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Greetings Sisters in Christ! 

It was wonderful to see everyone at our January Local Unit 

Officers’ training.  We were warmly welcomed by Unit Presi-
dent Carmen Pelton and the ladies of North Naples.  It is 

with great sadness that we heard of the passing of Stella 

Murdoch on January 26th,  (just three days later) who was very ac-

tive in their Unit and a member of our District Team.  President 

Shelley and her husband attended the memorial for her and said 

Stella’s dedication to United Methodist Women was inspiring to all 
who knew her.  Read the tribute she wrote on page 2.  It makes 

me think of a quote I once heard “A heart is not judged by how 
much you love, but by how much you are loved by others.”  Stella 
was loved by others and I know we will all miss her. 
 

This issue of the Sojourner highlights some of our District Team 

members.  Some you know and some you may not know.  As your 

new Vice President, I look forward to getting to know you more and 

want you to feel free to contact me with any questions you may 

have.  See you all in March at our Spiritual Growth Event on the 

12th in Sarasota! 

Blessings, 

Mary  

Vice President 
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My Stella  

  

You k o  i  our usy li es, e ha e people o e a d go, frie dships 
o e a d fade a d the  there are those people ho o e i to your 

li es a d you strike up a frie dship ith the  a d it feels like you ha e 
k o  the  all your life. That as y Stella.  My Stella  you say?  Yes 
– a d I et you’re sayi g to yourself, o, she as My Stella.   Truth is, 
she as E ery ody’s Stella!   I a ’t really tell you he  I e a e 
frie ds ith Stella.  We just ere, a d it see ed like e had ee  for-
e er.  We spoke regularly, o  the pho e, y e- ail or y s ail ail.  
But e e er let u h i e pass ithout so e for  of o u i a-
io . 
  

Stella e t to her hea e ly ho e o  Ja uary 6, 6.  I alo g ith 
her a y, a y frie ds ere sho ked to say the least.  Stella as al-

ays so joyful, so full of life a d a help to a yo e ho eeded it.  Stel-
la as ir  i  her de isio s, ut al ays o eyi g her thoughts i  a 
lo i g a d ki d ay – a d al ays shari g her lo e ith her ho e ade 
s o es!  She e e  ade e s o es a d rought the  ith her to A -

ual Chur h Co fere e i  Dayto a last Ju e!  What a i e treat to 
ha e o  the dri e ho e!  I ill re e er Stella i  so a y ays a d 
for so a y reaso s. 
  

Her ele raio  of life ser i e truly as a ele raio  of life!  Whe  y 
hus a d a d I alked i  to the sa tuary o  that Su day, I really do ’t 
k o  if ells or hi es ere playi g, ut I k o  I heard the ost 

eauiful sou ds e er!  I k e  the  that Stella had ade it ho e a d 
as i  hea e  e ause she as agai , shari g that lo e ith us – all of 

her a y frie ds ho had o e to her ho e o i g.  Joyous oi es 
illed the air as e liste ed to His Eye is o  the Sparro  ei g su g 
a o pa ied y the eauiful sou ds of a tru pet.  We joi ed togeth-
er i  si gi g, A azi g Gra e,  What a Frie d We Ha e i  Jesus  a d 
I  the Garde .   We sa , o  that day a litle sli e of hea e  ith Stel-

la looki g do  o  ea h of us ith s o es i  ha d!  

  

So, yes! She as My Stella,  ut o  that day I k e  she truly as 
E ery ody’s Stella.  

  

  

Su ited y:  Shelley Da idso  

Stella Murdoch 
joined Jesus in Heaven on 

January 26, 2016. She 

was born on January 8, 

1939 to her parents, Ed-

win and Catherine Collins. 

Stella married Joe on May 

16, 1958. She will be 

forever remembered for 

her love and contributions 

to North Naples Church. 

She is survived by her 

husband, Joe Murdoch, 

and their sons Ron Mur-

doch of Saint Cloud and 

Randy (and Louisa) Mur-

doch of Hackensack, NJ; 

grandchildren Tyler Mur-

doch and Kate Murdoch. 

Stella is survived by her 

sisters Ida Smith and Lilli-

an Summerfield of Ruth-

ven, Ontario. Stella was 

predeceased by her par-

ents and her siblings: 

Charles Collins, Florence 

Gibbs, John Collins, Edna 

Murchison, and Anna 

Mae Starrett.  
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Shelley Davidson is currently District Presi-
dent for the South West District.  She has 
been District President for the past two years.  
She began her District involvement as Com-
munication’s Coordinator and then moved up 
to serve as Vice President for four years.   
 
Shelley has attended First United Methodist 
Church of Clewiston for the past 33 years.  
She has served as her unit’s President, Vice 
President and Communication’s Coordinator 
and again serves as their Unit President. 
 
The Florida Conference is comprised of nine 
districts.  The South West District is the larg-
est geographical district in the Conference.  It 
is extends as far north as Sarasota, south to 
Marco Island, and east to Clewiston.  It con-
tains 33 active units. 
 
Shelley has worked for the past 15 years for 
Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative of Florida 
where she currently is the Administrative As-
sistant for the Vice President of Public Affairs 
& Communications.  She is married to her 
husband Wayne of 30 years.  Together they 
have one daughter Jennifer, son in law, Scott 
and three grandsons, Landon (6), Bentley (4) 
and Austin (2).     

Mary Van Tol  was recently elected the Vice 

President and Communications Coordinator 

for the South West District.  She served on the 

Nominations Committee in 2013 and was 

Communications Coordinator in 2015.  She 

has recently used her technical skills to set up 

a website for our District  which allows mem-

bers to access current information for their 

Units.   

Mary has been a member of Cape Coral First 

United Methodist Church since 2008. and 

serves on the church finance committee.  She 

has served as UMW Circle Co-Leader, Treasur-

er, Vice President, and President of her Unit.  

She is currently serving as Social Action Coor-

dinator.   

Originally from New Jersey, she lived in Bristol, 

Vermont for 31 years.  She has been married 

to her husband Doug for 46 years and  has 

two sons, Doug, Jr.  living in Rhode Island and 

Eric and his wife Claire living in Maryland.  

Mary retired from Goodrich Aerospace in 

2007 as an engineering technician after 23 

years.  In her spare time she enjoys traveling, 

genealogy and digital scrapbooking.   
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Diane Killmaier,  one of our members serving 

on the Committee of Nominations Class of 

2018, said this is her first experience with 

UMW.  After retiring from the nursing profes-

sion she arrived in Florida in 2012, following 

her brother who came two years earlier. After 

locating Sebring Spring Lake United Methodist 

Church she was introduced to United Method-

ist Women.   

Marti Daltry is currently serving as our Educa-

tion and Interpretation Coordinator.  She has 

been a member of Cape Coral First UMC since 

1981.  She has been involved with two Circles 

(New Life and Susanna) and since her retire-

ment in August 2011, she has served as Social 

Action Coordinator and Spiritual Growth Coordi-

nator, a position she continues to hold for the 

second year.  

She is an active church volunteer; as part of 

the Sanctuary Saints, one of the weekly team 

of Counters that count and record the Sunday 

collection, creates the monthly library display 

window at church and calligraphs posters and 

certificates for the church.  Marti is also a 

member of two of Cape Coral First small life 

groups—Sisters and Splitpeas. 

Originally a Pennsylvania native from the Po-

cono Mountains but Marti has been a full time 

resident of Florida since 1970. Upon her mar-

riage in 1976, she moved to Fort Myers, Flori-

da and has lived there ever since. She has 

been married to her husband Wayne for 40 

years this March, has two adult children; son 

Wyatt and daughter Tara and will have two 

step-grandchildren when Tara marries this 

September 24, 2016. 

 “After attending several meet-
ings I decided I wanted to be a 

part of the South West District.  I 

was fortunate enough to be ap-

pointed to Committee on Nomina-

tions and have been learning and 

experiencing the "awesome" 

South West District.”  I am still 
learning, meeting new people, 

understanding how things work, 

traveling and growing as a UMW. 

I wouldn't trade this experience 

for anything.” 

  ~ Diane Killmaier 

We welcome her enthusiasm and look forward 

to her contributions as part of the District 

Team! 
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Sandy Segur, Secretary Program Resources was raised a Methodist in Hunterdon County, New Jer-

sey and was married for thirty years and had two children.  Her husband passed at age 51 in 2000, 

and her son passed eight years ago at the age of 27.  Her daughter, her husband and two children  

live on the family farm in Stockton, New Jersey.  She met her husband, Tom, in 2002 and was mar-

ried in 2004.  Retirement and the cold weather, brought them to Wilmington, NC, in 2008 where 

Tom’s brother resides.  She attended Wrightsboro UMC in Wrightsboro, NC, for the six years  resided 
there with her now five year old Min Pin – Charlie – whom she adores.   

She was pulled to United Methodist Women through the Reading Program, which she feels is her pas-

sion and stumbled upon while searching  the United Methodist Women website.  She read from that 

listing for a couple of years before joining United Methodist Women – a group of women, she learned, 

that shared the same interest in our society as she does.  Women who want to make a difference, 

who would offer a sisterhood no matter where you lived. Since she moved every 6 years since 1989, 

this was a biggie!  During her four years with United Methodist Women she was President of her local 

unit for two years and NC Harbor District Education & Interpretation Coordinator for one year.  

After her mother moved to Florida, she and her husband came down to dog sit for three weeks. They  

bought a house, near her mom, before leaving.  After living here almost two years, she says they love 

Florida they hope to stay here for the duration.   

 

“My interests are trying to keep up with the nudges from my God 
through my church, Port Charlotte UMC, and Charlotte Harbor Trin-

ity United Methodist Women and now the SW District. What hap-

pened to Retirement?  As you are all well aware – God does not 

include “retirement” in the Word – and so we all continue to go for-

ward with the love of Christ Jesus.  What JOY we share through 

United Methodist Women. Thank you God! “   

    ~Sandy Segur 
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A Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial Kit - 2016 

 
 
 

A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 2016  
Women At Work: Economic Justice and Em-
powerment “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” 
materials offer an opportunity for United Meth-
odist Women members and friends to prepare 
and give to United Methodist Women special 
missions. The materials can be used to build a 
program or shared in worship services. Have 
materials available year-round for those who’d 
like to support United Methodist Women!  
Trilingual packet materials (English/ Korean/ 
Spanish) include introductory letter, order form, 
prayer card, poster and offering envelope.  
 
Price:  $2.00     Item Number:  k7035  
Additional Offering Envelopes:  
Price: Free       Item Number: M5047 

Annual Sampler  
2016-2017 

 

Subscribing to the sampler allows you to order five key 
resources just once a year and receive them as they be-
come available. This money-saving package includes 
five resources— all yours for $40 (a $5.50 savings), 
plus free shipping.  
 

The 2016 sampler subscription includes:  
 

2016 Spiritual Growth study on The Bible and Hu-
man Sexuality, $10.00 (Ships when ordered.) 

2016 Issue Study on Climate Justice, $10.00 (Ships 
when ordered.  

2016-2017 Program Book, $10.00 (Ships in July 
2016) 

2017 Prayer Calendar, $14.00 (Ships in December 
2016.) 

2017 Date Book, $1.50 (Ships in July 2016) 
 

Offer ends April 1, 2016! Sampler  subscr iption r e-
newal is not automatic. Please renew each year. The 
studies begin in January 2016.  
 

Price: $40.00   Item Number: K3183 
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Reminder from the Secretary’s Desk 

This note is to remind you to please send any 

changes in the officers of your unit.  These 

changes should be sent to me as soon as you 

have election of new officers.  Please include 

their name, address, phone number, cell num-

ber (if available) and their office.  If you make a 

book or booklet for your unit would you please 

send me a copy.   

Sissie Lumpkin 

Secretary, 
slump60@gmail.com 

863-228-3186 

Address: 436 W. Trinidad, Clewiston. FL 33440 
 

Article Deadline 

The Sojourner is YOUR newsletter to let 

others in the District know about your 

challenges and triumphs working to help 

those women and children in need.  

Please send me anything you wish to 

share with the District Units by the 25th of 

the month.  Your upcoming events and 

digital photos are welcome.   

Mary Van Tol 

VP/Communications Coordinator, 
mvantol@embarqmail.com 
Call: 239-571-0161 

February 13, 2016  

Mission Team Meeting for Leadership 
Team only at Clewiston First UMC  at 352 

West Arcade, Clewiston, FL  33440  

February 28, 2016  

Update your UNIT membership online: 
https://unitedmethodistwomen-
public.sharepoint.com/ 
 

Follow instructions on screen and click 
“UMW Membership Census 2015” 
 

ALL UNITS MUST DO THIS ON THEIR OWN! 

If you need help call Sharon Wilson  
Phone: 561-313-3641  
 

March 12, 2016 
 

Spiritual Growth Event at Sarasota First 
See insert for registration information  

We now have a website where you can go and 

find information about our District.  

      www.southwestdistrictumw.com 

www.facebook/Southwestdistrictumw.com 

Please note a correction for Sandy Segur’s 
email:  sandyrsegur@gmail.com 

“Good communication is just as stimulating as 
black coffee, and just as hard to sleep after.”  
 Anne Morrow Lindbergh 


