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                Our guest Marine Jim Carton                                       Marine Daniel Tarwacki   

 
Commandant Paul Hinojosa 

Hello Marines, Navy FMF corpsmen and Chaplains, associate members and Families. I hope you all had 
a safe and enjoyable New Years and a very Merry Christmas!  In our last month’s meeting, we had 47 
members in attendance and I believe 100% participated in the free breakfast for that month.   
As most of you may already know, we lost one of our own on Christmas eve. Jim Woods, our friend, long 
time detachment member, and a past commandant passed away. He will be missed and I will miss our 
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conversations. I would go up to him in the mornings of our meeting and greet him, he wouldn’t let go of 
my hand until he finished with his story of the days of old. Fair winds and following seas as you journey 
on to your final post Jim, I will miss you.  
Last year was a good year.  We had many more new members at the end of the year, more than I 
thought. This year, the challenge continues to keep the new membership growing for our detachment. As 
you may recall in Novembers meeting, Roger Baty brought to the floor the “Colorado Marines night with 
the Denver Nuggets”, a program where Nuggets host the future Marines of Denver recruiting station 
on February 1 against Oklahoma City. During the pre-game, these young men and women will take the 
court and participate in a swear in ceremony and recite the oath of enlistment. The Baty family have 
donated to the detachment $750.00; sponsoring 50 future and current Marines and we received 4 
personals lower or club level seats for the OKC game. I’ve decided to raffle off two tickets for detachment 
members (two detachment members or 1 detachment member and partner), and raffle off the other two 
staff (two staff members or one staff member and partner). The raffle tickets will be $2.00 dollars each 
with the promise that whomever wins make every attempt to show up at the game and represent our 
detachment. This will not take the place of 50/50, both will run concurrently.  The proceeds will go 
towards one of the detachments programs, such as scholarship, marines helping marines, or our current 
CD. So, bring some cash, it should be fun! 
  
Later in the year, we’ve also been asked to present the colors during Sky Sox Baseball. Details to follow 
as to time and date, still working out the schedule with our detachment and with Sky Sox, but I hope to 
have an answer soon.  This will give an opportunity for up to 20 detachment members and families to 
attend, so it should be a hoot and a holler! 
  
Finally, for those who’ve have asked, my knee replacement went well. I’ve started my PT four days after 
surgery, it would’ve been three but Christmas got in the way. I am looking forward to getting that part over 
with, PT is not fun. Stay healthy, will see you soon. Also, its looking like Sgt. Grill will be opening in 
February, as soon as I get word, maybe we can get a whole bunch of us out there for the grand opening, 
that would be fun! 
Semper Fi! Paul 
 

Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum 
Greetings, I hope and pray that 2018 is a rewarding year for all of our members and their families. 
Furthermore, that we build on our Detachments success and good works of 2017. The best way to do this 
is volunteer your time and energies to the finest Detachment in Colorado! To give an example of a volunteer 
opportunity, the Detachment Scholarship committee will start back to work soon. This worthy endeavor, a 
favorite of Marine Jim Woods, does a great deal of help for the college students of Detachment members. 
There are other opportunities to volunteer. No doubt our Quartermaster would appreciate an assistant.  
Perhaps your talent is behind the camera. We can always use another photographer for the Detachment. 
Lastly on this subject, your presence at the detachment meeting, events, parades contribute more you 
think.  
 
On the subject of Web Sergeant, I hope you are finding the various outlets of information (Detachment web 
site, Facebook group, newsletter) useful. A quick visit to the online resources might prove more informative 
and entertaining than you may have thought possible. A bit of advice to our more senior members, if you 
need help just ask one of your grand kids. LOL! If you are not getting any of the email from 
websgt@pikesmcl.org, please check your spam/junk folder. If this does not, please let me know.  
Semper Fi, Terry 
 

Paymaster Peggy Baldwin 
If you are interested in becoming a Life Member, current Life Membership Dues Schedule is as follows: 
 
                                                    Age Group       As Of January 1st, 2009 
                                                        0-35                              $500.00 
                                                        36-50                            $400.00 
                                                        51-64                            $300.00 
                                                        65-Over                        $200.00 



Outgoing Chaplain Pat Carty 
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen, Associates and, Friends. Marine Jim Woods passed away 24 December 
2017. Jim enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in December 1944, during his junior year of high school, and 
served in the Pacific theater in World War II. He was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat 
on Iwo Jima and honorably discharged in March 1947. Recitation of the Rosary will be at 9:00 am on Friday, 
January 5th, followed by Mass of Christian Burial at 10:00 am. Both will take place at St. Patrick Roman 
Catholic Church located at 6455 Brook Park Drive, Colorado Springs. Following the Mass, Jim will be laid to 
rest at 1:00 pm at Fort Logan National Cemetery in Denver, CO with Honors performed by the Buckley United 
States Marine Honor Guard. We will caravan from the church to the Fort Logan National Cemetery, 4400 W 
Kenyon Ave. (it’s an hour and 15 minute drive from St. Patrick's, give or take) and meet at Staging Area A 
at 12:45 for the 1 pm service. Jim's family is hosting a paid lunch following the ceremony at Undici 
Ristorante, 1200 E Hampden Avenue in Englewood - everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. If you do 
not plan to attend the lunch please make sure the person you caravan with is or is not going. 
 
Steve Schwartz and family lost their and Aunt and Cousin on December 30, 2017. Her service will be on 
January 5th in Pueblo, CO. Steve sends his condolences to Polly Woods and family as he will, understandably, 
not be able to attend Jim’s service. 
 
Commandant Paul Hinojosa underwent knee surgery recently and, is recovering at home. He says his knee 
feels okay most of the day but, around 1800 he definitely knows it's there and, it can keep him awake during 
the night. Paul started physical therapy last week and, while it is quite painful he is grinning and bearing it. 
Hang in there Paul, we are here for you if and when you need help.  
 
Joe G. Martinez broke his hand in an accidental fall at the Toys for Tots warehouse a few days ago and, will 
see his doctor on January 3rd to see if surgery is necessary. Joe continued to work at the warehouse until the 
very end, with his hand and arm in a cast. Joe is one tough hombre! Our thoughts and prayers are with all our 
members and their families. 
 
This is my last Chaplain's message as Jamie Rogers is taking over the Chaplain's position for the Detachment. 
It has been an honor to serve the Detachment as Chaplain. I appreciate all those on the Bereavement Team 
and, others who have given up their time to attend funerals for our deceased Marines and, visiting and helping 
those in sickness and distress. Please continue to do so for Jamie, he will depend on you for your support and, 
if you are not a member of the Bereavement Team please consider joining. Let him know of undergoing anyone 
in our Detachment who needs our help or, any other Marines. God Bless you all. 
Semper Fi, Pat Carty 
 

Karnivorous Kanines Pound Keeper Steve Schwartz 
Woof! Woof!  All Devil Dogs....I have tentatively set up a reservation for all Dogs and spouses/significant others 
on January 27 at 1800 for dinner at the Black Eye Pea on Garden of the Gods Road. As we did last year, I 
hope to pay for all Dogs attending from our funds and we will each pay separately for our spouses or 
Significant Others. This is considered a Pound Growl and though it will be casual, we will still stamp Passports 
and conduct minimal business. It should be a fun evening for all. I will talk about this further during our January 
Detachment meeting. Until then..... Woof! Woof and Semper Fi, 
Steve    
 

    
   The 2018 Detachment Officers are sworn in.                      Introducing Chaplain Jamie Rogers 



Toys for Tots Coordinator Russ Miller 
Our 2017 Toys for Tots Campaign was a success due to the hard work of a number of our detachment 
members.  I wish to thank of course Joe G. Martinez, who has been working with Toys for Tots since the 
very first Christmas.  In your nativity scene, he is the one standing next to the Ox. Joe has been 
instrumental in coordinating and overseeing operations in the warehouse each year, and along with Hank 
Hankins, delivered toys to the poorer communities of the San Luis Valley and helping to run the toy drive 
portion of the Cumbres & Toltec Santa Train each year.  
Some huge thanks go to one of our newer members, Vince Espinoza, and his wife Jennifer and son 
Vincent who have dedicated countless hours in the warehouse for our local campaign and hours/miles 
driven down to Trinidad and Walsenberg as our assistant coordinator to ensure that those areas were 
given adequate attention during the campaigns in their respective counties.  
Rowena Martinez, wife of Marine Corps Leaguer Chris Martinez, from Alamosa, CO. has done an 
outstanding job as the assistant coordinator for the San Luis Valley these past three years.  I almost have 
her convinced to become the actual Toys for Tots Coordinator for that area next year. Thus taking 4 
counties off of our AOR. 
Some notable volunteers that dedicated a great number of hours in the warehouse as well as driving 
around distributing and retrieving collection boxes of toys are; Pat Carty, Dick McGee, Melvin Postlewait, 
and Gary and Karen George 
I’m not sure any of this would have been possible this year without the assistance of Marine Robert 
Medearis, owner and coach of FitQuest Gym. He provided space in a building to run this years Campaign 
out of.  Rob moved a great deal of his equipment out of his south gym location, making room for us. He 
also held a toy drive at his north gym along with two live radio broadcasts on 1300AM Sports Radio for 
us. 
Lastly, thank you to all of the Pikes Peak Detachment that just by your combined efforts have created 
such an incredible unit from which to run the size and scope of operation that we are able to each year.  
Everyone’s efforts over the years are what has made it possible for us to have the trailers we need to 
store and transport the tens of thousands of toys to over 14,000 children this past Christmas and many to 
come. 
Thank you and may you all have a blessed 2018. 
Semper Fi! Russ 

16 December 2017 Pikes Peak Detachment Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Commandant Paul Hinojosa opened the 16 December meeting of the Marine Corps League Pikes Peak 
Detachment for official business at the VFW #4051 Post at 0900 with Salute to Colors and opening 
prayer. All officers were present except for the Paymaster (excused). Recognition of Dignitaries: Colorado 
State Commandant Gunny Gibson, Rocky Mountain Assistant Division Vice Commandant Russ Miller. 
Present for the meeting: 47 with 40 enjoying breakfast.  
	
Guests & Applications for membership Dignitaries/Special Guests 
Jim Carton – Corporal of Marines served in the Marines 1966-1968. Vietnam vet. 
Daniel Tarwacki  -  Sergeant of Marines served 2005 – 2013 
Beverly Bean        
A motion was made and seconded to accept Daniel Tarwacki as a regular member and Beverly as an 
associate member. The motion carried. 
A motion was made by Steve Schwartz and seconded by Russ Miller to accept the minutes of the 18 
November meeting. The motion carried. 
No new correspondence to report. 
Report of Paymaster:  NSTR 
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress/Chaplain’s Report  
Discussed were the following people: 
Theresa Crum has returned home after suffering a stroke last November. She will continue rehab and is 
expected to make a good recovery. 
Marianne Smith is recovering from a broken vertebra.  
Jim and Polly Woods are doing well but please call before visiting. 
It was good to see Marine Iris Rudesill back to strength and with us again. 
WWII, Korean War, Vietnam Veterans luncheon invites veterans a request volunteers. 



Marine Royce G. Beek, a Vietnam vet of Hamburger Hill and Hue City, passed away recently. Marine 
Beek lived in Colorado Springs for a period of time. 
Report of Officers 
Commandant: Paul Hinojosa  
Special thanks to Roger Baty who volunteered his time and effort to make some much-needed repairs to 
our Marine Corps Monument in Memorial Park. 
Marin Helping Marines Fund assisted the following Marines: 
    Marine Sgt. Steven Benada. We had a marine in need contact us in late November.  Marine Sgt. 
Steven Benada contacted us for help in getting family out of Puerto Rico which had been ravaged by the 
recent hurricane.  The members included his nephew, wife and a 1 year old who was in destress due to 
the poor water conditions.  We could not help him with flights so instead we help him by paying his utility 
deposit, which will be returned to us by Fountain when or if the Benada’s move from the current 
residence.  We also helped with some groceries to help him celebrate the upcoming holidays.  The 
Benada’s have already brought over his sister-in-law, they have completed bringing a family member with 
the 1 year old.  We paid out $500.00 to help the family; $150. 00 in utility deposit and $350.00 for 
groceries which was presented as a gift card.   
   Marine John Nyehart. He recently moved to Colorado Springs to be near his three kids, Olivia (16), 
Zander (13), and Gabby (11).  Since his move, the area he lives in, he has had two motorcycles stolen, 
his truck broken into and information for his bank account stolen and his account cleaned out.  He is in 
danger of being evicted, but since he has a VA check due to being 100% disabled and social security, he 
has an income coming to help him move.  All he was asking for was help for Christmas, we will help him 
via Toys for Tots.  
Senior Vice Commandant / Web Sergeant:  NSTR 
Junior Vice Commandant: Steve Schwartz  
Nothing substantial to report this month but would like to thank everyone for the help and support this 
past year. You make me proud to be a Marine and a member of the detachment. 
Adjutant:  NSTR 
Judge Advocate: NSTR 
Jr. Past Commandant: Russ Miller 
Quartermaster: NSTR 
Sergeant at Arms: NSTR 
 
Toys for Tots:  Updated the Detachment on the current Toys for Tots campaign.  
MODD: Steve Schwartz: The next Growl will take place after the today’s Detachment meeting. 
Report of Standing Committees/Special Committees: NSTR 
New Business/Good of the League: Marine Roger Baty donated money for 50 Marine poolee in the 
Denver area to attend a Denver Nuggets game in honor of the Marines Corps.  
Late November Paul Hinojosa and Marianne Smith presented a $250.00 check to Care and Share. 

 

Pikes Peak Detachment Awards for 2017 
You will notice that several of our Elected, Appointed, and Associate members have been recognized and 
may have received several different awards “for going above & beyond the call of duty” 
Note; All awards & monies being presented at today’s “Awards Ceremonies” were approved and voted on 
by our Elected & Appointed officers on 29 November 2017 
 

Honor Guard Award 
Presented to those Marines that have served in 10 events color guard details, Birthday Ball Cake 
ceremony, rifle detail, marching squad and or performed military Honors at the funeral of a Marine, FMF 
Corpsmen, or FMF Chaplains:    
Jamie Rogers, Terry Crum, and Charles Tuck 
 

Community Service Award 
Presented to the following members who may have participated in the yearly Veterans Stand Down, 
Monthly Meeting’s Operations, Funerals, Parades, Cash Sales events, supporting our Toys for Tots 
program. All individuals must have participated in at least three or more of these events during 2017.  
Pat Carty 
Theresa Crum 

Gary George 
Helen Hill 

Richard Inhoffer 
John Kowall 



Richard McGee 
Russ Miller 
Doris Purdy 
Marianne Smith 
Peggy Baldwin 
Paul Darrow 
Garry Gibson 
Pat Mesa 
Steve Peterson 

Iris Rudesill 
Roger Baty 
Patricia Thompson 
Terry Crum 
Del Duvall 
Mark Davis 
Charles Hankins 
Paul Hinojosa 
Joseph G. Martinez 

Carmella Miller 
Melvin Postlewait 
Steve Schwartz 
Charles Tuck 
Brigid Rudolph 
Vince Espinoza 
Ron Asmussen 
Antonio Barrera, Sr. 
Don Lopes 

 

Meritorious Commendation “Individual” Award 
This award is presented to the following members for their support of the monthly WWII & Korean 
Luncheon during 2017. All individuals must have participated in at least three or more of these events 
during 2017 to earn this award.  

Pat Mesa 
Iris Rudesill 
Paul Darrow 
Patricia Thompson 

Pat Mesa  
Del Duvall 
Joseph G. Martinez  
Russ Miller  

Gary George 
Karen George 
Terry Boston 

Bob Roper 
Pat Hyland 

 

Meritorious Commendation “Individual” Award 
Award presented to the following members for their volunteer service at the VA Hospital in Denver and 
the VA Clinic in Colorado Springs raising funds to aid hospitalized veterans during 2017. All individuals 
must have participated in at least (3) or more of these events during 2017 to earn this  
 
Pat Carty Iris Rudesill Paul Darrow 
Jim Woods Peggy Baldwin Del Duvall 
Joseph G. Martinez Russ Miller Ron Asmussen 
Melvin Postlewait Vince Espinoza  

 
Detachment Recruiter of the Year for 2017 

Paul Hinojosa with 6 members 
 

Distinguished Service “Bronze” Award 
The second highest award that can be awarded at the Detachment Level. 
This award is presented to all Elected & Appointed Officers for their hard work, their sacrifices of time, 
energy and monies in the support of this Detachment during 2017. 
Commandant/YM Liaison Paul Hinojosa Sr. Vice Commandant/Web Sgt. Terry Crum 
Jr. Vice Commandant Steve Schwartz Judge Advocate Gary George 
Jr. Past Commandant Quartermaster Russ Miller Chaplain Pat Carty 
Paymaster Peggy Baldwin Sgt-at-Arms Osa Tuck 
Adjutant Theresa Crum  

 

Distinguished Service “Bronze” Award 
“Is the second highest award that can be awarded at the Detachment Level”? 
This award is presented to those who have made considerable contributions of time, talent, to the 
furthering of the Marine Corps League and its missions. 
Antonio Barrera, Sr. - T4T football game Vince Espinoza - T4T and Popcorn 
Joe G. Martinez - T4T and Popcorn Marianne Smith - Bowl-a-thon 
Gary Green - Golf Tournament  

 
Distinguished Citizen “Bronze” Award 
This is the highest award that can be given to a current MCL Member, Associate Member or Non-Member 
of the Marine Corps League at the Detachment Level;  
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Peggy Baldwin,  For outstanding service to the detachment and department of Colorado by serving at 
the 2017 Department of Colorado State convention and serving fellow veterans at the Denver VA 
hospital, as well as a member of the Detachment Scholarship committee. 
James “Pat” Carty, Chaplain; for the outstanding job he has done in helping lead our Bereavement 
Committee to numerous funerals and for his many hospital and home visits during 2017 and for his 
volunteer service to fellow veterans at the Denver VA Hospital, and service to WWII/Korean War 
luncheon.  
Hank Hankins: for efforts in supporting the detachment in Parades with his firetruck, Toys for Tots 
program, and transporting toys all over southern Colorado with his Truck and 20’ trailer and serving his 
fellow veterans by volunteering at the Denver VA Hospital 
Joe G Martinez:  For outstanding support and faithful service in every aspect of the Pikes Peak 
Detachment’s endeavors, from Toys for Tots, to Department of Colorado State Convention, serving his 
fellow veterans at the Denver VA hospital, and WWII/Korean War Luncheon, and Bereavement 
committee. 
Russ Miller: Jr. Past Commandant; for his additional duties of serving as Quarter Master, Toys for Tots 
Coordinator and State Convention Coordinator and for coordinating a group of volunteers to serve at the 
Denver VA Hospital and Colorado Springs VA Clinic.    
                             
 

Detachment Marine of the Year for 2017 
This is a one time award; the selection of our Detachment “Marine of the Year” is based upon the overall 
contributions this one Marine has had on the overall success of the Detachment during 2017.  
Hank Hankins was unanimously voted “Detachment Marine of the Year” by the staff of officers for his 
extraordinary efforts in support of the league, support in keeping the fire truck in excellent condition for 
parades and other events within the state of Colorado at his expense.  Although, for the past two years in 
staff, I know we have voted to provide Hank reimbursement for fuel and maintenance on the fire truck and 
the use of his personal vehicle for towing our trailers, he has rejected this money; all of the support has 
been out of his own pocket.  He has never once asked for reimbursement, nor has he asked for any kind 
of recognition.   Hank tends to blend in the crowd and has gone unnoticed for all these years.    
 

Associate of the Year for 2016 
This is a (1) time award; the “Associate of the Year” is based on the contributions this Associate Member 
has had on the overall success of the Detachment during 2016. None for this year.  
 

Presentation of $1000.00 Checks to                               
Don Lopez; Pikes Peak Young Marines Detachment 
 
Installation of New officers: Department Commandant Garry Gibson performed the swearing in 
ceremony. The 2018 elected/appointed officers: 
Paul Hinojosa, Commandant Terry Crum, Sr. Vice Commandant/ Web Sgt. 
Pat Carty, Jr. Vice Commandant Gary George, Judge Advocate 
Jamie Rogers, Chaplain Peggy Baldwin, Paymaster 
Osa Tuck, Sgt. at Arms Carmella Miller, Adjutant 
 Russ Miller, Jr. Past Commandant (2), 

Quartermaster 
 

Closing Ceremony; Time Closed at 1000.  
 

With no additional business at hand, the 50/50 drawing was held. The total amount collected was $142.00. 
Vince Espinoza owned the winning ticket and donated the $71.00 to Toys for Tots. 
 

With all business being completed Commandant Crum closed the meeting at 1000. The next meeting will 
take place on 20 January 2018.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Theresa Crum, Adjutant 
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Cpl Jim Woods Obituary  
 
James J. Woods (Jim) of Colorado Springs, CO was born on January 11, 1927 in Brooklyn, NY and 
passed away on December 24, 2017.  Jim is survived by his wife, Polly; two children, Dan Woods (Katie) 
and Jane Olivier Benson (Dave); two stepchildren, Patrick Neil (Bonnie) and Peggy Steinemann (Chris); 
ten grandchildren and two great-granddaughters.  He was preceded in death by two grandsons. 
 
Jim enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in December 1944, during his junior year of high school, and served 
in the Pacific theater in World War II.  He was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat 
on Iwo Jima and honorably discharged in March 1947.  After the war, he built a career in the printing 
industry working from an entry-level job in 1948 to Vice President and General Manager of the firm’s Los 
Angeles facility.  In 1960, he was elected to the Board of Directors of this national printing company.  He 
later served as the President of the Printing Industries of America. 
 
After retiring, Jim spent many hours volunteering in the California Bureau of Prisons as an advisor in their 
printing department.  Following that, he was a member of the Citizen’s Patrol in Moreno Valley Police 
Department.  After moving to Colorado, he volunteered in the Colorado Springs Police Department 
Handicapped Parking Services Unit writing citations.  His last volunteer position was in the Pikes Peak 
Library system. 
 
Jim valued his years with the All Forces Memorial Honor Detail at Riverside National Cemetery in 
California.  He then proudly served as the Commandant of the Pikes Peak Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League after moving to Colorado. 
 
Recitation of the Rosary will be at 9:00 am on Friday, January 5th, followed by Mass of Christian Burial 
at 10:00 am.  Both will take place at St. Patrick Roman Catholic Church located at 6455 Brook Park Drive, 
Colorado Springs.  Following the Mass, Jim will be laid to rest at 1:00 pm at Fort Logan National 
Cemetery in Denver, CO with Honors performed by the United States Marine Color Guard.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that a contribution be made to the Marine Corps League 
Scholarship Fund. Checks made out to ‘MCL PPD29’ may be sent to the address below with ‘Jim Woods 
– MCL Scholarship Fund’ in the ‘For’ line: 
Marine Corps League 
Pikes Peak Detachment 29 
P.O. Box 10536 
Colorado Springs, CO  80932-1536 
 

Service Schedule 
Please read Chaplain’s article for more details.  
 
First Service 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
6455 Brook Park Dr   Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
Rosary starts at 9:00 AM Service starts at 10:00 AM 
 
Second Service 
Ft Logan National Cemetery 
4400 W Kenyon Ave    Englewood, CO 
Staging Area A at 12:45 for a 1 pm service.  
 
Undici Ristorante 
1200 E Hampden Avenue  Englewood, CO 
 


