The Brooke ~ November ~ 2017
During the last three Sundays in November, I will be preaching about tithing. I pray that,
during this time, I give you encouragement and understanding of what tithing truly means.
It has been customary for some time now for households to offer God their “leftovers.”
For example, people would look over their household finances and plan their budgets according to
their projected earnings. Provisions would be set aside to pay the bills and perhaps savings for
unexpected expenses. However, after everything has been paid for, whatever is left over is what
the Church receives. Today‟s understanding of Christian stewardship is much different. We express our love and gratitude for the many blessings God has given us. The love we have for God,
in support of Christ‟s ministries, is reflected in our stewardship gift.
You are invited to plan your gift to God – giving back a fair and generous percentage of all the
blessings God has bestowed upon you. If you have not pledged in the past, we invite you to join us
in 2018. If you have pledged in the past, we sincerely thank you for your continued generosity!
We further invite you to prayerfully consider an increase in your gift.
Next week 2018 commitment cards will be distributed to members of The Brooke.
These cards enable the church leaders to know what contributions of financial resources we can
depend on for the coming year. It is one of the most important things you can do to help us plan
God‟s work for the year ahead.
The coming year brings so much hope and promise! We hope to fulfill our apportionment to the
Northern Illinois Conference. We hope to make more disciples for Jesus Christ with our increased
giving to community collaboratives, such as One Body and Carpenter‟s Place. We hope to teach
more children that they are loved and welcomed here. We hope all this and we remember that,
together, we are one in Christ.

Example of a
5% Weekly Gift

Example of a
10% Weekly Gift

Annual
Income

Amount
per Week

Total
Giving

$30,000.00

$29.00

$1,508.00

$50,000.00

$48.00

$2,496.00

$70,000.00

$67.00

$3,484.00

$100,000.00

$96.00

$4,992.00

Annual
Income

Amount
per Week

Total
Giving

$30,000.00

$58.00

$3,016.00

$50,000.00

$96.00

$4,992.00

$70,000.00

$134.00

$6,968.00

$100,000.00

$192.00

$9,984.00
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Sermon Foci for November 2017
November 5 – Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost (All Saints Day and Communion Sunday)
Readings: Joshua 3:7-17 and Matthew 5:1-12
Scripture Focus: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven – Matthew 5:12a
Sermon Title: Blessed
Today, we settle down to hear Jesus teach his first disciples with a large crowd in the background. Jesus sets us straight about who, and what, God‟s kingdom is blessing in the world. He is
describing how we are to live as God‟s people in this world. Not simply by calling attention to all the
ways God has blessed us personally, but being a blessing for others. For when we become a blessing
for others, we can have a taste – an appetizer, if you will – of what heaven will be like.
November 12 – Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost (First Sunday of Stewardship Series)
Readings: Genesis 4:1-16
Scripture Focus: Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground - Genesis 4:2b
Sermon Title: In Tithing, Are you Cain or Abel?
Have you ever wondered why God favored Abel over Cain? This is because Abel was “tithing.”
Tithing is one of the first examples of sacrificial giving found in the Bible. Today, let‟s explore the
meaning of “tithing” beyond the definition of “10% of our income.” Tithing means way more than that
simple definition.
November 19 – Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Second Sunday of Stewardship Series)
Readings: Deuteronomy 26:1-15
Scripture Focus: “ „So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given
me.‟ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God.” Deuteronomy 26:10
Sermon Title: Nancy, do not touch the food!
Did you notice the title for our message today? I was told that reprimand countless times while growing
up in the Philippines. That‟s because a buffet table that has been picked over does not look as appetizing as one that has been neatly laid out with love and care. So, what does our giving to God look
like? Have we carefully laid it out before our Lord, proudly displaying what we have done with what was
given to us?
November 26 – Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost (Third Sunday of Stewardship Series)
Readings: Acts 2:37-47
Scripture Focus: All who believed were together and had all things in common - Acts 2:44
Sermon Title: The First Christians
How do new groups flourish? Don‟t new groups tend to pool resources together for the greater
good? This is exactly how the first Christians started. They were the ones who understood what it
meant to help others in need because they saw how it was done firsthand – by Jesus himself! Let us
not forget that this is how Jesus taught his disciples. Jesus taught them to share with those in need.

Our Mission at The Brooke Is…..
to transform lives
through faith, love, and service.

Open House
Saturday ~ November 18
Noon - 3:00pm

Our Vision for The Brooke is…..
to be a transforming congregation of believers
to serve the community, renew lives, and build faith.

at parsonage
4949 Radnor Drive
Rockford, IL 61109
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Christian Education
Adult Bible Study for the winter quarter will begin Sunday, December 3 at 9:00 AM. We will be using
Adult Bible Studies from Universal Studies. There is a quarterly student manual and a weekly
current event update to connect each week‟s lesson to a timely event or topic. The general topics
this quarter are:
The Early Church Proclaims Faith in Christ
A Living Faith in God
Self-Controlled, Upright, and Godly Faith
A special Advent Study will begin Monday, December 4 at 6:00 PM at the parsonage. Pastor Nancy
will lead a study of the book The Journey ~ The Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. Books are
available at no cost to participants.

Rules of Christ Training

This training is being sponsored by the Staff Parish Relationship Committee (SPRC)
on Saturday, November 11, 2017 from 9 – 11 AM.
Who should attend? Committee Chairs and members and anyone else who is interested.
Jackie Wills, a trainer from the conference will lead the session. “Rules of Christ promotes good
communication and offers a structured way to deal with concerns that can arise in a congregation”.
Please sign up so we know space needed and refreshments.

Gift Wrapping Fundraiser
All hands on deck! We still need LOTS of help with this project. On the following days we will be
wrapping gifts at CherryVale Mall’s Gift-Wrapping Center:
November 24, 25, 26 and December 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24
Here‟s where the “fundraiser” part comes in: we are able to accept any money shoppers donate
for the convenience of having their gifts wrapped. Can‟t get much easier than that for a fundraiser!
It does take a lot of time and wrappers, but we have loads of fun in the process.
We will also be wrapping gifts at Barnes and Noble on the following dates:
December 21, 22, 23 and 24.
If you can donate time on any of the dates listed above, please check sign-up sheets in narthex
or contact church office (815-398-8914). Happy wrapping!

november 2017 • the brooke • 4

Rockford Choral Union presents

By George Frederick Handel

72nd Annual Presentation
Saturday ~ November 24, 2017~ 3:00pm
Sunday ~ November 25, 2017~ 3:00pm

Trinity Lutheran Church
200 North First Street
Rockford, IL 61107
No tickets necessary.
A free-will offering will be received at each performance.
Free parking is available.

Free Thanksgiving Dinner
Court Street UMC
215 North Court Street
Rockford, IL 61103
Thursday, November 23, 2017
11:00am - 1:00pm
Donations needed: store-baked or frozen pies
Cash donations to: Court Street United Methodist Church (check memo: Thanksgiving Dinner)
Volunteers needed: Please call Jan at 815-964-4520
Leftover food will be shared with other programs serving the poor and hungry in our community.
Please call 815-962-6061 at Court Street UMC if you need more information.
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On a quiet, calm night in Bethlehem, heaven's light broke through the
darkness with the birth of Christ. Shepherds and wise men joined a host
of angels to rejoice in this divine arrival on earth. 2,000 years later, we
reflect on how this single event in a humble stable would change the rest
of history.
Join us Sunday, December 24th during 10:00am Worship to hear this
year‟s Christmas Cantata, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” directed by
Vicki Jacobson.

Stewardship Campaign

Our stewardship series will run Sunday mornings during worship (November 12, 19, & 26).
Commitment cards (to be distributed in early November) can be returned during worship on the 26th,
or turned into church office anytime.

Christmas
Poinsettias
Brooke Road members and friends are invited to order and purchase Christmas
Poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary Christmas Eve. Please indicate below how
many plants you wish to purchase, and in whose honor or memory you wish to dedicate
them. You are invited to take your poinsettias home following the Christmas Eve Service.
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________
# of plants ($9.25 each):

Red _________ White

_________

Pink _________ Marble _________
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
In honor of:

___________________________________________________________________

Please enclose payment of $9.25 for each poinsettia with this form and
return to the church office no later than Sunday, November 26, 2017. Please make
check payable to Brooke Road UMC and note “Poinsettia” on memo line. Thank you.
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Wish List

Forever Postage stamps

Saturday
December 2, 2017
9:00am

8 1/2 x 14” white paper

United Methodist Women (UMW)

Thank you! Thank you! We collected 79 flashlights with batteries for Rock House Kids.
They appreciated that we chose them to support.
Just a note about the kitchen: we are trying to keep things in place and keep the areas as clean as
possible. We ask that if you want to save something non-refrigerated that it be in a closed plastic
container. For items in the refrigerator, please put the date on the package. The refrigerator will be
cleaned monthly.
The November 14, 2017 meeting will be at 1 PM in Founder‟s Hall. Nancy Wickson will present the
program on Thank Offering and we will take up the Thank Offerings we have saved over the year.
Our hostess is Joella Warner.

Diabetes Group

The Diabetes Group will meet on Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at 10 AM in the Library.
The holidays are upon us and as managers of our diabetes, we need to plan ahead.
Enjoy the holidays and stay healthy.

Fellowship

As of this fall, there is a new protocol for Fellowship time after worship. Thanks to Ray Scribner for
getting the coffee ready and to Carol Scribner for helping to set out the items needed. The following
people have donated the “goodies” in October: Sharon Albee, Joella Warner, Ann Phillips, Sandy
McCallum, Hazel Dyke and Mickey Navarro. The clean-up of Fellowship is being taken care of by
Alvin Vidad, thank you so much. “Goodies” for November will be provided by:
November 5 - Joella Warner
November 19 - Nancy Vidad and Char Doyle
November 12 - Ann Phillips
November 26 - Nancy Wickson
December Sundays are taken so will need your help beginning January 2018.

Outreach Team
Calendar Sale
These beautiful 2018 calendars make nice gifts for Christmas!
Proceeds will go to the church‟s Current Fund. If interested, please sign up in narthex.
Thanksgiving Food Boxes
Six boxes will be donated to Children‟s Home and Aid (donation list in narthex).
Six boxes will also go to local families. If you know a local family in need of food this
holiday season, please place completed form (available in narthex) in Lori‟s church mailbox.
We will be doing the same for Christmas.
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November
Birthdays & Anniversaries
1st
Jim Groff
Connie Harker
5th
Mary Danekas
8th
Lori Harvel
10th
Jack Schelin
11th
Michael Dobbs
13th
Barb Quinn
17th
Bentley Pirrello

20th
Patrick Cowan
Alvin Vidad
21st
Linda Ace
22nd
Phil Schwab
24th
Jim Zimmerman
27th
Mike Aube
28th
Don Olson
29th
Georgia Joiner
Irene Stepp

11th
Don & Char Doyle
13th
Jerry & Linda Johnson
18th
Don & Mary Olson
24th
Robert & Jacki Shaver

Our Military

Matt Cowan, Matt Crabtree, Scott Dickson,
Thomas Helser, Will Hoyum, Ian Long, Joshua Mattson,
Jonathan Modler, Jerry Nettles, Stacy Huser,
Christine Tornow, Tommy Turnure, Kate Levack

Our Homebound

Lillian Dietz, June Durham, Ardene Friest,
John Pippel, John Sauer, Doug Skrinski, Charlene Taylor

Family and Friends

Chris Beebe, Dorothy Benjamin, Rick Bried, Family of Marion Carlson,
Dorothy Carpenter, Mike McClanahan, Bob Poppen, Laurece Thompson, Shirley Walker
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November
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir
5

6

7

8

All Saints Sunday

9:00am - 11:00am
Rules of Christ
Training

9:00am
Sunday School
10:00am
Worship
5:00pm
Girl Scouts
12

7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir
13

9:00am
Sunday School

1:00pm
UMW

10:00am
Worship
5:00pm
Girl Scouts
19

20

9:00am
Sunday School

15

5:00pm
Girl Scouts

5:30pm
Finance

6:00pm
Celebration Choir

6:00pm
Trustee

7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

21

22

6:00pm
Council
27

28

Noon - 4:00pm
Carpenter‟s Place
meal prep
Noon - 8:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall
5:00pm
Girl Scouts

17

23

7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir
29

12:30pm
Serve lunch at
Carpenter‟s Place
6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

18

Noon - 3:00pm
Open House
at Parsonage

Office Closed

9:00am
Sunday School
10:00am
Worship

16

10:00am
Diabetes

10:30am
Paper Angel Closet

10:00am
Worship

26

14

30

24

25

10:00am - 9:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall

10:00am - 9:00pm
Wrap at CV Mall

BROOKE ROAD
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1404 BROOKE ROAD
ROCKFORD, IL 61109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours

Monday
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Tuesday
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday
CLOSED
Phone: 815-398-8914
Fax: 815-398-8911
www.brookeroadumc@outlook.com
www.the-brooke.org

Sunday Morning Schedule
Sunday School (adults & kids) ~ 9:00am
Worship ~ 10:00am
Nursery available for NB - 4 years
Fellowship ~ Following Worship

