t have to be homeless or poor. It’s a way to come
share a meal with your extended family. At family reunions, you don’t always know everyone
there. Come to our Thanksgiving Dinner and you will meet more of God’s family.
WE ARE ALL THE CHILDREN OF GOD!
If you have questions contact
the church office at 815-398-8914
or Leslie Stanford at 815-713-7786.

Thanksgiving Sunday

Bring canned goods to offer at altar during worship Sunday, November 20, 2016.

Outreach Team

Calendar Sale
These beautiful 2016 calendars make nice gifts for Christmas!
Proceeds will go to the church’s Current Fund. If interested,
please sign up in narthex.
Thanksgiving Food Boxes
Outreach will be collecting food for six baskets to be donated to
Children’s Home & Aid. Items needed are listed in narthex and
need to be at church by November 20, 2016.
We are also accepting names of friends/families who are in need of a Thanksgiving food basket.
Please place completed form (available in narthex) in Lori’s church mailbox by November 13, 2016.
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November
Birthdays & Anniversaries
1st
Jim Groff
Connie Harker
5th
Mary Danekas
8th
Lori Harvel
10th
Jack Schelin
11th
Michael Dobbs
13th
Barb Quinn
17th
Bentley Pirrello

20th
Patrick Cowan
21st
Linda Ace
22nd
Phil Schwab
24th
Jim Zimmerman
27th
Mike Aube
28th
Marion Carlson
Don Olson
29th
Georgia Joiner
Irene Stepp

11th
Don & Char Doyle
13th
Jerry & Linda Johnson
18th
Don & Mary Olson
24th
Robert & Jacki Shaver

Our Military

Matt Cowan, Matt Crabtree, Scott Dickson,
Thomas Helser, Will Hoyum, Ian Long, Joshua Mattson,
Jonathan Modler, Jerry Nettles, Stacy Huser,
Christine Tornow, Tommy Turnure, Ryan & Kate (Vowles) Levack

Our Homebound

Pauline Arnsmeier, June Durham, Jean Nimz,
John Pippel, John Sauer, Doug Skrinski, Mildred Skrinski

Family and Friends

Boots Baxter, Chris Beebe, Dorothy Benjamin, Marion Carlson,
Dorothy Carpenter, Char Doyle, Kim Fahlbeck, Mike McClanahan,
Charlene Taylor, Laurece Thompson, Shirley Walker, Pearl Weaver, Barb Williams
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November
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
11:00am
Pray for Nation

Wednesday
2

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

1:00pm
Latin America Study
6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

6

7

9:00am
Go Fish
10:00am
Worship
Following Worship
Parable Marketplace

13

5:30pm
Christian Ed

8

9

1:00pm
UMW

1:00pm
Latin America Study

5:30pm
Finance
6:30pm
Trustees

14

9:00am
Go Fish

15
10:30am
Paper Angel
Closet

10:00am
Worship
Following Worship
Parable Marketplace
Church Potluck

6:30pm
Council

2:00pm
SPRC
3:00
Church Conference
20

21

22

9:00am
Go Fish

7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

16
10:00am
Diabetes Group

6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

23

7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

Senior Ministries
Potluck
6:00pm
Book Group at Warners’

10:00am
Worship
Noon - 9:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall

24

25

9:00am - 9:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall

1:00pm
Latin America Study

Following Worship
Parable Marketplace

9:00am
Go Fish

9:30am
SPRC

1:00pm
Latin America Study

9:00am
Breakfast Club

10:00am
Worship

27

9:00am
Decorate Church

28
12:30pm
Serve lunch
at Carpenter’s
Place

29

30
1:00pm
Latin America Study
6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

11:00am - 1:00pm
Free
Thanksgiving Dinner

26
9:00am
Decorate church
for Advent and
Christmas
9:00am - 9:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall

Our Mission at The Brooke is…..
to transform lives
through faith, love, and service.

Our Vision for The Brooke is…..

to be a transforming congregation
of believers to serve the community,
renew lives, and build faith.

BROOKE ROAD
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1404 BROOKE ROAD
ROCKFORD, IL 61109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours

Monday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Tuesday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Wednesday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Friday
CLOSED
Phone: 815-398-8914
Fax:
815-398-8911
www.the-brooke.org
Email: brookeroadumc@outlook.com

Sermons and Scripture
November 6

All Saints Sunday
“The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings”
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30

Sunday Morning Schedule
Go Fish Bible Study ~ 9:00am

November 13

“The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings”
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37

November 20

Worship ~ 10:00am
Nursery available for NB - 4 years
(Children’s Sunday School
during Worship)

“Jesus Is the Head of the Church”
Scripture: Colossians 1:11-20

Fellowship ~ Following Worship

November 27

“No One Knows about that Day or Hour”
Scripture: Matthew 24:36-44

