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editor'snote
Happy New Year!
Praise the Lord for His many
blessings unto us! I am grateful for
another year & another chance to set
and reach my goals. I think goals are
important. Once you set a goal you
have to make a plan. The goal
describes "what" and the plan
describes "how". I love it when the
Lord allows my plans to materialize.
What goals have you set for yourself
this year? Have you consulted the
Lord concerning your plans to reach
them? God can turn your dreams into
realities. If you align your goals and
your life with the Word of God, you
will be successful. God keeps His
promises. Consider the following
scriptures:

"But seek ye first the Kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto
you." M att. 6:33
"D elight thyself also in the LORD ;
and he shall give thee the desires of
thine heart." Psalm37:4
Don't just drift through time. Don't be
defeated by the cares of life. It's
uncertain what this year holds, but
we know who holds the future. If we
hide our lives in Christ and the Word
of God, we will be victorious.
I appreciate each contributor to this
publication.
- Vernell Turner

"But ye shall receive power;
after that the H oly Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in Judea, and
in Sumaria, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth."
Acts 1:8

Publications Board
Bishop P.L. Frazier Jr., Chairperson
Sis. Glenda Adams
Rev. Charles Beamer
D r. Anne W. Fannin
Sis. Elizabeth H allums
Sis. Nadine C. H ouston
Sis. Jeanete H unt
Jr. M other G.Y. Johnson
M other O dessa W. M cCoy
Rev. D ennis M oore

5

5

7

7

our founder'sbirthday(continued)
H ow M uch D o You K now A bout Bishop W.E. Fuller Sr,?

A cross
2. H is birth City
3. H is grandfather's name
5. T he number of years he served our church
6. H is father's name

D ow n
1. T he number of miles he walked to service each week (1st church)
2, H is mother's name
4. T he name Aunt Ida called him
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ClergySuccor
Restricted & Designated Offerings
By STARTCHURCH.COM

Section 170 of the US Tax Code stipulates that if a person gives an offering/ donation to the
church, in order to get a tax deduction the giver must relinquish control and allow the church to
use it however the church best decides. It is important to know the difference between a
restricted offering and a designated offering. Following is a brief explanation of the two types of
offerings.

Restricted Offerings
A restricted offering is any offering/ donation in which the giver retains control over how the
offering/ donation is used. Here is an example:
John and Jane Doe make a $50,000.00 contribution to the church and they stipulate that they
want it to be used only for improvements to the children's facilities. Even though the church does
not have a special fund for the children's facilities. If the church acknowledges the donor's intent
and accepts the donation, Under the law, the church is required to use the money solely as
intended by the givers. Additionally, when the church gives the receipt to the givers, the church
must clearly mark the receipt as non tax- deductible.
Another type of restricted offering is when a church creates a special program and then raises
money for it. When a person gives to that special program, the church is bound to use that money
solely for the purposes of that program. Here is an example:
First Church decides to announce that it is going to raise money for an orphanage in South
America, which is in need of $9,000.00. Over the next two months the church leadership
announces it from the pulpit, and special offerings are taken up for the orphanage every Sunday.
At the end of the two months the church has collected a total of $7,800.00.
Since the church was already suffering financially, the pastor directs the treasurer to send
$6,000.00 to the orphanage and to apply the remaining $1,800.00 to desperately needed pastoral
salaries.
This is a classic case of misuse of restricted offerings because the church announced to the
congregation from the pulpit that the special offerings they were collecting were for a specific
purpose.
The use of these offerings is restricted because they were specifically collected for one reason.
The church does not have the liberty to use the funds as it wishes.
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familylifeeducation
What Every Family Wants for 2016
By Reverend James & Sister Margaret Neely, Directors

(Luke 6::31 ?Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.? KJV. )
The start of every year is always a great time to reflect and set goals for the next 12 months.
Family is a great source of support when it comes to embarking on new journeys. Striving this
year for a ?healthier family? would make all the difference for creating stronger family bonds.
No one family is presumed to embody all the traits of a perfect family. Indeed, there is no such
thing as the perfect family. However, individuals can identify some of the traits of a ?healthy
family? already present, and become aware of the areas in which they can strengthen their own
families.
Resolving to be kinder to each other as a family can do a great deal for not only improving family
relations but also improving your mood for dealing with people outside of your household as well.
Using magic words like ?please?and ?thank you?really does go a long way. Picking your words
wisely will most likely help avoid unnecessary misunderstandings.
With the help of this warm, practical article on ?Traits of a Healthy Family, Healthy Relationships
101? (see web- site below) your family can be one that? .
- Communicates and listens
- Affirms and supports one another
- Teaches respect for others
- Develops a sense of trust
- Exhibits a sense of shared responsibility
- Teaches a sense of right and wrong
- Values service to others
- Fosters family table time and conversation
- Shares leisure time
- Admits to and seeks help for problems
For a complete description of these and more traits visit this web site:
http:/ / www.healthyrelationships101.com/ traits- of- a- healthy- family.html
Health of the family is always on top of the list of new years?resolutions for most people and is
almost always the first one we throw the towel in on. Making it a collective family mission will
most likely make it more achievable.
Thank you.
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MartinLuther
KingJr.
Each year on the 3rd Monday
of January, Americans
celebrate the life and
achievements of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. (MLK), a
Baptist clergyman turned
activist, who is often credited
with spearheading the
country's civil rights
movement. It is thanks to his
efforts that America is today a
nation where everyone has
equal rights, regardless of
race, color or creed.
MLK who would have
celebrated his 87th birthday
on January 15th, 2016, was
born in Atlanta, Georgia, in
1929, a city where racial divide
was a way of life. Blacks and
whites lived totally disparate
lives. They went to different
schools, ate at different

restaurants, and even sat is
specially designated seats on
buses and trains. His first
exposure to segregation came
at the age of six when he
realized that he could not
attend the same school as his
best friend who happened to
be white. Though this did not
seem right to the young boy,
just like others, he accepted it
as a way of life.
Things started to change in
the summer of 1944 when
15- year- old MLK left Atlanta
to work in the tobacco fields
of Simsbury, Connecticut. To
his surprise, the black
residents in the Northern
states were not subjected to
the same kind of racial
injustice. The young boy
expressed his astonishment
in a letter he wrote to his
father in June saying, "After we
passed Washington there wasno
discrimination at all. T he white
people here are very nice. We go to

any place we want to and sit any
where we want to.?
In a letter to his mother 3
days after he wrote his father,
King marveled over a trip he
took to Hartford.
"I never thought that a person of my
race could eat anywhere but we ate
in one of the finest restaurantsin
Hartford,? Kingwrote. ?And we
went to the largest showsthere.?
He wrote a week earlier of
going to the same church in
Simsbury as white people. His
new calling as a religious
leader was emerging, too.
"I have to speak on some text every
Sunday to 107 boys. We really
have good meetings.?
By the end of the summer, the
seeds of what would
transform MLK into America's
most influential civil rights
leader had been firmly
planted.
15
In 1954, MLK, who by now was
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MLKArticleComprehension
1. Where was Martin Luther King Jr. born?
2. How old would MLK have been this year?
3. Why did he initially accept discrimination as a
way of life?
4. What happened when he went to Simsbury in the
summer of 1944?
5. How did MLK initially encourage the people of
Montgomery to fight against racial discrimination?
6. What changed on December 1st, 1955?
7. What did MLK do after that?
8. What was the first victory won by the activists?
9. What were the events that led to the famous "I
have a dream" speech on August 28th, 1963?
10. What was MLK's dream?
11. Why was he not able to see it come true?
12. How real do you think the dream is now?

You can view a video of the famous"I
Have a Dream" speech at
http://www.teachertube.com/
video/i-have-a-dream-speech-20916
Be sure to watch other short informative
video clipsat History.org(click the arrows
to move through all the videos.) I urge you to
view the video - Bet You Didn't Know:
March on Washington.

Next month's issue: W e will feature
information on the Children's
Crusade.
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Sister Angela Williams,
District Editor

CharlestonDistrict

refuse their calls. She stated
that the Lord hears and opens
Elder's Appreciation
up a blessing to anybody who
is living right and calls upon
His name.
On the morning of January 9,
2016, the Charleston District
All district pastors joined in a
came together to show their
congregational song to show
love and support for Elder
their appreciation. Macedonia
B.P. Raiford and Lady Raiford. Choir rendered a powerful
selection entitled ?Lord You
Service began with the hymn
Are Mighty?. Elder B.P.
?Must Jesus Bear the Cross
Raiford and Lady Raiford were
Alone?. Praise and Worship
showered with monetary and
began with ?What A Mighty
other gifts of love.
God We Serve?. The service
was high with the Lord?s
The service ended with
presence. If anyone needed
elevated spirits and the
anything from the Lord, the
knowledge that with God
atmosphere was right for
anything is possible. Each
blessings to rain down from
program participant did an
the heavens.
outstanding job!
Charleston District showed up The question may be asked,
in great numbers to honor
why are we celebrating this
this great couple. The spoken great couple? Well, listen to
word was delivered by Elder
some important facts:
Keith Smith of the Columbia
- Elder Raiford is a man
district. Elder Smith preached
who dedicates his life
from Luke 19:1, subject: ?Time
and his abilities to God.
For a Change?. Elder Smith
Elder Raiford is prepared
talked about the scripture
for the important duties
text relating the it with a
of eldership - the job of
personal experience of
directing and guiding
someone in present day
Charleston district to
getting their taxes prepared
higher heights.
for the year.
- The district loves Elder
After the preached word, Lady
Raiford because He
Raiford was compelled to
listens and we
share with the district the
acknowledge; he
Lord?s voice. She sprang from
instructs and we
her seat, threw off her hat,
support; he institutes
and began expounding God's
and we accept.
message.
- Most of all he, hears
from the Lord and we
Lady Raiford told of how the
grow higher in Him.
saints going through was not
in vain and God hears our
Elder Raiford is a man who
cries. Lady Raiford stated
knows how to rightly divide
they were praying and
the word of God. He is not
fasting, the Lord cannot
afraid to let the Lord use him

in mighty ways.
He knows how to go beyond
the surface of his district
members and extract
hidden talents that no one
ever thought about or saw
before this present time.
He develops helpful plans for
the district. He instructs the
pastors and shares with the
members what the Lord has
given him.
He is willing to show and
explain why progress and
change needs to happen in
order to become more
effective in our personal and
spiritual lives.
Elder Raiford is also an
exemplary figure for a
positive marriage, not taking
all the glory, but allowing his
wife, Lady Raiford, to bask in
his glory as well.
This united couple makes a
dynamic team! When both
are in operation, there is no
one left standing. Everyone
in the building is either
speaking in tongues or
giving God the praise.
After all of these
affirmations there should be
no question why we
gathered to celebrate this
great couple.
Charleston District is in a
move of God that nobody
has ever seen or heard
before! Stay tuned.
- Sister Angela Williams
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Sister Serena Andrews,
District Editor

Joy Night
Mt. Calvary FBH Church at
1012 South Front Street in
Hamilton,Ohio sponsored a
Joy Night on Saturday,
December 12, 2015.
Mt. Calvary's YPI President,
Brother Larry Neal, would like
to thank the Cincinnati and
local Hamilton area for their
support at the Joy Night. The
service was not only for the
young people, but for
everyone to enjoy.
The Spirit of the Lord truly
came in. Powerful songs of
praise were lifted up to Lord.
Pastor Michelle Hall of Mt.
Calvary selected some young
people who used their talent
to help render service.
Two of the participants were
Brother Daniel Sutton and
Brother Joseph Sutton.
Brother Daniel sang "For
Every Mountain" and Brother
Joseph played the keyboard
during part of the service.
They are the sons of Pastor
Joseph and First Lady Rosa
Sutton from Antioch FBH
Church in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Pastor Hall reminded us that
"It's time to stop playing
church. After the shouting is
done and we leave church,
what life do we live?" She
went on to say, "Don't try to
prove yourself to no one but
to God."
We thank the Spirit of the
Lord for showing up!
- Sister Serena Andrews

Southwest O
hioDistrict
Founder's Birthday
Celebration

commemorating the event.
Sister Litrea Hunter, our
National DRE, gave a
heartfelt movie displaying
pictures of Bishop W.E.
Fuller Sr. and other
patriarchs of the church
past and present. Most of us
were in tears by the end.
Sister Lewis told us about a
time when her dad, the late
Elder W.D. Davis, was
pastoring in Toledo. They
were young children and it
was snowing so bad that he
could not see the road on the
way to his church from
Detroit. One child sat on the
left and another sat on the
right looking out the window
at the road. Each one would
tell him if he should go to the
left or to the right and when
he needed to stop in either
direction (left or right) until
they made it to the church.
Sister Lewis began to take a
step to the right and stop,
then another step to the left
and stop... You could feel the
Lord in her words....

Our district has churches in
the greater Cincnnati area,
Detroit area, and Chicago area.
The average distance between
each area is 260 miles.
Normally during the Founder's
Birthday Celebration, our
travelling is hindered due to
unfavoralbe weather
conditions. So, each area
celebrates individually.
This year, however, the
Southwest Ohio District made
history! It was the 1st time
that the district celebrated our
Founder's Birthday as a whole.
Our Founder's Birthday
Celebration was held on
Saturday, January 23, 2016 at
Christian's Temple in Chicago,
Illinois. The Lord blessed
everyone all day! While the
states in the south and on the
east cost were experiencing
the effects of a massive snow
storm, there was no snow,
rain, or ice for those of us
traveling to Chicago. And.... in
all my 45 years
travelling back and
forth to Chicago, I
have never seen
Chicago traffic so
amiable.
Our DRE, Sister
Concetta Lewis,
was poised,
graceful, and
anointed. Sister
Lewis gave each of
us a Bishop W.E.
Sis. C. Lewis(L),, Sis. L. Hunter (R)
Fuller Sr. Time- line
21
and a book mark
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Sister Lee E. McCall,
District Editor

Watch Night Service
12/ 41/ 2015
Our service began at 10:00
p.m. Six churches came
together for our New Year's
Eve Celebration.
We praised God for bringing
us safely another year. The
youth played an important
part in our service.
We are trying to instill in
them the joy and the real
meaning of celebrating Watch
Night in church.
The District Worship Team
opened the service with joy!
A'mya Butler and Zamiya Reid
gave the History of Watch
Night followed by a
Candlelight Service.
Twenty- five members of the
South Central North Carolina
District Youth Choir formed a
Candlelight processional.
Aleyah Stevenson led the
Litnany of Watch Night and
Reverend Mrs. Sharon Frazier
was the speaker.
We were really blessed.

History of Watch Night
Service
Many of you who live or grew
up in Black communities in
the United States have
probably heard of "Watch
Night Services", the gathering
of the faithful in church on
New Year's Eve. The service
usually begins anywhere from
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and ends at
midnight with the entrance of

Southcentral northCarolinaDistrict
the New Year. Some folks
come to church first, before
going out to celebrate. For
others, church is the only New
Year's Eve event.
Many always assumed that
Watch Night was a fairly
standard Christian religious
service - made a bit more
Afro- centric because that's
what happens when elements
of Christianity become linked
with the Black Church. Still, it
seemed that predominately
White Christian churches did
not include Watch Night
services on their calendars,
but focused instead on
Christmas Eve programs. In
fact, there were instances
where clergy in mainline
denominations wondered
aloud about the propriety of
linking religious services with
a secular holiday like New
Year's Eve.
However, there is a reason for
the importance of New Year's
Ever services in African
American congregations.
The Watch Night services in
Black communities that we
celebrate today can be traced
back to gatherings on
December 31, 1862, also know
as "Freedom's Eve". On that
night Blacks came together in
churches and private homes
all across the nation,
anxiously awaiting news that
the Emancipation
Proclamation actually had
become law. Then, at the
stroke of midnight, it was
January 1, 1863, and all slaves
in the Confederate States
were declared legally free.
When the news was received,

there were prayers, shouts,
and songs of joy as people
fell to their knees and
thanked God.
Black folks have gathered in
churches annually on New
Year's Eve ever since,
praising God for bringing us
safely through another year.
It's been 153 years since that
1st Freedom's Eve and many
of us were never taught the
African American history of
Watch Night, but tradition
still brings us together at
this time every year to
celebrate "how we got over".
References:
T he African American Desk
Reference
SchomburgCenter for research in
Black Culture
Copyright 1999 T he Stonesong
PressInc. and he New York
PublicLibrary, John Wiley &
Sons, Inc. Pub.
IBSN 0-471-23924
Related Video:
Watch Night Service, Rev.
DennisOglesby

Sermon by Rev. Sharon
Frazier
Suddenly
1 Corinthians 15:51 - 55
We live in a world where it
would seem the idea of
"suddenly" is becoming less
and less alarming. As a child,
perhaps you, like I, can recall
that when you heard either
"suddenly" or "all of a
sudden" a slight feeling 23
of
anxiety arose in anticipation
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Sister Lee E. McCall,
District Editor

And then there is another
season of suddenly that
describes events which as
stated earlier are without
premeditation or preparation.
These conditions refer to the
recipients of the action as
opposed to the causing
agents of an action. You see
premeditation carries with it a
notion that one has given
meditation/ thought to an
idea or action before
hand...some planning even,
has gone into what is being
considered.
The gospel of John chapter 14
opens with an example of
preparation as Jesus comforts
His troubled disciples before
His departure. He says to
them, "Let nor your heart be
troubled; you believe in God,
believe also in Me." He goes
on to tell them that in His
Father's house are many
mansions, that if they were
not so He would have told
them. He then says, "I go to
prepare a place for you. And if
I go to prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive
you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also."
Now this is the first New
Testament reference of a
premeditated plan to be
enacted a future time in
which the Lord is the causing
agent of the action.
But in terms of being the
recipients of suddenly, we
must go to the text as the
apostle Paul nears the end of
this letter to the saints in
Corinth. Although the major
thrusr of its contents is
corrective in nature, the

Southcentral NCDistrict
highlight of its contents
features the resurrection.
Nowhere else in scripture is
the resurrection of both Jesus
and the believer treated as
thoroughly as we find in
chapter 15. Here Paul
re- establishes the reality of a
resurrection from the dead
verses the raisingof
individuals who only die again.
But, when Jesus arose as the
first- fruits of those who've
fallen asleep, we were made
aware that death is not the
finality to life. In regressive
order Paul resolved that if
Christ be not risen from the
dead then our faith is futile
and we are yet in our sins.
And those who died in Christ
are lost. His conclusion was,
"If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable."
Further down Paul
approached doubters of the
resurrection with questions
they would raise to taunt
those who did believe, saying
in verse 35, "How are the dead
raised up? And with what body
do they come?"
But the writer does not back
off from answering their
foolish questions. He chooses
rather to show the
resurrection body of Jesus as
the prototype of all who will
get up as did He. In Genesis
Paul refers to the first man
Adam in whose natural body
all men face death. The last
man Adam is Jesus. His bodily
resurrection bridged the gap
for us to cross from the
natural to the spiritual with
bodies fit for heaven. For us

(continued)

the rapture will occur
suddenly. But even as the
recipients of suddenly, we
don't have to be its victims if
we've made preparations.
And now comes the point at
which, as the recipients of
suddenly, we fulfill a final
defining moment; that which
happens quickly. Paul
proceeds to t tell them.
"Behold, I show you a
mystery. We will not all
sleep, but we all shall be
changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye/ "
(quickly). And then I thought
about Paul's account to the
Thessalonians. They were
sincere in their questions
concerning the coming of the
Lord in chapter 4 of his first
letter. Not only was Jesus
coming, but with Him all who
had slept in Him.
He picks up in the 15th verse
of chapter 4 saying, "For by
this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them
which are asleep. But the
Lord himself (not Moses or
Elijah) shall descend from
heaven with the voice of the
archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first: the
we which remain (This could
mean us) shall be caught up
together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord." And might
I add, it will
happen...suddenly.
25
If you will allow me, Isaiah
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Sister Lee E. McCall,
District Editor

Growth and Development of
the Fire Baptized Holiness
Church of God of the
Americas
by Elder J.O. Hargrove (cont'd)
While connected with the
F.B.H. Association of America,
we accumulated $25,000.00
worth of property and at
separation we were given
warranty deeds for the same.
Our 1st General Council
convened in Greer, S.C.,
November 24, 1908, and it
was decided that our church
should be called the Colored
Fire baptized Holiness
Church. W.E. Fuller was
elected as Overseer; C.C.
Chiles was elected secretary
& treasurer.
Although Brother Fuller was
now the Overseer of the new
denomination, the spirit of
evangelism burned within his
soul and in 1909 he put up a
tent on the old show ground
at Irwin Street in Atlanta,
Georgia. A great revival
followed and many souls
were saved. In 1910, he
planted a church in Columbia,
S.C. naming it Apostle.
The year 1909 was also the
year that our church paper,
"The True Witness", was
established. Brother Fuller
easof the opinion that every
church would have an official
organ- - a church paper - - so
that every member would be
able to read the testimonies
of the saints throughout the
Fire Baptized Holiness
Church. Acts 1:8 "But ye shall
receive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you:
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and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem
and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth."
Overseer Fuller was always
interested in education. He
attended Harbison College in
Abbeville and Gammon
Theological Seminary in
Atlanta. He always wanted
our church to have an
informed and trained ministry.
In 1910 he organized and held
the 1st Sunday School
Convention in Greenville, S.C.
to raise money to support a
school. The second Sunday
School Convention was held at
Old Fort, N.C. in 1911. The
third convention was held in
Knoxville, Tennessee in 1912.
Overseer Fuller desired to
have a school that would
stimulate in the child an
intellectual desire for truth
and at the same time place
emphasis upon spiritual
values. On April 12, 1912,
Overseer Fuller, being inspired
by the Spirit of God, organized
and founded Fuller Normal
Industrial Institute. This
school was located at 240
Irwin Street Atlanta, Georgia.
Those present were W.E.
Fuller, G.H. Holly, Robert Watt,
and Eleanor Thrash. In 1913
about 18 acres of land and 1
small building was purchased
in Toccoa, Georgia for the sum
of $12,000.00. Our school
formally opened with 1
instructor and 2 students but,
grew very rapidly. Soon 1 large
building was erected. Elder
P.S. McDaniel was the 1st
boarding student. Scintillia
Fuller, W.A. Barbour, Hattie

(continued)

Holly Evans, and Nina Young
were the first graduates of
FNII.
Sister Caroline Williams of
Ashville, N.C. desired to have
a missionary convention to
add to the support of the
school. She pleaded with
Overseer Fuller to give the
women a chance and they
would do great things. He
finally agreed to let the
women have a Saturday in
the Annual Convention.
Sister Williams was happy to
have this little space, but she
continued to plead with the
General Overseer for a
Sisters of Charity
Convention. He finally
agreed and on May 12, 1916,
the 1st Sisters of Charity
Convention was held in
Abbeville, S.C. Overseer
Fuller announced that Sister
C. Williams would preach.
Officers were elected: Sister
L.E. Chiles, president; Sister
Etta Merritt, vice- president;
Sister M.L. Hatten, secretary;
Sister Josie Taylor, assistant
secretary; Sister Estella
Sanders, treasurer.
The first District Missionary
Presidents were: Sister C.L.
Williams - Tennessee &
Western North Carolina,
Sister Agnes Hamilton South Carolina #1, Sister
Estella Sanders - South
Carolina #2, Sister Susie
Sims - Northeast Georgia,
Sister Lillie Knox - Central
Georgia, Sister Susie
Williams - Florida.
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Sister Lee E. McCall,
District Editor

Southcentral NCDistrict

Welcome Celebration
Honoring Elder & Mrs.
Lester Powell Jr. and
Deacon Markell Powel l
Reverend Linda Reid was the
Mistress of Ceremony for the
first family's Welcome
Program. We were blessed by
her anointed singing. Others
took part in prayer,scripure
reading, praise & worshio,
selections, the tribute, and
the offerening. We fekt God's
power in a mighty way!
Minister Josephine Hairston
warmly presented the
speaker of the hour, her
husband, Elder Sammie
Hairston. Subject: What do
you remember about Jesus?
He spoke of those in the New
Testament that remembered

(continued)

North Carolina District.
After the heart- warming
Vote of Thanks from Elder &
Lady Powell, Minister Corine
Brown gave thanks to the
members, friends, ushers,
musicians, nurses, culinary
artists, and the hostesses.
Thank you for being a
blessing to our first family.
May God bless you.
Mrs. Corine Brown,
Coordinator
Mrs. Lee E. McCall, District
Editor.

Jesus as a healer, a deliverer,
and a miracle worker. Elder
Hariston gave his
personal
testimony of how
he remembered
Jesus. "When I
was sinking deep
in sin, he heard
my cry.... He
saved my soul."
What do you
remember about
Jesus?
We expressed
sincere gratitude
to Bishop P.L.
Frazier Jr. & Lady
Sharon Frazier,
Elder & Lady
Hairston, The
Central North
Carolina District,
Elder Troy & Lady
Antonia Bethune,
and all our
visitors from
South Western
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Sister Dianne Tisdale,
District Editor

GREATER TRUE VINE F.B.H.
CHURCH
1439 SPEARING STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32206
Rev. CHARLES E. BEAMER JR.,
PASTOR
3 EVENTS IN ONE DAY
On Saturday, December 5,
2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., the Youth Departments
(H.Y.P.U., Y.P.I., Junior
Mission), and our Greater True
Vine?s Missionary Department
sponsored a 3 Events in One
Day function. The events
included a Christmas Stop
and Shop, a clothes
give- a- way, and a Health Fair.
Sister Diane Tisdale,
Coordinator of the Youth
Departments and the North
Florida D.R.E., along with
Sister Latrelle Sanford, our
Missionary Department
President, spearheaded the
function.
Volunteers (adults & youth)
were asked to prepare and
work together to make the
event a success. A few weeks
before the event was held,
Sister Diane Tisdale, Sister
Gwendolyn Murray, and the
youth of the church
canvassed several
neighborhoods and passed
out flyers. Sister Latrelle
Sanford had an
advertisement banner made
and announced the event
over the local community
radio.
Before the day of the event,
the Missionary Department
had their tables ready for the
clothes?give- a- way and the
Junior Missionary Department

northFloridaDistrict
packed approximately 20
canisters and 21 bags of red
beans (40 lbs). They also
prepared the food to issue out
to event attendees at the end
of the day.
Sister Diane Tisdale set up
tables with children toys (mini
train sets, mini basketball
sets, indoor & outdoor games,
stuffed animals, etc.), shoes,
women's clothing, items for
men, and many other
miscellaneous and household
items.
All children were given free
hot dogs, drinks, and popcorn.
The adults enjoyed bowls of
chili, chili hot dogs, hot wings,
coffee, and other drinks.
Sister Victoria Parker, our
Culinary President, manned
the kitchen and kept the food
ready to serve. Sister Angela
Cooper gave the remaining
canisters and bags of beans to
needy residents in the
immediate community.
God blessed us to meet and
greet the attendees, to
minister to the unsaved and
the homeless, and to provide
food for the hungry. James
2:15- 16 states: If a brother or
sister is without clothing and
in need of daily food, and one
of you says to them, ?Go in
peace, be warmed and be
filled,? and yet you do not give
them what is necessary for
their body, what use is that?
The Hospital Emergency Room
Alternatives Program (HERAP)
Community Coordinator, Mr.
John H. Lee Jr., and his medical
staff were on site to provide
diabetes risk assessments.
They checked the attendees?

A1C and blood pressure free
of charge. The
representatives also
answered any questions
concerning health issues,
and checked anyone needing
medical assistance.
HERAP is a Division of the
Florida Department of
Health in Duval County. In
mid year of 2011, Sister
Diane Tisdale saw a medical
need for the residents in our
church community and made
a request to Pastor Doris E.
Medlock, who was our
Pastor at that time, to start
the Community Living Room
Partners Program with the
Florida Department of
Health.
Their purpose is to provide
health and wellness
presentations and
workshops for our local
communities in the city of
Jacksonville. The
presentations and
workshops are available to
individuals with a chronic
illness and designed to
educate and assist
individuals in setting and
maintaining healthy lifestyle
goals, while improving their
overall health status.
At the first presentation at
our church, HERAP
representatives conducted a
health screening event to
help us determine our health
and wellness interests. The
HERAP Program also assists
individuals that are
uninsured, and have health
concerns for those who may
have high blood pressure,
31
high cholesterol, asthma,
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MSW
ordTips
Paste Special
Have you ever copied some text from a
web page (or another document) to use in a
Word document you're
preparing, but when you
paste the Clipboard's
contents into your
document the formatting
messes up?
To control the formatting of
the text you paste, use one
of the Paste Special
options. They're available
when you click the arrow
beneath the Paste
command on the Home
ribbon. You can also use a
keyboard shortcut to open
the Paste Special dialog box:
PressCtrl+Alt+V to open the
Paste Special dialogbox.
The exact options in the
Paste Special dialog box will
vary, depending on what
you copied, but for most
text you can choose the
'Unformatted Text' option to
merge the text into your
document using the
existing document's
formatting.
Shortcuts to Select Text
To select a word: double- click the left
mouse button on the word
To select a sentence: hold down CTRL and
single- click the left mouse button on the
sentence.
To select a paragraph: triple- click the left
mouse button in the paragraphs
To select the whole document: triple- click
the left mouse button in the left margin of
the screen.
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Taxes&Social Security&Mileage
Taxes & Social Security
By AARP.org, Bankrate.com, H&R Block, IRS.gov

O
H,MY!

Taxes (continued)
household, is used to determine your eligibility for the Advance
Premium Tax Credit. It?s also used to determine how much tax
credit you receive.
If you and/ or a member of your household receive the Advance
Premium Tax Credit, the tax credit must be reconciled when you
file your tax return. The Advance Premium Tax Credit amount
that you received was based on an estimate of your household
income and your expected family size. So, when you file your
taxes the amount of Advance Premium Tax Credit you received
will be reconciled against what you were actually eligible for
based on your actual household income.
If your actual income was less than what you estimated, you
may get money back, which could increase your refund amount.
However, if your actual income was more than what you
estimated, you may need to repay some of your Advance
Premium Tax Credit, which could reduce your refund amount.
The credit could also be affected by changes in your family size,
such as the birth of a child. You will need form 1095- A when
you file your taxes. If you don't have 1095- a visit the IRS website
www.irs.gov/ Affordable- Care- Act/ Individuals- and- Families/
Health- Insurance- Marketplace- Statements
for
more
information.
The ACA now requires almost everyone to have health
insurance. However, some people may choose not to enroll in
health insurance. If you choose not to enroll there may be
consequences in the form of a tax penalty, unless you qualify for
an exemption. A penalty could mean your refund might be
reduced, or you could pay more if you owe taxes at the end of
the year.
The penalty in 2015 is calculated one of two ways. If you or
members of your household don?t have insurance that qualifies
as minimum essential coverage you'll pay whichever of these
amounts is higher:
1. $325.00 per adult plus $162.00 per child, up to a maximum
of $975 or
2. 2%of your annual household income
Depending on your circumstances, you may qualify for an
exemption to either lower your tax penalty or eliminate it
altogether. Many kinds of exemptions can be claimed on your
tax return; however, you may need to apply for some
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Taxes&Social Security&Mileage
Mileage Reimbursement
By Start Church

O
H,MY!

Many church leaders assume that when it comes to mileage
reimbursement the church can simply fill up the gas tank for
the individual in need of reimbursement. However, mileage
reimbursement does not quite work that way.
When a church simply fills up the gas tank of an employee or
volunteer, then the amount paid to fill up his or her gas tank
technically becomes taxable income.
The instance of filling up an employee?s or volunteer?s gas tank
becomes taxable income to that person because the act of
filling up his gas tank is technically being done in consideration
for a service he provided (i.e. driving somewhere for the church).
There are 2 general methods that can be used to reimburse an
employee and/ or volunteer for the mileage he drives for church
purposes: the actual expense method and the standard mileage
rate method.
Actual Expense Method
Using this method will allow drivers to deduct the actual cost of
using their vehicle for business or charitable purposes, plus
depreciation on their IRS tax returns. It requires more record
keeping but, it can result in a large deduction for the driver.
If you choose to reimburse your church employees or volunteers
via the actual expense method, then they must keep track of all
costs incurred for their vehicle each time they use their vehicle
for church purposes. Some items that the employee or
volunteer must keep track of includes, but is not limited to, the
following:
- gas and oil
- repairs and maintenance
- car repair tools
- tires
- registration fees
- depreciation of the vehicle and improvements
- insurance
- towing charges
- car washes
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you? The phone rings, you pick
it up, say "hello," but there's no
one on the other line. It's a
new type of robocall ? an
automated computer system
According to a survey by True scammer to steal your making tens of thousands of
Link
Financial,
older usernames and passwords, calls to "build a list of humans
Americans are criminally hold your data for ransom or to target for theft," according
defrauded of $12.76 billion even use the webcam to spy to the Financial
Fraud
annually.
This
includes on you.
Research Center. It's the first
identity theft and all those Your Plan: Hang up the step in opening you up to
crazy scams you hear about
phone. "Neither Microsoft nor many phone- based scams.
but smugly think will never our partners make unsolicited
Your Plan: Use Caller ID.
work on you. The next
Screen your calls.
scam victim could be
How Scammer s Find You
Don't pick up if the
you. Here's what to
number is unfamiliar.
watch out for in the Frank W. Abagnale, a long time FBI consultant whose
new year and, most early life as a con artist was portrayed in the film "Catch If you don't have
Caller ID, ask your
important, how to Me If You Can," equates it with playing roulette.
phone company to
protect yourself.
Sometimes your unlucky number just comes up. But
put it on your land
AARP Foundation's Amy Nofziger, who has degrees in
line.
Tech Support
criminology and sociology, cites three additional reasons.
This may be the
IRS Imposter
biggest
consumer
1. Data purchases - Scammers buy phone numbers
"It's our number 1
scam in the U.S. right
from companies that sell data, then use the same
reported fraud right
now. According to
methods legitimate marketing companies do, but
now,"
says
Amy
Microsoft, in 2015 an
for nefarious purposes."
Nofziger
with
AARP
estimated 3.3 million
2. Con artists network - If you've been a victim of a Foundation and Fraud
people ? many of
fraud or scam, you're put on a so-called sucker list. Watch Network, "and I
them seniors ? were
think it'll get more
These lists are bought, sold, traded and stolen
victimized
by
a
sophisticated." Here's
among scammers.
tech- support con, at a
how
it
works:
3. Volunteered info - Personal info you willingly
total cost of $1.5
Someone
claiming
to
billion.
That's
1
divulge by entering giveaways and sweepstakes, or
be from the IRS either
American duped out
when filling out surveys.
phones or leaves a
of an average $454
voice message saying
nearly
every
10
phone calls," says Courtney you owe back taxes and
seconds.
Gregoire, senior attorney at threatening that, unless funds
Here's how the scam typically the Microsoft Digital Crimes are wired immediately, legal
unfolds:
You
get
an Unit. Also, don't click any links action will be taken or you'll be
unsolicited call from someone in unsolicited emails from arrested. (Or they may say you
"Microsoft" or in pop- up ads have a refund waiting but
claiming to be with Microsoft
or Windows tech support, promising to speed up your need to verify personal info
who says viruses have been computer. "And if you haven't before sending.)
detected on your computer. In downloaded Windows 10 or
order to protect your data, you the latest version of OS X, do They're very convincing, and
use
aggressive
it," says William Woodworth often
are told to immediately call
up a certain website and with Best Buy's Geek Squad. language. These scammers
follow its instructions. A "Each update is free and has are getting more devious:
dummy screen may appear lots of new security built in." Sometimes "IRS" shows up on
that shows viruses being Ditto for any other software caller ID, the con artists
supply their "badge numbers,
programs you're running.
detected and eliminated, but
in reality malware is being Silent Call
39
installed that allows the
Has this been happening to
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you? The phone rings, you pick
it up, say "hello," but there's no
one on the other line. It's a
new type of robocall ? an
automated computer system
making tens of thousands of
calls to "build a list of humans
to target for theft," according
to the Financial
Fraud
Research Center. It's the first
step in opening you up to
many phone- based scams.
Your Plan: Use Caller ID.
Screen your calls.
Don't pick up if the
number is unfamiliar.
If you don't have
Caller ID, ask your
phone company to
put it on your land
line.

IRS Imposter
"It's our number 1
reported fraud right
now,"
says
Amy
Nofziger with AARP
Foundation and Fraud
Watch Network, "and I
think it'll get more
sophisticated." Here's
how
it
works:
Someone claiming to
be from the IRS either
phones or leaves a
voice message saying
you owe back taxes and
threatening that, unless funds
are wired immediately, legal
action will be taken or you'll be
arrested. (Or they may say you
have a refund waiting but
need to verify personal info
before sending.)
They're very convincing, and
often
use
aggressive
language. These scammers
are getting more devious:
Sometimes "IRS" shows up on
caller ID, the con artists
supply their "badge numbers,
39

NewBreedScamArtists(continued)
When shopping online for
prescription drugs or other
health- related
items,
remember that if a price
seems too good to be true, it
probably is.

Counterfeit Apps
Last year, news broke that
Apple's normally secure app
store had been compromised.
Some
developers
had
evidently used a fake version
of Xcode (hence dubbed
Xcode Ghost) to build their
apps,
not
knowing
it
contained malware designed
to steal passwords and do
other devious things.
Your Plan: Apple says it has
purged its store of these
malicious apps. But that
doesn't mean it couldn't
happen again. Geek Squad's
Woodworth
recommends
always reading an app's
reviews before downloading.
Choose proven, popular apps.
Be aware, too, that you can
limit an app's access to your
location by adjusting your
device's privacy settings, thus
reducing the chance of being
spied on..

Grieving Widow
The key to every scammer's
success is being able to put
you under "emotional ether."
"It's when you're not thinking
cognitively, but emotionally,"
Nofziger says. At no time are
we more vulnerable than
after the loss of a loved one,
and con artists know that. A
man was arrested last August
for allegedly bilking an
89- year- old Wisconsin widow
out of nearly $4,500. Police

say he scanned obituaries for
prey, then pretended to be a
bank official to trick them out
of money. He may have been
working the scam across the
country for decades.
Your Plan: Ask a trusted
family member to temporarily
handle
your
financial
responsibilities while you are
grieving. Have that person
follow up on any suspicious
phone calls or emails. And be
aware that while you are
grieving, you may be more
vulnerable to fraud tactics
that play on your emotions.

Gift Voucher
This rip- off involves getting
an unsolicited email from
McDonald's, Subway, or
another popular restaurant or
retailer offering a free gift
card if you click a link to
activate it. The pitch looks
legit, but it's a phishing scam,
meaning the perpetrator is
either trying to install
malware on your computer or
gather personal info by
having you complete an
online questionnaire.
Your Plan: Repeat after us Never click a link in an
unsolicited email or divulge
personal info, no matter how
enticing the offer. Do a Google
search (such as "McDonald's
gift card scam") and see if any
warnings come up. In most
cases, they will.

have involved con artists
stealing the hearts of
unsuspecting singles (many of
them seniors) and then using
various ploys to steal money.
But now scammers are
targeting faith- based sites
like BigChurch,
ChristianMingle, JDate, and
others.
"People are more likely to fall
for scams on sites like these
because they can't believe
somebody of their own faith is
a con artist," explains Jane
Margesson of AARP's Maine
office.
Your Plan: Before getting
involved with anyone online,
use Google or Spokeo.com to
research the person, and even
view his or her address on
Google Maps. Finding "no
results" is a red flag. Do a
Google Image search for a
profile picture. Keep in mind
that people who are
legitimately looking for love
won't ask for money (unless
they're your kids).

- aarp.org

Faith- based Dating
Reports are surfacing in
AARP's Fraud Watch Network
about a new ripple in online
dating deceptions.
Traditionally, these scams
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have involved con artists
stealing the hearts of
unsuspecting singles (many of
them seniors) and then using
various ploys to steal money.
But now scammers are
targeting faith- based sites
like BigChurch,
ChristianMingle, JDate, and
others.
"People are more likely to fall
for scams on sites like these
because they can't believe
somebody of their own faith is
a con artist," explains Jane
Margesson of AARP's Maine
office.
Your Plan: Before getting
involved with anyone online,
use Google or Spokeo.com to
research the person, and even
view his or her address on
Google Maps. Finding "no
results" is a red flag. Do a
Google Image search for a
profile picture. Keep in mind
that people who are
legitimately looking for love
won't ask for money (unless
they're your kids).

- aarp.org
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EllisIsland
From 1892 to 1954, over 12 million immigrants entered the United
States through the portal of Ellis Island, a small island in New York
Harbor. Ellis Island is located in the upper bay just off the New Jersey
coast, within the shadow of the Statue of Liberty.
Before being designated as the site of the first Federal immigration
station by President Benjamin Harrison in 1890, Ellis Island had a
varied history. The local Indian tribes had called it "Kioshk" or Gull
Island. It was also known as Oyster Island for many generations
during the Dutch and English colonial periods because of its rich and
abundant oyster beds.
Over the years Ellis Island developed from a sandy island that barely
rose above the high tide mark, into a hanging site for pirates, a
harbor fort, ammunition and ordinance depot named Fort Gibson,
and finally into an immigration station.In 1808 the Federal
government purchased Ellis Island from New York State. It was
approved as a site for fortifications and named Fort Gibson in honor
of a brave officer killed during the War of 1812.
Throughout the 1800s and intensifying in the latter half of the 19th
century, ensuing political instability, restrictive religious laws, and
deteriorating economic conditions in Europe began to fuel the
largest mass human migration in the history of the world. Realizing
the limitations of the current immigration station, the Federal
government constructed a new Federally- operated immigration
station on Ellis Island.
The new structure on Ellis Island opened on January 1, 1892. Annie
Moore, a teen- aged Irish girl, accompanied by her two brothers,
entered history and a new country as she was the very first
immigrant to be processed at Ellis Island. Over the next 62 years,
more than 12 million were to follow through this port of entry.
After 1924, the only people who were detained at Ellis Island were
those who had problems with their paperwork (which was completed
at American consulates), as well as war refugees and displaced
persons. Ellis Island still remained open for many years and served a
multitude of purposes. In November of 1954, Ellis Island officially
closed.
In 1984, Ellis Island underwent a major restoration. With the
completion of the Peopling of America Center®on May 20, 2015, and
the entire story of American immigration being told, the museum
was renamed the Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration.
Today, the museum receives almost 2 million visitors annually.

- excepts from www.libertyellisfoundation.org
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Contact
fbhtruewitness@gmail.com
www.fbhchurch.org/ publications/
@fbhchurch
www.facebook.com/ FireBaptizedChurch

