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Commandant
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
Hello Marines, Navy FMF Corpsmen,
associate members, and families.
Thanks to all that were in attendance
at the detachment monthly meeting in January. Please
read Adjutant Terry Crum’s minutes for a snapshot of
all that was discussed at the January meeting. As we
move forward into this new year of 2016, there will be a
large number of opportunities for you to be involved
and have fun sharing in comradery, raising funds for
our detachment’s endeavors, comforting the families of
fellow Marines and FMF Corpsmen that have
answered the final roll call, and so much more.
To all of our new members to the detachment, whether
new to the league, just transferred in from another
detachment, or perhaps you are just returning to the
league from a well-earned vacation around the world.
Welcome! There will be a great deal going on this year
and I highly encourage you to jump in and get involved.
You may not be able to make every monthly meeting,
or any for that matter, but you matter and so does your
input. There will be a number of events that may be
more in line with your work/play schedule that we
would greatly enjoy having you be a part of. In addition
to this newsletter and our great website which our Web
Sgt. Terry Crum puts together; our illustrious Jr. Past
Commandant Garry Gibson keeps a detachment
schedule of events up-to-date and delivered via email
through the Web Sgt. Please keep an eye out for all of
these communications and contact any of the officers if
you have questions regarding details or how and when
you can step up. One very important event out on the
horizon is the 2016 Department of Colorado
Convention which our detachment will be hosting at
The Embassy Suites off of Woodmen and I25 on
Corporate Center Dr., 5-8 May. We will be in need of a
number of volunteers over the course of the event so
mark your calendars and contact me if you are
available to help. For more information on all the
upcoming fun, please read Sr. Vice Paul Hinojosa’s,
Quarter Master Trammell Davis’, and MODD Pound
Keeper Garry Gibson’s articles in this and future
newsletters.
Please remember to talk to Paymaster Denise
Wickersheim regarding your membership dues if you
are not a life member. We will again be sending out a
very friendly reminder to all those whose dues have
lapsed or are in danger of doing so in the next ninety
days. And by way of an FYI, we can now accept
credit/debit card payments for dues, cash sales, and
donations to the Marines Helping Marines Fund,

Scholarship Fund and Marine Corps Ball Fund (to
include purchasing tickets). These purchases are not
available online or over the phone, only in person at
a meeting, cash sales event, or over coffee when you
buy me a donut or a piece of pie.
Speaking of the Marines Helping Marines Fund. I want
to thank all 22 from our detachment that came out this
past Saturday night to the spaghetti dinner fundraiser
event hosted by the American Legion Post 38 in
Fountain to benefit the family of Marine Sgt. Jeffery
Sempler. Sgt. Sempler as you may all have heard in
the news lately was the son of Laurie Allen in Fountain,
and was one of the twelve Marines that were
presumed killed in a helicopter training accident off the
coast of Hawaii a couple weeks ago. A vote was taken
among the officers to make an additional contribution
($500) from our MHM fund to the family to help offset
the mounting travel expenses for them to attend Sgt.
Sempler’s memorial service that will be held in his old
home town in South Carolina. The American Legion
Hall was packed with folks from many different
organizations who all came out to not only lend a hand
financially, but more importantly to offer sympathy,
condolences, moral and physical support.
Due to a recent scheduling conflict at TREA, our 20
February monthly meeting will be in the “Fish Bowl”.
This is the glass enclosed room at the end of the bingo
hall instead of in the main Ball Room where we
normally meet. Please enter through the doors in the
middle of the building rather than the ones on the
southeast corner. See you there.
Let’s all work together to make this a great year.
Semper Fi!
Russ

While we were freezing, these Marines were chillin’!!!
Hank Hankins, Del Duvall and Joe “G” Martinez
Liberty call in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico!
Senior Vice Commandant
Paul Hinojosa
joannhinojosa@q.com
719-573-2185
Reminder, our next big event will
be the St. Patrick's Day parade on
March the 12th. The more the
merrier, so I hope to see some
new faces at the parade. Our
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group will be pretty large with Joe's truck and DI,
Hanks fire truck, praying they all stay in working order
(the vehicles, we all know Joe and Hank are what we
strive to be, physically), and maybe, just maybe, a
motorcycle brigade! Let me if you are interested in
riding motorcycles during the parade by either phone
or email. In addition, both the Pikes Peak and Colorado
Springs Young Marines have accepted our invitation
and will be joining us in the parade. Whew! I'm
excited just writing about it!
Our next meeting is February 20, followed by an
MODD growl and initiation for new pups. Bring some
dough, or um, bones for fines. If you’re a quite
introvert like me and want to slip by unnoticed and
avoid fines try sitting by someone loud, like Terry,
Gary, or Da Gunny!
Semper Fi,
Paul J Hinojosa
Junior Vice Commandant
Terry Crum
terry-crum@hotmail.com
719-432-7340
Greetings to the Marines, FMF
Corpsmen, associate members, and
families. The last day of January
proved to be a busy day for the always faithful members
of our detachment. As so often the case our motto of
“Semper Fidelis” is demonstrated by the actions and
deeds of the detachment.
Our Senior Vice Paul Hinojosa asked if I would be willing
to continue to be the color guard organizer. I enjoy
marching with the motivators of the detachment and
said I would do it. With that said, it is the time of year to
start getting ready to show the people of Colorado
Springs area what Marine Corps pride is all about. Save
up spare change so you can get your dress blues to the
cleaners. If those blues are getting a bit to tight, PT like
the hard corps devil dog that you are. The first event for
the color guard is the St. Patrick's Day parade on March
th
the 12 . Get some!
Semper Fi,
Terry

The ladies always have a smile!

Judge Advocate
Gary George
garyg4812@yahoo.com
719-597-3054
NSTR.
Chaplain’s Corner
Pat Carty

jpcarty1@comcast.net
719-337-7179
Greetings Marines, FMF
Corpsmen, Associates, and
Friends. On 04 January members
of the Bereavement Team attended the funeral service
for Marine Russell Olin "Rusty" Campbell. Thanks to all
for your support of Rusty's family. They were very
appreciative of our presence. WWII Marine Ray
Hosack passed away on 20 January 2016. He was in
the 3rd wave of Marines landing on Iwo Jima. The
family will have a private service for Mr. Hosack.
I would like to thank all those for attending the funeral
service for Barbara Saks. She was a WWII British
Women's Royal Air Force veteran an avid supporter of
the monthly WWII and Korean War Luncheon here in
Colorado Springs and a friend of many in our
detachment. The service held at Village Seven
Presbyterian Church was beautiful.
I am very happy that many members of the
detachment attended the spaghetti fundraiser dinner
for Sgt. Jeffery Sempler's family at the American
Legion Post. Sgt. Sempler was one of the 12
Marines lost in the helicopter training accident off the
coast of Hawaii.

Sergeant Jeffery Sempler
Steve Schwartz is undergoing somewhat of a setback
in his at home recovery from an illness that put him in
the hospital last year. He also underwent surgery last
week for a medical problem. He welcomes phone calls
(719.213.1922) and, will fill you in on the details. It was
great to see Barry Farris at the January meeting. He
looked good and, is working hard to get back into
fighting trim. Please keep all of our members and their
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family members who are undergoing health issues in
your thoughts and, prayers. On a lighter note, Joe G.
Martinez and Hank Hankins have returned safely home
from a 10-day adventure in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico to
visit with Del Duvall at his winter home there. Joe said
they had a grand time. I'm sure they will regale the
Detachment with their fishing stories and, other
escapades. Please contact me if you know of any
members, member’s families, Marines, or FMF
Corpsmen residing in our community that are sick or in
distress anytime at (719) 337- 7179. Here's to Fair
Winds and, Following Seas during 2016 for all.
Semper Fi,
Pat Carty

Members of our detachment attended the fund
raiser dinner for Sg.t Jeffery Sempler.

Minutes of the 16 January 2016 meeting of the Marine
Corps League Pikes Peak Detachment (Note: Draft until
accepted at the 20 February 2016 meeting).
• Commandant, Russ Miller, opened the 16 January
2016 meeting of the Marine Corps League Pikes
Peak Detachment for Official business at 0900 with
Salute to Colors and opening prayer. All officers
were present.
• Guests / Application for Membership:
o David Bachelor serves as a Navy Chaplain and
has made multiple deployments to Operation
Iraqi Freedom in support of Marine Force
ground forces. He is a Commander in the Navy
reserves and serves as Pastor of First United
Methodist Church of Fountain, CO.
o Gary Green served in the Marines from 19631983. Gary Green ask to join the detachment as
a regular member.
o Theresa Crum, wife of Junior Vice
Commandant Terry Crum, ask to join the
detachment as an associate member.
o Commandant Russ Miller made a motion to
vote Gary Green as a regular member and
Theresa Crum as an associate member, which
was seconded by Member Iris Rudesill. The
motion carried unanimously.

Paymaster
Denise Wickersheim
Md1970@q.com
719-590-9109
Please send your membership dues
(annual renewal) to the Pikes Peak
Detachment address.
New Member and Renewal Dues - $36.00
Think about becoming a Life Member!!!
Life Membership Costs:
Age 35 - below - $500.00
36 – 50 - $400.00
51 – 64 - $300.00
65 & over - $200.00
Semper Fi,
Denise

•

•
•

Adjutant
Terry Crum
terry-crum@hotmail.com
719-432-7340
16 January 2016 Detachment
Meeting Minutes

•

•

Our newest member: Gary Green
Minutes: Sgt. at Arms Osa Tuck made a motion to
accept the December 2015 minutes. Member Roger
Baty reminded the membership that the November
2015 minutes still required approval, as a result the
motion was amended for the approval of both
months. Member Iris Rudesill seconded the motion
and the motion carried.
New Correspondence: None.
Paymaster: Introduced to the detachment the new
reimbursement form. She stated that the forms will
be available on the detachment web site from her
and soon on the detachment web site.
Sick and in Distress: Member Paul Darrow
requested prayers for his wife Sharon. She
underwent surgery last week.
Report of Officers
Commandant: Commandant Miller gave an
account of the 9 Jan Officer’s meeting and Training
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session a number of things were discussed and
“ALL UNANIMOUSLY” voted on at.
1. To move $218.00 from the General Fund to the
Scholarship Fund
2. To make the annual $150.00 fuel stipend to Hank
Hankins for the use of the Fire Truck in Parades and
support of Toys for Tots
3. To pay the $5.00 for each officer or member that
wishes to be a delegate at the 2016 Colorado
Department convention here in Colorado Springs.
(based on current voting strength of the detachment
this amount would cap out at $610 if all attended)
4. To Budget $300 to renew gaming license for the
purpose of holding raffles, bingo, et.
5. To continue reimbursing carpool drivers fuel
expense to department staff meetings provided those
meetings are in excess of 50 miles one way from
starting point.
6. To contribute $100.00 each to the following
Department of Colorado MCL endeavors; DOCO
Scholarship Fund, DOCO Marines Helping Marines
Fund, Marine Corps Memorial in Golden, CO.
7. To budget $250.00 for the purchase of a portable
sound system with wireless microphones for use at our
meetings and events that we operate in the
community.
8. To budget $700.00 for the purchase of a portable
video projector for use at our meetings and events that
we operate in the community.
9. To budget $837.44 for maintenance to the
detachment’s 14-foot trailer which includes; new rear
LED tail lights, replacing two worn tires, purchasing
and installing a spare tire mount, purchasing a rim for a
spare tire, installing “E-track” tie down hardware and
misc. necessary hardware, and $100 for emergency
repairs.
10. To budget $500.00 for maintenance and repairs to
our 45 foot “T4T” trailer which includes repairing the
electrical/lights and materials for rear overhead door.
11. To budget $500.00 to assist with repairs and
maintenance on the fire truck which include repair or
replacement of the light bar and an additional battery if
needed.
12. To obtain a debit card for the use of the
Quartermaster from a dedicated account for the
purpose of ordering inventory items for cash sales from
online vendors/wholesalers.
Commandant Miller met with ENT FCU this week and
learned that the detachment could not tie the card to
the Cash sales savings account without opening a new
checking account. As a result, Commandant Miller
made a motion to open a new dedicated account that

would be the only account that the quartermaster
would have access to and that the detachment take
$2000.00 from general fund to start this account as
seed money for orders that need to be placed
immediately to build up. The motion was made by
commandant Miller and seconded by Member Jim
Woods. The motion carried unanimously.

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

Our guest: Rev. Dr. David Bachelor
Senior Vice Commandant:
o The upcoming Detachment events were
th
discussed including the March 12 St. Patrick’s
Day parade. Senior Vice Hinojosa noted that
members could learn about upcoming events
from the schedule posted by Junior Past
Commandant Gibson or by referencing the
detachment website.
o We will have motorcycles back in our parades!
o The young Marines will be seen at more events
in the future.
Junior Vice Commandant / Adjutant: NSTR.
Judge Advocate: NSTR.
Chaplain: Chaplain Pat Carty made his first report
returning to his post and thanked the previous
chaplain for his hard work in the role. Barbara Sacks
passed away recently, she was 98 years of age.
Information regarding here funeral are not known at
this time, the information will be forwarded to the
detachment as soon as it is known. Chaplain Pat
Carty closed by asking that in the future there are
any questions regarding funerals the detachment
bereavement team is attending to address question
to him.
Quartermaster: The red vests have finally arrived
and are ready for pick up. Some t-shirts are also still
in stock. The Quartermaster is in need of volunteers
to work cash sales, please contact Quartermaster
Trammell Davis to help staff the cash sales both for
various events this year, e.g. Territory Days.
Sergeant at Arms: NSTR.
Web Sergeant:
o Promoted the detachment’s new web site and
the detachment’s presence on Facebook. The
Facebook page will be monitored to ensure no
inappropriate comments are made on the page.
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Announced that help would be needed in the
near future to help sell advertisements for the
upcoming MCL state convention being held in
Colorado Springs. Hopes are to get the
advertisers from a variety of methods.
Commandant Miller reminded the detachment
that the event will be held the first weekend in
May at the Embassy Suite and that they had
given us the best overall deal.
o The Web Sgt. closed by asking the detachment
to direct any problems / concerns regarding the
detachment web site or newsletter be directed
to the him.
Toys for Tots:
o 24196 toys distributed to 14167 children. Last
year we distributed 14632 to 10060 children.
65% more toys to 41% more children even with
turning away just over 800 8-12 year olds
because we didn’t get in enough toys or money
to buy toys for them.
o Member Iris Rudesill mentioned that in previous
years the detachment would collect toys at one
of the meetings near the end of the year to
contribute to Toys for Tots. Commandant Miller
agreed that this was a good idea to build
support for Toys for Tots in the detachment.
Military Order of Devil Dogs (MODD): Pound
Keeper Gibson informed the Detachment that all
eligible members could seek membership in the
MODD and that 35 dollars would be required. The
th
next MODD meeting will be after the February 20
detachment meeting.
Standing Committees:
Member Jim Woods
announced the detachment would elect new
members for the Scholarship Committee. Please
consider being part of this important committee.
Special Committees:
o Commandant Russ Miller announced a need for
the detachment to create committee for the
2016 Colorado State MCL convention. Please
consider being part of this committee.
Unfinished Business: John Kowall and Peggy
Baldwin were presented the 2015 Community
service award.
New Business: Member Tony Barrera announced
that his son, Tony Barrera Jr., enlisted in the Marine
Corps and asked if it were ok if his son was a guest
at a future detachment meeting before heading to
boot camp. The overall response from the
detachment was “yes”.
Good of the League: NSTR
With no additional business at hand, the 50/50
drawing was held. The total amount collected was
$78.00. Junior Past Commandant Garry Gibson
o

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

owned the winning ticket! He donated the winnings
of $39.00 to the Convention beer fund.
With all business being completed Commandant
Miller closed the meeting at 1000. The next meeting
will take place on 20 February 2016.
Respectfully submitted, Terry Crum, Adjutant
Pikes Peak Detachment, Marine Corps League

The Junior Vice Commandant Terry Crum meets
Gabe Martinez, honoree of the 2015 Colorado
Wounded Veterans Runs.

Sergeant-at-Arms
Osa Tuck
osa@divide.net
719-332-0557(C)
The next detachment monthly
meeting will be 20
February 2016. Come join us for the first meeting
of 2016.
20 February 2016 at 0900
Breakfast begins at 0800 ($10.00)
Come early for Coffee (0730)
We meet in the “Fish Bowl”, the glass enclosed room
at the end of the bingo hall.
The Enlisted Association (formally TREA)
834 Emory Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80915-3402

Toys for Tots
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
NSTR.
Semper Fi, Russ

Quarter Master
Trammel Davis

davis.trammell@yahoo.com
719-576-8207

NSTR.
Semper Fi, Trammel
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Garry D. Gibson
Pedigree Devil Dog (PDD)
Senior Vice Pack Leader
Pound Keeper
gunny1@mindspring.com
719-495-9640
WOOF! WOOF! Hi there you mangy
bunch of flea bitten Karnivorous
Kanines of Pike Peak, #150. I hope you all received a
bunch of doggie bones and treats for Christmas and
that your News Year’s resolution is to track down some
new mutts to join our mangy Pound. Now, down to business (not that type): our next Growl will be held
right after our 20 February monthly meeting is
adjourned at TREA; this is the time for all you
wannabee mutts out there that want to join our flea
invested Pound. In order to join our group of howling
misfits, you must survive initiations. Our Mad Dog
(needs his distemper shots) Terry Crum will be the
NCOIC of this grueling and very secretive ordeal. For
those of you who survive this grueling process, you will
have to fork over $35.00 dollars to join - $10.00 goes to
the kennel for dues, $2.00 goes to Colorado Pack for
dues, $3.00 goes in to our Pound bank account and
the remaining $20.00 is for your Pup Kit. This kit
contains your Red Passport booklet, Black Ribbon
(collar), Dog Tag and a Shoulder and Cover patch.
Advancement to Devil Dog: for all you Pups out there
who have at least a year in grade, you may only
advance to Devil Dog at a Department Convention
GRAND GROWL - the next GRAND GROWL will be
held on Friday 6 May 2016 here in Colorado Springs;
more information will be posted in my March 2016
newsletter article…Till then…keep your paws on the
ground…sniff the Rocky Mountain air…laugh… have
fun snarling, growling and chasing future MODD
wannabees…and…help those mutts out there that are
less fortunate than your measly fleas infested selves…
Semper Fi & WOOF! WOOF!
PDD Garry Gibson
gunny1@mindspring.com
(719) 495-9640
Pound Keeper; Pound #150, Sr.Vice Pound Keeper

This Month in History
Selected February Dates of Marine Corps Historical
Significance
1 February 1967: Operation Prairie II was begun in
Quang Tri province by elements of the 3d Marine
Division. During the 46-day search-and-destroy
operation which terminated 18 March, 93 Marines and
693 of the enemy were killed.
2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part of
the first assault on islands controlled by the Japanese
before the start of World War II, captured Namur and

eight other islands in the Kwajalein Atoll.
6 February 1968: Two reduced Marine battalions, the
1st Battalion, 1st Marines with two companies, and 2d
Battalion, 5th Marines with three, recaptured Hue's
hospital, jail, and provincial headquarters. It would take
three more weeks of intense house to house fighting,
and nearly a thousand Marines killed and wounded,
before the imperial city was secured.
11 February 1922: BGen John H. Russell was
appointed U.S. High Commissioner and personal
representative of the President to the government of
Haiti. This nine-year assignment placed this future
Commandant in supreme command of both the
occupying American force and the Haitian
Gendarmerie.
15 February 1998: One hundred years ago this date,
28 Marines and 232 seamen lost their lives when the
battleship Maine was mysteriously sunk by an
explosion in the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Though no
definitive evidence linked the Spanish with the sinking,
the cry went up, "Remember the Maine!", and by late
April the U.S. and Spain were at war.
17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation
DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3 March, was
conducted near Quang Ngai city. The Special Landing
Force (BLT Y4 and HMM-363) accounted for 280
enemy killed.
23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings
on Iwo Jima, 1stLt Harold G. Schrier led 40 men from
Company E, 2d Battalion, 28th Marines, up Mt.
Suribachi to secure the crest and raise the small
American flag that battalion commander LtCol
Chandler Johnson had given Schrier. Within an hour,
the patrol reached the rim of the crater. After a short
fire-fight with Japanese defenders emerging from
several caves, the small American flag was attached to
an iron pipe and raised over the island.
24 February 1991: The I Marine Expeditionary Force
and coalition forces began a ground assault on Iraqi
defenses in the final chapter of Operation Desert
Storm. The 1st and 2d Marine Divisions stormed into
the teeth of Iraqi defenses while heavily armored allied
forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from behind.
In 100 hours, U.S. and allied forces defeated the Iraqi
Army.
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended
when the cease- fire declared by President George
Bush went into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force has
a strength of more than 92,000 making Operation
Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps operation in
history. A total of 24 Marines were killed in action during
the Gulf War.
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