The Brooke ~ August 2018
Dear Church Family,
Growing up in the United Methodist Church, I thought I knew the Bible pretty well. As a kid I’d
learned what I thought were all the big stories – Noah and the Ark, Jonah and the Whale, Moses
and the Ten Commandments, and of course the Christmas and Easter stories and some
amazing miracles of Jesus. It wasn’t until high school when I decided to read through the whole
Bible that I absolutely could not believe how much more was in this book! Heartbreaking stories
of loss, beautiful love poetry, truly awful stories of violence and destruction, and some totally
weird passages that even as I read over and over again I couldn’t make sense out of.
Fortunately, my call story led me to seminary and I had the great privilege of spending three
years intensely studying this sacred text with brilliant professors and insightful classmates who
offered interpretations of scripture that blew me away. When we came seeking wisdom from
God’s word in the Bible, the Holy Spirit was always within the text waiting to reveal it to us in
new ways.
And yet, there are still some stories in the Bible that can be
tough to figure out what to do with! That’s why I’m so excited
that in August we’re diving into some of the most confusing
passages in scripture. This month the inspiration for our
sermon series, “You Asked For It!” comes from our Worship
Committee, who responded to my question of what sermon
topics the congregation might be interested in by replying that
we should ask you! So, at the end of June and the beginning of July we invited your questions,
and while I couldn’t fit every question into this month, we’ve narrowed it down to four that we’ll
seek answers on from the gospel of Matthew:
* “What’s the Christian thing to do?” We’ll look at Matthew 17:24-27 and ask what in the world
Jesus was getting at when he told the disciples to pay their taxes with money they’d find in the
mouth of a fish.
* “What does it mean to have faith like a child?” On this special Sunday after Vacation Bible
School concludes, we’ll read Matthew 18:1-5 and remember that Jesus told us anyone who
welcomes children welcomes him.
* “How do we respond to people who sin?” Christians throughout history and still today have
wildly disagreed on how God wants us to act toward people who sin. We’ll go back to the source
and ask some tough questions of traditional interpretations of the “turn the other cheek” passage
in Matthew 5: 38-42.
* “How do we figure out God’s will?” In Matthew 7: 7-12, Jesus tells us to seek and we will find.
Yet, when we’re seeking to understand how God is calling us and what we should be doing with
our lives, answers come at us from so many different places. This message will offer one way of
discerning God’s voice among the noise of our lives and suggest some methods to study the
many other complex passages in scripture we didn’t get to in this series.
I invite you to bring your questions to these passages and be thinking about what other stories in
scripture are confusing or strange or that you’ve never heard preached on before, because if all
goes well we’ll try this series again next August too. Please say a prayer for me as I’m preparing
these sermons!
Looking forward to another month of learning about God with you,
Violet
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Brooke Road United Methodist

Vacation Bible School
August 6, 2018 - August 9, 2018
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Kids through age 13

Save the dates for Vacation Bible School!

Rockford's kids are invited to a week of fun, music, crafts, science, Bible stories,
and dinners at Brooke Road UMC! Kids through age 13 are welcome to participate,
and older kids and adults are needed as volunteers. Registration is free, and includes
dinners each evening and a free t-shirt for each kid, as well as all kinds of cool
take-home crafts. Contact Jacki to volunteer or with any questions, and click here to register
online: http://bit.ly/BRUMCVBS or ask for a paper registration form from the church office.

Back to School Sunday
August 19, 2018
10:00am Worship
Students, parents,
school employees and school volunteers
are welcome to bring backpacks
(or an item that represents
“back to school” for them)
to be blessed during worship on the 19th.

Bowling Anyone?
Do you like pizza? Do you like wings? Do you like beverages?
Interested in a little friendly competition?
Wanna get involved in the greatest sport on Earth?
Then do I have an offer for you! Come join Violet and me in a
Pizza, Drinks, and Wings bowling league. This is a fun handicap
league, which means all skill levels are welcome!
Come for the food and camaraderie, stay for the bowling!
Teams of 4 adults

$15/person/week

16 weeks

Free shoe rental

Mondays @ 6:30pm starting September 10th at Don Carter Lanes
Large pizza, platter of wings, and 2 pitchers of beverage every week!!!!
If interested or for more details, please contact or see Kyle Johnicker (e-mail:kylejohnicker@gmail.com).
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Sanctuary Choir
Sanctuary Choir will resume practices Wednesday, August 29, 2018
at 7:00pm. First anthem of Fall will be Sunday, September 9, 2018.
Mark your calendars!

United Methodist Women
On August 4, the United Methodist Women (UMW) leadership team from the Rockford District
will meet at our church in the morning. The regular UMW group will not meet in August.

Diabetes Support
The Diabetes Group is taking the month of August off. We will resume meeting in September.

Fellowship
Please see Sharon Semple to serve for Fellowship during August and September.

Directory Update
Laurece Thompson
10903 Barron Road
Kings, IL 61068-4514

John Houghtaling
134 Clayton Court
Winnebago, IL 61088

Alvin & Nancy Vidad
605 Misty Mountain Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76140

Lori Vowles
luv5478@gmail.com

Monthly Finance Update
The Finance Committee has provided the following Current Fund information:
June income:
$ 9,223.71
June disbursements: $10,476.63
This information is always available to anyone who wants it by contacting
Judy Parks (Finance Chair), or Sandy McCallum (Treasurer).
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Gambling: The High Cost of “Easy Money”
While driving through Rockford, Loves Park, and Machesney Park I feel a sense of nostalgia for
places long gone. For example, anyone remember Ponderosa? The buildings are still there, but with
a different name. One question comes to mind: Who are Dotty and Molly and how do they have so
many buildings? The answer is simple: Gambling.
It used to be that when one wanted to play the odds, the popular destination was VEGAS BABY,
now it’s in our own backyards. Gambling in many forms is now legal in Illinois making some hopeful
that the tax revenues will be a quick fix for the state’s financial woes. In the words of Steven Tyler:
dream on. Remember in the 1970’s we were told that the Lottery will help schools? How’s that
working out? I’ll wait while you ponder your answer.
In 2016 alone, according to the Rockford Register Star, Rockford-area residents lost more than
$2 million a month in video gambling machines. Winnebago County ranks third in the state for the
number of video gambling machines with 1,050 — more machines than five of Illinois’ casinos.
Rockford ranks first in the state with losses of $77.5 million and Loves Park is fourth with losses of
$41 million. The total amount lost in video gambling machines in all of Winnebago County is almost
$175 million. While municipalities get a nickel of every dollar lost in gambling machines, up to 60
percent of the money leaves the community.
Those numbers are pretty eye-opening, but let’s look at it from another angle. Like some medications, alcohol, and nicotine, gambling can become an addiction for some. On average, in the United
States, consumers lose over $100 billion per year in total gambling losses - on average, that’s between $15,000 to $55,000 per person “playing the odds”. Like any other addiction, the addict loses.
Typically, families are torn apart, jobs are lost, and the addict turns to ** GASP** crime.
According to the United Methodist Church Book of Resolutions, “Gambling is a menace to society,
deadly to the best interests of moral, social, economic, and spiritual life, [and] destructive of good
government” and “gambling is bad economics; gambling is bad public policy; and gambling does not
improve the quality of life.”
Dependence on gambling revenue has led many governments to exploit the weakness of their own
citizens, neglect the development of more equitable forms of taxation, and thereby further erode
citizen confidence in government.
Please help in sending a message to Springfield that enough is enough and sign the petition
opposing gambling.
Lay Leader,
Jim Groff
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YMCA Camp Winnebago
5804 N. Main St. Rockford IL 61103
ALL are welcome to join us for this FREE Community Event!!!
The afternoon picnic will include a free meal,
music, archery, climbing, bounce houses, bingo, and more!!!
In response to the desire for unity in the Rockford-Area churches this picnic
strives to gather people from throughout the community for food and fellowship.
In partnership with God Belongs In Our City and hosted by the YMCA of Rock River Valley

Splash into a New Summertime Tradition on the Rock River

3rd Annual Rock River Anything That Floats Race: August 12th, 2018
It's never too early (or late) to start designing your raft!
More than just an homage to the incredibly popular raft races of the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s the Rock River Anything That Floats Race is a novel tradition for
new generations of Rockfordians to love and experience.
Entry fee for rafts is just $100, and $15 for kayaks, canoes and
stand up paddleboards. All proceeds will benefit the Rockord
Fourth of July and Holiday Lighting efforts, the Rock River Trail
Initiative and the Ski Broncs.
The race course is 1.65 miles in length and ends in a grand finish
at Prairie Street Brewhouse. The scenic course offers a variety of
viewing options for the thousands of spectators who will attend:
Auburn Street Bridge, Whitman Street Bridge, and along the Rock
River Recreation Path.
Bring your picnic baskets or enjoy concessions served by local City
Market vendors at the Symbol parking lot just south of the Auburn
Street bridge, the Nicholas Conservatory and on the grounds of the
Prairie Street Brewhouse all day long.
A festive post-race party will follow race award ceremonies on the docks at Prairie Street
Brewhouse and indoors, as well.
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Steps to Success: Annual Celebrate Success Luncheon

MOVING FORWARD WITH PURPOSE AND PASSION
At Carpenter’s Place, success is measured by lives changed. During our 18 years of service,
literally thousands of homeless adults have secured employment and housing, and achieved a
multitude of other life-changing milestones. At our celebration, to demonstrate these successes,
personal, heart-warming stories of success will be shared. And to acknowledge our gratitude for the
collaboration and support of others to achieve these results, the following Partners in Success will
be honored:
Benefactor Award • Janet Kjellstrom (Posthumously)
Team of Excellence Award • Savant Capital Management
Helping Hands Award • Womanspace
Please join us in celebrating 18 years of service and success, changed lives, and the extraordinary
partners who helped make the success of our guests possible.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2018

11:00am – 1:00pm

Giovanni’s Convention Center
610 North Bell School Road
Rockford, IL 61107
11:00 am • Doors open for silent auction, 50/50 raffle, fun activities and social time
11:45 am • Luncheon promptly begins
Hear the heart-warming stories of our guests who have made successful changes in their lives.
They have done this with the help of many contributions from individuals and organizations.
The result is a positive impact on our homeless guests and the community in which we all live.
Individual Ticket $40.00 • Sponsorship Table $500
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries
August 1
Kim Fahlbeck

August 17
Bev Clendening

August 6
Aubrey Wallace

August 23
Bev Faerber
Nancy Wickson

August 8________________
Don & Bev Faerber

August 26
Sarah Faerber

August 18_______________
Dan & Victoria O’Connell

August 9
Jim Joiner
August 12
Mary Mitts
August 14
Jeralynn Cox
August 15
Mona Wilson

August 27
Lisa Sarver-Schade

August 22_______________
Dennis & Sharon O’Hara

August 29
Kim Campbell

Our Military
Matt Cowan, Matt Crabtree, Scott Dickson, Thomas Helser,
Will Hoyum, Ian Long, Joshua Mattson, Jonathan Modler, Jerry Nettles,
Stacy Huser, Christine Tornow, Tommy Turnure, Ryan & Kate (Vowles) Levack

Our Homebound
John Pippel, John Sauer, Doug Skrinski, Charlene Taylor

Family and Friends
Chris Beebe, Dorothy Benjamin, Rick Bried, Dorothy Carpenter, Addilynn D’Angelo & family,
Mary Danekas, John & Hazel Dyke, Ardene Friest, Jerry Johnson, Joanne McKinney,
Dan O’Connell, Bob Poppen, Phil & Vivian Schwab, Joanne Talbott, Ronna Tewell,
Laurece Thompson, Bob Westlund, Nancy Wickson, Kim Winger,
Ruth Winger, Maxine Zolk, Diane Zwirblis, Pastor Violet & Kyle
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August
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

9:30am
Prayer Walk

6:00pm
Celebration Choir
5

6

7

8
9:30am
Prayer Walk

10:00am
Worship

9:00am
SPRC

Vacation Bible School ~ August 6 - August 9 ~ 6:00pm - 8:00pm

1:00pm - 4:00pm
Rockford Region
All Church Unity
Picnic at YMCA
Camp Winnebago

6:00pm
Celebration Choir
12

13

14

5:30pm
Finance
6:00pm
Trustees
20

Back to School
Sunday

5:00pm
Book Group
at Warners’

10:00am
Worship

21
10:30am
Paper Angel
Closet

10:00am
Worship

26

16

9:30am
Prayer Walk

10:00am
Worship

19

15

6:00pm
Council
27

28

18

9:00am
Quilters

6:00pm
Celebration Choir

22

23

24

30

31

9:00am
Breakfast at
Alpine View
9:30am
Prayer Walk
6:00pm
Celebration Choir
29
9:30am
Prayer Walk

12:30pm
Serve lunch at
Carpenter’s Place

17

6:00pm
Celebration Choir
7:00pm
Sanctuary Choir

25

Our Mission at The Brooke is…..
to transform lives
through faith, love, and service.

Our Vision for The Brooke is…..

BROOKE ROAD
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1404 BROOKE ROAD
ROCKFORD, IL 61109
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

to be a transforming congregation
of believers to serve the community,
renew lives, and build faith.

Sunday Schedule
10:00am
Worship & Sunday School
(Nursery available for NB - 4 years)

Following Worship
Fellowship

Phone
Email
Phone:
Email:
Website
Address:
Hours:

Pastor Violet
847-651-4857
violet@the-brooke.org
Church Office
815-398-8914
brookeroadumc@outlook.com
the-brooke.org
1404 Brooke Road
Rockford, IL 61109
M - Th ~ 9:00am - 3:30pm

