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THE PIKES PEAK DETACHMENT
MEETS EVERY THIRD SATURDAY
17 November 2018
Doors open at 0730 for coffee
0800 - Breakfast is served - $10.00
Bring a new unwrapped toy for Toys for
Tots and breakfast is free!
0900 - The meeting begins
VFW Pikes Peak Post 4051
430 East Pikes Peak Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

2018 Pikes Peak Region
Marine Corps Ball
9 November 2018
5:00 p.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Cocktails: 5:00 p.m.
Ceremony: 6:00 p.m.
Tickets are still available at
https://www.pikespeakmcl.org/ball

Cash Sales will be open

Pictures from the 2018 High Country Toy Run supporting Toys for Tots.

1

Commandant Paul Hinojosa
Hello Marines, FMF Corpsmen and Chaplains, associate members and families.
Last month’s meeting had an excellent turn out with 56 members in attendance, a record for the
year thus far, and 36 eating breakfast. Once again, we had a whirlwind of activities this past month,
some of it good, some of it deterred by bad weather, such as the Toys for Tots Toy Run. However, the
Veterans Stand-Down was a huge success, stats on the event are listed below.
Our Bowl-a-thon event occurred on Oct. 21, per our last meeting, Marianne Smith reported that
pledges were currently at $4,050.00 with 22 people bowling. Marianne Smith has been doing the BowlA-Thon for 23 years now, I cannot express my gratitude toward her and her being an active member of
our detachment. Kudos, Marianne!
Nominations were held for next year’s staff. Russ Miller filled in as pro tem Judge
advocate and solicited nominations for elections which will be held during our November meeting. There
is still time in November to nominate members in our detachment, elections will follow immediately
afterwards. Nominations thus far, are as follows:
Commandant: Steve Schwartz, Terry Crum
Sr. Vice Commandant: Steve Schwartz, Terry Crum
Jr. Vice Commandant: vacant
Judge Advocate: Gary George
This will be my last newsletter before the Marine Corps Ball, I hope you have not experienced
issues with registering and I hope to see you at the Ball. If you did not plan on going to our 243rd Marine
Corps Birthday, then my wish for you is that you have a Happy Birthday!
This is all the news I have for you this month, I will be sure to bring up any new items during our
November meeting where we will continue with nominations, followed by elections. See you then!
Stay Safe, healthy and Happy Birthday Marines! Semper Fi!
Paul
2018 Veterans Stand-down Stats
Meals Served:
Veterans Served:
200 Breakfast burritos, 8 gallons of Hot Cider, and
108 Homeless Veterans not eligible for or wanting
160 cups of coffee served by Mackenzie Place
to go into the THI
256 8 ounce cups of coffee served by Custom Coffee 14 Homeless Veterans Selected for the THI
House
54 Non Homeless Veterans
500 Munchkins and two dozen donuts provided by
176 Total Needy or Homeless Veterans served
Dunkin Donuts on North Dublin Blvd
at the 2018 Stand Down
500 Lunch meals provided by Sodexo
9 Non Veterans seeking services at the Stand
250 Bag lunches provided by TREA Aux
Down
Volunteers Participated:
185 Total Persons helped or referred to other
341 on first count to include 107 Military Escorts
agencies at the 2018 Stand Down
Goods Distributed:
$25,651.60 worth of clothing and footwear given out
Note: This does not count the value of items given
out at the Service Tables
Services Provided:
61 service organizations involved in the 2018 Stand
Down
Many Flu shots given and Hearing tests performed
9 veterans received 8.5 hours’ worth of Dental care
by No Smile Left Behind
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Transitional Housing Initiative (THI)
Participants:
15 Veterans
4 Spouses
14 Children
33 Total Participants
Thank you all for helping make this a great
success.

Newsletter Editor: Terry Crum

2

Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum
Greetings, I hope everyone is enjoying the Colorado autumn season. Thank you to all who attended the
October Detachment meeting and chose to spend their Saturday morning at the VFW Post 4051 enjoying
a delicious breakfast and attending a monthly meeting of the most outstanding Detachment of the Marine
Corps League. Please know that your attendance at the Detachment meetings is appreciated, I am quite
aware that your time is limited and important. It was my honor to chair the meeting. My hope is when
members attend the meetings they will want to return time and time again.
The constant contact appears to still be a successful service for the Detachment. Among the services that
the Detachment get is email. If you are not receiving email in your email inbox it is possible it is still
reaching your account. The Detachment email could be ending up I your spam / junk folders. For those
that use gmail (I use gmail) the Detachment email could be sent to a folder called “Promotions”. That is
where I find Detachment email. Additionally email from the Detachment often include pictures and some
email services do not display pictures as the default. If this this is the case you might see an option above
email stating “display images below”. My goal is to ensure the images are not essential to understanding
the email; however, I do try to have a picture accompany an obituary.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming events that the Detachment is taking part in. Day
light savings time ends soon, don’t forget to set the clocks back one hour Saturday night 4 November.
Many church goers will miss their service because they forgot to fall back…
Semper Fi and happy birthday!
Terry

Pictures of guests from the October 2018 Detachment Meeting.

Pikes Peak Det. November 2018

Newsletter Editor: Terry Crum

3

Junior Vice Commandant Pat Carty
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsmen, Associates and Friends. 2018 has been a busy year for our
Detachment, as you know. The Veterans Day Parade on 03 November is the last hurrah for the year.
Let's go out with a bang! Our staging number is 44 and, we line up at the corner of Dale St. and Tejon
starting at 0800. Please join us for the traditional pre-parade breakfast at the Western Omelette on
Walnut St., 0700. Russ Miller will be there to rip everyone equally or, maybe not (don't come if you have a
thin skin!) We will carpool to the staging area from there or, just meet us there if you don't attend
breakfast (your loss)!
Thanks to all the Detachment members that turned out to help with 2018 Homeless Veterans Stand
Down:
162 Homeless Veterans were helped with many volunteers from our Colorado Springs community: Active
Military, Veterans Organizations, and Civilians across the board. These Veterans were given aid that will,
hopefully, give them the impetus to pursue the advice, opportunities and, resources available to them.
Many Thanks to the MCL Pikes Peak Detachment 29 volunteers who were there to help: Russ Miller, Joe
G. Martinez, Del Duvall, Pat Mesa, Gary George, Arden Rivers, and Pat Carty.
Russ Miller, deserves special credit in organizing and, directing our assignment of distributing
shoes/boots and, keeping the team motivated! Everyone pitched in before, during and, after to make
sure our participation represented the best of our Detachment. An OUTSTANDING Team!
The Marine Corps Birthday Ball is 09 Nov. at Cheyenne Mountain Resort. If you haven't signed up please
do so. We will be honoring the oldest Marine at the Ball: Cpl. Earl R. Sneary, Guadalcanal Marine, age
96! Thanks to all Marines helping to make this an Outstanding Ball.
At our next meeting,17 November, we will be electing and, appointing officers to lead our Detachment
forward for the next year. Some positions are still open. Please step forward and, volunteer to take an
important part of our Detachment and help in the direction we want our Detachment to go. Without
members willing to volunteer it will be hard to sustain a viable and vibrant Detachment. Let's not depend
on those who perpetually volunteer... some of us old geezers are getting worn out. We won't be around
forever. God Bless you all my Marine Brothers and, Sisters!
Semper Fi,
Pat

The following birthdays were acknowledged at the end of the Oct. Det. meeting: Doris Purdy, 95; Doc
Evans, 94; Paul Darrow, 83. A cake was brought and enjoyed by all.
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Chaplain Jamie Rogers
All, I have been pretty much gone over the last month and pretty much lost contact. This is what I actually
know what has occurred over the last month. I hope this finds everyone in good health and spirits. I have
no new reports of any members that have been sick or under duress. This is fantastic news!
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage everyone to get their flu shot as soon as possible. In
addition there is a new drug approved that can lower the number of days and severity of the flu. If you
notice you have symptoms for two days you should go to the doctor to get this prescription.
The Pikes Peak Detachment bereavement team attended the funeral for Marine Richard James Keleher
on 5 October.
The Detachment bereavement team will attend the following services:
1. Marine Dan Schafer service is Saturday November 3rd at 11 A.M. at St. George's Anglican Church.
2. LCDR Mark Sayre Ammons celebration of life will be held November 9th at 1:00 at Woodmen Valley
Chapel, Rockrimmon Campus.
Please see the bottom of this newsletter for obituaries.
Semper Fi,
Jamie

Paymaster Peggy Baldwin
There are still members that have not paid their annual dues of $36. Unless you are a life member your
membership expires every year on August 31. Renewal notices are no longer being sent. There are
several ways to pay your membership dues. You can mail a check to the address at the top of this
newsletter or you can pay by cash, check or card (when cash sales is available) at the next meeting. A
big thank you to members that have already paid their dues.
National HQ, MCL has been changing data systems and are way behind in processing transmittals with
new memberships and renewals. Please be patient.
Please consider purchasing a life membership; must be a member in good standing.
Schedule for life membership
Age
0 - 35
Amount
$500

36 - 50
$400

51 - 64
$300

65 - Over
$200

Become a lifer! Pay this.

Semper Fi,
Peggy Baldwin

Karnivorous Kanines Pound #150 Pound Keeper DD Terry Crum
Greetings to all you dogs. The Karnivorous Kanines have been busy lately. We had or own Growl last
Sept. and dogs from our Pound attended the Growl for Pound 128 and the Colorado Pack Growl on 27
October. A good time was had by all and plenty of bones were collected to benefit children’s hospitals. As
many of you know a lucky children’s hospital in the host city of the annual Supreme Growl receives a
large donation for the use of special equipment purchases.
The next Growl for the Karnivorous Kanines will be after the December 15th Pikes Peak Det. meeting.
Until then stay warm and try not to chase any parked cars!
Woof! Woof!
DD Terry

Christmas Party at the Baty House!
But we are having a Christmas party at our house for all MCL husbands and wives on Sunday, Dec
16th at 1:00. Asking everyone to bring an appetizer or dessert and a wrapped gift for take away gifts….
Could you pass this on to everyone…. I will send out an email also, but if you have a more updated list
that would be good…. Thanks, Terry Baty
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Quartermaster Russ Miller
Our last outside Cash Sales event for the year will be at the Colorado VA Clinic on 6 November from
0900-1500.
There are still plenty of NORAD/NORTHCOM Pikes Peak Marine t-shirts ($20) available in a variety of
colors that will continue to be available at our monthly meetings in the Ship Store. For those attending
the Birthday Ball on 9 November, there will be Pikes Peak Marine Birthday t-shirts in long and short
sleeve available for sale at the registration table the night of the ball.
If you have not ordered your personalized/engraved Pikes Peak Detachment coffee mug, we are still
taking orders ($15). Please remember to bring your mug to the detachment meeting in November. Our
new cup rack will be up for storage of the mugs between our monthly meetings.
Semper Fi, Russ

Toys for Tots Coordinator Russ Miller
Boxes have begun to be delivered. Our warehouse is set up (2833 E. Fountain Blvd.) and there are
always things to be done. Coffee pot is running every weekday from 0900-1500, so stop by and sit a
spell.
I am excited to announce that we are partnering with 7/11. Toys for Tots boxes will be located in every
store statewide. They will also be selling our train cut-outs for $1, $5, and $10 donations. Similar to what
you see around town for St. Jude’s, The Miracle Network, and Make a Wish Foundation. We may also
have the opportunity to do the same with Safeway in all their stores too. So fingers crossed everyone!
Please remember to bring a toy to our November Monthly meeting on 17 Nov to receive your plate of our
world-famous SOS free of charge.
The Pikes Peak Det. will participate in the “Christmas begins in Manitou” parade Friday, November 30,
2018. The parade starts at 6:00 pm. This is a Toys for Tots event and details will be forthcoming.
Thank you to all that are working so diligently to help put smiles on the faces of less fortunate children this
Christmas Season.
Semper Fi, Russ

2018 Bowl-a-Thon
Hello members and associates,
Our 23rd annual Bowl-a-Thon was on Sunday Oct 21st. We had 20 people bowling and lots of fun. Most
of all we did well. Thank you, thank you to each and everyone who bowled and donated. Final report at
the next meeting. Again thanks to everyone who helped and made this event a success.
Semper fi,
Marianne Smith Bowl-a-Thon coordinator

2018 Veterans Day Free Meals and Other Veterans Day Freebies
Veterans’ Day includes many perks for military veterans. This includes free meals and other items.
Participating restaurants include Applebee’s, Olive Garden, Golden Corral and more!
A List of Veterans Day Free Meals and Other Veterans Day Freebies for 2018 can be found at:
https://www.thespruce.com/veterans-day-free-meals1357348?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=shareurlbuttons
Pikes Peak Det. November 2018
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20 October 2018 Pikes Peak Detachment Monthly Meeting Minutes
Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum opened the 20 October 2018 meeting of the Marine Corps League
Pikes Peak Det. for official business at VFW Post 4051 in Colorado Springs at 0903 with Salute to Colors
and opening prayer. All officers were present except for - Commandant Paul Hinojosa and Chaplain
Jamie Rogers - both excused. Dignitaries present at the meeting: ANVC RMD Russ Miller
Guests & Applications for membership;
1. Larry Hoskinson
2. Matthew Cassiglia
3. Keith Larreau & Ethel
4. David* & Elizabeth Johnson (AZ)
5. Larry Hathaway*
6. David (Sammy) Picazo*
A motion was made and seconded to accept Larry Hathaway and David Johnson as Detachment
members upon prove of service and payment. The motion carried.
A motion was made by Russ miller and seconded by Osa Tuck to accept the 15 Sept. 2018 monthly
meeting minutes as they were posted in the Oct. newsletter with the following amendments:
Under the Good of the League: Dec 15 Wreaths Across America -- they are looking for a Marine in dress
blues to place the Marine wreath during the ceremony at Memorial Gardens.
American Legion House 29 is American Legion Post 209.
The motion was carried.
Correspondences: The following was read. The Detachment received a certificate of appreciate for
participating in the Sept 11 Tribute in Lamar CO.
Report of Paymaster; Peggy Baldwin
1. Payroll report – is always available at the officers table and also by email/mail request.
2. Dues $36 are due. Still waiting on Nation for renewals and new members. There is currently a
back-log to June.
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress
See Chaplain notes
Report of Officers
Commandant; as aloud read by the Sr Vice Commandant Terry Crum:
1. Marine Corps Ball; the link for the Ball is out on our website @ Pikespeakmcl.org. Click on the
2018 Marine Corps Ball Information button which will take you to the next page where you can
pay for your tickets and meals. There is a second link for the room reservations if interested.
Room reservations. 20 rooms set aside for the ball. Rooms are $106.00 per night, about $146.00
with taxes. Last notice I received, there are still rooms available. If you attempt to reserve and
rooms are full up, please let me know so I can contact NorthCom and they can reserve more
rooms. The cost in which most of us will fall under are $50.00 for active/veteran enlisted and
$55.00 for Active/veteran company grade. Deadline to register and not entail a $5.00 late fee per
head, is Oct. 22.
a. It was brought up that the rooms closed on 10/17
b. Russ – when purchasing tickets, use same option for your spouse/guest as you did for
yourself.
2. Pikes Peak Young Marines: They’ve invited us to attend Red Ribbon week (DDR) event at
Deerfield Hill Community Center, located @ 4290 Deerfield Hills Rd. from 3 pm to 5 pm on Oct.
27. We will be taking our Fire Truck and DI to the event. Come Join us!
3. Pikes Peak Young Marines: Have invited us to their Christmas Party on Dec 15 @ 3275 Akers
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80922. It’s the El Paso Public Works building. Bring yourselves
and your smiles.
4. Detachment Free Breakfast for Toys for Tots Drive in Nov.: the past couple years, a proposal
was made to have a free breakfast for members in November in the hopes that the freed-up
money would encourage a toy donation. So, bring a toy and get a free breakfast.

Pikes Peak Det. November 2018
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5. Coach Bear’s T4T Charity game: Nov. 17, Semi-pro football game coordinated by Marine
Antonio “Bear” Barrera. Team Bear vs. Team Colorado, from 1 pm to 5 pm, game starts @ 2
pm. Bring a new unwrapped toy or donation, this is opened to the public so put the word out.
Game is at Cheyenne Mountain High School, 1200 Cresta Road.
Sr. Vice/ Web Sgt.; Terry Crum
Welcome back to Heike Karr and Frank ‘Doc’ Evans, both have been out for a while due to health, good
to see you.
Jr. Vice; Pat Carty
Recent
1. Pro Rodeo event, Russ has cash sales results
2. Veterans Luncheon – 40+ veterans attended, we had a great speaker. If interested it’s on the 2nd
Tues monthly at Western Omelet, at 1100
3. Stand Down – 162 homeless veterans received help from across the board. Special thanks to
Russ M, Joe G, Del D, Pat M, Gary G, and Arden R for all their help!
Upcoming
4. Veterans Day Parade - #44 placement, meeting at Dale x Tejon (SW corner) at 0800. Breakfast
prior at Western Omelet, at 0700
5. Marine Corps Ball Oldest Marine: Earl Sneary, 96-year-old Guadalcanal Marine. Thanks to Del
Duvall for finding him! Will the Detachment pay for his and, his niece's attendance? I have been
in contact with his niece, Carol Evert, she says that Mr. Sneary is willing to do it but, he is frail,
blind and, very hard of hearing. She is checking with him to confirm if he can attend and, will let
me know in the next couple of days. The caveat being that his health could change on a dime.
6. Doris Purdy will be 95 on 31 Oct. We should recognize this milestone at the meeting
7. Anything else in the interim
Adjutant; Carmella Miller: NSTR
Judge Advocate; Gary George: NSTR
Jr. Past Commandant; Russ Miller
Chaplain; Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress
Funeral committee attended 2 funerals since the last meet: Richard James Keleher.
Quartermaster; Russ Miller
•
Pro Rodeo was a busted bronc. Thankfully they promised to refund half of our
registration cost. We just barely made enough to cover the cost of other half of entry
($134) due to weather conditions (cold, windy, and drizzle!)
• Cash Sales at Toy Run brought in $305; only had 1/3 of riders due to weather.
•

We have been “invited” to do cash sales at the VA Clinic on 6 Nov. (NO fee and no profit
share to clinic)

•

Pikes Peak MCBall t-shirts are still available in the ships store. Major Carper is having a
Pikes Peak Marine Corps Birthday Ball shirt made for sale at the Ball. If you are not
attending the ball but would like to order a shirt, please let me know after today’s
meeting.
• By show of hands, maybe ½ dozen interested.

•

Those who need help registering for the Ball should see Peggy after the meeting and she
will get you online and registered

Pikes Peak Det. November 2018
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Sgt-at-Arms; NSTR
Toys for Tots: Russ Miller
• Toy Run had a sparse turn out due to weather. Only collected about a quarter of the toys normally
received. Auction at Cowboys was also less than usual. By my estimate, only about $5-6000 raised
at auction and $1050 in food sales.
•

We have a warehouse. This year’s location is on the SE corner of Circle Drive and Fountain Blvd.
2833 E Fountain Blvd, right next door to Harbor Freight. Hours of operation until after black Friday will
be 0900-1500, Monday-Friday. Hours between Black Frida and Christmas Eve TBD and will be
announced at the Nov. Meeting.

•

Need help delivering collection boxes throughout the city!

•

Please bring your toy donations to the November breakfast meeting. Notion brought by Russ to offer
free breakfast at Novembers meeting with toy donation. 2nd by Osa. All in favor? Yes

MODD; Terry Crum
Next Growl is after the Dec meet. If you are interested in learning more about the League’s fun and honor
society, stay after today’s meet for more information.
Report of Standing Committees;
Report of Special Committees;
Unfinished Business;
Marianne Smith and the Bowl-A-Thon
Currently have $4050.00 pledged with 22 people bowling. All proceeds to the Young Marines, Toys for
Tots, Marines Helping Marines, Care & Share, and Christmas Unlimited.
New Business;
Nominations for the 2019 Pikes Peak Detachment Officers
Per Bi-Laws: candidates must be members in good standing for 1 year and have a fellow member
nominate them. Elected officers are: Commandant, Sr Vice Commandant, Jr Vice Commandant, and
Judge Advocate. All other positions are appointed by the newly elected Commandant. Nominations take
place in Oct, elections in Nov, and installments in Dec. All nominations in Oct are suspended until Nov
when additional nominations can be made, finalized and voting takes place.
Commandant:
Del Duvall nominated Steve Schwartz
Pat Carty nominated Terry Crum

Senior Vice Commandant:
Mark Davis nominated Steve Schwartz
Iris Rudesill nominated Terry Crum

Junior Vice Commandant:
No nominations at this time.

Judge Advocate:
Roger Baty nominated Gary George

Good of the League;
Peggy - The Pikes Peak Veteran's Cemetery is looking for volunteers. They would like to have two
volunteers each day they are open: one to answer questions and one to provide directions to visitors.
With no further business the 50/50 drawing was held. Total collected was $141.00. The winner of was
Roger Baty, he donated his winnings of $70.50 to the Bowl-a-Thon.
The following birthdays were acknowledged: Doris Purdy, 95; Doc Evans, 94; Paul Darrow, 83. A cake
was brought and enjoyed by all.
Senior Vice Commandant Crum closed the meeting at 1011. The next meeting will take place 17
November 2018.
Respectfully Submitted,
Carmella Miller – Adjutant

Pikes Peak Det. November 2018
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In remembrance of our dearly departed brother and sister Marines and FMF Corpsmen

Obituary for Marine Richard James Keleher
Richard James Keleher passed away at his home on September 29, 2018 in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
He was born January 4, 1952 in Clarion, Iowa to James Wayne and Doris Eileen (Hoyt) Keleher.
Richard spent four years of his early life as a proud member of the United Sates Marine Corp. He then
married the love of his life, Patricia Mary Lund, and then enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserve
where he dedicated fifteen years. Richard also spent one year as a police officer in Colfax, Iowa, then
became a federal police officer for the United States Treasury Department.
He is preceded in death by his parents, James and Doris Keleher; and his brother, Robert James
Keleher.
Richard is survived by his wife, Patricia Mary Keleher; sons, Jason Wayne (Melody) Keleher and
Christopher James (Tiffany) Keleher; daughter, Jaime Lee (Keats) Herseim; brother, Larry Keleher; sister,
Donna Freese; grandchildren, Rachael Holz, Joshua Keleher, Jaxon Keleher, Landon Keleher, Jakob
Yarbrough; and great-grandson, Oliver Blue Street.
Visitation, 9:00AM, Friday, October 5, 2018, The Springs Funeral Services-North, 6575 Oakwood
Boulevard, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80923.
Funeral Service, 10:00AM, Friday, October 5, 2018 at The Springs Funeral Services-North.
Interment at a later date, Pikes Peak National Cemetery, 10545 Drennan Road, Colo Spgs, CO.

Obituary for Marine DANNY C. SCHAFER
February 11, 1936 October 15, 2018
Dan, as friends and family knew him, passed peacefully with family and friends surrounding him and the
prayer circle praying for his journey to heaven. Dan was born in Reading, PA started first grade in Long
Island, NY then moved with his parents to Bernardsville, NJ where he attended public schools until his
graduation from Bernardsville High in 1954. He joined the Marines in 1954 and continued service until
1957.
He entered Michigan State University and graduated in 1961 with a degree in Criminal Justice. He
started his career with U.S. Customs as a Special Agent and after the first year was assigned to serve in
El Paso, Texas. In 1968 he transferred to Laredo, Texas and continued his tour there, with special
assignment when called by President Nixon to serve as one of the first Sky Marshals and flew with the
airlines to and from Europe returning to Laredo, and continued until transferred to New Orleans with the
newly formed DEA Agency, and after four years he transferred to the DEA office in Denver, CO, and
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served there until his retirement in 1986. In August of 1986, he joined the staff at Pueblo, Community
College and taught Criminal Justice Courses until retirement in 2003.
Dan enjoyed his retirement living in Monument, CO for 32 years... he is survived by his wife of 48 years,
Sharon "Sam" Schafer, daughter, Wendy Schafer, sons, Dan Schafer, Guy Schafer (Donna), Erik
Schafer, grandchildren, Brianna (Brian) Pederson Jackie Schafer, Taylor Schafer, Cara Schafer and Rory
Schafer, his two great-grandchildren, Eathen and Colin Pederson, also his brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,
his nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, Clifford and Josephine Schafer,
daughter Christi Schafer and in-laws Melvin and Adella Schnese.
Service is Saturday November 3 at 11 A.M. at St. George's Anglican Church, 217 E. Pikes Peak Ave.
Reception following service... No Flowers please... contributions may be made to St. George's Anglican
Church in memory on Dan Schafer.

Obituary for LCDR MARK S. AMMONS
LCDR Mark Sayre Ammons, USN (Ret) died on October 24, 2018 after a bout with cancer. He was born
and raised in Lansing, Michigan, graduated JW Sexton High School and attended Michigan State
University. Prior to graduation, Mark enlisted in the U.S. Navy and became a Special Operations
Technician (Recon Corpsman with the Marines). He served one tour, completed his MSU Bachelor's
Degree, and then returned for another tour with the Recon Marines. He was commissioned as a Medical
Service Corp officer and served in a multitude of positions within Navy Medicine prior to completing an
MBA from the University of Michigan. Upon graduation, he was assigned to Navy Healthcare
Contracting for BUMED and then assigned to build Tricare contracts across the United States. Upon
retirement, Mark fulfilled positions in numerous health insurance companies, leading IT and Operational
groups, as well as working to build one of the first, stand-alone, business process improvement
departments within an integrated healthcare delivery system. He spent a few years consulting with
healthcare and was the VP of Operations for J3Global, and IT and Operational staffing company.
His passion throughout life was to ensure patients that needed medical treatment could receive it and
afford it, using data to improve efficiency and reduce healthcare cost in a number of delivery and payment
systems.
Mark had been an avid (not good) golfer, loving the game for its mental and physical challenge. He has
built numerous small structures and enjoyed creating stained glass art. Mark was active as a volunteer
with Rescue Missions in multiple states and with the national organization in SCORE. He has also worked
to support churches which he attended. He is survived by his beloved wife, Kristine Strom Ammons and
his sister, Tracie Jan Filipich.
A celebration of life will be held 11/9/18 at 1:00 at Woodmen Valley Chapel, Rockrimmon Campus, 290 E.
Woodmen Rd. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to Colorado Springs Rescue Mission:
Highlands Camp, Allenspark CO or charity of your choice.
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10 November 2018
A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
As we celebrate our 243rd birthday, Marines remain in combat, forward-deployed throughout the

world confronting every challenge with courage, loyalty, and faithfulness. Each year on this day, we
renew our resolve to be the most ready when the Nation is least ready; we pay tribute to all who

forged our proud legacy; we recommit ourselves to defending freedom anytime and anywhere; we

stand ready to aid those devastated by natural disasters; and we honor the families and loved ones
who faithfully stand beside us.

This year marks a number of significant milestones. One hundred years ago this June, a

determined brigade of Marines fought ferociously over the hallowed grounds of Belleau Wood. Those

Marines solidified our Corps' global reputation for being a tenacious and highly-skilled fighting force
that forever etched the phrase "Teufel Hunden" into our lexicon. The same year Marines secured
control of Belleau Wood, more than 300 women answered our Nation's call, becoming the first

females to enlist in our Corps. The legacy of the first Women Marine Reservists, and all trailblazing

Marines, serves as a reminder that the title Marine is not restricted by gender, color, or creed - it is a
warrior spirit and distinguished role earned by an elite group.

This year also marks 50 years since Marines fought ferocious battles against a worthy foe in some

of the most austere locations of Vietnam. The indomitable spirit and unyielding resourcefulness of
Marines cutting through the mountainous triple canopy jungles. and overcoming the challenges of

urban combat during the "Tet Offensive" honed the warfighting prowess of our Corps. Hard lessons
learned at Khe Sanh and Hue proved crucial to our successes during Operations Enduring

Freedom and Iraqi Freedom - allowing us to secure victory in the fields of Sangin and on the urban

battlefields of Fallujah. It was also at Hue that now retired Sergeant Major John Canley charged enemy
machine gun positions and put his own life on the line to ensure no Marine was left behind;

epitomizing the true meaning of Semper Fidelis. Today, we proudly honor his faithfulness with our
Nation's highest award for valor.

For 243 years, Marines have fought and won whenever and wherever the Nation calls. In the

harshest conditions, over the most brutal terrain, and against the most formidable enemies, Marines
defend the ideals of freedom with grit and tenacity. Though battlefields change and capabilities

evolve, history proves that true victory comes from the individual Marine with steeled resolve, the
drive to overcome any obstacle, and the warrior spirit to fight on against all odds. It takes that

steadfast faithfulness - Semper Fidelis - to Corps, country, and each other that abounds throughout
our storied legacy.

Happy Birthday, Marines!

Robert B. Neller
General, U.S. Marine Corps

Pikes Peak Det. November 2018

Commandant of the Marine Corps
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