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MAY 2015

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Dave Johnson
Hi Club members! Spring has sprung and this year is flying by. We have had tours, parades, birthdays and weddings that have been very well attended with our Model A’s. We have even had a hard
luck trophy presentation to Bill Corson and Dick Potts for big problems traveling home from our Santee tour. Good thing Bill had a fire extinguisher on board! Jim Taber was the winner of the $10.00
member drawing, so it’s back to $10.00 for the lucky winner this month. April’s business meeting
was well attended again with 63 in attendance. We have a volunteer website designer, thanks to Ric
Bonnoront’s connection, that is going to help us redo our website. The designer is Chris Merrill. Paul Winchester,
Valarie Basham and I are going to be on the committee that works with Chris to bring our site into the new age, and I
look forward to revealing the new look later this year. The Orange County Pancake Breakfast was a great success
with 40 San Diego members attending and 1007 breakfasts served. The drive up was uneventful, except for the rain
later in the day which gave our cars a good wash. The weather was perfect Sunday, we all looked quite smart in our
new clothes and with our new sign. Way to go Club!! We took home more than our share of raffle prizes. Winners
were Joann Edwards, Tom Hurley, Gene Amy, Nancy Lovell, Stan & Judy Boyer, Ed Poffenberger, and the grand
lucky winners this year were Rich and JoBeth Stelzer winning four big prizes. Rich now knows how Ed Woodruff
has felt at past pancake breakfasts -- embarrassed! Be sure to read Paul Winchester’s report and see who drove up
this year. I sure love seeing all the members having fun with our Model ‘A’s and getting home safe and sound.
P.S. It seems that after this writing was turned in I learned that there will be another Hard Luck Trophy to be presented to Ray Beardsley. Ray’s motor went bang and stopped on the way home from the Pancake Breakfast so Ray
and Judy Jo traveled the rest of the way home on a flatbed tow truck.
Hope to see you all at the next members meeting May 8th .

UPCOMING EVENTS: Mark your calendar
MAY: 3 All Ford Picnic, Santee Lakes
8 Business Meeting 7 pm San Carlos Rec. Center
10 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
15-17 Idyllwild tour led by the Stelzer’s
16 Tierrasanta Parade
25 Kensington Parade
30 La Mesa Parade
JUNE: 12 Business Meeting San Carlos Rec. 7 PM
13 Lantern Crest Car Display
14 East Lake Car Display
20 Monte Vista Car Display
20 & 21 Gillespie Field Air Show
28 Arbor’s Car Display
29 Board Meeting @Valarie’s 7 pm
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CLUB MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 19805 SAN DIEGO, CA. 92159
BUSINESS MEETING HELD THE 2ND FRIDAY
OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM

San Carlos Recreation Center
6445 Lake Badin Ave.
San Diego, Ca.
(619) 527-3443
The San Diego Model A Ford Club was first founded in 1957 by a few dedicated Model A owners. Our purpose is to help preserve the Model A, which was in production by the Ford Motor Company from 1928-1931.
Ownership of a Model A is not a requirement for membership in the club. Membership dues are $30.00 per
calendar year. Membership in one of the National Clubs is mandatory (either MARC or MAFCA) and the responsibility of each member. Contact information to join a National Club is listed below:

Model A Restorers Club
6721 Merriman Road,
Garden Grove Michigan 48135
(734) 427-9050
E-mail: modelarestorers@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.modelaford.org
Dues are $40.00 per calendar year.

Model A Ford Club of America
250 S. Cypress Street
La Habra, Ca. 90631-5515
(562) 697-2712
E-mail: info@mafca.com
Website: www.mafca.com
Dues are $40.00 per calendar year.

GENERAL MEETING OF
SAN DIEGO MODEL A FORD CLUB INC.
April 10, 2015
Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Dave Johnson. He lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the opening welcome. Director’s Report - Dave told us that one of our members, Jim Kiklis, had
been in an automobile accident and was now home. Cards would be welcomed! The web design project is coming
right along. A friend of Ric Bonnorant has volunteered to help us. A committee has been formed to help with the
process. The members are Dave Johnson, Valarie Basham and Paul Winchester. A sign-up sheet was passed
around to see if some volunteers would be willing to help with the 2016 Banquet. Anyone interested is asked to call
Dave Johnson and he will add your name to the list. It was suggested by some of the Board members that those who
got their Quail Call by mail should pay $1.50 per issue in addition to their dues. Valarie Basham reported that of
the 122 members, 87 got the Quail Call by mail and 75 received it on their email. She moved that we not charge
extra for those that wanted to receive the Quail Call by mail as our dues budget could and should handle the cost.
This move was seconded, discussion was held and a vote was taken. We will not charge.
Minutes - The minutes were approved as they were written in the March Quail Call. Treasurer’s Report - Roxy
Faust read off the bills that needed to be paid and asked for permission to pay the debts. A move was made to pay
the bills, it was seconded and the motion passed. Roxy will pay the bills. Refreshments - Sherri Hughes thanked
those that brought the treats this month. We had a lovely assortment of goodies to choose from. Thank you hostesses! Ways and Means - Ed Poffenberger brought a number of raffle offerings this month. Some of those items
were a wine carrier, electronic cleaner, 40 weight oil and filler, a tire repair kit (many tried for this) and a wonderful
Julian Dutch apple pie (yum). Parades - Bud Swartwood announced the upcoming parades - Lakeside Rodeo Parade, Tierrasanta Parade, Kensington Memorial Day Parade, and the La Mesa Parade. Check the Quail Call and
your email for times and dates. We will also have five car displays - Lantern Crest Assisted Living, Eastlake Center, Monte Vista Assisted Living, the Gillespie Air Show, and lastly Arbors Assisted Living. Bud has been working
hard keeping us informed about all of ways we might enjoy going out in our autos. Tours - Paul Winchester reminded us about the Orange County Pancake Breakfast tour. There will be three departing times - 7:00 a.m. and
9:00 a.m. on Saturday with an overnight in Orange, and others will come on their own on Sunday. Rich and JoBeth
Stelzer told us about the tour they will lead - Model A Escape to Idyllwild. It will be from May 15-17. Check the
Quail Call for more information. Sounds like lots of fun! Club Apparel - Betsy Johnson has been busy filling orders for our new look. Don’t miss out. Order now. She is trying to get some ball caps made soon, so get your
money ready! Quail Call - Valarie Basham still has some more rosters for sale if you would like a second one. She
reminded us to let her know if you wanted to receive the Quail Call by email. Arlyn Bieber reminded us that if we
received the Quail Call on our computer we could get it in color! Don’t forget - living color!! Membership - Ed
Woodruff and Peggy Dalby announced that 63 members were present. They welcomed everyone. Fashions - Nayola Bieber talked about knickers. She had some samples of old linen knickers and told us about her attempt to
make a pair out of Dockers. She was able to get the buckles on eBay that go on the bottom of the pants. The pair
Nayola made turned out quite well. She felt that the upper part of the leg needed more fullness. Maybe sometime
one of us will come across a pattern. Technical - Arlyn Bieber reminded us that before we set out for a trip in our
Model A’s we need to take time to check out our cars. He has a list of items we should be aware of before we go.
The list is in the April Quail Call. Remember if you get you Quail Call by email you can print it in color!! The
Mystery Part was a distributor bushing. This bushing needs to be oiled at least once a year. Arlyn also talked about
the glass in our Model A’s. We need to check and see if it is safety glass. Look at the edges to see if plastic is in the
center. Also look for writing that may be on one of the bottom corners of the glass. For fire safety you need to have
a fuse holder attached to the starter switch housing. Do not use black tape on your wiring. If the wiring has black
tape on it or is frayed and brittle it needs to be replaced.
Membership Drawing - Jim Tabor won the drawing this month. Congratulations!
Defender - no report Joke - We don’t know how he does it, but Ric Bonnorant made us giggle
out loud again. He entertained us with a number of jokes that left us smiling!
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned in due form by Dave Johnson at 8:45.
Respectfully submitted, Judy Boyer, secretary

TOURS: Paul Winchester
The Tour for April was the 54th annual Orange County Model A Ford Club Pancake Breakfast at Hart
Park, in Orange Ca. Where there were over one hundred Model A Fords. On Saturday the 25th an
early group of three, Nayola & Arlyn Bieber, Stan & Judy Boyer and Paul & Patty Winchester left
Denny’s on Kearny Villa Rd. at 7am to be in Santa Ana by 9:30 for the Floral Park Home Tour and
Car show. There is an area of Santa Ana that has large beautiful homes built in the 20’s and 30’s that
have been kept true to their original era. We spent the day walking through the area and viewing the
homes until about 3:00pm when the rain sent us running for the cover of our cars. This was well worth getting up
early on Saturday for I would do it again. The second group left from the same location later Saturday morning at
about 9:00am lead by Ray and JudyJo Beardslee in Ray’s 1928-‘29, ’30- ’31 pickup truck.
By late afternoon the Saturday group was all at the Best Western Motel,
having cheese & crackers and lots of other goodies in Rich & Jobeth
Stelzers room. Later on we went looking for real food, some going to the
local Mexican restaurant and a large group walking a block to the Manhattan Steak and Seafood Restaurant. We filled a room with hungry
Model A’ers. The steaks were good and the baked potatoes the size of
small footballs. Bob & Jeanette Bowie brought theirs back with them,
Bob said he will donate it to Ed for Way’s and Means, so be sure to
come to the next meeting and look for the baked potato.
We toasted Ray & JudyJo Beardsley as the 25th was their 17th wedding anniversary, both true Model A’ers having
meet at a model A meeting many years before.
On to the Breakfast Sunday morning. Paul Winchester’s Model A battery was not interested in starting the car and he
needed several guys to push him a few feet to get it started.
The breakfast was good and the raffle fun for a few lucky ones.
Mileage goes to those driving their Model A’s, Ray & JudyJo Beardslee, Arlyn & Nayola Bieber, Jim & Jerriann Tabor, Reenlee Kotas & Grandson, Ray & Barbara Miller, Rich & JoBeth Stelzer, Danny Machado, Stan & Judy Boyer,
Dave & Betsy Johnson and Paul & Patty Winchester. Participation points for taking part in the event but not driving a
Model A were, Ed Woodruff & Peggy Dalby, Bob & Jeanette Bowie, Cacey Barnet, Bud & Judy Swartwood, Ed
Poffenberger & Anne DiNapoli, Walter & Roxy Faust, Dave & Kris Francis, Bill Corson, Steve & Nancy Lovell,
Gene Amy, Karen Wittkop & Bud, Joann Edwards & Family, Tom Hurley, Mark Williamson, and Gary Karr was
displaying his early 1928 chassis.
The May Tour will be to Idyllwild for an overnighter. See Rich and JoBeth for details.
—————————————————————————————————————————————Orange County Pancake Breakfast: Bill Corson’s Perspective
It has been said “ Tis better to give than receive” . From my perspective, NOT SO!
I gave a fist-full of dollars trying to win a raffle prize and got zip. Call me a sore loser if you want but, I had great
expectations of like in previous years when I always bagged at least one item.
To salt the wounds even more, several San Diego club members were on the receiving end. Gene Amy, who claims
to never win, was the recipient of two. Joann Edwards name was one of first names from our
group to be called (as I sat patiently waiting for mine). The Stelzer’s , well that’s another
story. My gut instinct told me to stay close to the winners in hope some of their luck would
rub off. My chair was next to JOBETH and with each successive win I inched a little closer.
By the time they made their fifth trip to the collection center I was nearly on her lap. Had it
not been for Rich being there who knows where I would have ended up (perhaps the E.R. ). I
desperately wanted a carburetors that was up for grabs but, it went to a member of another
club. Damn him.
As the parts drawing neared an end I psyched myself into holding out for a cash prize but,
alas, Ed Poffenberger won that one too (perhaps there will be two Julian Apple pies for next
months door prize drawing).
In hind-sight, I think we were ALL winners. You cannot put a price on camaraderie.

PARADES & Car Displays:

Bud Swartwood

The Club Parade schedule
The Lakeside Parade on Saturday, April 18th was a fun Event. We had 14 Model A’s participating. Thanks to all who made it special with your presence.
The Tierrasanta Parade is scheduled for Saturday, April 16. The parade begins at 10AM. We
will meet at Abbey’s BBQ for an 8:50 departure. Abbey’s is located at 9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, SD.
Bob Weckman will be leading, we have 10 members signed up so far . Interested?, let me know.
The Kensington Memorial Day Parade is set for May 25th. This is a 10:30 AM Parade, a fun event that makes the
early start worthwhile. Dave Johnson will be leading , we have 12 Model A’s participating . Contact me if you would
like to add your name to the list. Following will be a stop at the Atria Senior Living facility. You will enjoy their
hospitality and lunch.
The La Mesa Parade will be on Saturday, May 30th. We will meet at Coco’s in La Mesa. Coco’s is located at 5550
Lake Murray Blvd, La Mesa. At the moment we have 17 cars ready to roll for this popular Event . Sign up will be
available at the May Club meeting

Car Displays are not only fun but many provide a source of revenue for our Club
Saturday, June 13th we plan to be at the Lantern Crest Assisted Living facility in Santee. A Club donation and
lunch make this Event worth supporting. Already there are 15 Model A’s planning to join in with the Ford Thunderbird Club to make this a memorable Event. There will be ample time to add your name to participate.
Sunday, June 14th is The Eastlake Center in Chula Vista. $200.00 will be donated to our Club for supporting this
Community Event. Your support will be needed to provide the minimum number of cars. Plan to join us for this annual Club Event that is always fun.
Saturday, June 20th we will support the Monte Vista Assisted Living event. Ed Woodruff has offered to lead this
Club Event. This is the same weekend as the Gillespie Air Show. Please consider making a special effort to support
this Car Display.
Saturday & Sunday, June 20 & 21 is the Gillespie Field Air Show.
We are limited to 6 cars each day, Please check with me for availability if you are interested.
Sunday, June 28th is the car display at the Arbors Assisted Living.
Arlyn & Nayola Bieber will be leading this car display.

PARADES ARE WELL KNOWN FOR THEIR HURRY UP TO WAIT STATUS!

TECHNICAL TALK: Arlyn Bieber

FINER THAN A HUMAN HAIR

Above: One of the 175 tests made to insure accuracy and
perfect balance of the Model A crankshaft.
It is difficult for the average person to understand how small a measurement even one thousandth of an inch is, and
so the fact that many parts of the Ford car are held to within one ten thousandth of an inch is best grasped by a comparison with some familiar object noted for its fineness—a human hair for example. A human hair is approximately
three thousandths of an inch thick, so some Ford parts are held to measurements thirty times finer than a human hair.
Ford and his engineers were very much aware of the importance of balance and close tolerances in the Model A engine. Come to the May meeting and see how we duplicate Ford’s specifications when building an engine today.
Left: Lining up connecting
rod in service station.

Below: Weighing Pistons.
Below: Specially
designed machine
that assures perfect matching of
pistons within 2
grams or 1 /14 of
an ounce.

Right: Ford service
mechanics also use
precision
instruments.

ERA FASHIONS 1928-1931: Nayola Bieber

How to Wear Those Hatpins
By Sherry Wink from the Northwest Missouri club
I’ve often seen those beautiful hat pins from our era with the double ends. One of my favorites is the
double ended type. They are commonly called a “Jabot” pin (pronounced jah-Bow). A Jabot is a kind
of ruffle worn on the bosom of a man's shirt or woman's blouse and the jabot pin was originally designed to hold the jabot onto the shirt. It has a central pin with a decorative ornament at one end, and a screw on end
on the other. This type of pin came into use around the turn of the century, but by Model A days were very commonly used on hats, as well as lapels, shoulders, and even handbags. I always have a tendency to wear mine on the
side of a cloche hat, but that seems to have been the lesser preferred position according to the catalogs I have recently
been viewing. Here are a few examples from the 1928 Robert Simpson Catalog and current findings from various
auctions sites on line. . .

Hatpins will be the Fashion subject at the May meeting. There will be a display of hatpins for you to view.
Please bring your vintage hatpin(s), on or off of a hat, to the May meeting to add to the display.

Brands We Still Know!
1931 was the year Freon
was introduced as a refrigerant. Previously refrigerators had depended
on ammonia and methyl
chloride and sulfur dioxide which proved fatal in
several accidents.
Frigidaire actually came
into existence as a company to make refrigerators in 1918.

Swift & Company has been incorporated since 1875, and
still produces quality meat products today. That might be
a Swift ham you ate at
this past Easter!
At the height of it’s production, Swift & Company also made items
such as soap, glue and
fertilizer to use the by
products of his slaughter house. The founder
Gustavus Swift was
fond of proclaiming that
they used “everything
but the squeal”!

MODEL A MYSTERY PART:
Here is a part used on the Model A. Can you identify the part?? For
“bragging rights” send an email to anbieb@san.rr.com with your answer.
Your answer may be Ford’s part number, part name or an accurate description. In other words descriptions such as that thingamajig on the back of
the car probably won’t win. Good luck! The names of those who correctly identify the part will be placed in a box for a drawing at the APRIL
10TH meeting.
Remember you must also attend the MAY meeting to receive the $10
award.

TECH. QUESTION:
Will the Model “B” carburetor fit the Model “A” manifold and will it help the Model A
engine performance?

ANSWER:

Yes, the “B” carburetor will bolt up to the “A”
manifold without any alterations. The throat of the “B” is larger than the
“A” so, to get full benefit of the larger “B”, the intake manifold must be bored
out to match the “B” throat. This means removing the manifolds and having a
machine shop bore out the throat of the intake manifold.
To learn more about the advantages of the “B” carburetor
come to the May 8th meeting.

MY QUEST FOR A "B"
Roving Reporter Bill Corson
Interesting how a little sought-after item can turn into an all out effort to locate one. I had never considered changing
from a Tillotson carborator, that had given me acceptable performance, until a passing remark made by Dick Potts
about how well his pickup truck ran after installing a Zenith "B". My interest was mildly kindled and while on the
club tour in March, Bob Bowie informed me of a former member in the area who rebuilt and sold them. Upon contacting him I discovered he was no longer doing that. It was only a day or so later that Arlyn posted a group e-mail
message regarding a "B" for sale on Fordbarn, I confess to never having been on that website.( shame on me), but I
navigated through it and to my surprise it was still for sale and the seller resides just about 30 miles from my digs in
Pennsylvania where I had planned on going, but was first committed to a family function in the wet region of Washington State, (where residents don't grow old, they just rust).
My destination is so far into the Cascades moss grows on the north side of people, and on the way you pass through
a Burg with the unlikely name of Startup. I used to surmise it meant the beginning of a new community, or perhaps
that is where you start-up the mountain. Alas: I discovered it was named for the founding father George Startup.
(dumb me). Back to the "B", After striking a deal with the seller I had intended to pick it up while on my annual
pilgrimage to the east coast but decided to have it shipped in time to have it rebuilt, if necessary, and installed on my
coupe. As promised, I plan on going to see what else the seller has I cannot live another day without when I get
there. He said I would not be disappointed. Finally: Timing could not have been better. To add to my recent woe's,
after the March tour fiasco the gas shutoff valve malfunctioned, leaking gasoline into the carborator that was also
dripping enough to create a fire danger in my garage. While attempting to drain fuel the bottom drain plug threads
were so worn I could not get the plug to seal up. As luck goes, you might say I am riding the crest of a slump.
I am looking forward to future improved performance with the "B" carborator..

Curse of the hard luck trophy
( As if the reason for getting it is not curse enough)
When I became the very 1st recipient of our current trophy in March, 2004 I placed it
upon our dining room table, not realizing there was a check from a major firm laying under it.
After moving the trophy to adorn the work bench in our garage we could not locate the check .
Thinking it was inadvertently thrown away we went through a mountain of paperwork to have it
re-issued. It was only after picking up the masterpiece for return to the club that the check fell
off the bottom.
After receiving the trophy this time, while unloading it from my vehicle I left the side garage door open for a
short period of time, and upon returning to close it, to my surprise a snake was about to take up residence inside
where it was warm. Since it was dark outside I could not see what kind it was but, PETA be damned, I would not let
it in.
Hopefully Dick Potts will have better luck when I pass along the coveted object of splendor to him.
(This is our 2nd trophy. The previous one had become so full of artifacts the club had to create another. I can see a 3rd
one in the not too distant future).
Bill, (if it was not for bad luck, I would have no luck at all), Corson

Gene Amy, has some of the best stories. If you don’t know Gene take the time to chat with him next time you see
him. Here is a little diddy he sent in:

In June 1948, an Oklahoma City salesman named NEVER FAILED filed for bankruptcy.
(Gosh, I wasn't even born yet!!)

Editor’s note: now Gene, that’s a stretch...

MEMBERSHIP DRAWING:
Jim Taber was the winner last month
Jerrianne wasn’t there to get her half
of the money sure hope he shared when
he got home……

Refreshments: Shari H. & Joan D.

$10

YOU COULD BE NEXT MONTHS WINNER!

HARDLUCK TROPHY
Bet you thought the hard luck trophy had been lost,
retired, or gone missing, nope just on a vacation apparently. We haven’t seen it in a while but since
Bill Corson didn’t keep his story of whoa to himself
(he even had it published in last months newsletter).
We just had to bring the trophy out and pass it on. As
you can see from Bill’s article in this issue, he is no
stranger to the housing this
lovely award. It won’t be
staying long because Dick
Potts was thrown under the
bus too. It was good to see
both vehicle back on the road
at the Lakeside parade.
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This months goodies will be provided
by:
Joe Valentino
Kris Francis
Judy Swartwood
Dalene Jensen
Steve Lovell

MAY
BIRTHDAY
8 Avalee Webb
11 Joan Minnick
12 Roger Phillips
17 Fred Dacy
Jennifer Rothstein
18 Kim Synder
19 Jack Rabell
Carmen Graham
20 Ron Polk
21 Carol Weckman
23 Thomas Lazar
27 Janine Lowe
30 Mary Sproat Hmielvskie

THANK YOU
TO ALL
WHO
HAVE
SERVED

May Anniversaries
Terry & Carol Thrush May 16, 1976
David & Betsy Johnson May 23, 1987
Dave & Sherill Kelsen May 20, 1989
Richard & Debbie Keele May 24, 1997

Quality

Day 760-789-8296
14755 Mussey Grade Rd
Evenings 619-461-1001
Ramona, Ca. 92065
E-mail lamesla@yahoo.com
——————————————
Complete Rebuilding of: Engine, Transmission,
Clutch, Rear end, Front End, Steering Box & Brakes.
Other Services: Wheel Balancing, Counter Balanced Crank Shafts, Engine Babbitting, Lightened
Fly-wheels, V8 Clutches, Leakless Water Pumps,
Carburetors, Distributors, Generators, Starters and
more.
CALL FOR COMPLETE LIST OF SERVICES!

Dealership

Model A Ford Service & Repair
Proudly using KR Wilson Tools for

Bill Hansen’s

For all the diapers
that you changed.
For all the play dates
you arranged.
For all the trips
back and forth to school
for cleaning all the spit up
and the drool.
Why is there only
one Mother's Day.
You could have at least gotten
the ENTIRE month of May.
Happy Mother's Day Mom!

1928

1931

San Diego Model A Ford Club
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San Diego, Ca. 92159
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