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Commandant 
Russ Miller 

rcmllr@msn.com 
719-235-1058 

Hello Marines, Navy FMF 
Corpsmen, Associate Members, 
and families. We had great 

attendance (42) at the May monthly meeting. If you 
haven’t been to a meeting in a while, I encourage you 
to come out and join us again. Let’s see if we can’t get 
over the 50 hump. At Territory Days I met and had a 

 
May Meeting 

good chat with some of the new leadership at “TREA”, 
now The Enlisted Association, and we talked about the 
quality of the SOS that is served at our meetings. I was 
asked to bring in a recipe for better S*** to go on the 
Shingle. If you have any suggestions please send them 
to me and I will pass them along while I cross my 
fingers, arms, legs, eyes and anything else I can cross 
without causing permanent damage and hope for the 
best. We are working on the details for this summer’s 
Pig Roast Picnic as was discussed at the May meeting.  

 
Territory Days 

We are working to nail down the date and convey that 
via email ASAP. We should have all the details 
hammered out by the June meeting so that we can 
vote on the necessary expenditures at that time. If you 
are unsure of your membership renewal date, please 
contact me or our Paymaster, Denise Wickersheim. 
Reminder, a number of Officers and members from our 
detachment will be attending the Department of 
Colorado and Rocky Mountain Division Convention, 
(12-14 June 2015) in Thornton at the Hilton 
Doubletree, 83 E. 120th. We will be attending the 
classes and meetings as well as those MODD Pups 
that will going through initiation to become Dogs at the 
growl on Friday and best of luck to those running for 

Department Elected and Appointed Positions. PDD 
Gibson aka. “The Gunny”, has more good news in his 
article about the future of our MODD Pound. Be sure to 
check it out.  WOOF! WOOF! 

Semper Fi, Russ 

 

May Meeting 
 

Senior Vice Commandant 
Terry Crum 

terry-crum@hotmail.com 
719-432-7340 

Greetings Marines, Navy FMF 
Corpsman, and Associate Members; 

summer is just beginning and I hope everyone gets to 
spend a bit of their time in the outdoors in weeks to 
come. I was worried that we were going to be under 
water due to heavy rains during the Memorial Day 
wreath laying ceremony. Fate was on our side and the 
weather was beautiful when Pat Carty and Paul 
Hinojosa carried the wreath representing Pikes Peak 
Marine Corps League. Thanks to the members of the 
detachment who attended and showed their Marine 

 
Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony 

pride. Despite our years our love of the Corps runs 
deep. Apparently the Sailors responsible for the Navy 
monument at Memorial Park “accidentally” displayed 
the Marine flag upside down. Of all of the service flags 
this was the only one not correct. No Worries, a few 
Devil Dogs from out of town spotted the problem and 
Pikes Peak members performed immediate corrective 
action. The Marine Corps flag displayed well for the 
ceremony. No doubt it was an honest mistake. Many 
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people use Memorial Day as the beginning of summer 
and BBQ and sometimes forget the true purpose of the 
day, honoring Veterans who have since gone before 
us. And I will admit that I spend my fair share of time in 
front of the grill. The Memorial Day ceremony, attended 
by many in the community, is a fine way to bring into 
focus the debt we owe to all those who served and 

 
Memorial Day Ceremony 

died for this great nation founded on the principle of 
freedom. July 4th is fast approaching and we are on 
track to take part in the parade in Monument on the 4th 
at 10:00 AM. This parade is put on every year by the 
Monument Hill Kiwanis and this year should be “good 
to go”! Do contact me via email if you have any 
questions / concerns about participating. Until our next 
meeting (aka “family reunion”) stay MOTO (motivated!) 
as we continue to work together to make 2015 
outstanding. Good health and every blessing to you 
and yours!        Take care and Semper Fi 

Terry Crum 
 

 
Junior Vice Commandant 

Terry Boston 
bostoncolorado@peakinet.net 

719-393-3141 
 
 
 
 

 
Judge Advocate 

Kazimir “Kaz” Mueller  
Kazmueller@gmail.com 

719-471-3102 
 
 
 
 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Russ Miller 

rcmllr@msn.com 
719-235-1058 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen, 
Associates, and Friends; After more 
than a month with no Marines 

passing, at the time of my writing this, five Marines 
from the Colorado Springs area have answered the 
final roll call just this past week and have gone on to 
report to Marine Barracks Heaven. We wish them “Fair 
Winds and Following Seas”. My deepest thanks to the 
members of the bereavement team that attended the 
memorial services that were held and gave comfort 
and encouragement to the families. Also, thanks to 
Senior Vice Terry Crum and all our members that went 
out and honored our fallen brothers and sisters this 
past Memorial Day at Memorial Park and in Fountain.  
As I read so many posts on Facebook leading up to 
Memorial Day, the common theme was that it’s not a 
holiday about BBQs or sales or the 

 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
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beginning of camping season, it is instead to 
remember those that have paid with their last full 
measure of devotion to this nation. A number of times 
this past weekend, I had to bite my tongue and smile 
back as many well-meaning, honestly wonderful 
people wished me a Happy Memorial Day. While I am, 
as I’m sure you all are, happy to have the freedoms 

 
May Meeting 

paid for by those that have gone before us, as a 
member of a Gold Star Family, Memorial Day is a stark 
reminder of the losses that we have endured 
personally while weighed against the incredible 
freedoms that we all enjoy. I pray that as a nation we 
do not once again become complacent and have to be 
awakened and have our patriotism tested by a repeat 
of a tragedy such as September 11th, 2001. May God 
continue to give peace and comfort to all who have lost 
loved ones in the fight for liberty. On a much, much 
more cheerful note, you have seen in the Chaplains 

 
Jim Mauer Speaks to the Members 

Corner in the past couple newsletters or heard at the 
last few meetings that we have had a few folks that 
have been feeling less than stellar. Well, we were very 
glad to have “Doc” Jim Maurer and his lovely wife Sally 
with us at this past meeting. Jim has been having 
some serious health challenges lately which he gave 
us a run-down of. Please keep him in your thoughts 
and prayers as he continues to recover. We were also 
happy to see Bob Roper back with us after a few 
rounds of bronchitis and pneumonia. We learned that 
Iris Rudesill is back on the mend and was traveling out 

of state to visit family. Ooorah!! to each of these hard 
chargers as they continue to adapt and overcome. As 
we have more veteran Marines join our detachment in 
the months and years to come, I definitely look forward 
to sharing the best kind of news with you all; which is 
the arrival of a potential future Devil Dog. 
Congratulations to our own Antonio “Bear” Barrera and 
his incredible wife Elna, who welcomed a new little 
bear cub, Andres Julian “AJ” Barrera at 7 lbs 5oz and 
20 inches long into their family on April 29th. I was told 
not to tell anyone that Joe G. Martinez had surgery this 
past week, perhaps, because he doesn’t want anybody 
making a big fuss or maybe he just wants to have 
some peace and quiet while he heals up. So in attempt 
for us all to honor his wishes please don’t read this 
paragraph. WHOOPSIE!! I probably should have said 
that last sentence first. Oh Darn! As I have mentioned, 
we are always in need of more members for the 

 
Jim Mauer and Chris Donahue Talk Corpsman 

Bereavement Team and I would also ask you to 
consider spending some time going and visiting some 
of our fellow Marines and FMF corpsmen that are 
hospitalized, living in nursing care facilities, or just 
unable to get out and about on their own. If you would 
like a visit, so we can share how great we used to be 
with one another, please contact me. There is a group 
of us that would love to just sit and chat a bit. If you are 
aware of any of our members, member’s families, 
Marines, or FMF Corpsmen residing in our community 
that are sick or in distress, please contact me day or 
night (719) 235-1058 so that we might lift them up in 
our thoughts and prayers and see how we might 
otherwise comfort them and be of assistance in their 
time of need. 

Semper Fi, Russ Miller, Chaplain 
 

Paymaster 
Denise Wickersheim 

Md1970@q.com 
719-590-9109 

 

Please send your membership dues 

http://www.mclpikespeak.org/
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(annual renewal) to the Pikes Peak Detachment 
address (located at the top of the Newsletter).  

New Member and Renewal Dues - $36.00 
Think about becoming a Life Member!!! 

Life Membership Costs: 
Age 35 - below - $500.00 

                              36 – 50 - $400.00 
                              51 – 64 - $300.00 
                              65 & over - $200.00 

 

Semper Fi, Denise 
 

Adjutant 
Terry Boston 

bostoncolorado@peakinet.net 
719-393-3141 

Minutes of the 16 May 2015 Meeting 
of the Marine Corps League Pikes 
Peak Detachment (Note: Draft until 
accepted at the 20 June 2015 

meeting).  
• Commandant, Russ Miller opened the 16 May 

2015 meeting of the Marine Corps League Pikes 
Peak Detachment for Official business at 0900 with 
Salute to Colors and opening prayer. All officers 
were present. 

• Guests / Application for Membership: Junior Past 
Commandant “Gunny” Gibson made a motion to 
accept the following guests into the Detachment; 
Web Sergeant Roger Baty seconded the motion 
and the motion carried.  Welcome all!  
o Chris Donahue spent 10 years as a Corpsman 

primarily in the Norfolk, VA area. He and his 
family have settled in Colorado Springs and he 
applied to the Detachment as an Associate 
Member. 

  
Chris Donahue Speaks to the Members 

o Dennis Cambillo spent four years in the Marine 
Corps primarily with the 2nd MARDIV. He and 
his wife Ashley joined the Detachment as 
Member and Associate Member, respectively. 

 

 
Dennis Cambillo Speaks to the Members 

o Chris Hinojosa spent four years in the Marine 
Corps as a motor vehicle operator. He and his 
family have settled here to be close to family, 
he is active in the community, and coaches his 
children’s sports teams. 

 
Chris Hinojosa Speaks to the Members 

o Gary Stanley had three tours in Vietnam and 
21 years in the Marine Corps and is a long 
running member of the detachment who has 
renewed his membership. 

 
Gary Stanley Speaks to the Members 

• Minutes: Member Bob Berndt made a motion to 
accept the April minutes. Roger Baty seconded the 
motion and the motion carried.   

• New Correspondence: Commandant Miller 
announced Fred Krebs, Marine Corps League 
Department of Colorado Judge Advocate, provided 
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the proposed changes to the Department Bylaws.  
See Commandant Miller if you are interested in 
reviewing them. Let one of the delegates know if 
you have an issue with any of the changes. 

• Pay Master: Pay Master Denise Wickersheim has 
financial reports for members who want them. She 
requested members check their dues status.   

 
May Meeting 

• Sick and in Distress:   
o Commandant Miller, acting Chaplain, 

announced Member Iris Rudesill is doing well!  
o Member Jim Maurer provided a touching 

account of highlights of his career and life 
since serving in Vietnam. (Editor: Jim stated 
that his memory was slowly slipping away and 
though he did not ask for it, my perception was 
that he wanted members to be able to remind 
him of his past when he would no longer recall 
it. Jim spoke of college, being drafted, joining 
the Navy, almost playing basketball with the 
GOSHAWKS in Pensacola, orders to join the 
Marines, CORPSMAN in Vietnam and a bond 
with Marines, finishing college, working in the 
Pharmaceutical Business, his struggles with 
PTSD and acceptance of his struggle and 
getting help, raising his family, an out of the 
blue invite by a Marine Corps Major to the 
Marine Corps Ball in Colorado Springs that 
brought him and Sally back to a camaraderie 
that was absent from his life, joining the MCL 
Pikes Peak Detachment and finally settling in 
with a great group of Marines, CORPMAN and 
Associates. I would ask members to remain 
aware of Jim’s progress with his medical care 
and when he comes to meetings talk to him 
about his life experiences.) He stated he is 
honored to have served with Marines and it is 
a great privilege to be a part of the Marine 
Corps League. The Detachment responded 
with a standing ovation for a dedicated 
CORPSMAN and great American. 

• Report of Officers: 
• Commandant:  

o Territory Days are coming up on 23-25 May.  
Join with members at Denny’s on Bijou prior to 
the event.  Volunteers to man the booth are 
still needed!   

   
Chuck Brown – A China Marine at the May Meeting 

o The Detachment has eight delegates and two 
alternates for the Department Convention, 12-
14 June.  A Devil Dog Growl will be held on 
Friday the 12th of June.   

o The National Convention will be held 9-14 
August, in Scottsdale, AZ.  Members Steve 
Swartz, Gunny Gibson, and Kaz Mueller may 
attend as delegates for the Detachment.  Let 
Commandant Miller know this week to register. 

• Senior Vice – Member Pat Carty will lay the wreath 
during the 25 May Memorial Day Ceremony which 
will start at 1000. Attend if you can. Dress is 
informal (red MCL cover, vest). 

• Junior Vice / Adjutant – NSTR. 
• Judge Advocate – The Detachment will be 

reporting on the M-1s, as they are on loan. 
• Pay Master – Nothing additional to report. 
• Chaplain:  

o Chaplain Miller announced the passing of 
David Lee Price, Jr. He was a stone mason 
and Marine who worked extensively with our 
deceased Member Sam Sparks. 

o The Bereavement Committee will attend the 
services for Marine Noah Harter, who was a 
2008 graduate of Rampart High School in 
Colorado Springs and a Lance Corporal Radio 
Operator. 

• Quartermaster and Web Sergeant – NSTR.  
• Standing Committees:   

o Toys-for-Tots:  
o Coordinator Russ Miller is working with 

Southern Colorado organizations including 
the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad.  
The railroad will extend its Christmas toy 
program, which provides free rides in 

http://www.mclpikespeak.org/
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exchange for a toy, for two-days over two 
weekends in a row. Last year, the 
Detachment returned with two times the 
number of toys we provided!    

o Work is starting on the sheeting for the 
Semi on which the Marine Corps League 
and Toys-for-Tots logos will be placed.  

 
May Meeting – Checking In! 

• Military Order of the Devil Dog (MODD) – The 
opportunity to become a “Pup” will be available at 
the Department Convention. We now have enough 
MODD members to start our own Pound! 

• Scholarship Committee – Member Jim Woods 
stated the committee is processing three 
applications and will announce winning names at 
the next meeting.        

• Unfinished Business: The picnic will occur either 
the last week in July or the first week in August.  
Commandant Miller made a motion to form a 
Picnic Committee to research venue, costs, and 
other factors associated with the event. Roger Baty 
seconded the motion and it carried. Members Jim 
Woods, Joe V. Martinez, and Denise Wickersheim 
volunteered for the committee. Results will be 
provided during the June meeting. 

• New Business:  None.  
• Good of the League:  

o Member Melvin Postlewait announced the 
following about wreath laying events on the 
25th in Fountain: 0900 – The Military Order of 
the Purple Heart will lay a wreath at Memorial 
Park. 1000 – Member Joe V. Martinez of the 
Marine Corps League Pikes Peak Detachment 
will lay a wreath at Memorial Park. 1400 - 
Members Melvin Postlewait and Joe V. 
Martinez will lay a wreath at the Fountain 
Valley Memorial.      

o Member Bob Berndt announced his final ride 
for Multiple Sclerosis. This is his 28th year of 
riding for this great cause. In response to his 
request for a $300.00 donation, Gunny Gibson 
made the motion, Roger Baty seconded, and 

the motion carried. The Detachment is 
honored to have contributed to this cause over 
the years, and we salute Bob’s dedication.  

 
May Meeting 

o Commandant Miller announced the El Paso 
County Board of Commissioners will sign a 
proclamation at the County Offices on 21 May 
2015 at 0900, recognizing veterans and 
Memorial Day.  Please attend if you can. 

o A man’s red MCL Blazer is available for a 
donation to the Scholarship Fund. See 
Commandant Miller if you are interested.   

• With no additional business at hand, the 50 / 50 
drawing was held. Terry Boston was the lucky 
winner!  She donated the winnings to the Marines 
Helping Marines Fund.   

• With all business being completed Commandant 
Miller closed the meeting at 0958. The next 
meeting will take place on 20 June 2015. 
Respectfully submitted, Terry Boston, Adjutant 
Pikes Peak Detachment, Marine Corps League 

 
 

Jim Mauer at the 2011 Marine Corps Ball 
 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Ron Asmussen  

lasmussen@msn.com 
719-648-0071 

 
 

Next Meeting 
20 June 2015 0900 at TREA – Come early (0730), 
drink coffee, eat breakfast and tell stories 
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Upcoming Events 
 Department of Colorado and Rocky Mountain 

Division Convention – 11-14 June, Denver 
 Monument 4th of July Parade – 4 July 
 Salute to Veterans Rally Cripple Creek – 14-16 

Aug 
 Labor Day Parade Fountain – 7 Sep 
 
 

 
 
 

Toys for Tots 
Russ Miller 

rcmllr@msn.com 
719-235-1058 

We are always on the lookout for a 
suitable building (approximately 
7000-10000 square feet) to 

warehouse and operate our campaign. If you are 
aware of any large facilities that are vacant and might 
work for our needs please contact me so I can start 
negotiating with the appropriate parties. 

Semper Fi, Russ 
 
 

Quarter Master 
Russ Miller 

rcmllr@msn.com 
719-235-1058 

Territory Days was a success in 
spite of the rain, cool 
temperatures, and the skunk that 
decided to make camp in the 

sewer drain right across from our booth. Our success 
was due mainly to the great group of volunteers that 
came out and manned our booth and channeled their 
inner “Carnie”. Thank you very much to Steve 
Peterson, Joe G. Martinez, Hank Hankins, Trammell 
Davis, Arden Rivers, Pat Carty and Roger Baty. We 
had gross sales of just over $3300 and raised a little 
over $85 for the Marines Helping Marines Fund. Our 
next Outside Cash Sales event is going to be at 
Walmart on Powers Blvd. and Woodmen Rd., 0900-
1500, 27 June 2015. Breakfast will be at Gunther 
Toodys next to Walmart at 0730 for those who want to 
come out and participate. Please let me know if you 
are available to come and help with our booth for all or 
part of the day. I am taking orders for Red Vests, ($25) 
call or email me with your size.  Nametags, $8 for gold 
w/ red engraved EGA and text, or $10 for red w/ white 
text and raised anodized EGA. After looking at the 
events calendar for this year and dates where outside 
cash sales events conflict with our monthly meetings, 
we will continue to have cash sales at our monthly 
meetings only in the odd months, Jan., Mar., May, 

etc….  So, Ship Store will be CLOSED at the June 
meeting which gives you time to save up for the July 
meeting. 

Semper Fi….Russ 
 
 

Scholarship Fund 
Jim Woods 

jimw12152@aol.com 
719-390-6538 

The Scholarship Committee (Jim 
Woods (Chair), Roger Baty, 
Peggy Baldwin) has reviewed 

applications/essays and will make an announcement at 
the June meeting on the Committee’s award 
recommendations. Also, after this year’s review of 
applications, a few issues popped out and so at the 
June meeting we will recommend putting together a 
Committee to review the Scholarship Administrative 
Procedures so that we can bring recommended 
changes before the membership at a meeting later this 
year. 

Semper Fi, Jim Woods 
 

 
Garry D. Gibson 

Pedigree Devil Dog (PDD) 
Senior Vice Pack Leader 

Senior Vice Pound Keeper 
gunny1@mindspring.com 

719-495-9640 
A Big WOOF WOOF to all of you 

Karnivorous Kanines of the Pikes Peak Detachment (a 
proposed name of the detachment’s Pound). This 
article will be a short bite - we need at least 10 
members to start up our Pound and the good news is 
we have 15 MODD members. We also have several 
more members who are interested in joining us once 
our pound is activated. In order to start up our pound, 
we need a minimum of 5 members who are Devil Dogs 
(DD) or Pedigree Devil Dogs (PDD); this can be a 
mixed group of DD’s & PDD’s. A little information on 
who assigns the number for our Pound and who 
names our Pound: MODD bylaws state that our Pound 
shall bear a number as determined by the Honorable 
Kennel Dog Robber; the Pound shall bear the name 
that the members of the Pound choose, except that no 
Pound shall bear the name of a living person or of a 
Pound already in use. It is preferable (but not 
mandatory) that the Pound bear the name of the 
Detachment of the Marine Corps League, Inc., from 
which it obtains the majority of its members - we hope 
to have that name for you all at our 20 June monthly 
meeting; I will have additional information on what took 
place at the Grand Growl that will occur on 12 June 
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during this year’s Department Convention/Division 
Conference that is scheduled for 12-14 June 2015. 

Semper Fi…&…WOOF! WOOF!...The Gunny 
 

This Month in History 
Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance 

2 June 1918: At dawn on this date, the crack German 
28th Division attacked along the axis of the Paris-Metz 
road hitting the American 2d Division, including the 4th 
Marine Brigade. The Marines opened with deadly rifle 
fire and helped hand the German troops a setback 
which set the stage for Marine victory at Belleau Wood 
which would soon follow, although at great cost.  
8 June 1995: A Marine tactical recovery team from the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit stationed on board the 
USS Kearsarge rescued a downed U.S. pilot, Captain 
Scott O'Grady, USAF, from Bosnian-Serb territory in 
Bosnia.  
10 June 1898: The First Marine Battalion, commanded 
by LtCol Robert W. Huntington, landed on the eastern 
side of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt 
Herbert L. Draper hoisted the American flag on a flag 
pole at Camp McCalla where it flew during the next 
eleven days. LtCol Huntington later sent the flag with 
an accompanying letter to Colonel Commandant 
Charles Heywood noting that "when bullets were flying, 
...the sight of the flag upon the midnight sky has thrilled 
our hearts."  
12 June 1961: President John F. Kennedy signed a 
Presidential Proclamation calling for the American flag 
to be flown at the Marine Corps War Memorial in 
Arlington, Virginia, "at all times during the day and 
night." Discussions between the Attorney General's 
office and Marine Corps officials earlier in 1961 on 
improving the visibility and appearance of the 
monument led to the proposal to fly the Flag 
continuously, which by law could only be done by 
Congressional legislation or by Presidential 
proclamation.  
15 June 1944: Preceded by naval gunfire and carrier 
air strikes, the V Amphibious Corps assaulted the west 
coast of Saipan, Marianas Islands. By nightfall, the 2d 
and 4th Marine Divisions, moving against heavy 
opposition, had established a beachhead 10,000 yards 
wide and 1,500 yards deep.  
20 June 1993: The 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
returned to Mogadishu, Somalia, to stand ready to 
assist United Nations forces in maintaining peace in 
the war-torn country. Earlier that month, the 24th MEU 
had been ordered to cut short Exercise Eager Mace 
93-2 in Kuwait to respond to possible contingency 
operations in Somalia.  
25 June 1950: Shortly before dawn, eight divisions of 
the North Korean People's Army crossed the 38th 

Parallel and invaded the Republic of Korea. Within 
three days, the South Korean capital city of Seoul had 
been captured. On 30 June, President Harry S. 
Truman ordered a naval blockade of the Korean coast 
and authorized the sending of U.S. ground troops to 
Korea. Two days later, General Douglas MacArthur, 
the Commander in Chief Far East, formally requested 
that a Marine regimental combat team be deployed to 
the Far East.  
25 June 1966: In Vietnam, Operation Jay began about 
30 kilometers northwest of Hue, and lasted nine days. 
The 2d Battalion, 4th Marines landed north of the North 
Vietnamese 812th Main Force Battalion, and the 2d 
Battalion, 1st Marines landed south of the enemy's 
position. Caught in between the two Marine units, the 
enemy suffered over 80 dead in nine days of fighting.  
26 June 1918: BGen James G. Harbord, the 
Commanding General of the 4th Marine Brigade, 
notified American Expeditionary Force Headquarters 
that Belleau Wood was "now U.S. Marine Corps 
entirely." After 20 days of combat, and at a cost of over 
4,000 casualties, the 4th Brigade of Marines had 
proven its fighting heart. The grateful Commander of 
the French Sixth Army would soon decree that in all 
official correspondence, Belleau Wood would 
henceforth bear the name, "Bois de la Brigade de 
Marine." 

Memorial Day Ceremony 

 
Paul Darrow Delivers the Korean War Wreath 

 

 
Pat Thompson Delivers the POW/MIA Wreath 
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