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We’re quickly coming to the end of Term 1, and 

it’s been a fun and busy time with lots of new 

children here at preschool. We’ve really enjoyed 

getting to know them and their families, as well as 

welcoming back our friends from last year.  

We had a lot of excitement with our Teddy Bear’s 

Picnic early in the term where we raised $161 for 

the Children’s Hospital at Westmead. The children 

especially loved bringing their teddy bears and 

other soft toys to preschool. 

Next we had our Harmony and Cultural 

celebration day activities, where we learned about 

the cultural backgrounds of some of our families 

and sampled lots of yummy food.  

We visited the church in week 7 to hear the Easter 

story, had Mitch from Kaleidoscope Science visit, 

made our bodies stronger at Munch & Move in the 

hall, and this term for the first time we have had 

Xiaoxi from the Jacaranda room teaching us 

Mandarin! The children are having fun using their 

new language skills with each other. 

This week we have our Preschool Games to 

coincide with the Commonwealth Games 

commencing in Queensland. It was a new 

experience for the children to go outside the 

preschool gates for this type of activity, and they 

seemed to really enjoy it!  

Thank you to all our volunteers over this term –

helping with activities, covering books, and 

sharing skills and experiences with the classes.  

We also really appreciate everyone’s involvement 

at preschool! Whether it’s having a chat with 

other parents at drop off or attending preschool 

activities, it all helps to develop a community and 

gives the children a sense of belonging.  

We had our first welcome morning tea earlier this 

term, and with lots of new families still joining us, 

we’ll do this again next term. Let me know if 

you’re interested in helping with this! 

 

 

Games at the Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Learning Mandarin with Xiaoxi 

Easter church visit 

Trinity College boys doing “Service Week” at preschool 

One of our preschool hens! 
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 Frangipani 3-day class 

Friendships are starting to develop as the 

children discover who has similar interests to 

them. All the children have enjoyed 

participating in the PALS programme, 

especially interacting with the puppets Jack, 

Anna and Kate. The programme has allowed 

them to identify and practise using eye contact 

when talking, sharing, turn taking, asking for 

help and identifying different emotions. It has 

been exciting to see the children begin to 

transfer this knowledge into the classroom and 

everyday situations.  

The children have been interested in dramatic 

play, cooking and dressing up in the home 

corner. This lead to play about Doctors and 

talking about our bodies. The children enjoyed 

working together to make life size tracings of 

themselves and creating x-rays of their hands. 

The children practised their turn taking and 

waiting skills as we cooked pancakes, cheese 

muffin, made teddy bear fairy bread, playdough 

and ANZAC biscuits. Measuring stirring and 

pouring was fun as was eating what we made 

together. The Frangipani children are great 

cooks! 

Frangipani 2-day class 

This is the very first term for most of the Frangipani’s 

children. We have been concentrating on building 

new friendship, getting familiar with daily routines and 

class rules. The children have been learning very 

important social skills: turn taking, negotiation, 

working in co-operation and play collaboratively. 

This term the Frangipanis have organised the 

Cooking Club. It runs every Tuesday and the children 

get an opportunity to make a variety of recipes that 

are easy and quick. The cooking experiences are 

amazing for learning mathematics, social skills, fine 

motor skills and of course trying new food! 

Music has been very popular, the children have been 

learning about musical instruments, new songs as 

well as musical concepts (rhythm and tempo). 

We have also started doing PALS program, which 

helps the children to learn social skills together with 

the puppets. We encourage parents to revisit together 

with the children what they have learnt during those 

sessions.  

Class Updates 
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Lilli Pilli 3-day class 

Throughout this term the children engaged in a 
variety of group experiences with focus on learning 
how to look after and treat animals, as well as the 
natural environment, with respect. From these 
experiences, the children became interested in 
learning about the chicken’s diet and were looking 
forward to feeding the chickens. The pictures 
demonstrate the children learning about: 
1. A healthy balanced diet  
2. The responsibilities of looking after pets (the 
preschool pet chickens) 
3. The life cycle of plants by planting and watching 
watercress grow on our windowsill 
4. Gardening (planting sunflowers which is a rich 
food for chickens)  

Lilli Pilli 2-day class 

Our new 3-year-olds have settled well into 

preschool! They have been sharing their knowledge 

on marine life with teachers and friends while 

engaged in playdough and imaginative play with sea 

creatures, and reading books related to the topic. 

They are curious to learn more about sea animals 

as they ask their educators to help them identify the 

ones which are not familiar. 

We have also noticed the children’s interest in 

grouping the animals into ‘families’ (mum, dad, baby 

whales, for example). We will extend the children’s 

interest in sea creatures by providing crafts and 

group discussions/experiences about this topic 

throughout the following weeks. 
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Jacaranda 3-day class 

The Jacaranda class has had an interest in 
dinosaurs. We used this interest to explore lots of 
mathematical concepts such as size, length, 
measurement 

One day we drew around our own feet to find out 

how long our feet are. Then we lay our footprints 

on the dinosaur footprints to see how many 

children’s footprints it took to get the same length 

as the dinosaur footprints. 

We found out it took 8 children’s footprints to make 

the length of an Apatosaurus foot print (the largest 

dinosaur footprint ever found) and 5 children’s 

footprints to make the length of a Tyrannosaurs 

Rex’s footprint. It only takes one child’s footprint to 

make a Velociraptor footprint. 

 

 

 

 

Jacaranda 2-day class 

Our Thursday/Friday class have really been 
enjoying our Mandarin lessons with Xiaoxi. This 
combined with our Harmony Day celebration has 
sparked an interest in the world and all the 
countries in it.  

One day the teachers put out a globe and showed 
the children all the countries that are in our world. 
We talked about where our families have come 
from to live in Australia. There are a lot of countries 
in the world! The children picked a country that 
they wanted to draw onto our large world map. We 
soon had a big picture of the world covered with 
many countries that the children had drawn and we 
were able to have conversations about diversity, 
culture as well as distance and geography.  
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Reminders: 

ILLNESS 

• Children who are unwell should not come to 
preschool. Children who have vomited or 
have had diaohhrea are not permitted to 
attend until 24 hours since the last episode. 

• If your child has a fever they should be kept 
home. 

• Please see our Infectious Disease Policy, 
available in all classrooms and see here for 
further information: 
http://www.imagineeducation.com.au/files/G
apTraining/Staying_Healthy_5th_Edition.pdf 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

• The children love to celebrate their birthdays 
at preschool! You are very welcome to bring 
cupcakes or something similar if you wish.  

• Please ensure the cake you provide does 
not contain nuts  

• No party bags or gifts should be handed out. 
 

 

 

 

Please “like” our Facebook page – St John’s 

Preschool Ashfield for more regular updates of our 

days. 

 

 

 

Feedback 

At St John’s Preschool we are always trying to 

improve our process and performance and would 

value any feedback that you have.  There is a 

letterbox in the foyer for any comments, or 

alternatively please speak with any of the staff at St 

John’s Preschool 

 

Vacancies 

We currently have places available for 4 year olds to 

join us at preschool. Please let your friends, 

neighbours, or strangers in the street know about 

us! We would love to have a few more  

Our 3 year old classes are almost full, but we will 

accept waiting list forms.  

 

Dates  

A full calendar will come home early next term, but 

here are some important Term 2 Dates:  

• Friday 13/04 - Last day of Term 1 

• Monday 30/04 - First day of Term 2 

• Monday 7/05 - Chicken hatching program  

• Tuesday 8/05 - STEPS vision screening (for 4 year 

olds) visit 1 of 2 

• Tuesday 8/05 - Mother's Day Afternoon Tea 

 • Thursday 10/05 - STEPS vision screening (for 4 

year olds) visit 2 of 2 

• Thursday 10/05 - Mother's Day Afternoon Tea 

• Saturday 12/05 – Preschool Working Bee 

• Week Parent Teacher Interviews Mon-Fri  

 

Storypark 

We are continuing to use Storypark to share the 

children’s daily activities with families. There is now 

a Storypark App (“Storypark Families”) that makes it 

a lot easier to view and comment on stories.  

This website is a secure website and can only be 

accessed through a login.  If you have any questions 

or concerns, please speak with your classroom 

educators. 

http://www.imagineeducation.com.au/files/GapTraining/Staying_Healthy_5th_Edition.pdf
http://www.imagineeducation.com.au/files/GapTraining/Staying_Healthy_5th_Edition.pdf

