
UPCOMING LPA 

SEMINARS:  

 August 25, 2016 
Ethics: Does it Really 
Matter? 
Attorney Paul J. Hebert 

 October 20, 2016 
Jury Selection & Voir 
Dire 
Jo Ellen Livingston of 
New Orleans 

 November 17, 2016 
Medicaid Planning 
Attorney Steve Jankower 

 

UPCOMING  

EVENTS:  

 September 22, 2016 
Paralegal Week  
Social and  
Membership Drive 
Petroleum Club of  
Lafayette 

 September 19-23 
Paralegal Week 

 October 7, 2015 
Beertending at 
Downtown Alive! 
Parc Lafayette 

 December TBA 
Christmas Social 
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LAFAYETTE PARALEGAL 

ASSOCIATION , INC. 

LEGAL UPDATES 

Executive Order Number JBE 2016-57 
Emergency Suspension of Deadlines in 
Legal, Administrative and Regulatory 
Proceedings 

 Liberative prescription & peremptive 
periods suspended throughout the State 
until Friday, September 9, 2016; 

 Deadlines in legal proceedings in parishes 
affected by floods suspended to September 
9, 2016; 

 Other deadlines ended August 19, 2016, 
unless party can show inability to meet 
deadline, in which case suspended to 
September 9, 2016 

 

Legislative Session Summary 

 Discovery Responses in Louisiana 
State Court cases are now due 30 
days after they are served rather 
than 15. 

 Act No. 132 - H.B. No. 285 
Effective August 1, 2016  “The party upon whom the 
interrogatories have been served shall serve a copy of 
the answers, and objections if any, within thirty days 
after the service of the interrogatories.”       
Interrogatories to parties; procedures for use, LSA-
C.C.P. Art. 1458. 
“The party upon whom the request is served shall serve 
a written response within thirty days after service of 
the request.”  Production of documents and things; 
entry upon land; procedure, LSA-C.C.P. Art. 1462. 
“Each matter of which an admission is requested shall 
be separately set forth. The matter is admitted unless, 
within thirty days after service of the request, or 
within such shorter or longer time as the court may 
allow, the party to whom the request is directed serves 
upon the party requesting the admission a written 
answer or objection addressed to the matter, signed by 
the party or by his attorney.”   Requests for admission; 
answers and objections, LSA-C.C.P. Art. 1467. 

  

 Fax-filings can now be deemed complete 
even if Court does not transmit a receipt.  

 Act No. 109—H.B. No. 331 

 Attorney’s fees now awarded in addition to 
penalties to the prevailing party in a 
contempt of court proceeding.  

 Act No. 132—H.B. No. 285 

 Public bodies with a custodian of public 
records must make the contact information 
of the custodian easily available.  

 Act No 654—H.B. 81 

 Medical treatment for TMJ associated 
musculature and neurological conditions 
now required to be covered by health 
insurers TMJ.  

 Act No. 405—S.B. No. 476 

 Fee for notary exam raised to $100 from 
$75. 

 Act No. 438—H.B. No. 602 
(Interested in taking the notary exam but 
don’t want to pay the $100 exam fee? Apply 
for a scholarship from LPA. Contact our 
scholarship chair, Kelly Rhodes or visit our 
website at www.lpa-la.org for more details) 

 You must now stop for a school bus if you 
are driving on a two-lane road with a 
designated two-way left-turn lane.  

 Act No. 5 35—S.B. No. 379 

 Medical marijuana can now be obtained 
upon recommendation for a variety of 
debilitating medical conditions.  

 Act 96—S.B. No. 271 

 Certain provisions of jury trials deemed 
unconstitutional and repealed  

 Act No. 341—S.B. No. 154 

 Insurance commissioner allowed to appoint 
employees as ex-officio notaries.  

 Act No. 363—H.B. No. 709 

 Certain parking violations deemed 
unconstitutional and repealed.  

 Act No. 383—S.B. No. 224 

Some recent updates to Louisiana law that may be of interest to you...  

http://www.lasc.org/court_closure_orders/2016/Amended_Emergency_Suspension_of_Deadlines_in_Legal_Proceedings_JBE_2016-57.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1005311
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1005195
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1005311
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1013337
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1011465
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1011444
mailto:rhodesk@onebane.com
http://www.lpa-la.org
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1012723
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1005148
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1010585
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1011049
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1011121
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Congratulations to LPA Member and Corresponding Secretary, Michelle Domas, who 
recently earned her Certified Paralegal (CP) designation following successful 
completion of NALA’s Certified Paralegal Exam. Michelle is a paralegal at Ottinger 
Hebert. 

For more information on NALA’s Certified Paralegal Exam, visit NALA’s 
website at www.nala.org. 

For more information on applying for a scholarship from LPA to take the 
Certified Paralegal Exam or other paralegal exams, please contact Kelly Rhodes 
at rhodesk@onebane.com. 

Take a look at Michelle’s article, Networking on page 6. 

As summer winds down and we enter the time of year where things are picking up 
speed again with regard to our association, our community and a large part of our state 
have faced severe flooding. Homes and towns have been inundated with water. For 
those who managed to escape having water in our homes, we likely know someone who 
has suffered from this calamity. The aid of our neighbors to others in need has been 
inspiring. The news and social media coverage of our youth volunteering on such a large 
scale has been especially heartwarming. If you are looking for an opportunity to help 
someone who has been impacted by flooding, and you are unable to personally assist 
with the actual cleanup effort, consider bringing food to the work crew, offer to run 
errands, offer to do their laundry, or watch their children. On the other hand if you are 
cleaning up and you need help – reach out – people want to help, they just need to 
know how. 

Turning toward LPA’s regular schedule of events, in September we have our Paralegal 
Week Celebration and Social. On September 22, 2016, we will celebrate with our 
yearly social at the Petroleum Club. Kaye Pooler will be sending more information as 
the date approaches.  Also we will be beertending at Downtown Alive on Friday, 
October 7, 2016.  Volunteer now to join us in the fun!  Hopefully it will be a cool, 
crisp, fall evening! 

I also wanted to remind our members to check out our Job Bank. If you need password 
access, please get in touch with our Vice President and Membership Chairwoman, 
Heather Vice at hvice@liskow.com. If your employer has a position to post, please 
contact our Job Bank chair, Michelle Neef at michelleneef@allengooch.com. A drop in 
gas prices is never good news for our Louisiana economy and due to the protracted 
nature of the latest ongoing slump, we likely all know someone who has been negatively 
impacted with a job loss. If you are a current member of our association you have access 
to the Job Bank. Please know that we are doing our best to keep the Job Bank up to date 
and to get job availability notices posted and circulated to our membership as quickly as 
possible. 

LPA MEMBER ACHIEVES CP AND LCP DESIGNATION 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Cheryl Dubois, CP 

http://www.nala.org
mailto:rhodesk@onebane.com
mailto:hvice@liskow.com
mailto:michelleneef@allengooch.com


The Second Circuit Court of Appeal upheld a Trial Court’s decision to admit evidence of 
plaintiff’s change to her deposition testimony.  

In Williams-Ball v Brookshire Grocery Co., a slip-and-fall case, the plaintiff made changes to her 
deposition testimony regarding the substance she slipped on.  The plaintiff made this change to 
her testimony due to her being “very nervous and tense.” 

Defense counsel attempted to introduce into evidence at trial the changes to deposition testi-
mony of another client of plaintiff’s counsel’s which listed the exact reason for the change 
(“very nervous and tense”). The trial court admitted this into evidence and the Second Circuit 
held that the trial court has broad discretion to consider any evidence which bears upon the 
plaintiff’s credibility. Read the entire opinion at http://www.la2nd.org/archives/
docs/3ba493.pdf  

Stop Using Word and Switch to Excel! 

Do you use Word tables to keep track of 
information (e.g. contacts)? Maybe you have 
heard about Excel but have not wanted to try 
to figure out how to use it. Just a few minutes 
of your time familiarizing yourself with Excel 
will save you a lot of time getting around your 
forms: 

 Any time you need to organize data 
into rows and columns, do it in 
Excel. You can tab around and edit cells 
so much quicker in Excel than you could 

in a Word table; 

 Anytime you have rows of text that 
need to be repeated, do it in Excel. 
You can simply drag the corner of a group 
of cells and it will automatically copy the 
text into each following cell. 

 Any time you need to add numbers, 
do it in Excel. Excel has a  “Sum” 
feature that will automatically add 
everything in a row or column. (Also, 
Excel will add “$” or decimals for you 
automatically so you don’t have to type 
them in. 

EVIDENCE REGARDING ANOTHER CLIENT? 

SOFTWARE T IPS 
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NETWORKING BY MICHELLE DOMAS 

Networking -- it means different things to different people.  To some it means making new 
acquaintances in an effort to further business endeavors.  For others, like me, networking 
means cultivating relationships for camaraderie, for communicating ideas and experience, and 
for providing support and encouragement. 

My first legal job was with Domengeaux & Wright.  I was hired in 1987 with no prior legal 
experience.  My boss, Robert K. Tracy, hired me despite my lack of exposure to the legal 
field.  In fact, the only reason he hired me was because I was related to Vicki Andrus.  Vicki, 
my third cousin, was well-respected at Domengeaux & Wright (and still is, I might add), 
where she worked for many years as Anthony “Tony” Moroux’s legal assistant. 

Once hired, I was quickly taken under the wing of a group of incredible women.  Many of the 
women were members of the Lafayette Parish Legal Secretaries Association (LPLSA).  I 
became a member and eagerly jumped in with both feet.  As an active member, I attended 
seminars and conventions, volunteered to chair various committees, and served as an officer of 
the association. 

After the birth of my first child, I left Domengeaux & Wright.  Through the years I worked at 
many firms and met many wonderful people in the legal field, yet I missed the camaraderie I 
had experienced while employed at Domengeaux & Wright and as a member of LPLSA. 

Eight years ago, I was hired at Ottinger Hebert, LLC.  The work atmosphere reminded me of 
my years at Domengeaux & Wright.  Many of the employees have been at the firm for many, 
many years.  One co-worker just celebrated her 42nd anniversary with the firm—that speaks 
volumes for a law firm!  After bouncing around from place to place, I finally felt like I had 
landed at a great home. 

Several women at Ottinger Hebert would attend the monthly luncheon/seminars sponsored 
by the Lafayette Paralegal Association.  After settling in at the firm, I was invited to join them. 
The seminars were informative and the luncheons were always better than any lunch I ever 
packed from home!  Although not a certificated or certified paralegal, I was able to join LPA 
based on my years of experience in the legal field and my employment in the role of a 
paralegal at prior jobs. 

One year, I attended the review course for the Louisiana Certified Paralegal Exam sponsored 
by the Louisiana State Paralegal Association.  The course was a two-day event held in 
Lafayette.  Following the review course, I found myself joining a study group with Renatti 
Dupont, Emma Guidry, and Debbie Fontenot to prepare for the Louisiana Certified Paralegal 
exam.  We studied for several months and eventually we all passed the LCP exam.   

Debbie and Renatti were already Certified Paralegals, having passed the exam offered by the 
National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA), so their LCP designation was attained 
automatically after successfully passing the LCP exam.  For Emma Guidry and me, our 
studying continued because the LCP designation is dependent upon the successful completion 
of the Certified Paralegal exam.   

Emma, a more diligent student than some (like me!), quickly passed her exam.  I, however, 
was floundering in my studies, that is, until two more women joined forces to study for the 
CP exam.  Cheryl Dubois, Kelly Rhoades, and I studied and offered support to one another, 
while we labored to stay the course and meet our goal. I am proud to say that we have all 
passed the CP exam. 

Continued on next page... 

Vicki Andrus 

Robert Tracy 



...Continued from previous page 

For me, LPA is not only an organization that provides educational opportunities for its 
members, but it also serves as a conduit for personal and professional growth of its 
members.  Members are able to expand their knowledge of the legal field while developing 
connections with others to allow for the exchange of ideas and information.  LPA also challenges 
its members to strive for national certification, and the association offers an annual scholarship to 
offset expenses associated with the Certified Paralegal exam. 

Thirty years have passed since I began working in the legal field; however, the friends and 
acquaintances that I have made through the years are still a strong example of what networking is 
all about.  Whether I have a question on how to obtain documents from a government agency, I 
need a form for a pleading, or even if I just want to hang out and unwind (while venting about 
things in the legal field), I would not hesitate to contact friends that I worked with at 
Domengeaux & Wright or those that I have met more recently through LPA.  That, to me, is 
networking at its finest -- encouragement, support, and community.    

Our hearts go out to those of you impacted by the recent floods. Here are some of the local resources for flood victims 
for those still searching for assistance: 

 Lafayette Bar Association  (has a link for small grants) 

 Whitney Bank (offering low-interest loans) 

 Louisiana State Bar Association 

 Thomson Reuters 800-554-8909 extension 43356 

 See other state resources provided by Governor Edwards here 

 

RESOURCES FOR LOUISIANA FLOOD VICTIMS 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Can you identify the LPA Members in this Photograph?? 

A $5 CC’s Coffeehouse Gift Card will go to the first 
person that can identify the LPA Members in this 
photograph. Submit your entry by 5:00 p.m. on 
September 17, 2016 to Cheryl Dubois, 
cheryl@jankower.com.  

 

Congratulations to Savannah Stephan, the winner of 
the Spring 2016 “Blast From The Past”  photo. She 
was the first to correctly identify all of the members 
in the Harry Connick Sr. photograph. They were 
Savannah Stephan, President, Karen Barber, Vice-
President, Annette Allen, Secretary and Kathy 
Dempsey Stanley, Treasurer 

http://www.cajunfirst.com/news/local-news/resources-for-flood-victims
mailto:cheryl@jankower.com
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RECENT SEMINARS 
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One of our own, Sandy Pourciaux, ACP, 
Paralegal with the Onebane Law Firm, gave a 
great presentation on billing techniques and 
time management techniques. This talk 
was so helpful as it is something we all 
use nearly every day in our jobs. Thanks, 
Sandy! 

May 26 2016 
Effective Billing Techniques and Time Management 
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP, Onebane Law Firm 

July 21 2016 
Parish Notaries v. Statewide Notaries and  
Powers Afforded to the Non-Attorney Notary 
Shane Milazzo, Ph.D., iNotaryNow 

Shane Milazzo, Ph.D., founder of 
iNotaryNow, gave an informative 
talk about the office of Louisiana 
Notary and the process of becoming 
a notary public in Louisiana. 

 

Richard Mere, Attorney, gave an informative 
talk on domestic violence cases and the 
procedure for dealing with these highly 
sensitive situations.  

 

June 23, 2016 
Domestic Violence Cases:  
What Are They and How Should  We Manage Them? 
Richard Mere, Attorney 

Shane Milazzo, Ph.D. 

Richard Mere, Attorney 

Sandy Pourciaux, ACP 

http://inotarynow.com/
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September 19—23, 2016 

We are all looking forward to Paralegal Week this year! 
Don’t forget to stop by the social for a little after-work 
conversation and drinks and some extremely delicious 
food!  And don’t forget the door prizes! Here are some 
of the festivities planned: 

 September 21, 2016, 5:00 a.m. 

Don’t miss LPA’s President, Cheryl Dubois, and Vice-
President, Heather Vice, JD live on KATC’s “Good 
Morning Acadiana” bright and early! They will be 
promoting LPA, the paralegal profession and the 
upcoming LPA Social! 

 September 22, 2016, 5 p.m.—7 p.m. 

LPA Annual Social and Membership Drive 

Lafayette Petroleum Club 

Amazing food, great drinks, door prizes, good 
conversation with your coworkers and fellow LPA members, 
the chance to network with others in your profession, the 
chance to introduce the paralegal profession to someone you 
know who may be interested, a time to unwind in the midst 
of a crazy workweek...the reasons to attend are endless. And 
the best part—it’s all free!  

 

 September 23, 2016  

LSPA (Louisiana State Paralegal Association)  

Fall Seminar & Membership Drive 

Lafayette Petroleum Club 

Keep the party rolling and see what the Louisiana State 
Paralegal Association is all about! Contact Debbie Fontenot, 
LSPA President, for more information! 

CHANGE TO ATTENDEES’  COSTS FOR MEALS AT LPA SEMINARS 

The recent change in the law affecting sales taxes for nonprofits has prompted LPA to  
change the portion cost for seminar meals which  it passes on to attendees as 
follows: 
 

 Plated meals will be reduced from $15.00 to $14.75 

 Beverage only fee will be reduced from $3.00 to $2.00 

 Buffet meals will remain at $18.00 
 
As always, exact change is appreciated. 
We hope to see you at this week’s seminar on August 25! 

WELCOME NEW 

MEMBERS !  

 

 Taylor Robinson  

Lafayette’s Mayor-President, Joel Robideaux, issues the proclamation 
L to R: Michelle Domas, Joel Robideaux, Cheryl Dubois, Kaye Pooler 

mailto:debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net
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The Lafayette Paralegal Association (LPA) was organized in 1984 by a group of 

paralegals attempting to identify goals and objectives common to the paralegal  

profession. Bylaws were formulated and, in 1985, the first officers were elected and 

committees formed in order to implement the goals and objectives of the  

association.  

In 1999, LPA became a not-for-profit corporation.  

 

The number of paralegals in the workforce has more than doubled in recent years, 

and so has LPA membership. Four classifications of membership are available: 

 

Active [voting] 

Student [non-voting] 

Associate [non-voting] and 

Sustaining [sponsor, non-voting] 

 

LPA continues to pursue the goals identified by its charter members by: 

 Offering continuing education through its monthly luncheon seminars;  

 Participating in activities with other organizations in the legal community 

 Encouraging national certification 

 

Want to learn more?  

Contact our President, Cheryl Dubois, at cheryl@jankower.com  

Or visit us on the web at www.lpa-la.org 

P.O. Box 2775 
Lafayette, LA 70502-2775 

 

 

LAFAYETTE PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION ,  INC .  

THANKS TO OUR SUSTAINING MEMBERS !  

PROFESSIONALISM FIRST . . . 

WE ’RE ON THE WEB ! 

WWW .LPA-LA .ORG 

mailto:cheryl@jankower.com
http://www.lpa-la.org
http://www.lpa-la.org

