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St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Downtown Colorado Springs
Saturday, 16 March 2019

16 February 2019
Breakfast at 0800 - Meeting at 0900
Cash Sales will be open

sjschwartz_98@yahoo.com
colorado.crum@gmail.com
rogersjes.jr@gmail.com
garyg4812@yahoo.com
vjespinoza6978@gmail.com
mclsemperfigal@outlook.com
preifke@msn.com
osa@divide.net
mclphinojosa@comcast.com
rcmllr@msn.com
colorado.crum@gmail.com

Details will be forthcoming as they become available. But do
wear some green and cash sales still has a few t-shirts that
proclaim “Who needs luck when you are a Marine”.

Luncheon for WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam War Veterans

This event is intended for the veterans of WWII, the Korean War and the Vietnam War. All red blooded Americans are
welcome to show support for our countries senior warriors. A guest speaker is often present to inspire and inform.
The patriotism is genuine, the company is friendly, and the food is great. The next luncheon is 12 February.

Guests at the January Det. Meeting Al Lewis (left) and Marine Eric Ruina (right).
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Commandant Steve Schwartz
February greetings to all of our fantastic Detachment members, Associate Members, FMF Corpsmen and FMF
Chaplains. I hope you’re enjoying this wonderful weather, snow and wind! We are in a quiet time as far as the
Detachment is concerned. I hope you are all able to join us at our February meeting and enjoy each other’s
company and camaraderie that no Marine ever takes for granted. Besides our meeting, the only other major event
is the Department meeting on February 23 in Salida. Several officers are planning to attend and I invite anybody
else interested to join us. Please let me know if you are so that we can make plans. I have not yet received any
updates from our initial meeting on the Marine Corps Ball - perhaps by the time of our meeting. Until then, enjoy
your month. See you soon.
Semper Fi,
Steve

Senior Vice Commandant Terry Crum
Greeting motivated Marines, outstanding FMF Corpsmen, and awesome associate members. I hope everyone is
staying warm and cozy as well as being thankful that they do not live in Minnesota. We are in a quiet time of the
year as far as the Detachment schedule is concerned, but this is a great opportunity to relax and get well rested for
the remainder of the year. There will be plenty of opportunities to volunteer your time and talents to the mission of
the Marine Corps League. I hope you will give it some prayerful thought in how you can contribute to this
worthwhile cause. As in most aspects of life, you get out of something what you put into it. Please remember that
the time you contribute is very appreciated.
A huge thanks for the following members for volunteering for the 2019 Pikes Peak Det. scholarship committee:
Denise Wickersheim, Iris Rudesill, Roger Baty, Cathy Schwartz, Vince Espinoza. I will be the committee chair for
this year. The procedure and application form can be downloaded from the Pike Peak Detachment web site
(https://www.pikespeakmcl.org). Application must be submitted by April 1, 2019. The Dept. of Colorado MCL also
has a scholarship and information for this can be found at https://mclco.org .
Semper Fi,
Terry

Paymaster Peggy Baldwin
Please make sure your contact information - address, phone number and email - is up-to-date. Now is the time to
consider becoming a life member.
If you are interested in becoming a Life Member, current Life Membership Dues Schedule is as follows:
Schedule for life membership
Age
0 - 35
36 - 50
51 - 64
65 - Over
Become a lifer! Pay this.
Amount
$500
$400
$300
$200
Semper Fi,
Peggy Baldwin

Karnivorous Kanines Pound Keeper Terry Crum
Greetings to the dogs of the Karnivorous Kanines. I trust everyone has a warm doggy sweater to help you get
through these winter days. The next Pound Growl of the Karnivorous Kanines will be held at the Black Eye Pea
restaurant 501 Garden of the Gods Rd. The informal Growl/dinner begins at 1900 April 20th. Spouses are welcome
for this event.
Last month the Karnivorous Kanines welcomed our newest pup to Pound 150: Paul Reifke. We are always ready
and willing to accept new members to the fun and honors society of the Marine Corps League.
Woof, Woof,
DD Terry

Popcorn Sales at the VA Clinic
3141 Centennial Blvd, Colorado Springs
0900-1500 every Wednesday
We have been asked if we want to add Mondays since it is the busiest day of the week. The VA staff said they get
a lot of complaints that popcorn isn’t available every weekday. I’m trying to get other organizations to come on
board to fill the other days. Some of our member have expressed an interest in both Monday and Wednesday.
Semper Fi,
Russ Miller
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19 January 2019 Pikes Peak Detachment Monthly Meeting Minutes
Commandant Steve Schwartz opened the 19 January meeting of the Marine Corps League Pikes Peak
Detachment for official business at the VFW #4051 Post at 0900 with Salute to Colors and opening prayer. All
officers were present. Recognition of Dignitaries: JVC RMD Commandant Russ Miller.
The following were guest: Marine Eric Ruina, Al Lewis (Husband of Marine Patricia Lewis), and Major Nick
Whitefield (active duty Marine). Major Whitefield was accepted as an honorary active duty member of the Det.
A motion to accept the Dec. 15, 2018 monthly meeting minutes as they were posted in the Dec. newsletter was
made by Roger Baty and seconded by Osa Tuck. The motion carried.
No correspondences was read during the meeting.
Report of Paymaster: Peggy Baldwin
Paymasters report available at the head table. Membership roster available at the head table and can be sent by
email upon request.
Report of any member or member’s family sick or in distress - See Chaplain notes
Report of Officers
Commandant: Steve Schwartz
The following is from Pikes Peak Det. staff meeting 12 Jan. 2019
1. Update on the Marine Corps Ball
2. Update on the upcoming Department meeting in Salida on February 23
3. Update on the Dept. Convention in Greeley in May and the National Convention in Billings, Montana in August.
4. Scholarship Committee: we voted to move $1000 from the General Fund to the Scholarship Fund
5. Last year we participated in the Lamar parade. We decided to not do it this year, but the Quartermaster is
considering doing cash sales in lieu of the parade
6. Discussed my plans to reach out to other Detachments; what are they doing that might be worthwhile doing in
our Detachment.
7. We discussed the importance of continued recruiting and retention. Also talked about doing a summer picnic for
families to try and get more younger members engaged.
8. Required IRS filing of the 990-N will be taken care of when the IRS site is active and open
9. Marine for Life was discussed and will be updated by Russ Miller.
10. The $5000 CD will mature in March and we decided to move $2500 to a 1-year CD and keep the remainder in a
3-month CD. Six months later we will move $2500 to another 1-year CD so that one will mature every six
months. We may also move the interest earned to the Scholarship Fund or some other Fund. No decision was
made regarding the interest.
11. We voted to donate $100 to the Department Scholarship Fund and $300 to the annual Custom Canines
Service Dog Academy
12. We voted to pay for the advance registration fees for Delegates attending the Department Convention
13. Voted to reimburse carpool drivers for meetings/events exceeding 50 miles each way.
14. We talked about getting a spare tire mount for one of our trailers.
15. Discussed, but did not decide, on donating $100 to the Marine Corps Memorial in Golden; to be decided by
Staff or at a regular Detachment meeting
16. Bills paid: PO Box, trailer registration, Monument insurance
Sr. Vice/ Web Sgt.: Terry Crum
New Detachment Schedule is available. Color guard needed for the St Patrick's Day parade.
Jr. Vice: Jamie Rogers
St. Patrick's Day parade: March 16th at 1200.
Territory Days: May 25, 26, 1000 to 1900 and 27 1000 to 1800.
Adjutant: Paul Reifke - NSTR
Judge Advocate: Gary George - NSTR
Jr. Past Commandant: Paul Hinojosa - NSTR
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Chaplain: Vince Espinoza
Andrew Rohringer was registered to attend the Pikes Peak Marine Corps Birthday Ball as a guest of Sgt. Major
McKenna, but he became too ill to attend and subsequently passed away a few weeks later. Sgt. Rohringer served
in the Marine Corps from 1963-1967, completing two tours in Vietnam and served from 1967 to 1969 in USMCR.
Service and Honors were held at 1100 on 15 Jan 2019 at the Pikes Peak National Cemetery.
Sgt-at-Arms: Osa Tuck – NSTR
Quartermaster: Russ Miller
New cash sales opportunities in 2019:
1. El Paso County Sheriff’s Dept events.
2. First and Main Summer Concert Series
3. Car show at PPIR
4. Increasing inventory to take advantage of added space in two new tents
Toys for Tots: Russ Miller
Looking for additional personnel to fill positions for 2019 campaign
o 2 Warehouse managers
o 1-2 Drop-site managers (box delivery and pick-up)
o 1 volunteer supervisor
o Grant writing assistant
• Creating Job descriptions for each new post
• New non-MCL Volunteer agreement which will include duties, responsibilities, and restrictions
• 2018 After Action Report
o Toy Totals
§ 2017 Carry-over – 2402 toys, 451 books, 3960 Stocking Stuffers
§ Foundation – 996 toys, 448 books
§ National Sponsors – 4800 toys
§ Purchased – 2506 toys
§ Collected – 17634, 887 books, 9410 Stocking Stuffers
o 27140 toys distributed to 18153 children, (16400 in CS area)
Bean counters for the foundation will be at the warehouse at 0800 on Friday, 25 Jan. We will need help to neatly repack all the tubs when they have completed that day. I am tentatively planning to load out the semi-trailer and fieldday the warehouse on Saturday, 26 Jan at 0800
MODD: DD Terry Crum: Growl following the meeting today.
ANVC RMD: Russ Miller
• Marine for Life – Liaison
o Assist with employment search for separating Marines, Spouses and dependent teens in the following
subjects: networking, job fairs, resume writing, mock job interviews.
• National Convention
Report of Standing Committees: NTSR
Report of Special Committees: Scholarship Committee.
Volunteers are needed the 2019 scholarship committee. Terry Crum has accepted leadership of the committee.
Committee members will be Denise Wickersheim, Iris Rudesill, Roger Baty, and Cathy Schwartz. Editor note: Vince
Espinoza volunteered for the committee at the end of the meeting.
Unfinished Business: None
New Business: Motion was made to donate 100.00 dollars from the detachment to help rebuild the Marine Corps
memorial Colorado fund. Motion: Russ Miller, Second: Jamie Rogers. The motion carried.
Good of the League: Arden Rivers discussed the Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville, PA.
Announcements; with no additional business the 50/50 was held. A total of $95.00 was collected; 47.50 was won
by Vince Espinosa. Vince donated $10.00 to the Det. general fund.
Commandant Steve Schwartz closed the meeting at 1005 The next Detachment meeting will be 16 Feb.
Semper Fidelis
Adjutant Paul Reifke
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Pat Hyland and Dick McGee at the Jan meeting

Comdt. Schwartz speaks to the Detachment.

Colorado Department Commandant Clem Schuette requested that the following
information be sent out to the Detachments.
1. Revolutionizing VA Health Care By Secretary Robert Wilkie. Below is a link for a recent statement from VA
Secretary Wilkie.
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/includes/viewPDF.cfm?id=5186
2. Department of Defense (DoD) Quarterly Suicide Report (QSR). Below is a link for quarterly suicide reports.
https://www.dspo.mil/Prevention/Data-Surveillance/Quarterly-Reports/
3. Interim Report - National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service
https://www.inspire2serve.gov
4. VA urges communities to recognize hospitalized veterans.
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/56073/va-urges-communities-recognize-hospitalized-veterans-national-saluteveteran-patients-week/
5. VA announces broad suicide prevention partnership
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5188
6. U.S. Department of Labor Opens Application Period for HIRE Vets Program
WASHINGTON, DC – The U.S. Department of Labor announced that as of today, January 31, 2019, the application
period is open for job creators to apply for the HIRE Vets Medallion Award. This program recognizes small
businesses, non-profit organizations, and large companies for their leadership in recruiting, employing, and
retaining America’s veterans. To apply for the award, visit HireVets.gov.
“With their proven leadership, determination, and dedication, America’s veterans strengthen our nation’s
workforce,” said U.S. Secretary of Labor Alexander Acosta. “The HIRE Vets Medallion Program recognizes job
creators who understand the value a veteran brings to any job or organization, and demonstrate a true commitment
to veteran hiring and professional development.”
The Honoring Investments in Recruiting and Employing American Military Veterans Act of 2017 (HIRE Vets Act),
signed into law by President Donald J. Trump, is the only federal-level veterans’ employment award that recognizes
a job creators’ commitment to hiring America’s veterans. The open application period marks the beginning of the
2019 HIRE Vets Medallion Program, which builds on the success of the 2018 Demonstration Program where
hundreds of job creators were recognized for their dedicated efforts to hire America’s heroes.
Applicants are evaluated based on a range of criteria including veteran hiring and retention rates, and the
availability of veteran-specific resources, leadership programs, dedicated human resources, and compensation and
tuition assistance programs. To complete the application process, job creators must verify that their company
meets the award requirements, pay the application fee, and ensure compliance with the Uniformed Services
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Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA) and the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment Act
(VEVRAA). The deadline to apply is April 30, 2019.
To sign-up to receive updates on the program or get more information, please visit https://www.hirevets.gov

Update on the Health of CO Dept. Officers
Department Senior Vice Commandant Phillip Price
Although he has again returned home today, your continued thoughts and prayers are needed for Phil as he
continues to not only deal with the recurring problem of fluid on his heart and lungs, but now he has the added
issue of cancer around his heart as well. Barring a medical miracle, the prospect of Phil going into hospice care is
unfortunately looming in the not-to-distant future. In typical Phil Price fashion, Holly shared with me yesterday that,
he continues to be his usual jovial and optimistic self. He enjoys visiting with his fellow Marines, Devil Dogs, family,
friends and is grateful for the visitors that brighten his days.
From Department Senior Vice Commandant Phil Price
Every battle has a winner...this time it's me! As you know, I have been in the thick of a fight with cancer. To me a
win-win-lose situation. If I win, God gets the glory, and I wait a little longer to see my savior, if cancer wins, God
gets the glory and I see my savior sooner. Either way it's my family and friends that loses. Win-win-lose.
Ultimately the day we die isn't our choice, but Gods. Sure, we may use smoke and mirrors to make us think we are
doing good, but we should all be about Gods business, for His glory. It's the only rewarding way of life. And I have
failed many times.
As you may or may not know, I was diagnosed with metastatic paracardiym cancer 3 months ago, and found out 3
days ago, the average life span is 3-6 months, bridge burnt. My chemo options went from 60-->0 in a heartbeat. I'm
not in pain or suffering as I wait patiently to see my savior, but my sleep time is more than my awake time. Sorry I
took so long to post, I know some of you are unaware, but I thought I would put it out there so it's no longer a
secret.
Until the end, I'll provide updates as I have strength, but I'm not on Facebook all that much anymore. Love you all
Phil
Our Chaplains, Steve and Mitzy Abeyta, forwarded information regarding a “Celebration of Life Open
House”, that will be at Phil and Holly’s (2100 Ellis St., Golden, CO) this Sunday, 10 Feb, from 1300-1800. No
one is trying to rush Phil along to his great reward. Just taking an opportunity to spend time with them and talk
trash about Phil to his face while we can rather than wishing later that we had been able to express how much we
admire his tenacity and appreciate all that he means to us all. Maybe it will give him the added spark of faith and
hope he needs to continue fighting and beat this junk.
Department Chaplain Steve Abeyta
Department Chaplain Steve Abeyta is recovering from a stroke is in physical therapy and continues on the road to
recovery.
Dana Nochtrieb
As if we haven't had enough concerns with the health of Steve Abeyta, and Phil Price I got word today that Dana
Nochtrieb, (Harry T. Ostrem Detachment) was helicoptered to Swedish Hospital in Denver with a heart condition.
Dana is stable and responding to treatment.

Let's keep these Marines in our prayers
Russ Miller

February Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance
Operation Desert Storm
24 February 1991: The I Marine Expeditionary Force and coalition forces began a ground assault on Iraqi defenses in the final
chapter of Operation Desert Storm. The 1st and 2d Marine Divisions stormed into the teeth of Iraqi defenses while heavily
armored allied forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from behind. In 100 hours, U.S. and allied forces defeated the Iraqi
Army.
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended when the cease- fire declared by President George Bush went into effect. I
Marine Expeditionary Force has a strength of more than 92,000 making Operation Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps
operation in history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in action during the Gulf War.
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