Marine Corps League
Pikes Peak Detachment
P.O. Box 10536
Colorado Springs, CO 80932-1536
www.mclpikespeak.org

Commandant
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
Hello
Marines,
Navy
FMF
Corpsmen, Associate Members,
and families. I first off want to thank
our Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum for a
successful meeting this past month while I was in
Washington DC for the Toys For Tots coordinator’s

September Meeting
conference. Please read Adjutant Terry Boston’s
minutes for a full run down of the happenings. I wish to
report that the third annual Marine Corps Ball Golf
tournament aboard Peterson AFB was a success.
Thank you to Joe G Martinez and Gary George who
came out before the roosters to help with registration
and ticket sales for the many wonderful raffle items that
were so graciously donated. Some by our very own
Mark Davis who I would also like to thank. There were
23 foursomes that competed in the tournament and
subsequently raised just over $3000 to offset costs for
the 7 November 2015 Marine Corps Ball. This year’s
ball ($50 per person) will be held once again at the
Marriott Hotel, 5580 Tech Center Dr. between Pro
Rodeo Dr. and S Rockrimmon Blvd. Registration forms

September Meeting
for the ball will be sent out via e-mail and snail-mail
very shortly. I firmly believe it will fill up quickly so act
fast on getting your form mailed in once you receive it.
Nominations for elected officer posts will be held during
the detachment monthly meeting on 17 October.
Please consider how you or someone you wish to
nominate might best serve the detachment. If you are

interested in a certain position, elected or appointed,
please call me or the person currently filling the post to
find out more about it and determine if you or they
would be a good fit. I would like to strongly encourage
all that are able to come out for this year’s Veteran’s
Day Parade on the morning of 7 November. Please
read Senior Vice Terry Crum’s article for more
information on this and other upcoming events that our
detachment is participating in. Lastly, thank you to all
who have been so diligent in contacting Paymaster
Denise Wickersheim regarding your annual dues. If
you are unsure of your membership renewal date,
please contact Denise or myself. Or you could just
become a life member and save yourself the trouble of
renewing each year.
Semper Fi, Russ

Labor Day Parade in Fountain
Senior Vice Commandant
Terry Crum
terry-crum@hotmail.com
719-432-7340
Greetings Marines, Navy FMF
Corpsman, Associate members! I
would like to thank everyone whom made September
such a good month for our detachment. Every member
is a valued and your participation in our organization
makes a difference. For all who attended the
September detachment meeting, Thanks for showing
up and putting up with me. My goal was to make you
all appreciate Commandant Russ Miller more when he
returns, LOL. Thank You all whom participated in the
Labor Day parade. As always we looked sharp. The
detachment had 17 members and family members in
attendance and with all the people we had, we could
have used a few more members to help get the big DI
down the street, he does not go anywhere without the
assistance from rope handlers. Congratulations are in
order to our Color Guard who garnered the “Best
Dressed Honor Guard” award. I kind of think we have
unfair advantage, what uniform can compete with the
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Marine Corps Dress Blues! The color guard for the
parade was composed of Terry Crum, Osa Tuck, Kaz
Mueller, Tony “Bear” Barrera, and Dennis Cambillo. Of
course, thanks go out to Hank Hankins for bringing his
fire engine and to Joe G. Martinez for driving his truck
and pulling the big DIs trailer down the parade route.
Truly and with reason we are proud of our contribution

Labor Day Parade Color Guard
to the first Colorado Wounded Veterans Run held
September 12th. 86 bikes and over 100 riders took part
in the run and more attended the post run BBQ. In
excess $3000.00 was raised for the Sgt Gabriel
Martinez family. Our color guard was on hand to help
begin the post
run BBQ with
patriotic style
and
was
composed of
Terry Crum, Jim
Woods,
Kaz
Mueller,
and
Dennis
Cambillo. On a
personal note,
having a WWII
vet as part of
the color guard is
just incredible.
I believe that Jim
Woods
(Iwo
Jima veteran) is
harder
than
wood pecker lips.
I would like to thank the following for volunteering their
time in helping to make this run awesome: Paul
Hinojosa, Steve Swartz, Joe V. Martinez, and Gary

Labor Day Parade Fountain Colorado

George. Looking forward, we have the Veteran’s day
th
parade on November 7 at 10 am. This is always a
great parade to be part of and the support that always
springs forth from the detachment always makes the
difference. Last off, November elections are not that far
off in the future. You may want to think about upping
your involvement in our detachment and run for an
office. You can make a difference with your
participation. Until our next detachment meeting on
th
October 17 where nominations for elected office will
take place (hint!) take care and Semper Fi.
Terry Crum

Colorado Wounded Veterans Run

Junior Vice Commandant
Terry Boston
bostoncolorado@peakinet.net
719-393-3141

Judge Advocate
Kazimir “Kaz” Mueller
Kazmueller@gmail.com
719-471-3102

Chaplain’s Corner
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen,
Associates,
and
Friends;
Our
Bereavement Team attended the
service for Marine George Seeger this past month and
I thank Past Commandant Jim Woods and Past
Chaplain Pat Carty for joining with me in the distinct
privilege of performing Military Honors at the graveside
burial. The family was extremely grateful for our
attendance and assistance with the service and burial.
Please keep the following detachment members in
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your thoughts as they are battling ailments, some more
severe than others, but I’m sure they can all use a bit
of healing prayer; Doc Jim Maurer, Steve Peterson,
and Brigid Rudolph. If you are aware of any of our
other members, member’s families, Marines, or FMF
Corpsmen residing in our community that are sick or in
distress, please contact me day or night (719) 2351058 so that we might lift them up in our thoughts and
prayers and see how we might otherwise comfort them
and be of assistance in their time of need.
Semper Fi, Russ Miller, Chaplain

Detachment Pound #150 Charter for the
Karnivorous
Kanines
and
encouraged
promotion of the League and Military Order of
the Devil Dogs. Meeting this challenge, Senior
Vice Pack Leader/ Pound Keeper, Garry
“Gunny” Gibson promoted the Pikes Peak
Pound by unveiling the Karnivorous Kanines
mirror! Pat Carty got into the act by presenting
Gunny with a dog bone gavel for the
establishment of Pound 150 Karnivorous
Kanines of Pikes Peak occurring after the
detachment meeting.

Paymaster
Denise Wickersheim
Md1970@q.com
719-460-7408
Please send your membership dues
(annual renewal) to the Pikes Peak Detachment
address (located at the top of the Newsletter).
New Member and Renewal Dues - $36.00
Think about becoming a Life Member!!!
Life Membership Costs:
Age 35 - below - $500.00
36 – 50 - $400.00
51 – 64 - $300.00
65 & over - $200.00
Semper Fi, Denise

Adjutant
Terry Boston
bostoncolorado@peakinet.net
719-393-3141
Minutes of the 19 September 2015
Meeting of the Marine Corps League
Pikes Peak Detachment (Note: Draft
until accepted at the 17 October 2015
meeting).
• Senior Vice Commandant, Terry Crum opened the
19 September 2015 meeting of the Marine Corps
League Pikes Peak Detachment for Official
business at 0900 with Salute to Colors and
opening prayer. Commandant Miller was
conducting Toys-for-Tots business; Paymaster
Wickersheim and Judge Advocate Kaz Mueller
were attending to family business. Pat Carty
served as Chaplain and Trammel Davis served as
Quartermaster. All other officers were present.
• Guests / Application for Membership:
o Department Judge Advocate & Pack Leader,
Clem Schuette; Department Sr. Vice
Commandant & Dog Robber, Mark Kaufman;
and Barking Dog, Fred Krebs (who has 30
Plus years with the Marine Corps League)
were with us to present the Pikes Peak

Jim Raney Speaks to the Members
Jim Raney, a retired member of the aviation
community, introduced himself with a hearty
“Semper Fi until we die.” He heard of the
Marine Corps League approximately 3 years
ago and came to observe our Detachment
meeting. We must have done a good job, as
he is in the process of joining! We look forward
to providing him opportunity to serve Marines
and veterans in our community.
Minutes: Member Barry Farris made a motion to
accept the August minutes. Member OSA Tuck
seconded the motion and the motion carried.
New Correspondence: None.
Paymaster: With the Paymaster out, Senior Vice
Crum stated he would collect any monies for dues
or other League requirements and coordinate with
Paymaster Wickersheim upon her return!
Sick and in Distress: Acting Chaplain Pat Carty
asked the Detachment to keep Member Barry
Farris, who will be undergoing heart surgery and
Member Jim Maurer, whose health is better, in our
thoughts and prayers.
Report of Officers:
Senior Vice Crum relayed the following for the
Commandant:
o The Square Reader the Detachment recently
purchased was used at the Cruise Above the
Clouds Car Show for Cash Sales and it worked
o

•
•
•

•

•
•
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o

o

o

well! We will be using it for dues, and other
payments, as well.
25 September is the Marine Corps Birthday
Ball Golf Tournament. Contact Russ Miller,
Gary Green, or Major Siegel (see Web
Sergeant Roger Baty’s e-mail) regarding
participation and sponsoring. Setting the
example, Jim Maurer donated $100.00
toward the event!

The annual Veterans Stand Down will be held
October 20 - 0900 hours - Colorado Springs
Auditorium, 221 E. Kiowa St. Colorado
Springs. Stand-by for details to be provided in
an e-mail.

September Meeting
The Marine Corps Ball will be held on 7 Nov
15. Web Sergeant Roger Baty provided
details: Tickets will be $50.00 per person. We
have five volunteers for Cake Escort (Osa
Tuck, Terry Crum, Kaz Mueller, Dennis
Cambillo (still need 1 more) – if something
changes let Roger Baty know), Bob Hill will
provide the invocation, and covers / gloves are
not required for attendees who are not part of
the ceremony. Invitations will be mailed and emailed in the next two-weeks.

Member Bob Hill provided details on the 10
November Marine Corps luncheon. Hosted by
Bob & Helen Hill, it will be held at TREA at a
cost of $25.00 per person. Invitations to be
sent and if you do not receive one and would
like to attend then please call Bob and Helen.
Senior Vice (SV):
o The Labor Day Parade went very well! 17
Detachment members and many family
members attended. The Detachment won the
“Best Dressed Honor Guard” award; so Kudos
to Terry Crum, Osa Tuck, Kaz Mueller, Tony
“Bear” Barrera, and Dennis Cambillo for
representing the Detachment so well. Member
Joe V. Martinez Jr. will pick up the award.
Hank Hankins with his Fire Engine and Joe G.
Martinez pulling the DI deserve special thanks.
o 86 bikes and over 100 riders raised over
$3000.00 for the Sgt Gabriel Martinez family
during the Colorado Wounded Vet Run.
Thanks go out to the Color Guard - Terry
Crum, Jim Woods, Kaz Mueller, and Dennis
Cambillo – and volunteers Paul Hinojosa,
Steve Swartz, Joe V. Martinez Jr., and Gary
George.
Junior Vice (JV) / Adjutant – NSTR.
Judge Advocate – Absent.
Pay Master – Absent.
Acting Chaplain – NSTR.
Quartermaster:
o Salute to American Veterans, POW / MIA Run,
14-16 August in Cripple Creek resulted in
almost $3,000.00 of Cash Sales!
o The Cruise Above the Clouds car show, 12
September netted $550.00 and $21.00 for the
Marines Helping Marines Fund. Sadly,
Gunny’s Mean Green Machine and trailer did
not score an award! Better luck next year!
o

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Cruise Above the Clouds
Sgt-at-Arms and Web Sergeant – NSTR.
Toys-for-Tots (TFT) – Still no warehouse. TFT
Coordinator Miller will send out an e-mail regarding
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•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

a working party to place the skin on the Semi. Email was sent on 16 September announcing the
cancellation of the High Country Toy Run
previously scheduled for 4 October; however, we
will still be collecting toys and volunteers in Blues
are still needed to pass out pins to those who show
at Pikes Peak Harley Davidson, 5867 North
Nevada on 4 Oct from 0900-1300 to donate a toy.
Military Order of Devil Dogs (MODD): Senior Vice
Pound Keeper Gibson requested all Devil Dogs
remain after the meeting.
Standing Committees: NSTR.
Special Committees: NSTR.
Unfinished Business: None.
New Business: None.
Good of the League:
o Bear Barrera, Assistant Head Coach, Colorado
Flames (56 and 0) announced the team will
play the Baltimore Rams (18 and 0) in SemiPro football on Veterans Day. He will represent
the League by wearing his Dress Blues. We
are all cheering for you and your team!

Bear Barrera Talks Football to the Members
o Associate Member of the Year Marianne Smith
provided an update on the Bowlathon. So far,
$3393.50 has been pledged, and there is still
time to pledge and / or participate! Four more
bowlers are still needed.
o Member
Melvin
Postlewait
encouraged
Detachment members to support the parades.
With no additional business at hand, the 50 / 50
drawing was held. Member Bob Hill was the lucky
winner! He donated the winnings to the Bowlathon.
With all business being completed Senior Vice
Crum closed the meeting at 0955. The next
meeting will take place on 17 Oct 15.
Respectfully submitted, Terry Boston, Adjutant
Pikes Peak Detachment, Marine Corps League

Sergeant-at-Arms
Osa Tuck
osa@divide.net
719-332-0557(C)

Next Meeting
17 October 2015 0900 at TREA – Come early (0730),
drink coffee, eat breakfast and tell stories

Toys for Tots
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
Semper Fi, Russ
By this point I’m sure you have all
had a chance to hear the news
that this year’s 28th Annual High Country Toy Run has
been canceled. I am however very encouraged by all
the outpouring of support from the public and all of you
as we continue to march forward with this year’s
campaign. Sunday, 4 October we will still be on hand
at Pikes Peak Harley Davidson (5867 N Nevada Ave)
from 0900 to 1100 to receive toys and donations from
any and all that still decide to show up. I have received

Labor Day Parade Fountain Colorado with Santa!!!
a number of emails and phone calls from groups, both
“Bikers” and non, that are still planning to attend even
though there will not be the customary parade through
town followed by lunch and an auction as in years past.
I would take this opportunity, as well as any others that
present themselves, to thank Jim Wear of ProPromotions for all of his time, effort, and
personal/business expense to put this event together
every year. The event historically supports our Toys for
Tots campaign as well as other area organizations at
Christmas time and its absence will be greatly noticed.
My trip to Washington DC for the annual coordinator’s
conference was a fruitful one. About 75% of the almost
700 attendees this year were new/first time
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coordinators. It reminded me of those days in boot
camp during third phase when we saw all the new
pimple faced recruits that just came from receiving
marching out of step with that cow looking at a new
fence look in their eyes. Then the words of Gunny
Gibson saying how he would remind his recruits, “that
was them just a few short weeks ago”, came to mind
and I remembered I’m not as salty as I would like to
think I am at this Toys For Tots post. I was able to
network with our other coordinators from around
Colorado and northern New Mexico and talk about how
we can assist each other’s campaigns this year as well
as exchange some methods that have and have not
worked well. We are still on the lookout for a
suitable building (approx. 7000-10000 square feet)
to warehouse and operate our campaign from. The
solid leads we had last month seemed to soften up and
we are not having much luck at the moment. However,
if you are aware of any large facilities that are vacant
and might work for our needs, please contact me so I
can start negotiating with the appropriate parties. Gary
George and I have been calling all over town but to no
avail thus far. However, we will prevail!
Semper Fi, Russ

Upcoming Events







probably sell ice cubes to Eskimos, and a freezer to
keep them in”. Our sales always seem to be higher
when he is around, and now that he is almost finished
with his first year in good standing in the detachment, I
smell a possible appointment to quartermaster coming
on. I am pleased to share that the new card reader has
been a big help with cash sales. At the Cruise above
the clouds car show we had two customers who had
come to the booth only planning to buy one cover
each. Once they realized we take credit cards one
bought three and the other bought five. It was also
handy since there were no ATM machines close by for
that event and just under half of our sales for the day
were via credit/debit cards. If you or anyone you know
is upgrading to a newer I-pad and would like to donate
their still functioning, hopefully not too beaten up, old
one to the detachment for use with the card reader at
events and meetings it would be greatly appreciated.
After looking at the events calendar for this year and
dates where outside cash sales events conflict with our
monthly meetings, we will continue to have cash sales
at our monthly meetings only in the odd months, Jan.,
Mar., May., etc…. Ship Store will be CLOSED at the
October meeting.
Semper Fi….Russ

Toys for Tots Collection – 4 Oct
Bowlathon – 11 Oct
Veterans Day Parade – 7 Nov
Marine Corps Ball – 7 Nov
Marine Corps Birthday Luncheon – 10 Nov – TREA
Elections – 21 Nov

Someone Gave this guy a Bone!!!

Cash Sales at September Meeting

Quarter Master
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058
Thank You to Trammell Davis for
handling cash sales at the
September monthly meeting. He
has been a huge help for the past
several months at our meetings and at the outside
sales events. I have said several times, “he could

Garry D. Gibson
Pedigree Devil Dog (PDD)
Senior Vice Pack Leader
Senior Vice Pound Keeper
gunny1@mindspring.com
719-495-9640
WOOF! WOOF! Fellow PDD’s,
DD’s, Pups and all you wannabes; it’s official, we were
presented with our Pound #150 Charter on 19
September 2015 and are now officially known as the
“Karnivorous Kanines of Pikes Peak” Pound #150.
Elections of Pound Officers: the following officers were
sworn in to fill the following elected positions - Pound
Keeper is PDD Garry Gibson, Sr. Vice Pound Keeper
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is PDD Kaz Mueller, Jr. Vice Pound Keeper is DD Bob
Hill, Smart Dog is Pup Pat Thompson, Dog Trainer is
Pup Russ Miller, Police Dog is Pup Pat Carty and Mad
Dog is Pup Terry Crum. In addition, I have appointed
the following MODD members to fill appointed
positions: Dog Robber is PDD Steve Schwartz, Watch
Dog is PDD Brad Cate and Barking Dog is Curt
Charbonneau. Following our elections and the Charter

Karnivorous Kanines Pound Charter Presentation
presentation, we held our first Growl. We not only
collected $23.00 dollars in fines, we also had four
distemper infected Detachment members join our
mangy flea infested Pound. They are Richard
Archuleta, Melvin Postlewait, Iris Rudesill and Gary
George which brings the total strength of our Pound to
21. We would not have been able to hold Elections or
receive our Charter without the support of our
Department Judge Advocate & Pack Leader, Clem
Schuette, (Greeley, CO) Department Sr. Vice
Commandant & Dog Robber, PDD Mark Kaufman
(Keenesburg, CO), and Barking Dog PDD Fred Krebs
(Denver, CO). Some of these members drove
hundreds of miles in order to support us. More
information on our pound is forth coming.
Semper Fi, Garry Gibson

19th Annual Bowlathon
Marianne Smith
719-392-4456
Date: Sunday, October 11th
Time: 1300
Location: Brunswick Zone, 999 N.
Circle Dr. Colorado Springs, CO
Our Bowlathon is fast approaching. It
is Oct 11, at 1300 at Brunswick Zone, 999 N. Circle Dr.
Bowlers should be there at 12:30. Please come and
cheer us on. I need bowler’s names before Friday 9
Oct, to turn in to Circle Lanes. We are doing fine with

donations, but still have a long way to reach last year’s
amount. So please, if you have not pledged yet, you
can still do so. Checks should be made out to MCL
Bowlathon and send to address: 546 Raemar Dr.,
Colorado Springs, CO. 80911, or come and pay at our
meeting on 17 Oct. To all of the donors that have paid
already a huge "Thank you". If you have questions
please call me at 719-392-4456. Please help us to
make this Bowl-a-thon a great one.
Marianne Smith
Bowlathon Committee

This Month in History
Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance
(Extra Dates this Month!!!)
1 October 1997: The first African-American female
colonel in the Marine Corps was promoted to that rank
during a ceremony at MCAS Cherry Point, North
Carolina. Colonel Gilda A. Jackson, a native of
Columbus, Ohio, made Marine Corps history when she
achieved the rank of colonel. She was serving as
Special Projects Officer, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing at the
time of her promotion.
3 October 1942: LtCol Harold W. Bauer of VMF-212
shoots down four enemy planes and becomes an ace
while making an inspection visit to Guadalcanal.
5
October
1775:
Meeting
in
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, the 2d Continental Congress used the
word "Marines" on one of the earliest known
occasions, when it directed General George
Washington to secure two vessels on "Continental
risque and pay", and to give orders for the "proper
encouragement to the Marines and seamen" to serve
on the two armed ships.
6 October 1945: Major General Keller E. Rockey,
Commanding General, III Amphibious Corps, accepted
the surrender of 50,000 Japanese troops in North
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China on behalf of the Chinese Nationalist
government.
7 October 1919: Charlemagne Peralte, the most
important Caco leader, sends 300 of his ment inot
Port-au-Prince prior to dawn. Marines and gendarmes
defeat and drive off the rebels.
8 October 1899: A force of 375 Marines under
command of future Commandant George F. Elliott,
attacked and captured the insurgent town of Novaleta,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, and linked up with U.S. Army
troops. There were 11 Marine casualties.
9 October 1917: The 8th Marines was activated at
Quantico, Virginia. Although the regiment would not
see combat in Europe during World War I, the officers
and enlisted men of the 8th Marines participated in
operations against dissidents in Haiti for over five years
during the 1920s. During World War II, the regiment
was assigned to the 2d Marine Division and
participated in combat operations on Guadalcanal,
Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian, and Okinawa, and earned
three Presidential Unit Citations.
11 October 1951: A Marine battalion was flown by
transport helicopters to a frontline combat position for
the first time, when HMR-161 lifted the 3d Battalion,
7th Marines, and its equipment, during Operation
Bumblebee, northeast of Yanggu, Korea.
12 October 1944: The assault phase of the Peleliu
operation is declared over, but IIIAC continues to
control the battle to reduce the Umurbrogol Pocket.
Marine Brigadier General Harold D. Campbell and his
Island Command assume responsibility for the
remainder of Peleliu.
18 October 1948: Colonel Katherine A. Towle reports
for duty as the Director of Women Marines and the first
to head the regular female component of the Corps.
19 October 1968: Operation Maui Peak, a combined
regimental-sized operation which began on 6 October,
ended 11 miles northwest of An Hoa, Vietnam. More
than 300 enemy were killed in the 13-day operation.
21 October 1944: Marine Carrier Groups headquarters
is established at Santa Barbara, California, as a
subordinate echelon of Aircraft FMFPAC. This marks
the beginning of the process of establish Marine
squadrons on Navy carriers for the first time in WW II.
23 October 1983: At 0622 an explosive-laden truck
slammed into the BLT headquarters building in Beirut,
Lebanon, where more than 300 men were billeted. The
massive explosion collapsed the building in seconds,
and took the lives of 241 Americans--including 220
Marines. This was the highest loss of life in a single
day for Marines since D-Day on Iwo Jima in 1945.
28 October 1962: An 11,000-man 5th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade left Camp Pendleton by sea for

the Caribbean during the Cuban Missile Crisis. One
week earlier, the entire 189,000-man Marine Corps
had been put on alert and elements of the 1st and 2d
Marine Divisions were sent to Guantanamo Bay to
reinforce the defenders of the U.S. Naval Base. Other
2d Division units and squadrons from five Marine
Aircraft Groups were deployed at Key West, Florida, or
in Caribbean waters during the Cuban crisis.
28 October 1965: Viet Cong attacks at Chu Lai and
Marble Mountain (near Da Nang) result in a few
sappers getting into the airbases and the destruction of
two jets and 19 helicopters.
31 October 1919: A patrol of Marines and gendarmes,
led by Sergeant Herman H. Hanneken, disguised
themselves as Cacos and entered the headquarters of
the Haitian Caco Leader, Charlemagne Peralte, killing
the bandit chief, and dispersing his followers. Sergeant
Hanneken and Corporal William R. Button were each
awarded the Medal of Honor.

Jim Woods at Labor Day Parade Fountain Colorado

September Meeting
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Member Dennis Rehmeier provided this raffle information for those interested
Dennis Rehmeier nmwbeagle@gmail.com
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We received an email from Sandy and Joe Esposito with the Guide Dogs of the Desert. If you all recall, Sandy and her
guide dog Bobby came and spoke to us on a couple occasions last year and we bought a table (10 dinners) at their
fund raising banquet and auction last year. We plan to discuss participation at the at the 17 October meeting.
Commandant Russ Miller
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