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The Pikes Peak Detachment

Breakfast
is free this month
.

Marine Corps League

0800 - Breakfast is served
0900 - The meeting begins

Monthly Meeting
16 December 2017
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430 E Pikes Peak Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Commandant Paul Hinojosa
Hello Marines, Navy FMF corpsmen and Chaplains, associate member, and families. Can you
believe 2017 will be behind us in another month! We had a pretty successful meeting last
month with 41 members present and breakfast was cooked by Russ, Gunny, and his friend. For
those of you who missed out because you thought the breakfast was not going to be any good,
well, ya truly missed out! Beverly has graciously decided to come back in December to cook us
another breakfast. Don’t miss out, its free and going to be great! Gosh, my mouth is watering
right now!
We had a successful and very busy year. The year was loaded with events and funerals, and I
cannot say it enough but I am so grateful for the staff and detachment members who assisted
and represented the Pikes Peak Detachment. I think this year, we got our name out there, now
let’s reel them in, we recruited 14 Marines and associate members for 2017. A special thank
you goes out to Pat Carty, because honestly, I think he’s got the toughest role as staff with
Chaplain. I appreciate you Pat!
As your Commandant, it has been my honor to serve you and the Detachment, I guess you all
didn’t learn the first time around so I am honored to be re-elected and I hope and pray I can do
a better job for 2018. Let’s not forget the Pikes Peak Young Marines, this year the unit has
been involved with our detachment more than ever, these great bunch of kids look forward to
hanging out and helping, but the staff has been second to none with stepping up to ensure the
Young Marines have the right amount of staff per young Marine. So this year, we contacted the
CEO from National Young Marines and recommended the unit for the “Marine Corps League
Unit commendation” and the National Executive Director, Mr. Bill Davis, has responded with a
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“Hell yeah!”. Col. Salasko, CO for the Nothcom & Norad command center will also be
presenting the unit with a certification of commendation for the outstanding job the Young
Marines did at the Marine Corps Ball.
Let’s not forget the last event of the year, Toys for Tots and if you have some time, please
contact Russ and see if he can use your help, which I’m sure he can. We still have some
Walgreen events scheduled for Dec. 2 and 3, and Alamosa for the weekend of Dec. 9 and 10,
then the distribution of toys.
I hope and pray that each of you enjoy and happy and healthy Christmas and New Year and I
am looking forward to representing the detachment as your Commandant for 2018.
Semper Fi!

Marines regularly work at the Marion House
Soup Kitchen. Seated is Pat Hyland, Left is
John Kowall, Center is Dick McGee.

Paul Hinojosa and Marianne Smith present a
$250.00 check to Care and Share.

Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum
Greetings Marines, Navy FMF corpsmen and Chaplains, associate members, and families. I
would like to thank everyone for the thoughts and prayers for my wife Theresa. She suffered a
stroke during a recent operation to correct her eye problems caused by Grave’s disease and
Hashimoto syndrome. The Penrose Main hospital staff is planning for Theresa to return home
December 14th. Wow, that was good news. I am completely convinced this bit a good fortune
helped along by the large amount of support and prayers for Theresa. God is good. Terry

The Marines of the Pikes Peak Det. take part in the 2017 Veterans Day Parade.
Pikes Peak Det. December 2017
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Chaplain Pat Carty
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen, Associates and, Friends. Sadly the wife and
daughter of Hank and Mary Hankins’ Grandson were killed in a tragic car accident 23
November 2017. Their Grandson had come to Colorado Springs for Thanksgiving to be
with family and friends but, his wife and daughter had elected to stay home in Alabama.
Please keep Hank, Mary, Joe G. Martinez (Mary’s brother), and the rest of their family in
your thoughts and prayers. Theresa Crum underwent surgery for Graves disease last
week but, there were complications from the surgery. Theresa had to be flown to
Swedish Hospital in Denver for emergency treatment. They determined she had
suffered a stroke and is now in Penrose Main, 2222 N. Nevada Ave., room 823,
undergoing rehabilitation and therapy for the stroke and, recovery from surgery. She is
having some trouble with the use of her hands but, overall doesn't appear to have any
other apparent major physical problems. Terry said she needs a few more days of
rehabilitation before visiting her and, will keep us posted on when we can. God bless
you Theresa. Jim and Polly Woods are faring well at their new apartment at Brookdale
Vista Grande, 2780 Vickers Dr., apt. 203. They welcome visitors but, please call before
you visit as they may be out for Dr.'s appointments, etc. Polly's phone number is
719.390.6538. Iris Rudesill is back home after spending time in Oklahoma with her
family. She's happy to be back, doing much better and, is driving again much to her
relief. Iris said she went to a Marine Corps League meeting about an hour drive from
Oklahoma City while there and, said that there were only eight members attending. Six
of which were officers of the detachment. No coffee or goodies, quite a contrast to our
meetings. She's looking forward to coming to the Veterans Luncheon at the Western
Omelette on the 12th and, our monthly meeting on the 16th. Toys for Tots is firing up in
earnest, as we finally have a warehouse and, Coordinator Russ Miller will need lots of
volunteers to help make this a successful year for all those unfortunate children. Please
let me know if you hear or, know of anyone in sickness or distress.
Semper Fi, Pat Carty
Toys for Tots Coordinator Russ Miller
Our 2017 Toys for Tots Campaign is off and running. Thanks to the support of one of
our own, Marine Robert Medearis, owner and coach of FitQuest Gym. We finally have a
building to run this year’s campaign out of. Some of you may remember “Tiny”, I mean
Robert. Rob joined the detachment a few years ago and is the one with biceps the size
of my head.
We have slowly begun to move into the building since Rob isn’t completely moved out
yet. He is in the process of consolidating his two gym locations into one up on the north
end of town. So, we have to work around each other for another week or so, but we are
extremely grateful for Rob and his fiancée, Jennifer, coming to our aid.
Thank you to all that volunteered and delivered certificates of appreciation and boxes all
over the city. By the time you read this article we will have delivered every collection
box we have.
Now the task of counting, sorting, bagging and delivering the toys begins. As I
mentioned in last month’s meeting, this year we have partnered with Christmas
Unlimited. For those that were unaware, Christmas Unlimited is a local Christmas Toy
Charity that is actually fifteen years older than our Toys for Tots that our detachment
has supported financially from the proceeds of our annual bowl-a-thon. Christmas
Unlimited is far better equipped with their connections to state and county agencies to
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3

properly vet families to ensure that they are truly “needy/less fortunate”. With us
supplying toys to them, they will be able to help far many more families than they
normally would.
Last Item; Please help pass the word about the Cumbres & Toltec Santa Train in
Antonito (30 miles south of Alamosa) next weekend. A ticket on the train for adults is
normally $100-150 per person. For only $5 and a toy donation, each adult can ride the
train with Santa and Mrs. Clause. This will be our fourth annual event with them to help
collect toys and raise money for our Toys for Tots efforts throughout southern Colorado.
If any of our color guard team would be willing to come down in their dress blues
early on Saturday morning (9 Dec 2017), we would greatly appreciate it. A few of
us will be heading down on 8 Dec to deliver toys to about 1000 children in three
counties that we run the campaigns for from our detachment.
Felicem Natalem Christi!
Nizhónígo Késhmish Adííłeeł!
Merry Christmas!
Minutes of the November 2017 Pikes Peak Detachment Meeting
Opening Ritual : O900
Roll call of Officers: All Present
41 in attendance and 2 guest
Recognition of Dignitaries: State Commandant Gunny Gibson, Russ Miller
Guests & Applications for membership; Dignitaries/Special Guests
Chris Rauer – Served in the Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Kittie Glen – With Chris.
Both Chris and Kittie submitted applications to join the MCL. Balloting on application for
membership Osa and Roger made motion. Passed.
Minutes of Previous meeting;
Is there a motion to accept our 21 Oct. 2017 monthly meeting minutes as they were
posted in the November newsletter? Russ 1st and Peggy 2nd
Passed
Correspondences; None
Report of Paymaster;
Peggy Baldwin send: Sending out emails and letters to delinquent members. Pay report is
available upon request.
Report of Officers
Commandant;
- Proposed Bill H.R. 4099; Dept. and Paula Sarlls is asking for support on this bill. This bill was
recently introduced by co-sponsors Congresswoman Brownley (D-CA) and Congressman
Coffman (R-CO). Currently, if a non-veteran homeless family in the US, federal funds through
HHS/TNF will pay for each head-in-bed as a per diem to the service agency housing the family.
If you are a Veteran homeless family, the VA’s grant and Per diem (GPD) will only pay for the
cost of occupancy for the veteran but not the for the dependent family members. We urge you
to contact our representatives and ask that they support this bill to amend title 38, US Code, to
ensure that children of homeless veterans are included in the calculation of the amounts of
certain per diem grants. If you would like more information, this will be posted in our website
with contact info for James Gillespie, Community Impact and Govt. Relations.
- Marine Corps Ball 2017; despite some grievances with the Ball arrangements and hotel, the
ball was a great success. A total of 300 Marines and other services attended. Young Marines
helped at the ball with the cake escort and swordsmen, their performance was flawless.
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- Toys for Tots @ Toys R Us; event held on November 12 with Young Marines doing the
shopping. Toys for Tots had $12, 607.16 to spend. Russ Miller with more details.
- Det. is encouraged to participate in Marine of the year and associate of the year. Please email
me you nominees with a brief description as to why you believe they should be MOY and AOY
by month end.
December MCL meeting, breakfast is free.
Marine Monument at Memorial Park needs repair and T.L.C.
Sr. Vice/ Web Sgt.: NSTR
Jr. Vice; Steve Schwartz
Nothing substantial to report this month but would like to thank everyone for the help and
support this past year. You make me proud to be a Marine and a member of the
detachment.
Adjutant;
NSTR
Judge Advocate; NSTR
Jr. Past Commandant; see also Quartermaster and Toys for tots
Chaplain; Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress
- Sick and Distress: Jim and Polly Woods, Hank, Joe G., Matt Broker, Iris Rudesil, Theresa
Crum. Paul Hinojosa is scheduled for knee surgery.
- Bereavement team attended service for Bud Sterns.
- Veterans luncheon - Guest speaker David Shaffer spoke on Hospice.
- Anything that comes up between now and meeting.
Quartermaster; NSTR
Sgt-at-Arms; NSTR
Toys for Tots:
Dec 1 – Manitou Christmas Parade (1630 line-up, 1800 parade start) Need help to light up the
fire truck, trailer and train the day before the parade.
Dec 2 – Walgreens Toy Drive 6820 Centennial Blvd (waiting for conformation from Mark Davis
on this event)
Dec 3 – Walgreens Toy Drive 6075 Barnes Road (waiting for conformation from Mark Davis on
this event)
Dec 9-10 – Santa Train in Antonito Colorado at the Cumbres Toltec Railway. Reserve seat for
5$ on;ine.
No warehouse yet, but possible may have presented itself in the near future. Old gym /
warehouse.
MODD;
Reminder that our next Growl is scheduled immediately after the detachment meeting in
December. Making a couple of call to hopefully find a place for us to have a holiday dinner.
Report of Standing Committees: NSTR
Report of Special Committees: NSTR
New/Unfinished Business;
Roger Baty spoke on the raising monies to have Marine Corps Poolies and recruiters attend a
Denver Nuggets game.
Announcements; 50/50 94 collected. 47 given to the winner Steve Schwartz - $47 given to
Marines Helping Marines.
Closing Ceremony; Time Closed 0950
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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
7 December 2017
The Navy League of Colorado Springs
Request the honor of your presence at the
th
76 Anniversary Observance
Of the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
Date: 7 December 2017
Time: 1100 – 1200
Colorado Springs Pioneer Museum
215 South Tejon Street
Colorado Springs

The 2017 Marine Corps Ball. Ooh Rah!
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