Marine Corps League
Pikes Peak Detachment
P.O. Box 10536
Colorado Springs, CO 80932-1536
www.mclpikespeak.org

Commandant
Garry D. Gibson
Gunny1@mindspring.com
719-495-9640(H)
Greetings Everyone: I want to
thank everyone who attended our
November 15th monthly meeting we had 43 members & guests in attendance. Don’t
forget that your SOS Breakfast is FREE at our 20
December monthly meeting. This will leave you with
extra MOO-LA to spend on cash sales items. Our
th
November 15 Elections for 2015: this Detachment
was chartered back on 15 June 1970. During this 44

November Meeting
year period, our members have stepped forward each
year at election time and assumed a leadership role,
some willingly and some not so willingly, but we did
find those members thereby guaranteeing the future of
this great Detachment. This year was no different - I
would like to introduce, congratulate and thank the
following members for assuming one of those elected
leadership positions for 2015: Russell “Russ” Miller
was elected Commandant, Terrance “Terry” Crum was
elected Sr. Vice Commandant, Terry Boston was
elected Jr. Vice Commandant and Kaz Mueller was
elected Judge Advocate.

Incoming and Outgoing Detachment Leadership
Our Detachment Marine of the Year for 2014 is the
one person in our Detachment “who truly went above
and beyond the call of duty” not only this year but for
the past 2 years. He is dedicated, caring and one the
most compassionate persons that we all know, love
and respect. He is our beloved Chaplain Pat Carty.
Due to serious health issues Pat had informed me that
he was going to step down as our Chaplain when our

November meeting was over. Knowing this the officers
and I took immediate action versus waiting for the
December meeting. Pat was surprised and humbled
when I presented him with the “Detachment Marine of
the Year Medallion,” the Distinguished Citizen “Bronze”
Award and the Community Service Award. These
awards are but a small token of our appreciation for his
extraordinary efforts in support of this Detachment and
its members during 2014. If you were in the hospital or
in a nursing home, Pat didn’t forget you - he was at

2014 Marine of the Year Pat Carty
with Commandant Garry Gibson
your bedside trying to cheer you up and asking if you
needed anything and it wasn’t just one visit, it was
numerous visits. When one of our members passed
away, Pat was there again - he was out there picking
up the spouse and taking them to and from the base
commissary when they didn’t have food on the table.

Veterans Day Parade 8 November
He didn’t do it just once, he did this for the next several
months and this list of unselfish acts goes on and on.
Please keep your thoughts and prayers with Pat and
his family as Pat works to get healthy again. In closing
it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your
Commandant. The members of this detachment have a
“Can Do” ethos as is evidenced by all the detachment
has accomplished over the years. It has truly been a
team effort and I want to thank everyone for all they do.
I will continue to support this great Detachment and its
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many activities in any way I can. Till I see you all at our
20 December “Awards Presentation & Swearing in
Ceremonies” and your FREE BREAKFAST…Think
Positive…Laugh… Have Fun…and…Help someone
less fortunate than yourself…and…Continue to March.
Semper Fi, Garry Gibson

Marine Corps Ball 8 November
Pikes Peak Detachment Cake Detail
SSgt Terry Crum, Sgt Osa Tuck, Cpl Bear Barrera,
LCpl Kaz Mueller

Senior Vice Commandant
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058(C)
Hello Marines, FMF Corpsmen,
associate members, and guests. It
is hard to believe that this year has
passed by so quickly. We have had so many
successful events and I want to thank all of you for
your hard work in making them so. I look forward to
next year with great anticipation as we continue to

Marine Corps Ball 8 November
Senior Vice Russ Miller and wife Carmella
grow our detachment both in numbers as well as our
activities in the community. Please make sure to be at
our December monthly meeting for the free SOS,
swearing-in of next year’s officers and awards
presentations for all the hard work so many of you

have put forth. Thanks for your confidence in electing
me your next Commandant. I look forward to serving
and leading the team. Finally, everyone have a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!!
Semper Fi, Russ

Veterans Day Parade 8 November
Roland Durden and Iris Rudesill
Junior Vice Commandant
Terry Boston
bostoncolorado@peakinet.net
719-393-3141(H)

November Meeting
Judge Advocate
Junior Past Commandant
Joe V. Martinez Jr.
joehotrod56@yahoo.com
719-201-7389(C)
Marines, elections were held at the
November meeting for next year’s detachment
leadership. The outcome is discussed by Commandant
Garry Gibson in his article for this newsletter.
Assumption of Command will be at the December
meeting. Incoming Commandant Russ Miller will
announce appointments for Paymaster, Adjutant,
Chaplain, Quartermaster, Sgt at Arms, and Web Sgt at
the December meeting. Thanks to all the members
present at the November meeting for participating in
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the election process and to those members who have
volunteered to hold an appointed position.
Semper Fi, Joe V.
Chaplain’s Corner
Pat Carty, Chaplain
(719) 337-7179
jpcarty1@comcast.net
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen,
Associates, and Friends; During
November the Bereavement Team
and members attended three Marine
funerals: William Jay Ashton, James M. Woods and
Donald Edward Baxter. Sadly there was a fourth for
our own Beth Waters. Beth put up a valiant battle but
succumbed on 13 November. A memorial service was
held at 1100 Saturday 29 November at Shepherd of
the Hills Lutheran Church in Cañon City. A reception
followed at Muddy and Beth’s Home. Marines from the
Royal Gorge and Pikes Peak Detachment attended the
service. Farewell Beth, Until we meet again!

Thanks especially to Roger Baty for all his hard work
editing my submissions to the Newsletter. Finally, I was
overwhelmed with the Marine of the Year Award for
2014, the Distinguished Citizen Award, and the
Community Service Award. I want to thank my fellow
officers and members of the Detachment. Being
around Marines brings the best out of folks and taking
care of fellow Marines has been a personal joy for me.
Semper Fi,
Pat Carty, Chaplain

Veterans Day Parade 8 November

Paymaster

Marines from the Royal Gorge and Pikes Peak
Detachments pay final respect to Beth Waters
On a brighter side, Orlando Rodriguez is recovering
well at home and Jim Cody will be going home on 5
December if all continues to go well. They both say
hello and Semper Fi. God Bless them as they continue
to get better. I have stepped down as Chaplain and
Russ Miller has stepped up to be "Acting" Chaplain.
Bless his heart! Russ has a lot on his plate so it would
be great if one of our members would step forward to
take on the Chaplain position for the next year. I
sincerely appreciate all those on the Bereavement
Team and other members that have participated in
services for our Marines. The families of our deceased
Brothers and Sisters are so appreciative of our efforts.

Mike Monaghan
monaghan1965@hotmail.com
719-492-2631
Marines, I have stepped down as your
paymaster due to work schedule
changes. Thanks for your support!
Please send your membership dues (annual renewal)
to the Pikes Peak Detachment address.
New Member and Renewal Dues - $36.00
Think about becoming a Life Member!!!
Life Membership Costs:
Age 35 - below - $500.00
36 – 50 - $400.00
51 – 64 - $300.00
65 & over - $200.00
Semper Fi, Mike

Adjutant
Terry Boston
bostoncolorado@peakinet.net
719-393-3141(H)
Minutes of the 15 November 2014
Meeting of the Marine Corps League
Pikes Peak Detachment (Note: Draft
until accepted at the 20 December 2014
meeting).
• Commandant, Garry Gibson opened the 15
November 2014 meeting of the Marine Corps
League Pikes Peak Detachment for Official
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•

business at 0900 with Salute to Colors and
opening prayer. All officers were present with the
exception of the Pay Master who has steppeddown for personal reasons.
Guests/Application for Membership: By unanimous
vote, the following individuals were accepted as
members of the Detachment:
o Ron Garza is a retired MGySgt who was on
active duty from 1970-1993. His career in
Aviation Supply included recruiting duty and
positions with 1st and 3rd Marine Air Wings.

•

•

•

o

o

Ron Garza addresses the Detachment
Robert Roper was in the Corps from 19521955. Joining on his 17th Birthday he made
Sergeant at 19! He spent 15 months in Korea,
served with 1st Marine Air Wing and is a
member of the Korean War Veterans
Association.

Robert Roper addresses the Detachment
Betty “Bett” Brown is impressed with the
League, particularly regarding Toys-for-Tots.
She will join as an Associate Member.

Betty Brown addresses the Detachment

Minutes: Commandant Gibson made a motion to
accept the October meeting minutes. Member Bob
Berndt seconded the motion and the motion
carried.
New Correspondence: None.

November Meeting
Report of Officers:
o Pay Master – Commandant Gibson announced
that Denise Wickersheim has volunteered to
be Pay Master. A hearty “Thank You” was
extended to Denise.
o Chaplain – Chaplain Carty provided the
Detachment with the following news about
Detachment members:
o Sadly, Beth Waters passed on 13
November
2014.
Information
on
arrangements is forthcoming.
o Jim Cody, retired SgtMaj, is at The Center
for Centennial hospital, but is expected
home by 5 December 14. He sends a
Semper Fi to all.
o At this point, Commandant Gibson interjected
to announce that Chaplain Carty would be
stepping down for health reasons, and added
he has been a phenomenal Chaplain. In
recognition of his service and a unanimous
decision of detachment officers, Pat was
presented the Marine of the Year award for
2014, the Distinguished Citizen Award, and the
Community Service Award for his exceptional
service during funerals, parades, cash sales,
and many other events. The Detachment
wishes Pat all the best in the future and a
speedy return to full health!
o Senior Vice: Senior Vice Russ Miller stated
the Marine Corps Ball was excellent and
requested that message be forwarded to the
Active Duty Marines.
o Junior Vice / Adjutant / Sgt at Arms & Web Sgt
had nothing additional to report. Judge
Advocate deferred until Elections discussions.
o Quarter Master (QM): QM Gibson announced
that Cash Sales will be offered at the
December meeting.
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o

•
•

•
•

•

Marine Corps Ball 8 November
Barry Farris and Trammell Davis
Unfinished Business: None.
New Business: Senior Vice Miller made a motion
for the Detachment to pay for cleaning of Color
Guard members’ Dress Blues once per year
(recommended just prior to the Marine Corps Ball).
The member must provide the Detachment with a
receipt to be reimbursed. Member Melvin
Postlewait seconded the motion and the motion
carried.
Standing Committees: NSTR.
Elections: Judge Advocate Joe Martinez
explained the Election Rules and proceeded with
nominations (note: Alan Brink, Department
Commandant, has been invited to conduct the
Swearing-In Ceremony at the December meeting):
o Commandant – Member Melvin Postlewait
nominated Garry Gibson for Commandant
which was declined. Commandant Gibson then
nominated Russ Miller who accepted.
o Senior Vice – After Senior Vice Russ Miller
explained the responsibilities of the position
(on-line
research,
event
logistics,
coordination), member Terry Crum volunteered
and accepted.
o Junior Vice – Junior Vice Terry Boston was
nominated for the position and she accepted.
o Judge Advocate – Commandant Gibson
nominated Kaz Mueller for the position and he
accepted.
Good of the League:
o Associate Member Marianne Smith announced
outstanding
Bowl-a-Thon
results.
21
individuals participated and the Detachment
netted over $5,000.00. Thanks to all who
participated and donated!
o Web Sgt Roger Baty received many positive
comments on the Marine Corps Ball. In fact
some said it was the “best we have had in
years!” Good food, a mix of music, terrific

service and free beer overshadowed a few
minor glitches. Many thanks to Maj Gen Fox
(Guest of Honor); Bob Hill (invocation); and
Antonio “Bear” Barrera, Osa Tuck, Terry Crum,
and Kaz Mueller (Cake Escorts) for their
outstanding service.
Senior vice Russ Miller provided a list of Toysfor-Tots events and requested volunteers. The
Cumbres Toltec Scenic Railroad is offering a
10 mile ride on 7 December with the donation
of a toy. It is time, again, to help NORAD track
Santa! Let Russ know if you are interested in
volunteering for NORAD Tracks Santa.

Gunny Edder introduces his daughter-in-law to
Guest of Honor Maj Gen Ray Fox at the Marine
Corps Ball – 8 November
• Don’t forget that Breakfast is free at the 20
December 2014 meeting! While no routine
business will be conducted, award presentations,
Swearing-in Ceremony, and Cash Sales will be in
full-swing.
• With no additional business at hand, the 50 / 50
drawing was held. Judge Advocate Joe V. Martinez
won and donated the winnings to the Marines
Helping Marines Project fund. Way to go, Joe! As
a special event, a drawing for the book “Medal of
Honor Quotes” was conducted. Member Bob Hill
was the lucky winner.

•

Roland Durden at the Marine Corps Ball
With all business being completed Commandant
Gibson closed the meeting at 0950. The next
meeting will take place on 20 December 2014.
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Respectfully submitted by Terry P. Boston,
Adjutant Marine Corps League, Pikes Peak
Detachment

gift exchange then please bring a wrapped gift (under
$10.00 - White Elephant or Treasured Delight). RSVP
not later than 9 December to Terry at 719-534-9683 or
batyfamily@comcast.net with how many will be
attending and what food you’re bringing.
Semper Fi, Roger and Terry Baty

Veterans Day Parade 8 November

Sergeant-at-Arms
Kazimir “Kaz” Mueller
Kazmueller@gmail.com
719-471-3102

November Meeting
Chaplain Pat Carty thanks Commandant Gibson
and the members

Next Meeting
20 December 2014 0800 at TREA – FREE Breakfast
Come early (0730), drink coffee and tell stories

Upcoming Events
Toys For Tots – (see below dates for events)
13 December – Christmas Party

Christmas Party
Back by popular demand…Roger and Terry Baty will
host a Christmas Party at their home (8720 Rugby Ct,
Colorado Springs, 80920) on Saturday 13 December
at 1300 for Marine Corps League members and their
spouse/guest. Bring Hors d'oeuvres (appetizers) to
share. Non-alcoholic beverages will be provided along
with beer and wine. If you would like to participate in a

Pikes Peak Young Marines – Veterans Day Parade

Toys for Tots
Russ Miller
rcmllr@msn.com
719-235-1058(C)
Toys for Tots is off to a roaring
start. There are a number of
events in this coming month that I
would like to make everyone aware of and invite you all
to be part of as your schedules permit.
• 5 Dec, 1400-1800 Walgreens Toy Drive Centennial
& Vindicator *(each of these Walgreens events are
planned to have the Train/DI/6x/Mighty-Mite/Fire
truck and Young Marines)
• 5 Dec, 1800-2300 Banning-Lewis Ranch
Community Party and Toy Drive, (Beer and Wine
Tasting)
• 6 Dec, 0900-1130 Ute Pass Elementary School
Toy Drive. This is the annual breakfast w/ Santa for
residents of Cascade, Chipita Park and Green
Mountain Falls.
• 6 Dec, 1400-1800 Walgreens Toy Drive Centennial
& Vindicator
• 6 Dec, 1600-1900 Festival of Lights Parade.
We will have the Fire truck pulling Toys for Tots
Train Float. We really need your help to
decorate the float and fire truck with Christmas
lights, also come out and walk along side or ride
the float and fire truck in the parade.
• 7 Dec, 1100-1800 Cumbres/Toltec Railway Santa
Train in Antonito, Colorado; This is the first year for
this event and it is being advertised throughout
Denver, and Southern Colorado via TV, Radio and
Newspapers. They are offering a free ride on the
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coal fired narrow-gauge train to each person that
brings a toy. We are doing this in an attempt to
help so many of the poorer communities of the San
Luis Valley of Colorado and help collect toys to
distribute. Media will be on hand and it is vital that
we make a show of force to give this event a good
launching point for the years to come. The Marine
Corps League has been providing toys to this
community for several years and the residents
want to help us in return. Bring your kids and
grandkids for a free adventure they won’t ever
forget.
• 12 Dec, 1400-1800 Walgreens Toy Drive Austin
Bluffs and Rangewood
• 13 Dec, 0700-1200 Feed the Children/El Paso
County Toy Give-away at Springs Church (old Phil
Long Expo Center)
• 13 Dec, 1400-1800 Walgreens Toy Drive Austin
Bluffs and Rangewood
I have not heard a date for the annual American
Furniture Warehouse Event. They are advertising Toys
for Tots heavily on TV but still no word on a Toy Drive
Event yet. I will get the details out via email the
moment I know more.
Please feel free to call or email me if you have any
questions or suggestions and by all means stop by
the warehouse at 5625 N. Academy any time MonFri and have a cup of coffee and help sort toys.
Thank You all for your support in helping the less
fortunate children of our area.
Semper Fi, Russ

Colorado Springs Young Marines – Veterans Day
Parade – 8 November

18th Annual Bowlathon
Marianne Smith
719-392-4456
All, this is my final update. This year’s
Bowlathon was quite successful.
Thanks to each and every one who
gave so generously. The many
donations from members and friends

of Marines allowed this year’s fundraiser to surpass
last year’s Bowlathon by over $700.00!!! We could not
have done this if it was not for so many giving people.
Thank You, Thank You!!! If anyone requires a receipt
please see Marianne at the December meeting or give
me a call.
Semper Fi,
Marianne Smith, Iris Rudesill & Denise
Wickersheim
Bowlathon Committee.

Quarter Master
Garry Gibson
gunny1@mindspring.com
Hi Everyone; I would like to start off
by thanking everyone who helped
support our 22 cash sales events
this year. There were many who helped out and there
are two members that I would like to give a little extra
recognition to and they are Joe G. Martinez and Russ
Miller. Joe has been with me at every outside event
during the (5) years I served as your Quarter Master. I
could always depend upon Joe G. to help with the set
up & tear down of our Cash Sales Tent. He is the one
guy I could count on to be there at the start of each day
and he would be the last one to leave after helping me
shut down each day, sometimes after putting in a 1012 hour day. I really don’t know what I would have
done without Joe’s support and his continuous
harassment which actually helped make the job that
much more enjoyable. Russ Miller was there to help

We have your Marine Corps Gear!
out at every cash sales event held at our monthly
meetings. He was there to help with the unloading &
re-loading of our cash sales inventory, setup &
teardown, laying out our inventory and sales. Russ
basically ran everything while I was doing other things.
He also helped at most of our outside events. I really
appreciated Russ’s hard work and drive and I also
appreciated the fact that Russ wanted to learn what
our cash sales is all about. I know he will do a great job
as a future Quarter Master and before I sign off I would
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like to thank everyone again for helping me host over a
116 cash sales events during the past five years.
Without you, our members, there would have been no
cash sales.
Semper Fi….The Gunny

This Month in History
Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance
4 December 1950: LtCol Raymond G. Davis led his
battalion into Hagaru-Ri, Korea after four days of
intense fighting in the mountain passes against a
numerically superior hostile force. His battalion, 1st
Battalion, 7th Marines, helped clear the way for the 5th
and 7th Marines, and LtCol Davis was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his heroism.
6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under
Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated Nicaraguan
bandits near Chuyelite. GySgt Charles Williams was
mortally wounded during the fighting. Capt Holmes was
later awarded the Navy Cross for gallantry, and a
posthumous award was given to GySgt Williams.

Commandant Gibson Presents the Marine Survival
Kit to Guest of Honor MajGen Ray Fox
8 December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Wake
Island within hours of the fateful attack on Pearl
Harbor. Marines of the 1st Defense Battalion and
Marine Fighting Squadron 211 resisted Japanese
invasion attempts for over two weeks before finally
succumbing to an overwhelming force.
9 December 1992: Marines of the 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations capable)
landed in Somalia kicking off Operation Restore Hope,
the largest humanitarian relief operation of its kind.
10 December 1995: In Bosnia, 22 Marines from
Marine Corps Security Force Company, Naples, Italy
were among the first American troops to arrive. They
provided the security for Allied Forces Southern
Europe headquartered at Sarajevo. About 2,500 NATO
troops would be in place by 19 December taking on the
task of peace enforcement in former Yugoslavia from
the U.N.
15 December 1948: The Secretary of the Navy signed
a "Memorandum of Agreement" with the State

Department which laid the basis for the modern Marine
Security Guard program at U.S. embassies throughout
the world.
19 December 1972: The Marine detachment of the
USS TICONDEROGA provided shipboard security for
three U.S. astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald Evans,
Harrison Schmitt, and their Apollo-17 space capsule.
The astronauts had successfully completed a (then)
record lunar stay of more than 75 hours.
20 December 1989: Operation Just Cause was
launched in Panama to protect American lives, restore
the democratic process, preserve the integrity of the
Panama Canal Treaty, and apprehend dictator General
Manuel Antonio Noriega. One Marine, Corporal
Garreth C. Isaak, was killed and three other were
wounded during the operation.
23 December 1941: Japanese forces launched a
predawn landing on Wake Island and Wilkes Island,
while their carriers launched air strikes against Wilkes,
Wake, and Peale islands in support of the landing
force. After nearly 12 hours of desperate fighting, the
three islands were surrendered.
26 December 1957: Twenty helicopters from Marine
Light Helicopter Squadron 162, were rushed to Ceylon
onboard the USS PRINCETON where Marines
participated in the rescue & evacuation of flood victims.

Veterans Day Parade – 8 November

Veterans Day Parade – 8 November
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