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Cmdt Paul Hinojosa and Marianne Smith deliver checks to Christmas Unlimited and Care and Share.
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Commandant Steve Schwartz
Happy New Year to all of our Detachment members, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains and Associate
members. It's hard to believe that another year has come and gone. It makes me appreciate everyone
even more for your hard work and commitment to making our Detachment the best in the state. I know
that we will continue our efforts in 2019 by making our presence known at all of the events to come. We
also have to make it our mission to grow our Detachment by getting current members to step up and
participate as much as possible and by everyone working hard to find and recruit new members. Our
growth depends on us.
I want to thank everyone for trusting me with the position of Commandant. I do not take this obligation
lightly and I will do my best to lead our Detachment forward with dignity and respect for all. One of my
goals is to reach out to other Detachments and the Department and feed off of their successes in the
hope that we will find more ways to enhance our visibility in the community. We all have much to offer
and I want us to continue leading from the front. I also want to thank our new officers and appointed
staff. I think we have an excellent group of committed individuals and I believe we will continue marching
forward this year. I want to encourage all of you to share your ideas, thoughts and suggestions with
us. That, too, is how we will grow.
For now, let’s take a well-deserved rest as we look forward to our first event, the St. Patrick's Day
Parade in March. I know that our Jr. Vice Commandant will be setting us up for this, and many more
events to follow. Our Senior Vice Commandant/Web Sergeant will continue his efforts to keep us
informed and to date. Our Judge Advocate will continue with his efforts to keep us on the straight and
narrow. Our Paymaster, Sergeant at Arms, Chaplain and Adjutant will do whatever it takes to keep us, as
I said, moving forward.
Again, have a very Happy New Year. I'm looking forward to our meeting in January.
Semper Fidelis,
Steve Schwartz
Commandant
Jr. Vice Pack of Colorado
Past Pound Keeper, Karnivorous Kanines

Steve Schwartz and Terry Crum attended the Pearl Harbor remembrance ceremony at the Pioneers
Museum and had the honor of meeting U.S.S. Arizona survivor Donald Stratton.
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Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum
Greetings to all motivated Marines, outstanding FMF Corpsmen, and wonderful associate members. We
begin the journey of a new year ahead of us. I look forward to us continuing the good works of the finest
Detachment in the Marine Corps League.
The 2019 Detachment schedule has been published. Please look it over. The Detachment will be
involved in many outstanding events during the year and your participation would be greatly appreciated.
You will note that the date of many of the events are listed as TBD (to be determined). The actual date for
these events are not known at this time. Furthermore, this is the first version of the 2019 Detachment
schedule and during the year new revisions will be published in order to reflect updated information. It is
very possible some events will be added or deleted from the schedule. Please stay tuned.
I also hope you will visit the Detachment web site https://www.pikespeakmcl.org or visit the Detachment’s
Facebook group page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/411194525714494/. The website is intended
to be more informative and the Facebook group page more as an avenue of sharing light hearted material
concerning the MCL specifically and the Marine Corps in general.
This will be my fifth year as a Detachment elected officer and my fourth year as an appointed officer. I
take my role in the Pikes Peak Detachment as seriously as I did when I was Russ Miller’s Senior Vice
back in the day. I look forward to working with you all for the advancement of the Pikes Peak Detachment.
Semper Fidelis,
Terry

Pictures from the 2018 December Detachment meeting.
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Paymaster Peggy Baldwin
Welcome to a new year and new opportunities to get involved. I am looking forward to another exciting
year. There are still some people that have not paid their membership dues for 2019. Now is a good time
to consider a life membership. You must be a member in good standing to purchase a life membership.
If you are interested in becoming a Life Member, current Life Membership Dues Schedule is as follows:
Schedule for life membership
Age
0 - 35
36 - 50
51 - 64
65 - Over
Become a lifer!
Amount
$500
$400
$300
$200
Pay this.
Semper Fi,
Peggy Baldwin

Chaplain Vince Espinoza
Please keep those in most need in your thoughts and prayers. In particular our Junior Past Commandant Paul
Hinojosa following his recent knee replacement surgery and associate member Elaine Rogers whom suffered
seizures just prior to Christmas but is happily back at home. Two of our Dept. officers are in need of prayers:
Junior Vice Commandant Phil Price is fighting cancer and Dept. Chaplain Steve Abeyta is recovering from a
stroke. There are many other members that have their own hardships that they are struggling with.
Happy to be your Chaplain and Semper Fi,
Vince

Quartermaster Russ Miller
As we begin the new year of 2019, I want to first take a moment to thank all of our faithful Detachment
members that dedicated countless hours and effort in making sure that each of our outside fund-raising
events went so well. A huge thanks goes to Marine Joe G. Martinez for his support at each of our
monthly meetings as he manned the ship’s store before and after the meetings, making sure our
members had the opportunity to get properly outfitted with Marine motivational gear.
Please keep your eyes and ears open for opportunities to serve the Detachment this coming year as we
look to take advantage of even more events in the area and showcase our two new tents and added
merchandise for the other branches of service.
Reminder that there are still plenty of t-shirts ($20) available, raising funds for the Marine Corps Birthday
Ball, from our active duty brothers and sisters at NORAD/NORTHCOM. We also still have 243rd Birthday
Ball Long Sleeve t’s ($25) and sweatshirts ($35) available as well.
Semper Fi,
Russ

Toys for Tots Coordinator Russ Miller
We had a great deal of support from our members and the community this 2018 campaign at Toys for
Tots, and I wish to give my deepest heartfelt thanks to all the hard-working elves. Each year gets a little
smoother. Reports are still being tabulated for each of the counties that the Pikes Peak Detachment
serves but, so far, I can report that we delivered and retrieved over 450 donation boxes to more than 200
locations in 7 counties.
I am still waiting on final numbers from a couple outlying counties in Southern CO, but so far, I can report
that we successfully distributed toys to well over 16,000 children through 60 different organizations
(schools, churches, government, and non-profit). Well done everyone!!
Each year we rely on the benevolence of area building owners to donate space for us to operate our
campaign from. This year we were very blessed to receive that assistance through Chad Vlasak of the
Vlasak Group and the Olive Group. We are so very grateful for their generosity and assistance with the
2018 Campaign.
Watch for more information to be published via email and website later in the month of January regarding
the upcoming load-out date, when we will be packing everything away in the semi until 1 October 2019
when we will hit the ground running once again. Semper Fi,
Russ

Pikes Peak Detachment

January 2019

Newsletter Editor: Terry Crum

4

Karnivorous Kanines Pound Keeper Terry Crum
A loud woof woof to all whom read these words as we ring in the new year. The next Growl of the
Karnivorous Kanines will take place shortly after the Detachment January meeting. The last two years
has had the Karnivorous Kanines enjoying a Growl at a local restaurant. Last year a Growl took place at
the Black Eyed Pea restaurant. I would like to discuss the Growl doing a meal at a local establishment in
April. This could be a fun way to have the Spring Growl. If you have any suggestions, they are most
welcome. I plan to have at least one.
There appears to be concern that the M.O.D.D. does not have a special mission. Well I am happy to
remind all that an important mission of the M.O.D.D. is to support children’s hospitals across the country.
It is easy to forget that those fines collected during a Growl are for a very worthy cause. What might
appear as pure buffoonery to the outsider is actually a noble endeavor, ok is it a lot of fun also. Every
year a worthy children’s hospital in the city the national convention is held is the beneficiary of the fines
collected for the year. The M.O.D.D. donated $40,000 to the Children’s Hospital of Buffalo Foundation in
Buffalo N.Y. during the 2018 national convention. So be proud dogs, your time is well spent.
Lastly do be ever on the watchful alert for potential new pups for our fine and noble Pound. To all
members of the Pikes Peak Detachment that are reading this article, please consider joining us. The
Growls are a wonderful way to kick back and relax with dogs of many degrees of breeding. Being a
member in good standing in the MCL for at least one year is all that is required. Be like our newest Pup,
Ron Asmussen, and join the military Order of the Devil Dogs!
From the depths of the heart of this mutt, wishing all a happy and prosperous 2019. Always try to
remember where you buried your bones.
Woof, Woof, DD Terry

Pedigree Devil Dog Russ Miller

Welcome aboard Pup Ron Asmussen

15 December 2019 Pikes Peak Detachment Monthly Meeting Minutes
Commandant Paul Hinojosa opened the 15 December meeting of the Marine Corps League Pikes Peak
Detachment for official business at the VFW #4051 Post at 0900 with Salute to Colors and opening
prayer. All officers were present except for the Paymaster Peggy Baldwin (excused). Recognition of
Dignitaries: JVC RMD Commandant Russ Miller. No guests were present at the meeting.
A motion to accept the Nov.17, 2018 monthly meeting minutes as they were posted in the Dec. newsletter
was made by Roger Baty and seconded by Osa Tuck. The motion carried.
Correspondences; None
Report of Paymaster; Peggy Baldwin
Payroll report is available.
If you joined the league within the past year and have not received your membership pin, come see me.
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress. See Chaplain notes
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Report of Officers
Commandant; Paul Hinojosa
1. Christmas Party @ the Baty’s: Sunday, Dec. 16th @ 1:00 PM. Asking everyone to bring appetizer
or dessert and a wrapped gift for take away gifts
2. Pikes Peak Young Marines: Have invited us to their Christmas Party on Dec 15 @ 3275 Akers
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80922. It’s the El Paso Public Works building. Bring yourselves and
your smiles. 11am, includes lunch
Sr. Vice/ Web Sgt.; Terry Crum. NSTR
Jr. Vice; Pat Carty. NSTR
Adjutant; Carmella Miller. NSTR
Judge Advocate; Gary George. NSTR
Jr. Past Commandant - Quartermaster; Russ Miller. NSTR
Chaplain; Jamie Rogers. Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress
1. Very sad to inform you all that one of our newest members, Army CWO3 Sammy “David” Picazo,
(MSgt. USMC, ret), passed away recently. He had been in the hospital to have a mass removed
from his colon on the 24th of Nov. and went back in for an intestinal blockage but was on the
mend and looking forward to getting much more involved with the League as soon as he healed
up fully. He was still waiting for the biopsy results on the mass, but said the doctors sounded very
optimistic that everything would be ok. David had developed further complications from the two
surgeries and became septic. His health had declined very rapidly over the next couple days and
nothing the doctors tried seemed to make any difference.
Funeral: Wed Dec 19th, 2pm at Army Soldier Memorial Chapel
2. Paul Reifke’s father-in-law, CPO Paul Chestnut, USN (ret), also passed this last week.
Sgt-at-Arms; Osa Tuck. NSTR
Toys for Tots: Russ Miller
16,000 children registered, approximately 2,000 in southern CO.
Need help Mon & Tues to pick up from local drop off sites as well as delivery to 33 different agencies that
will distribute to registered families.
Also, on Mon we are expecting a semi-truck delivery, need help to unload, sort and pull toys for the above
deliveries.
MODD; DD Terry Crum
Growl taking place after today’s meet. Open to members 1+ year or more.
Report of Standing Committees; NSTR
Report of Special Committees; NSTR
Unfinished Business; and New Business; NSTR

Pikes Peak Detachment Awards ceremony for 2018
You will notice that several of our Elected, Appointed, and Associate members have been recognized and
may have received several different awards “for going above & beyond the call of duty”
Note; All awards & monies being presented at today’s “Awards Ceremonies” were approved and voted on
by our Elected & Appointed officers on November 27, 2018.
Certificate of Appreciation
Is presented to the Hankins Family for their dedication towards the Marine Corps League Pikes Peak Det.
29. The Hankins selflessly dedicated their time and efforts by driving the firetruck in events and parades
for the year 2018.
Honor Guard Award
Is presented to those Marines that have served in 5 events color guard details, Birthday Ball Cake
ceremony, rifle detail, marching squad and or performed military Honors at the funeral of a Marine, FMF
Corpsmen, or FMF Chaplains.
Joshua Acevedo (6)
Terry Crum (7)
Jamie Rogers (6)
Charles Tuck (8)
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Community Service Award
Is presented to the following members who have participated in the yearly Veterans Stand Down, Monthly
Meeting’s Operations, Funerals, Parades, Cash Sales events, supporting our Toys for Tots program. All
individuals must have participated in at least three (3) or more of these events during 2018.
Pat Carty
Pat Mesa
Cathy Schwartz
Theresa Crum
Iris Rudesill
Bert Stewart
Gary George
Roger Baty
Charles Tuck
Karen George
Patricia Thompson
Paul Reifke
Helen Hill
Terry Crum
Matthew Cassiglia
Bob Hill
Del Duvall
Vince Espinoza
Richard Inhoffer
Jamie Rogers
Donna Smith
John Kowall
Elaine Rogers
Heike Karr
Richard McGee
Mark Davis
Ron Asmussen
Russ Miller
Paul Hinojosa
Barry Farris
Doris Purdy
Larry Ehlinger
Ron Kachel
Marianne Smith
Joseph G. Martinez
Patrick Hyland
Peggy Baldwin
Carmella Miller
Marc Rinaldi
Paul Darrow
Melvin Postlewait
Arden Rivers
Terry Farstad
Steve Schwartz
Denise Wickersheim
Meritorious Commendation “Individual” Award
This award is presented to the following members for their support of the monthly WWII & Korean
Luncheon during 2018. All individuals must have participated in at least (3) or more of these events
during 2018 to earn this award.
Pat Thompson
Terry Boston
Steve Schwartz
Iris Rudesill
Melvin Postlewait
Paul Darrow
Ron Asmussen
Del Duvall
Pat Carty
Joseph G. Martinez
Pat Mesa
Russ Miller
Gary George
Bob Roper
Karen George
Pat Hyland
Meritorious Commendation “Individual” Award
This award is presented to the following members for their volunteer service at the VA Hospital in Denver
and the VA Clinic in Colorado Springs raising funds to aid hospitalized veterans during 2018. All
individuals must have participated in at least (3) or more of these events during 2018 to earn this award.
Del Duvall
Melvin Postlewait
Joseph G. Martinez
Denise Wickersheim
Ron Asmussen
Pat Mesa
Paul Darrow
Vince Espinosa
Peggy Baldwin
Russ Miller
Detachment Recruiter of the Year for 2018
Russ Miller with 5 members recruited for 2018
Distinguished Service “Bronze” Award
“Is the (2nd) second highest award that can be awarded at the Detachment Level”?
This award is presented to all Elected & Appointed Officers for their hard work, their sacrifices of time,
energy and monies in the support of this Detachment during 2018.
1. Paul Hinojosa, Commandant/ YM Liaison
2. Terry Crum, Sr. Vice Commandant/ WebSgt
3. Pat Carty, Jr. Vice Commandant
4. Gary George, Judge Advocate
5. Peggy Baldwin, Paymaster
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6.
7.
8.
9.

Osa Tuck, Sgt-at-Arms
Russ Miller, Jr. Past Commandant (2), Quartermaster
Carmella Miller, Adjutant
Jamie Rogers, Chaplain

Distinguished Service “Bronze” Award
“Is the (2nd) second highest award that can be awarded at the Detachment Level”
This award is presented to those who have made considerable contributions of time, talent, to the
furthering of the Marine Corps League and its missions.
Antonio Barrera, Sr. (T4T football game)
Joe G. Martinez (T4T and Popcorn)
Vince Espinoza (T4T)
Marianne Smith (Bowl-a-thon)
Richard Archuleta (VFW)
Gary Green (Golf Tournaments)
Distinguished Citizen “Bronze” Award
This is the highest award that can be given to a current MCL Member, Associate Member or Non-Member
of the Marine Corps League at the Detachment Level;
James “Pat” Carty, Jr. Vice Commandant; for the outstanding job he has done in helping with our
Bereavement Committee at numerous funerals and for his many hospital and home visits during 2018
and for WWII/Korean War luncheon. In addition, Pat Carty is deserving of recognition. Pat not only was
essential in planning almost every event but has participated in everything we did. He was present at
every parade, territory days, toys for tots run, and also attended 18 funeral services and always stepped
up as my replacement when needed. The total amount of work Pat has given to this organization over
the years is remarkable.
Russ Miller, Jr. Past Commandant; for his additional duties of serving as Quarter Master, Toys for Tots
Coordinator and for coordinating a group of volunteers to serve at the Colorado Springs VA Clinic.
Antonio Barrera, Sr. (T4T Football game): For his efforts in organizing the football games, charitable
games to collect Toys for Tots, Care and Share food drive, and other clothing items. Antonio Barrera and
the owner of Team Colorado paid $1,400 out pocket for the football game, plus, took the teams on the
road to help in other states as well.

Detachment Marine of the Year for 2018
This is a one-time award; the selection of our Detachment “Marine of the Year” is based upon the overall
contributions this one Marine has had on the overall success of the Detachment during 2018.
Paul Hinojosa, Commandant. Below is the letter of recommendation for Paul Hinojosa.
Marine Hinojosa has served our Detachment in many ways over the years, first with the Young Marines
and then as a detachment officer. In 2018 he was the only Detachment Commandant from outside the
state of Utah to attend the Utah Department Convention and Rocky Mountain Division Conference in St
George Utah. As our Detachment Commandant, Paul has been actively engaged in practically every
facet of our operations in so far as work and family would allow, attending parades, cash sales events,
funerals, Department staff meetings, Department conventions, 2017 National convention, among the
countless hours of behind the scenes work. It is with great honor that I nominate him for Detachment
Marine of the Year.
Very Respectfully Submitted,
Russell O. Miller
Jr. Past Commandant
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Associate of the Year for 2018
This is a (1) time award; the “Associate of the Year” is based on the contributions this Associate Member
has had on the overall success of the Detachment during 2018.
Carmella Miller, Adjutant; Carmella Miller has donated countless hours as adjutant for the Detachment,
aside from her job and raising a family, she was able to attend all detachment meetings to work as
detachments adjutant, ensuring all minutes and votes were taken for future meets and referrals.
Carmella also took on the responsibility of keeping the roster up to date with members participations.
Hours aside, Carmella has been an instrumental and active member, as well as a focus point when
questions arose about past meeting minutes. She was timely in getting minutes out after the meetings,
ensuring the minutes were accurate.
Presentation of $1000.00 Checks to
Joshua Bonifas; Pikes Peak Young Marines Detachment
In addition
Marianne Smith assisted by Commandant Paul Hinojosa, delivered & presented a $250.00 check to Care
& Share on December 3, 2018.
A check was also presented to Christmas Unlimited for $100.00 by Marianne Smith, assisted by
Commandant Paul Hinojosa on Dec. 3, 2018

Swearing in of the 2019 Detachment Officers
Asst. National Vice Cmdt Rocky Mountain Div. Russ Miller to perform the Swearing in Ceremonies.
Commandant: Steve Schwartz
Sr Vice/Web Sgt: Terry Crum
Jr Vice: Jamie Rogers
Judge Advocate: Gary George
Jr Past Cmdt: Paul Hinojosa
Adjutant: Paul Reifke
Paymaster: Peggy Baldwin
Chaplain: Vince Espinoza
Sgt at Arms: Osa Tuck
Motions by Russ miller
1. $250.00 to give to Bobby to maintain fire truck. – 2nd by Osa Tuck, All in favor?
2. Offer to fill fuel tank of the fire truck, which will cover all events for the coming year. – 2nd by Donna
Smith, All in favor?
Both motions carried.
Good of the League; NSTR
Announcements; with no additional business the 50/50 was held. A total of $130 was collected; $65 was
won by Paul Reifke who donated winnings to the general fund.
Commandant Steve Schwartz closed the meeting at 1010. The next Detachment meeting will be 19 Jan.
Semper Fidelis,
Carmella Miller
Outgoing Adjutant
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In loving memory of our brother and sister Marines. Rest in peace.

Obituary for Samuel David Picazo
Samuel David Picazo, 52, of Brownsville, TX, passed away on December 9, 2018 in Colorado Springs,
Co. He was a loving father to Maritza Illare Picazo and Paola Andrea Jimenez, beloved son of his mother,
Elvia Picazo and his father Samuel Picazo Jr. and caring brother of Richard Picazo and adoring boyfriend
of Shanna Swinney.
He joined the United States Marine Corps in 1985 and served for 25 years. He also served 8 years in the
United States Army. Dave was a member of the Pikes Peak Detachment. A local service was held at the
Fort Carson chapel for the benefit of his Army unit and friends locally. Members of the Pikes Peak Det.
bereavement team attended the service.

Obituary for James Parker "Jim" Prichard
James Parker "Jim" Prichard, age 85, passed away November 22, 2018, in Colorado Springs, Colorado
following a brief illness. Jim was born November 1, 1933, in Pampa, Texas to Sherman Parker and Carol
Virginia (Corbett) Prichard. He was raised in Texas and received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Mathematics from Texas Tech University in 1959. He lived in Oklahoma for 40 years before relocating to
Greeley, Colorado in 2002. He resided in Colorado Springs since 2014.
Jim was a United States Marine Corps veteran and worked in computing for Phillips Petroleum for 27
years in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Following his retirement from Phillips Petroleum, he became the Director
of Development for Phillips Theological Seminary in Enid, Oklahoma and was on staff for 9 years with the
Oklahoma Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Jim married Yvonne Marie Mitts on June 15, 1958 in Stratford, Texas. He was a life-long member of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and most recently a member of First Christian Church in Colorado
Springs. He was a volunteer leader with the Boy Scouts of America for many years and was recipient of
the Silver Beaver award in recognition of his service to this organization.
Jim is survived by his wife, Yvonne; son, Wesley P. (Cheryl) Prichard; daughter, Elizabeth P. (Rusty)
Robison; and five grandchildren: Matthew, Kate, Emma, William, and Benjamin. He was preceded in
death by his parents; and his sister, A. Jane Davis.
Jim is remembered for his optimism, humor, discipline, commitment, philanthropy, service to many
causes, and dedication to his family. A memorial service was held at First Christian Church Colorado
Springs. Members of the Pikes Peak Det. bereavement team attended the service.
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